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HE LABORED AS NEVER before to, "Sound the trumpet of God's judgment and alarm the secure by the terrors
of the Lord." He was a man literally consumed with a vision of the holiness of God. As a result he urgently
warned the stubborn sinner and hypocrite of a final judgment and eternal hell. The anointed George Whitefield
writes of him, "Hypocrites must soon be converted or enraged at his preaching. He is a son of thunder and
does not regard the face of man. He is deeply sensible of the deadness and formality of the Christian church in
these parts, and has given noble testimonies against it." Gilbert Tennent preached as if "never sure to preach
again, and as a dying man to dying men." His preaching was far from typical of his day. A historian of the
"Great Awakening" describes the average minister's methods, "The habit of the preachers was to address their
people as though they were all pious and only needed instruction and confirmation. It was not a common thing
to proclaim the terrors of a violated law and insist on the absolute necessity of regeneration."
Mr. Tennent himself describes this kind of popular preaching. "They often strengthened the hands of the
wicked by promising them life. They comfort people before they convince them; sow before they plow: and are
busy in raising a fabric before they lay a foundation. These foolish builders strengthen men's carnal security by
their soft, selfish, cowardly discourses. They have not the courage or honesty to thrust the nail of terror into the
sleeping souls!" From 1736 through the 1740's, Gilbert Tennent's ministry was greatly blessed in promoting
revival among the middle colonies in America. His ministry overlapped and supported the ministries of such
godly men as Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield. He could boldly warn men of the wrath of God because
he had boldly agonized and travailed for their souls, "Often his soul wept in secret for the pride and obstinacy
of those who refused to be reclaimed."?
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