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Quotable Quotes...
T. Austin Sparks
“You cannot know God be-
yond the point of your obedi-
ence to what you already 
know of Him.”

Zac Poonen
“The three secrets of the 
Christian life are: 1. humility 2. 
humility 3. humility. God op-
poses the proud but gives 
grace to the humble..”

Mary Warburton Booth
"How we have prayed for a 
Revival - we did not care 
whether it was old-fashioned 
or not - what we asked for 
was that it should be such 
that would cleanse and revive 
His children and set them on 
fire to win others.”

Keith Green
"Why do we idolise Christian 
singers and speakers? We go 
from glorifying musicians in 
the world to glorifying Chris-
tian musicians. It’s all idola-
try!…Satan is getting a great 
victory as we seem to wor-
ship these ministers on tapes 
and records and clammer to 
get their autographs in 
churches and concert halls 
from coast to coast.”

Leonard Ravenhill
"Paul never glamorized the 
gospel! It is not success, but 
sacrifice! It's not a glamorous 
gospel, but a bloody gospel, 
a gory gospel, and a sacrifi-
cial gospel! 5 minutes inside 
eternity and we will wish that 
we had sacrificed more!!! 
Wept more, bled more, 
grieved more, loved more, 
prayed more, given more!!!"

From the Editor...
OH HOW LITTLE we want to suffer for the sake of the Gos-
pel. Yet many will be deprived of food, sleep and comforts 
for mere carnal toys, pleasures and sports. Paul suffered 
much for an eternal crown, an eternal prize, he realized what 
was at stake. Thank God for the witness of Scriptures show-
ing us the early Christian’s attitude to these things.

We read in the book of Hebrews at the tenth chapter: “For ye had compassion of me in my 
bonds and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in 
heaven a better and an enduring substance.” These believers realized that possessions in their 
earth were passing, fleeting and momentary. And when they suffered the loss of their belong-
ings and homes they let them go “joyfully!” Perhaps that is the true test of where our heart is!

We read Scripture so many times without looking at the reality of what we are reading. It is a 
dream to us! Christ is just a Name in a book! There is no reality in it! How can we read He-
brews 11 and not weep? “they were stoned” Yes, it happened, is happening in the world and 
will happen again; perhaps even to you or me! “they were sawn asunder” Meditate on this! 
consider what these prophets of God went through and what still many persecuted saints go 
through in the world, “were tempted, were slain with the sword” They were murdered for the 
testimony of God in them! Do you have such a testimony in your heart?

“They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins.” And imagine the parallel of our de-
signer clothing and caring so much over what we wear! They had so little, we have so much. 
They had little money but much power with God, we have much money and are paupers 
spiritually. God is still in the business of adding Names to Hebrews 11. We do not see these 
Names in our Bibles right now but they are being written in heaven. “Being destitute, af-
flicted, tormented” we will meet hosts of saints at the Judgment seat of Christ who will have 
such a testimony but all we will be able to bear witness to is perhaps a missed meal or burnt 
toast or some trivial matter! 

What is your Christianity costing you? Are you taking easy street? Why are we afraid to suffer 
for the Gospel? The angels weep over this!

In Christ,

Greg Gordon

Vision 
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, we will not walk therein.” -Jeremiah 6:16 

The Old Paths Magazine is a free monthly periodical that 
is made available for the entire body of Christ. The main 
focus of the periodical is to propagate and promote the 
message of genuine biblical revival to this generation. 
This chief aim is expressed through many voices from 
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Intercessory Prayer 
Most Effective!
INTERCESSORY PRAYER IS the Christian's most 
effective weapon. Nothing can withstand it's power. 
It will do things when all else has failed. And the 
marvel is that we turn to other agencies in order to 
accomplish what only prayer can bring to pass. God 
has placed this mighty weapon in our hands, and 
He expects us to use it. How disappointed He must 
be when we lay it a side and substitute natural 
means for supernatural work. 

In this twentieth century we are, more and more, 
turning from the God-appointed means of interces-
sory prayer and adopting, instead, merely natural 
agencies for the carrying on of His work. Every-
where we look it is the same, both in evangelism 
and ordinary church work. Intercessory prayer has 
been shelved. For some reason it is out of date. Our 
methods, we say, are better, our plans more success-
ful, and so we adopt natural means to bring to pass 
the supernatural. 

My brethren, it can never be done, We may appear 
to be successful; the crowds may come; the altar 
may be full night after night. Reported results may 
be broadcasted everywhere. Whole cities may be 
stirred and mightily moved! And yet when it is all 
over and two or three years have passed, how little 
will be found to be genuine! And why? Simply be-
cause we have been satisfied with a superficial, 
spectacular work, brought to pass by natural means. 
Consequently the truly supernatural has been 
largely lacking.

Oh let us get back to intercessory prayer, the highest 
form of Christians service, and give God no rest 
until we have a spiritual outcome.

Oswald J. Smith (1889-1986) - Oswald is known as 
a missions advocate raising millions for missions. 
Publishing over 50 books and founder of the famous 
People’s Church in Toronto, Canada.

Temples Of The Living 
God
CHRISTIANS ARE “THE temple of the living God," 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This is true and 
undefiled religion before God our heavenly Father: 
This is the real Christian's reasonable service, or, as 
some think the word imports, this is the service 
required of us in the word of God. It implies no less 
than a total renunciation of the world; in short, 
turns the Christian's whole life into one continued 
sacrifice of love to God; so that, "whether he eats or 
drinks, he does all to his glory." Not that I would 
hereby insinuate, that to be Christians, or to keep to 
the words of our text, in order to be temples of the 
living God, we must become hermits, or shut our-
selves up in nunneries or cloisters; this be far from 
me! No. The religion, which this bible in my hand 
prescribes, is a social religion, a religion equally 
practicable by high and low, rich and poor, and 
which absolutely requires a due discharge of all 
relative duties, in whatsoever state of life God shall 
be pleased to place and continue us.

That some, in all ages of the church, have literally 
separated themselves from the world, and from a 
sincere desire to save their souls, and attain higher 
degrees of Christian perfection, have wholly de-
voted themselves to solitude and retirement, is what 
I make no doubt of. But then such a zeal is in no 
wise according to knowledge; for private Christians, 
as well as ministers, are said to be "the salt of the 
earth, and the lights of the world, and are com-
manded to "let their light shine before men." But 
how can this be done, if we shut ourselves up, and 
thereby entirely exclude ourselves from all manner 
of conversation with the world? Or supposing we 
could take the wings of the morning, and fly into 
the most distant and desolate parts of the earth, 
what would this avail us, unless we could agree 
with a wicked heart and wicked tempter not to 
pursue and molest us there? 

George Whitefield (1714-1770) - Used of God in 
the Second Great Awakening in America. Preached to 
crowds of 50,000 people. One of the founders of the 
Methodist movement.

Communion With 
Christ
"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed 
to the things that were heard, lest we drift away 
from them." (Hebrews. 2:1). 

The experience of most of us, shows how easily 
communion with Christ may be broken, and how 
needful are the exhortations of our Lord to those 
who are indeed branches of the true Vine, and 
cleansed by the Word which He has spoken, to 
abide in Him. The failure is never on His side. "Lo, I 
am with you always." But, alas, the bride often for-
gets the exhortation addressed to her in Psalms 45. 
"Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear; Forget also thine own people, and thy 
father's house; So shall the KING greatly desire thy 
beauty: For He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him." 

In this section, the bride has drifted back from her 
position of blessing into a state of worldliness. Per-
haps the very restfulness of her new-found joy 
made her feet too secure; perhaps she thought that, 
so far as she was concerned, there was no need for 
the exhortation, "Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols." Or she may have thought that the love 
of the world was so thoroughly taken away that she 
might safely go back, and, by a little compromise on 
her part, she might win her friends to follow her 
Lord too. Perhaps she scarcely thought at all, glad 
that she was saved and free, she forgot that the cur-
rent - the course of this world - was against her; and 
insensibly glided, drifted back to that position out of 
which she was called, unaware all the time of back-
sliding. It is not necessary; when the current is 
against us, to turn the boat's head down the stream 
in order to drift; or for a runner in a race to turn 
back in order to miss the prize.  Ah, how often the 
enemy succeeds, by one device or another, in tempt-
ing the believer away from that position of entire 
consecration to Christ in which alone the fullness of 
His power and of His love can be experienced.

J. Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) - Founder of the 
China Inland Mission, the first missions group to 
China. Used powerfully of God in speaking and writ-
ing.
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Strangers To One Another

IN A CERTAIN SENSE, all men are strangers to one 
another. Even friends do not really know each other. 
To know a man, one must know all the influences of 
heredity and environment, as well as his countless 
moral choices that have fashioned him into what he 
is. Though we do not really know one another, trac-
ing the course of a man’s life sometimes offers rich 
reward, particularly when we see the great driving 
forces which have motivated him.

For instance, how greatly your life and mine would 
be benefitted if we could experience the same surge 
of Christ-life that moved Saul of Tarsus (later called 
Paul) and plumb even a little the hidden depths of 
the meaning in his words, "I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus" (Gal. 6:17). One thing is 
sure about these words: they were an acknowledg-
ment of Christ’s ownership. Paul belonged to the 
Lord Jesus -- spirit, soul, and body. He was branded 
for Christ.

When Paul claimed to bear in his body the wounds 
of the Lord, he was claiming no "stigmata," as did 
Saint Francis of Assisi in 1224 A.D. It is not a bodily 
identification by outward crucifixion. He had been 
"crucified with Christ" (Gal. 2:20).

Branded by Devotion to a Task

 The marks of Paul’s inward crucifixion were plainly 
evident. First of all, Paul was branded by devotion 
to a task. If, as tradition says, Paul was only four 
feet six inches in height, then he was the greatest 
dwarf that ever lived. He out-paced, out-prayed, 
and out-passioned all his contemporaries. On his 
escutcheon was blazed: "One thing I do." He was 
blind to all that other men gloried in.

Pascal was bitterly criticized because apart from the 
immortal soul of man, he could see no scenery any-
where worth looking at. By the same token, the 
Apostle Paul might be castigated for saying not a 
word about Grecian art or the splendor of the Pan-
theon. His was a separation to spirituality.

After the Athenian clash on Mars’ Hill, Paul poured 
contempt on the wisdom of this world, dying daily 
to the temptation to outwit and out-think the wise. 
His task was not that of getting over a viewpoint, 
but of overcoming the legions of hell! Somewhere, 
most likely in Arabia, Paul’s personality had been 
transfigured. Never after that was he listed as a 
backslider. He was too occupied with going on. It 
would have vexed his righteous soul to hear a con-
gregation sing, "Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it!"

Un-sponsored, un-welcomed, unloved -- these made 
little difference to Paul. On he went, blind to every 
jewel of earthly honor, deaf to every siren-voice of 
ease, and insensitive to the mesmerism of worldly 
success.

Branded by Humility

Paul was also branded by humility. Moths could not 
corrupt this God-given robe. He never fished for 
praise with humility’s bait, but in the long line of 
sinners, put himself first (where we would put him 
last).
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Branded For Christ
“Paul was only four feet six inches in height, then he was the greatest dwarf that 
ever lived. He out-paced, out-prayed, and out-passioned...”



The old Welsh divine said that if you know Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin , do not put them where Pilate did 
at the head of Christ, but put them at his feet. "What 
things were gain to me," 
says Paul, "these things I 
count as loss for Christ."

What a heart’s ease is the 
virtue of humility -- the 
great joy of having nothing 
to lose! Having no opinion 
of himself, Paul feared no 
fall. He might have swag-
gered in the richly embroi-
dered robes of the chancel-
lor of a Hebrew school. But 
in the adornment of a meek and quiet spirit, he 
shines with more luster.

Branded by Suffering

Next, Paul was branded by suffering. Consider the 
thing he mentions in Romans 8: famine, peril, na-
kedness, and sword (these belonging to acute dis-
comfort in the body), and tribulation (perhaps of the 
mind), distress, persecution (of the spirit). Of all 
these sufferings the "little" minister partook. This 
wandering Jew "made war on all that made war on 
God and on the children of men." This prince of 
preachers and his foe, the prince of hell, spared each 
other no beatings. It was a free-for-all and no holds 
barred!

Look closely at Paul -- at that cadaverous counte-
nance, that scarred body, that stooped figure of a 
man chastened by hunger, kept down by fasting, 
and ploughed with the lictor’s lash; that little body, 
brutally stoned at Lystra and starved in many 
places; that skin, pickled for thirty-six hours in the 
Mediterranean Sea! Add to this list danger upon 
danger; then multiply it with loneliness; finally, 
count in the 199 stripes, 3 shipwrecks, 3 beatings 
with rods, a stoning, a prison record, and deaths so 
many that count is lost.

And yet if one could add it up, all must be written 
off as nothing, because Paul himself thus consigned 
it. Listen to him: "Our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment..." That’s contempt of suffering, if you 
like!

Branded by Passion

Furthermore, Paul was branded by passion. A man 
must be in the dead center of God’s will and walk-
ing the tightrope of obedience to call upon the Holy 
Ghost to bear witness to his witness. Yet Paul does 
this in Romans 9:1.

Oh, that from this wondrous flame every living 
preacher might capture just a little light! Beatings 
could not cast the flame out of Paul; fastings and 
hunger could not kill it; misunderstanding and 
misrepresentation could not quench its fire; waters 
could not drown it; prisons could not break it; perils 

could not arrest its growth. On and on it burned, 
until life ebbed from his body.

The living Christ who was 
within Paul (Gal. 2:20), as 
manifested by his soul-
passion, was at once the 
despair of hell, the capital 
for enlarging the Church, 
and cheer to the heart of 
the Saviour, who was see-
ing the travail of His soul 
and was being satisfied.

Branded by Love

Paul was branded by love. 
When Paul experienced becoming a "man in Christ," 
he developed the capacity for love. Only maturity 
knows love. How Paul loved!

First and supremely, Paul loved his Lord. Then he 
loved men, his enemies, hardship, and soul-pain. 
And he must have loved this latter particularly, else 
he would have shirked prayer. Paul’s love carried 
him to the lost, the last, the least. What scope of 
love! Mars’ Hill with its intellectuals, the syna-
gogues with their religious traditionalists, the mar-
ket places with their prodigals -- all these he 
yearned over and sought for his Lord. Like a mighty 
dynamo, love pushed him 
on to attempt great things 
for God.

Not many have prayed as 
this man prayed. Maybe 
McCheyne, John Fletcher, 
mighty Brainerd, and a few 
others have known some-
thing of the soul-and-body 
mastering work of interces-
sion motivated by love.

I remember standing by the Marechale once as we 
sang her great hymn:
"There is a love constraining me
To go and seek the lost;
I yield, O Lord, my all to Thee
To save at any cost!"

That was not just a lovely sentiment. It cost her 
prison, privation, pain, and poverty. Charles Wesley 
seemed to reach on tiptoe when he said, "nothing on 
earth do I desire but Thy pure love within my 
breast!" More recently Amy Carmichael uttered the 
heartfelt prayer; "Give me a love that leads the way, 
a faith which nothing can dismay!" These men and 
women were certainly on the trail of the apostolic 
secret of soul-winning.

Great soul-winners have always been great lovers of 
men’s souls. All lesser loves were conquered only by 
the greater Love. Great love to the Lover of their 
souls drove them to tears, to travail, and to triumph. 
In this evil hour, dare we love less?

Let me love Thee, love is mighty
Swaying realms of deed and thought;
By it I can walk uprightly,
I can serve Thee as I ought.
Love will soften every trial
Love will lighten every care;
Love unquestioning will follow,
Love will triumph, love will dare!

Without any of their choosing, millions will be 
branded for the Antichrist one day. Shall we shrink 
to bear in our spirits, our souls, and our bodies our 
Owner’s marks -- the marks of Jesus? Branded 
means pain. Do we want that? Branded means car-
rying the slur of the servant. Will we choose to be 
branded -- for Christ?

    ------------

"How can you pull down strongholds of Satan if you 
don’t even have the strength to turn off your TV?"

"Many pastors criticize me for taking the Gospel so seri-
ously. But do they really think that on Judgment Day, 
Christ will chastise me, saying, ‘Leonard, you took Me 
too seriously’?"

"When there’s something in the Bible that churches don’t 
like, they call it 'legalism.'"

"If Jesus had preached the 
same message that ministers 
preach today, He would 
never have been crucified."

"My main ambition in life is 
to be on the Devil’s most 
wanted list."

"There’s a difference between 
changing your opinion, and 
changing your lifestyle."

"A popular evangelist 
reaches your emotions. A true prophet reaches your con-
science."

"Some women will spend thirty minutes to an hour pre-
paring for church externally (putting on special clothes 
and makeup, etc.). What would happen if we all spent the 
same amount of time preparing internally for chur-
ch—with prayer and meditation?"

"There are only two kinds of persons: those dead in sin 
and those dead to sin."

"If a Christian is not having tribulation in the world, 
there’s something wrong!"

"You can have all of your doctrines right—yet still not 
have the presence of God."

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) - Preached in 
America for revival until his death. One of the fore-
most authorities on revival in the 20th century, 
namely with the book “Why Revival Tarries.”
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The Great Commission

LET US BE HONEST and admit that 
at present only a tiny percentage of 
believers are really taking ownership 
of the Great Commission. In most 
places there is more talk than walk 
and some it leads to a cloud of decep-
tion and unreality. Many times people 
are willing to talk (and even pray) 
about missions, but when young peo-
ple volunteer, they are unwilling or 
unable (so they say), to come up with 
the money to send them out - we are 
seeing that in certain new mission-
sending countries right now. People 
often get defensive at this point and 
give wonderful stories of workers 
being sent out by the church, but in 
fact it’s the exception rather than the 
rule. A major grassroots missions 
movement is on the way… but it’s not 
here yet!!

Education is not the whole answer, 
but it is a vital part of the answer. 
Believers everywhere need to be 
taught the basics of evangelism and 
world missions. They need to know 
what the Bible says. They need to 
know something of what has been 
done and then they need to know 
what needs to be done and how vital 
their part is in it all.

Blanket The World

Before we can blanket the world with 
the Gospel, we must blanket the 
church and God’s people with the 
biblical vision and reality of what this 
is all about. This must not be just the 
English-speaking world, but the 
whole world!

Those who already have this vision 
must unite and make every effort to 
bring a greater part of the body of 

Christ into action. There are prayer 
movements, but this must increase 
ten-fold and strengthened so that it 
will lead to real commitments, perse-
verance and obedience on the part of 
millions of believers.

Release Of Finance For The Gospel

Let us pray for the release of finance 
needed for this huge foundation lay-
ing, mobilization and educational 
effort. Finance seems to be the great 
obstacle as books and tapes cost 
money. The real obstacle is a lack of 
love, faith and biblical commitment. 
We can’t separate what I’m saying 
here from personal reformation, real-
ity and revival. It is a mistake to think 
that the next big move is God’s. His 
big moves have already taken place – 
the Cross; the empty tomb; and Pente-
cost. Now it is our turn!! We need to 
repent and turn from all that is hinder-

ing us from doing God’s will in our 
day.

Increase Ten-Fold

Those who already have this vision 
must unite and make every effort to 
bring a greater part of the body of 
Christ into action. There are prayer 
movements, but this must increase 
ten-fold and strengthened so that it 
will lead to real commitments, perse-
verance and obedience on the part of 
millions of believers.

George Verwer (1938-present) - 
Founder of Operation Mobilisation a 
missions organization. Writer of many 
books on discipleship and missions.
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A Glorious Awakening

A revival of holiness is coming to this 
nation. The sparks have already been 
ignited by the Holy Spirit, and every-
where I travel now there are signs of a 
glorious awakening, with multitudes 
of God's children hungering and 
thirsting for righteousness. The Bible 
predicts that when the enemy comes 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
will raise up a standard against him. 
Holiness, the true righteousness of 
Christ, is the standard. That blood-
stained banner of holiness is being 
raised over the battlefields of sin and 
corruption and soon, very soon. There 
will arise a crescendo of voices crying 
out to the Lord: "Cleanse us. Consume 
us. Lift us out of the mire and filth of 
this age. Bring us back to holy living 
and heavenly mindedness. Purify us 
and keep us unspotted from the 

world." The young Christians, and 
especially young ministers, are sick 
and tired of all the religious game 
playing. They are weary of all the 
interdenominational bickering and 
doctrinal hassles. They are hungry for 
a faith that will keep them clean and 
pure in the midst of a wicked and 
perverse generation. They are begin-
ning to call on the Lord for an awak-
ening in our country, and for a vision 
of God's holiness.

I hear their cries from coast to coast - 
they tell me, in essence, "We do not 
want some kind of theological system. 
We are tired of materialistic teaching 
and preaching that leaves us so empty 
and dry. We don't want to be told how 
to be successful or prosperous. We are 
young, so we don't relate to health 
messages. We need to be convicted of 
sin - to know how to grieve over our 

backslidings and pleasure-loving 
ways. We want to know how to yield 
our bodies to Christ in total surrender 
- and know what it means to be holy. 
We need a gospel that shows us how 
to stay clean in this filthy age. God is 
going to sovereignly move upon His 
church and awaken it anew to Bible 
holiness. The chosen of God are going 
be stirred in their inner man; the Spirit 
is going to convict and tug and pull - 
until believers are once again yearning 
for spiritual cleansing and deliverance 
from the power of sin.

Backslidden, cold-hearted church 
goers are going to be shaken and con-
victed by the powerful probings of the 
Holy Spirit. Judgment will begin in 
the house of God, and the Lord's holi-
ness will be revealed in the inner man. 
Secret sin is going to be exposed, eve-
rywhere, and many, many Christians 

are going to be convicted and warned 
by God to lay their sin down, forsake 
it, or be judged openly, severely."

Lukewarm, backslidden ministers are 
going to see the standard of holiness 
raised in the land, and they will either 
turn to the Lord with fasting and 
praying, with tears and godly sorrow, 
and repentance - or, they will resist 
and be confirmed in their deadness 
and unconcern. But I believe every 
true minister of Christ who longs for 
restoration of Purity in the church, 
will experience a new call to diligent 
prayer and a renewed hatred for pri-
vate and national sins.

David Wilkerson (1931-present) - 
Founder of Times Square Church in 
New York City and the Author of the 
Cross and the Switchblade book. 
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Jesus And Jesus Only

I WISH TO SPEAK TO you about Jesus, and Jesus 
only. I often hear people say, "I wish I could get hold 
of Divine Healing, but I cannot." Sometimes they 
say, "I have got it." If I ask them, "What have you 
got?" the answer is sometimes, "I have got the bless-
ing", sometimes it is, "I have got the theory"; some-
times it is, "I have got the healing"; sometimes, "I 
have got the sanctification." But I thank God we 
have been taught that it is not the blessing, it is not 
the healing, it is not the sanctification, it is not the 
thing, it is not the it that you want, but it is some-
thing better. It is "the Christ"; it is Himself. How 
often that comes out in His Word - "Himself took 
our infirmities and bare our sicknesses", Himself 
"bare our sins in his own body on the tree"! It is the 
person of Jesus Christ we want. Plenty of people get 
the idea and do not get anything out of it. They get 
it into their head, and it into their conscience, and it 
into their will; but somehow they do not get Him 
into their life and spirit, because they have only that 
which is the outward expression and symbol of the 

spiritual reality. I once saw a picture of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, very skillfully engraved in 
copper plate, so that when you looked at it closely it 
was nothing more than a piece of writing, but when 
you looked at it at a distance, it was the face of 
George Washington. The face shone out in the shad-
ing of the letters at a little distance, and I saw the 
person, not the words, nor the ideas; and I thought, 
"'That is the way to look at the Scriptures and un-
derstand the thoughts of God, to see in them the 
face of love, shining through and through; not ideas, 
nor doctrines, but Jesus Himself as the Life and 
Source and sustaining Presence of all our life."

Praying To Be Sanctified

I prayed a long time to get sanctified, and some-
times I thought I had it. On one occasion I felt some-
thing, and I held on with a desperate grip for fear I 
should lose it, and kept awake the whole night fear-
ing it would go, and, of course, it went with the next 
sensation and the next mood. Of course, I lost it 
because I did not hold on to Him. I had been taking 
a little water from the reservoir, when I might have 

all the time received from Him fullness through the 
open channels. I went to meetings and heard people 
speak of joy. I even thought I had the joy, but I did 
not keep it because I had not Himself as my joy. At 
last He said to me - Oh so tenderly - "My child, just 
take Me, and let Me be in you the constant supply of 
all this, Myself." And when at last I got my eyes off 
my sanctification, and my experience of it, and just 
placed them on the Christ in me, I found, instead of 
an experience, the Christ larger than the moment's 
need, the Christ that had all that I should ever need 
who was given to me at once, and for ever! And 
when I thus saw Him, it was such rest; it was all 
right, and right for ever. For I had not only what I 
could hold that little hour, but also in Him, all that I 
should need the next and the next and so on, until 
sometimes I get a glimpse of what it will be a mil-
lion years afterwards, when we shall "shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of our Father" (Matt. 13: 43), 
and have "all the fullness of God."

And so I thought the healing would be an it too, that 
the Lord would take me like the old run-down 
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clock, wind me up, and set me going like a machine. 
It is not thus at all. I found it was Himself coming in 
instead and giving me what I needed at the mo-
ment. I wanted to have a 
great stock, so that I could 
feel rich; a great store laid 
up for many years, so that I 
would not be dependent 
upon Him the next day; but 
He never gave me such a 
store. I never had more 
holiness or healing at one 
time than I needed for that 
hour. He said: "My child, 
you must come to Me for 
the next breath because I 
love you so dearly I want you to come all the time. 
If I gave you a great supply, you would do without 
Me and would not come to Me so often; now you 
have to come to Me every second, and lie on My 
breast every moment." He gave me a great fortune, 
placed thousands and millions at credit, but He 
gave a cheque-book with this one condition, "You 
never can draw more than you need at the time." 
Every time a cheque was wanted, however, there 
was the name of Jesus upon it, and so it brought 
more glory to Him, kept His name before the heav-
enly world and God was glorified in His Son.

What Think You Of Christ?

Now the question for each of us is not "What think 
you of Bethshan, and what think you of divine heal-
ing?" but "What think you of Christ?" There came a 
time when there was a little thing between me and 
Christ. I express it by a little conversation with a 
friend who said, "You were healed by faith." "Oh, 
no," I said, "I was healed by Christ." What is the 
difference? There is a great difference. There came a 
time when even faith seemed to come between me 
and Jesus. I thought I should have to work up the 
faith, so I labored to get the faith. At last I thought I 
had it; that if I put my whole weight upon it, it 
would hold. I said, when I thought I had got the 
faith, "Heal me." I was trusting in myself, in my own 
heart, in my own faith. I was asking the Lord to do 
something for me because of something in me, not 
because of something in Him. So the Lord allowed 
the devil to try my faith, and the devil devoured it 
like a roaring lion, and I found myself so broken 
down that I did not think I had any faith. God al-
lowed it to be taken away until I felt I had none. 
And then God seemed to speak to me so sweetly, 
saying, "Never mind, my child, you have nothing. 
But I am perfect Power, I am perfect Love, I am 
Faith, I am your Life, I am the preparation for the 
blessing, and then I am the Blessing, too. I am all 
within and all without, and all for ever." It is just 
having "Faith in God" (Mark 11: 22). "And the life I 
now live in the flesh, I live," not by faith on the Son 
of God, but "by the faith of the Son of God" (Gal. 2 
20). That is it. It is not your faith. You have no faith 
in you, any more than you have life or anything else 
in you. You have nothing but emptiness and vacuity, 
and you must be just openness and readiness to take 

Him to do all. You have to take His faith as well as 
His life and healing, and have simply to say, "I live 
by the faith of the Son of God." My faith is not 

worth anything. If I had to 
pray for anyone, I would 
not depend upon my faith 
at all. I would say, "Here, 
Lord, am I. If you want me 
to be the channel of bless-
ing to this one just breathe 
into me all that I need." It is 
simply Christ, Christ alone.

Yielded To Christ

Now, is your body yielded 
to Christ for Him thus to 

dwell and work in you? The Lord Jesus Christ has a 
body as well as you only it is perfect; it is the body, 
not of a man, but of the Son of man. Have you con-
sidered why He is called the Son of man? The Son of 
man means that Jesus Christ is the one typical, com-
prehensive, universal, all-inclusive Man. Jesus is the 
one man that contains in Himself all that man ought 
to be all that man needs to have. It is all in Christ. 
All the fullness of the Godhead and the fullness of a 
perfect manhood has been embodied in Christ, and 
He stands now as the summing-up of all that man 
needs. His spirit is all that your spirit needs, and He 
just gives us Himself. His body possesses all that 
your body needs. He has a heart beating with the 
strength that your heart needs. He has organs and 
functions redundant with life, not for Himself, but 
for humanity. He does not 
need strength for Himself. 
The energy which enabled 
Him to rise and ascend 
from the tomb, above all 
the forces of nature, was 
not for Himself. That 
marvellous body belongs 
to your body. You are a 
member of His body. Your 
heart has a right to draw 
from His heart all that it 
needs. Your physical life 
has a right to draw from 
His physical life its support and strength, and so it 
is not you, but it is just the precious life of the Son of 
God. Will you take Him thus today, and then you 
will not be merely healed, but you will have a new 
life for all you need, a flood of life that will sweep 
disease away, and then remain a fountain of life for 
all your future need. Oh, take Him in His fullness.

A Talisman Of Power

It seems to me as if I might just bring you a little 
talisman today, as if God had given me a little secret 
for every one here and said to me, "Go and tell 
them, if they will take it, it will be a talisman of 
power wherever they go, and it will carry them 
through difficulty, danger, fear, life, death, eternity." 
If I could stand on this platform and say, "I have 
received from heaven a secret of wealth and success 

which God will give freely, through my hand, to 
everybody who will take it," I am sure you would 
need a larger hall for the people who would come. 
But, dear friends, I show you in His Word a truth 
which is more precious. The Apostle Paul tells us 
that there is a secret, a great secret which was hid-
den from ages and from generations (Col. 1: 26), 
which the world was seeking after in vain, which 
wise men from the East hoped they might find, and 
God says it "is now made manifest to his saints"; 
and Paul went through the world just to tell it to 
those that were able to receive it; and that simple 
secret is just this "Christ in you the hope of glory."

This Precious Little Secret

And so I would say, if this precious little secret of 
"Christ in you," will help you, you may have it. May 
you make better use of it than I! I feel I have only 
begun to learn how well it works. Take it and go on 
working it out, through time and eternity-Christ for 
all, grace for grace, from strength to strength, from 
glory to glory, from this time forth and even for 
evermore.

Once it was the blessing, Now it is the Lord;
Once it was the feeling, Now it is His Word.
Once His gifts I wanted, Now the Giver own;
Once I sought for healing, Now Himself alone.

Once 'twas painful trying, Now 'tis perfect trust;
Once a half salvation, Now the uttermost.
Once 'twas ceaseless holding, Now He holds me 
fast;

Once 'twas constant drifting, 
Now my anchor's cast.

Once 'twas busy planning, 
Now 'tis trustful prayer;
Once 'twas anxious caring, 
Now He has the care.
Once 'twas what I wanted, 
Now what Jesus says;
Once 'twas constant asking, 
Now 'tis ceaseless praise.

Once it was my working, His 
it hence shall be;

Once I tried to use Him, Now He uses me.
Once the power I wanted, Now the Mighty One;
Once for self I labored, Now for Him alone.

Once I hoped in Jesus, Now I know He's mine;
Once my lamps were dying, Now they brightly 
shine.
Once for death I waited, Now His coming hail;
And my hopes are anchored, Safe within the vail.

A.B. Simpson (1843-1919) - Founder of the Mis-
sionary Christian Alliance denomination. Writer of 
many books on holiness and a commentary on Christ 
throughout the Scriptures.
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In Word Only

FOR OUR GOSPEL DID not come to you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and 
with deep conviction, as you know what kind of 
men we were among you for your sake. (1 Thess. 
1:5). If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. (2 
Cor. 5:17). You have a reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. (Rev. 3:1)

To one who is a student merely, these verses might 
be interesting, but to a serious man intent upon 
gaining eternal life they might well prove more than 
a little disturbing. For they evidently teach that the 
message of the gospel may be received in either of 
two ways: in word only, without power, or in word 
with power. Yet it is the same message whether it 
comes in word or in power. And these verses teach 
also that when the message is received in power it 
effects a change so radical as to be called a new 
creation. But the message may be received without 
power, and apparently some have so received it, for 
they have a name to live, and are dead. All this is 
present in these texts.

By observing the ways of men at play I have been 
able to understand better the ways of men at prayer. 
Most men, indeed, play at religion as they play at 
games, religion itself being of all games the one 
most universally played. The various sports have 
their rules and their balls and their players; the 
game excites interest, gives pleasure, and consumes 
time, and when it is over, the competing teams 
laugh and leave the field. It is common to see a 
player leave one team and join another and a few 
days later play against his old mates with as great 
zest as he formerly displayed when playing for 
them. The whole thing is arbitrary. It consists in 
solving artificial problems and attacking difficulties 
that have been deliberately created for the sake of 
the game. It has no moral roots and is not supposed 
to have. No one is the better for his self- imposed 
toil. It is all but a pleasant activity that changes 
nothing and settles nothing at last. If the conditions 
we describe were confined to the ballpark, we might 
pass it over without further thought, but what are 
we to say when this same spirit enters the sanctuary 
and decides the attitude of men toward God and 

religion? For the Church has also its fields and its 
rules and its equipment for playing the game of 
pious words. It has its devotees, both laymen and 
professionals, who support the game with their 
money and encourage it with their presence, but 
who are no different in life or character from many 
who take in religion no interest at all.

Playing With Words

As an athlete uses a ball, so do many of us use 
words: words spoken and words sung, words writ-
ten and words uttered in prayer. We throw them 
swiftly across the field; we learn to handle them 
with dexterity and grace; we build reputations upon 
our word skill and gain as our reward the applause 
of those who have enjoyed the game. But the empti-
ness of it is apparent from the fact that after the 
pleasant religious game no one is basically any dif-
ferent from what he had been before . The basis of 
life remains unchanged; the same old principles 
govern, the same old Adam rules.
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“But the message may be received without power, and apparently some have so 
received it, for they have a name to live, and are dead....”



I have not said that religion without power makes 
no changes in a man's life, only that it makes no 
fundamental difference. Water may change from 
liquid to vapor, from vapor to snow, and back to 
liquid again, and still be fundamentally the same. So 
powerless religion may put a man through many 
surface changes and leave him exactly what he was 
before. Right there is where the snare lies. The 
changes are in form only; they are not in kind. Be-
hind the activities of the nonreligious man and the 
man who has received the gospel without power lie 
the very same motives. An unblessed ego lies at the 
bottom of both lives, the difference being that the 
religious man has learned better to disguise his vice. 
His sins are refined and less offensive than before he 
took up religion, but the man himself is not a better 
man in the sight of God. He may indeed be a worse 
one, for always God hates artificiality and pretense. 
Selfishness still throbs like an engine at the center of 
the man's life. True he may learn to "redirect" his 
selfish impulses, but his woe is that self still lives 
unrebuked and even unsuspected deep within his 
heart. He is a victim of religion without power.

Received The Word Without Power

The man who has received the Word without power 
has trimmed his hedge, but it is a thorn hedge still 
and can never bring forth the fruits of the new life. 
Men do not gather grapes from thorns nor figs from 
thistles. Yet such a man may be a leader in the 
church, and his 
influence and his 
vote may go far 
to determine 
what religion 
shall be in his 
generation.

The truth re-
ceived in power 
shifts the basis of 
life from Adam 
to Christ, and a 
new set of motives goes to work within the soul. A 
new and different Spirit enters the personality and 
makes the believing man new in every department 
of his being. His interests shift from things external 
to things internal, from things on earth to things in 
heaven. He loses faith in the soundness of external 
values, he sees clearly the deceptiveness 
of outward appearances, and his love 
for and confidence in the unseen and 
eternal world become stronger as his 
experience widens.

The Gulf Between

With the ideas here expressed most 
Christians will agree, but the gulf be-
tween theory and practice is so great as 
to be terrifying. For the gospel is too 
often preached and accepted without 
power, and the radical shift that the truth 
demands is never made. There may be, it is true, a 
change of some kind; an intellectual and emotional 

bargain may be struck with the truth, but whatever 
happens is not enough, not deep enough, not radical 
enough. The "creature" is changed, but he is not 
"new." And right there is 
the tragedy of it. The gos-
pel is concerned with a 
new life, with a birth up-
ward onto a new level of 
being, and until it has 
effected such a rebirth it 
has not done a saving 
work within the soul.

Wherever the Word comes 
without power its essen-
tial content is missed. For 
there is in divine truth an imperious note; there is 
about the gospel an urgency, a finality that will not 
be heard or felt except by the enabling of the Spirit. 
We must constantly keep in mind that the gospel is 
not good news only, but a judgment as well upon 
everyone that hears it. The message of the Cross is 
good news indeed for the penitent, but to those who 
"obey not the gospel" it carries an overtone of warn-
ing. The Spirit's ministry to the impenitent world is 
to tell of sin and righteousness and judgment. For 
sinners who want to cease being willful sinners and 
become obedient children of God, the gospel mes-
sage is one of unqualified peace, but it is by its very 
nature also an arbiter of the future destinies of men.

Gift Element In The Gospel

This secondary aspect is almost 
wholly overlooked in our day. The 
gift element in the gospel is held to be 
its exclusive content, and the shift 
element is accordingly ignored. Theo-
logical assent is all that is required to 
make Christians. This assent is called 
faith and is thought to be the only 
difference between the saved and the 
lost. Faith is thus conceived as a kind 
of religious magic, bringing to the 

Lord great delight and possessing mysterious power 
to open the Kingdom of heaven.

Harmful Effects Of This Faith

I want to be fair to everyone and to find all the good 
I can in every man's religious beliefs, but the harm-

ful effects of 
this faith-as-
magic creed 
are greater 
than could be 
imagined by 
anyone who 
has not come 
face-to-face 
with them. 
Large assem-
blies today are 

being told fer-
vently that the one essential qualification for heaven 
is to be an evil man, and the one sure bar to God's 

favor is to be a good one. The very word righteous-
ness is spoken only in cold scorn, and the moral 
man is looked upon with pity. "A Christian," say 

these teachers, "is not mor-
ally better than a sinner; the 
only difference is that he has 
taken Jesus, and so he has a 
Savior." I trust it may not 
sound flippant to inquire, "A 
savior from what?" If not 
from sin and evil conduct 
and the old fallen life, then 
from what? And if the an-
swer is, "From the conse-
quences of past sins and 
from judgment to come," still 

we are not satisfied. Is justification from past of-
fenses all that distinguishes a Christian from a sin-
ner? Can a man become a believer in Christ and be 
no better than he was before? Does the gospel offer 
no more than a skillful Advocate to get guilty sin-
ners off free at the Day of Judgment?

Self-Righteousness

I think the truth of the matter is not too deep nor too 
difficult to discover. Self-righteousness is an effec-
tive bar to God's favor because it throws the sinner 
back upon his own merits and shuts him out from 
the imputed righteousness of Christ. And to be a 
sinner confessed and consciously lost is necessary to 
the act of receiving salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This we joyously admit and constantly as-
sert, but here is the truth that has been overlooked 
in our day: A sinner cannot enter the Kingdom of 
God. The Bible passages that declare this are too 
many and too familiar to need repeating here, but 
the skeptical might look at Galatians 5:19-21 and 
Revelation 21:8. How then can any man be saved? 
The penitent sinner meets Christ, and after that 
saving encounter he is a sinner no more. The power 
of the gospel changes him, shifts the basis of his life 
from self to Christ, faces him about in a new direc-
tion, and makes him a new creation. The moral state 
of the penitent when he comes to Christ does not 
affect the result, for the work of Christ sweeps away 
both his good and his evil, and turns him into an-
other man. The returning sinner is not saved by 
some judicial transaction apart from a correspond-
ing moral change. Salvation must include a judicial 
change of status, but what is overlooked by most 
teachers is that it also includes an actual change in 
the life of the individual . And by this we mean 
more than a surface change; we mean a transforma-
tion as deep as the roots of his human life. If it does 
not go that deep, it does not go deep enough.

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) - Known as the “20th cen-
tury prophet” his writings and preaching have stirred 
and brought many to a deeper walk with God. Pas-
tored in the Alliance church movement.
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Basilea Schlink

"The world of demons, fallen 
Angels, is very real - a fact we 
need to know. We have to face 
up to this terrible reality, so 

that we do not fall unsuspect-
ingly into their hands and 
come under their tyranny. "

“The power of sensual de-
sires, when people give in to 
them, can make them so blind 
that they completely disre-
gard the commandments of 
God.”

“No matter how high the 
price, the sinful factor in our 
urges, that leads us into in-
dulgence and fornication, has 
to be put to death here on 
earth.”

“Is there any other way to 
come to the joy-filled life that 
we all long for except by dy-
ing?”

Billy Sunday

"A revival does two things. 
First, it returns the Church 
from her backsliding and 
second, it causes the conver-

sion of men and women; and 
it always includes the convic-
tion of sin on the part of the 
Church. What a spell the devil 
seems to cast over the Church 
today! "

“God Almighty never in-
tended that the devil should 
triumph over the Church. He 
never intended that the sa-
loons should walk rough-
shod over Christianity.”

“Christianity means a lot 
more than church member-
ship.” 

“Let's quit fiddling with relig-
ion and do something to bring 
the world to Christ.”

Charles Finney

”When there is a want of 
brotherly love and Christian 
confidence among professors 
of religion, then a revival is 
needed."

“When the church finds its 
members falling into gross 
and scandalous sins, then it is 
time for the church to awake 
and cry to God for a Revival 
of Religion.”

“Unless I had the spirit of 
prayer, I could do nothing.”

“A true spiritual awakening 
that endures is grounded 
deeply in well-thought-out 
biblical truth. Only when 
revival roots sink deep into 
the scriptures and draw their 
nourishment from God's 
Word does revival last.”

“Make it an object of constant 
study, and of daily reflection 
and prayer, to learn how to 
deal with sinners so as to 
promote their conversion." 

“Ministers often preach about 
the Gospel instead of preach-
ing the Gospel. They often 
preach about sinners instead 
of preaching to them."

John G. Lake

"The triumph of the gospel is 
enough to make any man the 
wildest kind of enthusiastic 
optimist. The unifying of the 
nature of God and man is the 
crowning achievement of 
Jesus Christ. The reason for 
the cross was thus revealed, 
man in God and God in man, 
one spirit, one purpose, one 
effort, one power and one 
glory.”

“The wonder is that Jesus 
purposed to make your heart 
and mine just as sweet and 
lovely and pure and holy as 
His own.”

“Men have mystified and 
philosophized the Gospel of 
Jesus but it is as simple as it 

can be. The secret of Christi-
anity is in being. It is in being 
a possessor of the nature of 
Jesus Christ.”

T. Austin-Sparks

"The Christian life is not by 
effort, and not by struggle; not 
merely by trying to put into 
practice certain maxims, or by 
trying to attain to a certain 
measure; but from beginning 
to end, and all together, it is a 
matter of knowing the Lord 
Jesus within.”

“You cannot go outside of A 
and Z in the realm of litera-
ture; likewise Christ Jesus is 
First and Last of God's new 
creation, and all that is in 
between; you cannot get out-
side of that.”

“Christ is like the hub of a 
mighty wheel. There are 
many spokes to that wheel  
election, creation, redemption, 

salvation, sanctification, glo-
rification; and then, like a 
series of subsidiary spokes  
repentance, faith, justification, 
conversion, regeneration, and 
so on.” 

“I HAD THIS DAY A  great sense of the emptiness and vanity of all things here below. If I had millions and millions of worlds, they would not make me happy. Christ is all in all, 
in him I find a solid peace.” -Henry Alline

"IF GOD IS NOT going to do it, nothing is going to happen" - Gerhard Du Toit

“A MAN CAN NOT lead others where he is not willing to go himself. Therefore, beware of the prayerless church leader who no longer readily admits his own need for more of the 
person and power of Jesus Christ. Only a seeking, praying heart can truly encourage spiritual HUNGER in others!" – David Smithers
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F.B. Meyer

"God incarnate is the end of 
fear; and the heart that real-
izes that He is in the midst... 
will be quiet in the middle of 
alarm.”

“The man who prays grows, 
and the muscles of the soul 
swell from this whipcord to 
iron bands.”

“Scripture is the speech of 
God to man.”

“Jesus Christ is our Promised 

Land, and our Joshua to lead 
us thither.  He gives us rest.”

“Why, then, should we hesi-
tate to speak of the blood of 
Christ? It was royal blood. 
'His own'; and he was a King 
indeed. It was voluntarily 
shed: 'He offered himself'. It 
was pure 'innocent blood', 
'without spot'. It was sacrifi-
cial. He died not as a martyr, 
but as a Saviour.”

J. Vernon McGee

"God’s Word is as good as He 
is.  There is an old saying that 
a man is as good as his word.  
Well, God is as good as His 
Word.  His character is behind 
what He has said.”

“Someday, when in the pres-
ence of our Saviour, we will 
thank Him for every burden, 
every trial, and every heart-
ache.”

“The Lord Jesus died to save 

you. He lives to keep you 
saved. He is going to come 
someday to take you to be 
with Himself and to consum-
mate that salvation.”

“So-called Christian psychol-
ogy is secular psychology 
clothed in pious platitudes 
and religious rhetoric.”

Jack Hyles

“Old-fashioned, Spirit-filled, 
Christ-honoring, sin-hating, 
soul-winning, Bible preach-
ing! It is the hope of the 
church!  It is the hope of the 
nation! It is the hope of the 
world!”

“Preaching is truth set on fire"

“It is tragic for our God, Who 
gave us His Son to die on the 
cross, to beg us to love Him.”

“There is nothing more 
blessed than to be used of 
God.”

“God never gives us anything 
to do that He does not give us 
the strength to do.”

“Do not ask for fears to be 
removed; ask for courage 
equal to the fears.”

“God won't do for you what 
you can do for yourself.”

“Character comes by repeti-
tion of right until right is done 
subconsciously.”

“Failing is not a disgrace un-
less you make it the last chap-
ter of your book.”

James A. Stewart

"Revival is the assemblies of 
God manifesting the oneness 
of the membership in the 
mystical, supernatural body 
of Christ, delivered from de-
nominational bigotry.”

“Revival is the saints of God 
agonizing on behalf of lost 
souls going to hell."

“Revival is the Church of God 
as a conquering army putting 
to rout the hosts of hell.”

“Revival is the people of God 
constrained, gripped, over-
mastered, and overwhelmed 
by the love of Christ, so that 
they are feverishly restless to 
win souls for Christ.”

“Revival is the beauty of holi-

ness adorning the saints.”

Lester Roloff

”The world's greatest need is 
preaching preachers. The 
Gospel is our emancipation 
proclamation: let's take it to 
the slaves of sin.”

“The only accreditation God’s 
people need is Divine accredi-
tation and the only set of rules 
we need is the Bible!”

“People don’t care how much 
you know. They want to know 
how much you care.”

“God is the God of the impos-
sible, as well as the God of the 
possible.”

“You cannot live by sight and 
by faith, neither can you live 
by fear and by faith. It either 
has to be by faith or by fear, 

by faith or by sight. Which 
way are you living? Faith 
takes out the anxiety It takes 
out the fear. Faith leans heavy 
on the Lord. It knows that the 
Bible is so and can be trusted 
and that we can live by it and 
all of our needs will be sup-
plied.”

“GOD IS THE TRUTH. The Bible is the truth about the Truth. The sermons are the truth about the truth about the Truth. Theology, if it is a fundamentalist one, is the truth 
about the truth about the truth about the Truth. And because of so much scaffolding around the Truth, because of the multitude of words, the truth is drowned. I wish you to meet 
God Himself, in the year which stands before us.” -Richard Wurmbrand

"PERHAPS IF THERE WERE more of that intense distress for souls that leads to tears, we should more frequently see the results we desire. Sometimes it may be that while we 
are complaining of the hardness of the hearts of those we are seeking to benefit, the hardness of our own hearts and our feeble apprehension of the solemn reality of -;eternal things 
may be the true cause of our want of success." -Hudson Taylor
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"Character in a saint means the 
disposition of Jesus Christ persis-
tently manifested." -Oswald 
Chambers

"Revival is the saints of God ago-
nizing on behalf of lost souls going 
to hell." -James A. Stewart 



John Wesley Redfield 
JOHN WESLEY REDFIELD WAS a man who awak-
ened both the sleeping sinner and careless Christian. 
When Mr. Redfield prayed or preached men and 
women were touched by Jesus and went home dif-
ferent than when they came. Under the influence of 
Mr. Redfield's ministry, the slaves of sin were 
brought to repentance and totally set free. Wherever 
he preached, church after church seemed to be ef-
fected in the same way.

On one occasion Mr. Redfield entered the pulpit 
with an especially intense and heavy burden press-
ing upon his heart. Without hesitation he began his 
message by clearly describing all those who had 
lived in the church for years without true saving 
grace; who had sat under the most searching gospel 
ministry; who had seen the truth lived out before 
them and yet rejected it all. With passion he warned 
all those who had shunned the narrow path of re-
pentance and the cross of Christ. As Mr. Redfield 
spoke the Holy Spirit brought a shaking conviction 
of sin upon the entire congregation. Some cried out, 
some fell prostrate before they could get to the altar, 
and others fell at the altar. The slain lay in some 
places totally helpless, one upon another until the 
aisles were closed for hours. At this exact same time, 
people miles away also fell under the power of God 
in the seclusion of their own homes.

John Wesley Redfield said of himself, "God has 
made me a rough man and given me a rough gospel 
for rough hearts." He preached holiness forcibly 
every where he went. This sometimes aroused great 
opposition, but it also brought great results. Dead 
churches were revived, new ones were built and the 
sick were often healed.  Mr. Redfield's doctrine and 
anointing were not borrowed from books, but born 
in prayer. "Frequently he would groan as if in the 
throes of death as he wrestled in prayer; then the 
victory would come. People shouted, prayed and 
confessed, many lost their strength and did not 
regain it until they promised obedience to God."

Such manifestations of God's power frequently 
followed his ministry.  Under Redfield's preaching 
in New York, people would run out the back doors 
of the meeting house trying to avoid the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit.

C. H. Spurgeon 
THE MEMORY OF CHARLES Haddon Spurgeon 
has been cherished among evangelical Christians for 
over the past 100 years. Many Christian leaders 
consider him to be the greatest preacher England 
ever produced. He is commonly hailed as the 
"Prince of Preachers". Over 63 volumes of published 
sermons still bear witness to the richness and suc-
cess of C. H. Spurgeon's ministry. Though known as 
a great preacher, it was not preaching that made 
Spurgeon great. Mr. Spurgeon repeatedly acknowl-
edged his success as the direct result of his congre-
gation's faithful prayers. "It has often been remarked 
that the whole church helped produce Spurgeon." 
When visitors would come to Spurgeon's church he 
would take them to the basement prayer-room 
where people were always on their knees interced-
ing. Then Spurgeon would declare, "Here is the 
powerhouse of this church." 

Spurgeon in his autobiography described his grate-
fulness for being blessed with such a praying 
church. "I always give all the glory to God, but I do 
not forget that He gave me the privilege of minister-
ing from the first to a praying people. We had 
prayer meetings that moved our very souls, each 
one appeared determined to storm the Celestial City 
by the might of intercession." Spurgeon regarded 
the prayer-meeting as the spiritual thermometer of a 
church. His church's Monday night prayer meeting 
had a worldwide testimony for many years. Every 
Monday night a large portion of Spurgeon's sanctu-
ary was filled with earnest and fervent intercessors. 

Spurgeon fully recognized that the Church's greatest 
need was not to have another, "Prince of Preachers", 
but to have more princes of prayer. One of his many 
published sermons expressed his feelings on this. 
He wrote, "Shall I give you yet another reason why 
you should pray? I have preached my very heart 
out. I could not say any more than I have said. Will 
not your prayers accomplish that which my preach-
ing fails to do? Is it not likely that the Church has 
been putting forth its preaching hand but not its 
praying hand? Oh dear friends! Let us agonize in 
prayer . . . " 

Uncle John Vassar
THE CENTRAL FACT OF true Christianity is a 
Holy and intimate union with Jesus Christ. Uncle 
John Vassar was never content with anything less 
than true Christianity. First and foremost he was a 
loyal lover of Jesus. John Vassar was known as the 
Apostle of Personal Evangelism because of his fer-
vent and constant witness to the Savior's worth. 
Loving Jesus was his principle, his passion and his 
one antidote against every sin. 

"One day he came out of a church where a noted 
minister had preached, and with a grieved, disap-
pointed look and a quivering voice he said, 'Oh he 
never mentioned the name of Jesus once.'" "Deeper 
than the love of home, deeper than the love of kin-
dred, deeper than the love of country, aye, deeper 
than the love of life, was his affection for that Re-
deemer who had first loved him and given Himself 
for him. He did not talk so much of heaven as many 
Christians do. He talked of being with the Lord and 
like Him." 

Callused knees produce courageous hearts. Uncle 
John Vassar's prayer habits made him a man of great 
faith. "He did not believe simply in the God of ages 
ago. He believed in the God of today. He could not 
be persuaded that the wonderworking Spirit fin-
ished His operations at Pentecost. He could not be 
convinced that the supernatural was no longer to be 
looked for. He would get a church or a schoolhouse 
open, and then invite people out. Almost invariably 
a revival would commence. Often God would tri-
umph gloriously. Converts would be multiplied. 
There would be apostolic work because it was un-
derlaid and pushed with apostolic faith."  John Vas-
sar's zeal and consecration were so intense that it 
often astonished and offended those who called 
themselves "Christians". "Despised, rebuffed, and 
persecuted he held right on meekly and joyfully, in 
his simple and faithful way with his little worn New 
Testament in hand and his single eye fixed on Jesus.

David Smithers  - A Church historian that has a pas-
sion to see revival that will send out missionaries in this 
generation. Founded a ministry awakeandgo.com where 
you can access more of his writings.
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Truth Revelations

THAT WE MUST OFTEN receive new truth into 
minds already cluttered up with old truths, half-
truths and scraps of downright error, and fit it into 
the total in such a way that it will appear right and 
?feel? right to the heart, makes it extremely difficult 
for us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The camel may squeeze through the eye of the nee-
dle and be well on his way before some of us can rid 
ourselves of our hindrances and get our minds clear 
for the free reception of God?s unadulterated truth. 

Lest the bare statement of the facts tend to discour-
age someone, let us look at the other side of the 
question. Undoubtedly God knows our frame and 
remembers that we are dust.

We should not berate ourselves too much for this 
weakness. Even an apostle had to have a vision 
from heaven to free him from some of his old mis-
conceptions and open his heart to a new order of 
truth (Acts 10:9-16). And we should remember that 
it does not take a perfect understanding of all truth 
to save a man and bring him into communion with 
God. Furthermore, God has sent us a Teacher in the 
person of the Holy Spirit (John 16:12-15).

If we humble ourselves and come to God as little 
children, He will reveal His Son in us and favor us 
with revelations of spiritual truth unknown to the 
wise and the prudent (Matthew 11:25-27).

We need to cultivate a healthy skepticism toward 
everything that cannot be supported by the plain 
teaching of the Bible. Belief is faith only when it has 
God?s revealed truth for its object; beyond that it 
may be fully as injurious as unbelief itself. 

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) - Known as the “20th cen-
tury prophet” his writings and preaching have stirred 
and brought many to a deeper walk with God. Pas-
tored in the Alliance church movement.

Thus saith the Lord 
God
PRAYER IS THE FORERUNNER OF mercy. Turn to 
sacred history, and you will find that scarcely ever 
did a great mercy come to this world unheralded by 
supplication. You have found this true in your own 
personal experience. God has given you many an 
unsolicited favour, but still great prayer has always 
been the prelude of great mercy with you. When 
you first found peace through the blood of the cross, 
you had been praying much, and earnestly interced-
ing with God that He would remove your doubts, 
and deliver you from your distresses. Your assur-
ance was the result of prayer. When at any time you 
have had high and rapturous joys, you have been 
obliged to look upon them as answers to your 
prayers. When you have had great deliverances out 
of sore troubles, and mighty helps in great dangers, 
you have been able to say, "I sought the Lord, and 
He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." 
Prayer is always the preface to blessing. It goes be-
fore the blessing as the blessing's shadow. When the 
sunlight of God's mercies rises upon our necessities, 
it casts the shadow of prayer far down upon the 
plain. Or, to use another illustration, when God 
piles up a hill of mercies, He Himself shines behind 
them, and He casts on our spirits the shadow of 
prayer, so that we may rest certain, if we are much 
in prayer, our pleadings are the shadows of mercy. 
Prayer is thus connected with the blessing to show 
us the value of it. If we had the blessings without 
asking for them, we should think them common 
things; but prayer makes our mercies more precious 
than diamonds. The things we ask for are precious, 
but we do not realize their preciousness until we 
have sought for them earnestly. 

"Prayer makes the darken'd cloud withdraw; Prayer 
climbs the ladder Jacob saw; Gives exercise to faith 
and love; Brings every blessing from above."

C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) - British Baptist 
preacher known as the “prince of preachers.” He 
wrote volumes of works that are still reprinted in our 
day. Used to bring many souls to Christ in England.

Few Revived Dead
Denominations
THERE ARE VERY, VERY FEW occasions when 
God Almighty has revived dead denominations. 
The men who stirred their generations had to go 
outside the camp. Doesn’t it say in Hebrews 13:12 
that

He went outside the camp?! That’s fine, but when it 
comes to verse 13 you go outside the camp and bear 
His reproach. Maybe before long God will bring a 
cleavage somewhere in this city, I hope He does. 
And you will have to get outside of the camp. You 
will have to leave your group, and you will have to 
go join a people who have the anointing of God. 
They may be poor, and have no stained glass win-
dow, and beautiful choir...

I am impressed with this, you may not be, but I am. 
Verse 9: "It came to pass, as Moses entered into the 
tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood 
at the door of the tabernacle.... And all the people 
saw the cloudy pillar." Wouldn’t it be wonderful...? 
Imagine if you could answer your child as one of 
those Israeli mothers would. Her little boy wakes up 
at night and says,

"Mommy, sometimes I think of those days we were 
in Egypt, I think about that terrible journey we 
made and I wonder what’s going to happen." She 
puts her arms around him and says, "Darling, you 
see that? That pillar of fire over there? That’s the 
holy place. Our Holy God brands it with His pres-
ence of fire."

Doesn’t it say in Hebrews that God makes His An-
gels ministering Spirits, and His ministers flames of 
fire? We’ve got snowmen in the pulpits with icicles 
hanging all around. If ever the fire comes there’ll be 
some melting! 

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) - Preached in 
America for revival until his death. One of the fore-
most authorities on revival in the 20th century, 
namely with the book “Why Revival Tarries.”
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The Great Revivals Of The Past

THERE IS ONE THING that was always prominent 
in the great Revivals of past days, a deep and a true 
conviction of sin. And it is one of the vital elements 
that is lacking today. How disappointing are the 
methods of present-day Evangelism! How shallow 
and unreal when compared with the genuine work 
of the Spirit! All this pressing, coaxing, urging; 
standing up, raising the hand, coming to the front, 
etc., all such public display as it is carried on in 
modern campaigns, is surely not the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

Not that pleading with men is unscriptural. God 
forbid! But with conviction absent it is fruitless. And 
modern Evangelism with its chilling irreverence, 
uncalled for slang, and spirit-grieving frivolity, let 
alone its lamentable professionalism, can by no 
means lead up to conviction of sin and result in a 
spiritual outcome.

Where there is genuine conviction of sin it is not 
necessary to urge, coax or press in the energy of the 

flesh; sinners will come without being asked; they 
will come because they must. Those who go home 
from the meeting unable to eat or sleep because of 
deep conviction do not need to be coaxed and urged 
to seek relief.

The Modern Campaign

In the modern campaign the evangelist calls upon 
people to accept Christ, and rightly so. But oh, that 
we could hear sinners calling upon Christ to accept 
them! People take salvation today in such a cold, 
formal, matter-of-fact, business-like sort of way, that 
it appears as though they are doing God an honor in 
condescending to receive His offer of Redemption. 
Their eyes are dry, their sense of sin absent; nor is 
there any sign of penitence and contrition. They 
look upon it as a manly thing to do. But oh, if there 
were conviction! if they came with hearts bowed 
down, yea! broken and contrite, came with the cry 
of the guilt-laden soul: "God be merciful to me a 
sinner!"--what converts they would be! But in our 
Twentieth Century Evangelism such is not the case. 
Men are urged to be saved before they know they 

are lost, to believe without being convicted of their 
need. The fruit is picked before it is ripe, and of 
course the work is bound to come undone. If we are 
to get Holy Spirit Fruit, God must prepare the 
ground, the Holy Spirit must convict of sin before 
men can truly believe. It is right to tell people to 
believe when God has done His work in their 
hearts, but first they must feel their need. Let us 
wait until the Spirit of God has done His part before 
we say: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved." Let us first see the signs of convic-
tion as in the case of the Philippian jailor. And when 
their anguish is so deep that they are forced to cry 
aloud: "What must I do to be saved ?" then we will 
know that they are ready to be exhorted to trust and 
exercise faith in Christ, but not until then. "There is 
another Gospel, too popular in the present day, 
which seems to exclude conviction of sin and repen-
tance from the scheme of Salvation; which demands 
from the sinner a mere intellectual assent to the fact 
of his guilt and sinfulness, and a like intellectual 
assent to the fact and sufficiency of Christ's atone-
ment; and such assent yielded, tells him to go in 
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Conviction In Revival
“All this pressing, coaxing, urging; standing up, raising the hand, coming to 
the front, is surely not the work of the Holy Spirit....”



peace, and to he happy in the assurance that the 
Lord Jesus has made all right between his soul and 
God; thus crying peace, peace, when there is no 
peace.

Flimsy And False Conversions

"Flimsy and false conversions of this sort may be 
one reason why so many who assume the Christian 
profession dishonor God and bring reproach on the 
church by their inconsistent lives, and by their ulti-
mate relapse into worldliness and sin. The whole 
counsel of God must be declared. 'By the law is the 
knowledge of sin.' Sin must be felt before it can be 
mourned. Sinners must sorrow before they can be 
comforted. True conversions are the great want of 
the times. Conversions such as were common once, 
and shall be again, when the church shakes off her 
lethargy, takes hold upon God's strength, and brings 
down the ancient power. Then, as of old, sinners 
will quail before the terror of the Lord."--J. H. Lord.

Would we think of calling a doctor before we were 
sick? Do we urge people who are well and strong to 
hasten to the 
physician? 
Does the man 
who is swim-
ming well be-
seech those on 
the shore to 
come and save 
him? Certainly 
not! But let 
sickness come, 
and at once we 
feel our need 
and a doctor is called. We know that we require a 
remedy. When we feel ourselves sinking below the 
surface, and realize that we are drowning, we will 
then soon call for help, and oh, the agony through 
which we pass as we find ourselves going down 
and know that unless some one saves us, we are lost 
and must perish! So it is with a perishing soul. 
When a man is convicted of his lost condition he 
will cry out in the bitter anguish of his heart: "What 
must I do to be saved?" He will need no urging, no 
coaxing; it is a matter of life or death to him, and he 
will do anything to be saved.

Oh, The Glory Of It!

So you see I am not talking about an Evangelistic 
campaign. That is frequently man's work, and some-
times entirely so. But this Revival--oh, the glory of 
it! all, all of God! Man has no room for honor here. 
While these special evangelistic services--how dif-
ferent they are! Great excitement, much outward joy, 
scores of reported converts, and then--a spurious 
outcome, a false state. This "accepting Christ" theory 
without conviction, a head belief, but no New Birth, 
no "Born Again" experience--what a mockery it is!

It is this lack of conviction that results in a spurious 
Revival, and causes the work to come undone. It is 
one thing to hold up the hand and sign a decision 

card, but it is quite another thing to get saved. Souls 
must be brought into clear and abiding liberty if the 
work is to last. It is one thing to have hundreds of 
professed converts during 
the excitement of the 
campaign, but it is an-
other thing to come back 
five years after and find 
them still there. John 
Bunyan understood it 
well when he pictured 
Christian with his great 
load of sin on his back, 
and described his exercise 
of soul until he got rid of 
his burden at the foot of 
the Cross.

His Own Value On His Word

God has placed His own value on His word. He 
calls it a "Fire," a "Hammer" and a "Sword." Now fire 
burns; a blow from a hammer hurts; while a cut 
from a sword causes real pain. And when His Word 

is proclaimed in the power of the 
Anointing it will have exactly the same 
results. It will burn like a fire, break like 
a hammer and pierce like a sword, and 
the spiritual or mental pain will be just 
as severe and real as the physical. And 
if not,--then there is something wrong 
either with the messenger or the mes-
sage. "Were a person who had commit-
ted an awful crime to be suddenly ar-
rested; were his guilt brought home to 
his conscience by some messenger of 
justice, in the pointed language of Holy 

Writ, 'Thou art the man;' it would be perfectly natu-
ral for the culprit to turn pale, to falter in his speech, 
to tremble, and to present every symptom of real 
agony and distress. When Belshazzar, the proud 
Assyrian monarch, saw the appearance of a man's 
hand writing upon the plaster of the wall of his 
palace, his countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints 
of his loins were loosed and his 
knees smote one against an-
other. And the effects have 
never yet been deemed unnatu-
ral. Why then should it be 
thought strange to behold sin-
ners who have been powerfully 
awakened by the Spirit of God, 
who are so deeply convinced of 
the enormity of their crimes as to 
apprehend they are every moment in danger of 
dropping into the burning lake, who imagine that 
hell is moved from beneath to meet them at their 
coming, why should it be thought unnatural for 
such persons to discover outward symptoms of the 
alarming distress and agitation felt within?'' -- 
Memoir of Wm. Bramwell.

Every Revival

Such has been the experience of God's servants all 
down the centuries. In every Revival there has been 
deep conviction of sin. Some of the records sound 

strange indeed to those who 
have known and studied 
nothing but Twentieth Cen-
tury Evangelism. Incidents 
such as the following were 
common to these men. 
"About the middle of the 
sermon a man cried out. I fell 
to prayer, nor could we 
preach any more for cries 
and tears all over the 
chapel."--Thos. Collins. 
"Cries for mercy rang all over 

the chapel. Before the sermon was done, I with 
many others, fell upon my knees to implore 
Salvation."--One of Thos. Collins' Converts. "The 
sermon was swallowed up in victory. Seekers left 
their pews, and trooping, unbidden, up the aisles, 
knelt around the communion rail." -- Thos. Collins. 
"A Quaker who stood by was not a little displeased 
at the dissimulation of these creatures, and was 
biting his lips and knitting his brows, when he 
dropped down as thunder-struck. The agony he was 
in was even terrible to behold. We besought God not 
to lay folly to his charge, and he soon lifted up his 
head and cried aloud, 'Now I know thou art a 
prophet of the Lord.' " --John Wesley.

"The power of God was present. They came to be 
saved, and were not disappointed. The sobs and 
cries were wonderful. It seemed as if God had come 
down in terror and power; as if the Spirit were pass-
ing through every region of every soul, diffusing 
Himself through all its capacities, and recesses; 
throwing light into the understanding, assailing and 
subverting the fortress of sin in the heart; revealing 
Himself as the antagonist of sin--disturbing and 
tracking it in all its windings--stirring the soul to its 
depths, drawing it slowly, but surely, to a crisis--

piling up these sentences 
of condemnation, one 
upon another, until the 
whole soul, collecting 
all its energies into one 
out-cry for mercy, ex-
claimed, 'God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner, 
what must I do to be 
saved? Save, Lord, or I 
perish! O, save or I sink 
into hell. Heal my soul 
for I have sinned 

against Thee !"--James 
Caughey.

Oswald J. Smith (1889-1986) - Used of God to raise 
millions for world missions. Published over 1200 
hymns and poems. And wrote over 50 books on sub-
jects of missions and revival. 
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“The sobs and cries were 
wonderful. It seemed as if 
God had come down in 
terror and power...”

“Flimsy and false conver-
sions of this sort may be 
one reason why so many 
who assume the Christian 
profession....”

“This ‘accepting Christ’ 
theory without
conviction, a head belief, 
but no New Birth....”



Do You Love Me?

JESUS, WHO SO OFTEN says "Who-
ever loves Me . . ." "Do you love Me?" 
is concerned about our LOVE! He is 
concerned about a special kind of 
love. It is the love which is shadowed 
in the relationship between a bride 
and her bridegroom; that is, it is an 
exclusive love, a love which places the 
beloved, the bridegroom, above all 
other loves, in the first place. As a 
Bridegroom, Jesus has a claim to "first 
love". He who has loved us so much 
wants to possess us completely, with 
everything we are and have. Jesus 
gave Himself wholly and completely 
for us. Now His love is yearning for us 
to surrender ourselves and everything 
that we are to Him, so that He can 
really be our "first love". So long as 
our love for Him is a divided love, so 
long as our heart is bound to family, 

possessions, or the like, He will not 
count our love to be genuine. Divided 
love is of so little value to Him that He 
will not enter into a bond of love with 
such a soul, for this bond presupposes 
a full mutual love. Because our love is 
so precious to Jesus, because He 
yearns for our love, He waits for our 
uncompromising commitment. 

Two Alternatives

Whenever there are two alternatives, 
true love always chooses Jesus. If, for 
example, Jesus calls someone into the 
mission-field, then for Jesus' sake he 
has to depart from his native land, 
often leaving his family behind or 
being separated from his wife for a 
while. The love for these things has to 
take second place. Jesus can be our 
true love, our first love, only if this 
love takes priority over all others only 
if, whenever we are faced with the 

choice between Jesus or people and 
things, we choose Him. Jesus has the 
right to make such a claim upon our 
love, because there is no one like Him. 
No one is so full of glory, so full of 
royal beauty and powerful love as 
Jesus. His love is so overwhelming, so 
tender so intimate, so fiery and so 
strong. No human love could ever be 
compared with it. No one loves so 
exclusively, so faithfully and with 
such loving care. No one exists so 
exclusively for us as Jesus.

He Can Bestow His Love

Jesus knows what He can bestow with 
His love. He knows how happy He 
can make a human soul. That is why 
He has a thousand times more right 
than an earthly bridegroom to say, 
"Give Me everything-your whole love-
your first love, for which you would 
leave earthly things behind, just as a 

bride would put aside all her other 
desires and would give up home and 
fatherland." .

Jesus stands before us as One who 
entreats. He wants to take complete 
possession of us. His love is a jealous 
love, because it is so great and filled 
with such a strong ardor for us (Ex. 
34:14). It is a grief to Him when we do 
not return His love with all that we 
are and have. His love for us is so 
powerful that it yearns to receive the 
ultimate of love from us, and for the 
true bride there is nothing more bliss-
ful than to surrender her whole being, 
her whole love to the One who loves 
her.

Basilea Schlink (1947-2001) - Ba-
siliea Schlink was the co-founder and 
spiritual leader of a community dedi-
cated to share the gospel message.
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bridegroom; that is, it is an exclusive love....”



Great Weaknesses

ONE OF THE GREAT weaknesses of 
many forms of ministry today is the 
attempt to sow good seed among 
thorns. The thorns generally continue 
springing up, and the seed is choked 
thereby, despite the good intention of 
the human sower. Seed sown in a 
prepared ground requires only the 
action of the elements to produce fruit 
in season. Seed sown by the wayside, 
or in stony places, or among thorns, 
will have its prospects of life severely 
threatened almost immediately. Like-
wise, changing the mode of illustra-
tion, a Christian who is in proper rela-
tionship with God is generally hungry 
for the great truths and affirmations of 
the Gospel. A constructive message is 
then not only desirable, but necessary. 
Good food, the finest of the cream of 
the wheat of the Gospel of Christ, is 

eagerly assimilated by the Christian 
who lives in harmony with God. 

Not In Proper Relationship

Yet all Christians are not in proper 
relationship with their Lord. The pre-
sent obvious dearth of revival is 
largely due to the fact that the major-
ity of Christians are out of touch with 
the source of Divine power. Even at 
conventions, the first work needed is 
to get things put right in the lives of 
those attending. To give a sick stom-
ach an overdose of cream is to risk 
indigestion. Even a sick stomach pre-
fers the taste of cream to the flavor of 
the bitter medicine. Still the bitter 
medicine is necessary, and it does not 
prevent the enjoying and digesting of 
good food afterwards-rather it creates 
the actual appetite of good health, 
which is quite distinct from the false 
cravings of indigestion. 

The Glorious Message

For instance, the glorious message of 
the position of every believer in Christ 
is a comfort to many souls. Yet it can-
not bring much blessing to a stubborn 
Christian living in disobedience and 
conscious sin. He needs to act on the 
teaching of repentance and confession 
and cleansing first, and then he may 
comfort himself with other truths. I 
heard once of a church which had the 
cream of doctrine given within its 
walls, week in, week out. Judging 
from the quality of uplifting ministry 
given there, one would have expected 
to find the church members on the 
highest heavenly plane. But in this 
instance, they had a church quarrel 
which resulted in the bread and wine 
being spilled in a scuffle, and the po-
lice were called in to restore order. 
They obviously needed more than 

cream. Medicine was wanted badly. 
Positional truth cannot be profitably 
taught until conditional teaching has 
had its effect. Cast no pearls before 
swine. So great is this problem, that 
when the preacher strikes out against 
sin among believers and urges purity 
of life, critics cry "Introspection," and 
some insist that he is trying to divert 
the eyes of the people away from 
Christ towards self and shortcomings.

Let us comfort one another with the 
grand truths of our position in Christ. 
But let us not make excuse by saying 
that our "completeness" in Him per-
mits us to wink at known sin.

J. Edwin Orr (1912-1987) - A revival 
historian that experienced genuine 
revival in the UK and toured the world 
as a result.
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A Definition Of Revival

REVIVAL.... ANOTHER definition would be to 
recover, repair or restore.  Hosea 10:12 says: "Sow 
to yourself in righteousness, reap in mercy; break 
up your fallow ground; for it is time to seek the 
Lord till He come and reign righteousness upon 
you."

What is fallow ground?  Fallow ground is 
ground that has been fruitful, and then it has 
been plowed over, and no seed has been sown in 
it, and therefore it has become unproductive. 

Notice, there is a human emphasis here -- it says 
that we are to break up -- you break up your 
fallow ground. Now take another aspect of it 
here in Psalm 85:6 "Would Thou not revive us 
again: that Thy people may rejoice in Thee." So, 
there is an absence of joy, of vitality -- there is an 
absence of ecstasy. The very word "revive" pre-
supposes life. You can only revive what has al-
ready had vitality -- life that has become sick, 
weak, or apathetic. I think the nearest analogy I 

can give you is a recent case of a man who ap-
parently drowned. He had been under the water 
for an incredible amount of time. Then some-
body pulled him out and worked and worked on 
him, and eventually life came again. This is actu-
ally what it means to revive,  It means to revital-
ize. It means to restore lost power. It means to 
recover lost energy.

Repent Ye Therefore

In the Acts of the Apostles 3:19 we read, "Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord." What-
ever else we say about revival we have to recog-
nize this, that revival is an act of mercy in the 
sovereignty of God.There is a vast difference 
between revival and evangelism. When we speak 
of revival in America we think of church adver-
tising, "Our revival will begin next Sunday night 
at a certain time and it is going to finish the next 
Sunday night at a certain time." Obviously this is 

something purely mechanical, it is something 
which men have engineered.

The Offenses Of Revival

I think that one of the offenses of revival, in the 
historic sense, is that it cannot be organized. As 
Doctor Tozer said, "When revival comes it 
changes the moral climate of a community." 
You can have revival that covers a church -- 
Spurgeon had that. You can have a revival that 
covers a city. You can have a revival that covers 
the whole nation -- and I am thinking in this 
context more than in the other contexts (though 
sometimes revival spreads from here to there -- 
like fire spreads.)

Revival cannot be organized -- evangelism can 
be organized. Revival cannot be subsidized -- 
evangelism can and usually it must be. Revival 
cannot be advertised -- evangelism can. It may 
cost millions of dollars, as it often does, to have 
one of our huge,
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modern, so called revivals. You have to pay vast 
sums of money for time on TV, for example -- 
perhaps a million dollars a night. That's incredi-
ble, that's unthinkable to 
me in the context of Bibli-
cal revival, or even his-
torical revival.

Revival Advertising?

Why doesn't revival need 
to be advertised? For the 
simple reason, that fire is 
the most self advertising 
thing that there is, 
whether it is a physical 
fire or a revival fire. It draws 
people like a magnet. To bring this down to 
modern technology -- revival cannot be comput-
erized. There is information that you can put in 
computer and presto, you get the answer pre-
dicting an outcome according to the facts that 
were put in. But you cannot computerize or pre-
dict revival. There are periods in which one thing 
predominates. Sometimes revival is totally taken 
over by sorrow. Sometimes revival is totally 
taken over by joy, ecstasy 'till you don't know 
whether you are in the flesh or whether you've 
gone out of the earth. Sometimes revival is taken 
over by stillness.

There are times when you go to a prayer meeting 
and the power of God is there. There is stillness 
and you feel it is creative. You feel, "Now some-
thing is building up around here, somebody is 
going to come out shortly with a heart bursting... 
with some agonizing prayer..."

Revival Cannot Be Rationalized

Revival cannot be rationalized. Again, one of the 
offensive things about revival is you can't put 
your finger on the spot, usually, as to how or 
why or where it began. It is supremely an act of 
God. You find a man would go with a series of 
messages to a community and before long that 
community is alive, it's throbbing. He goes to 
another town with exactly the same group of 
men, the same type of prayer is poured out, the 
same sweat and soul travail and there is no re-
sponse.

You can't predict and you can't organize revival. 
Why? Because you can't organize where the 
wind is coming from. The Spirit, the wind, 
bloweth where it listeth. If you say it's going to 
come this way, it comes that way. If you say 
God's going to use that man, very often He 
doesn't even bother with that man. Revival so 
often comes through unknown characters. I don't 
think the world has ever been in a greater sense 
of turmoil than it is in this moment. I don't think 
our nation has. Whatever we shall say about 
revival we have to recognize this: There are three 
things about natural life: conception, gestation, 
and birth. You can't alter the program. There has 

never been revival, that I can trace, that has not 
been preceded by agonizing prayer. You might 
say, "I haven't got to that stage yet of agonizing 

prayer. How does is 
come?" Well, it comes 
through vision.

Concept Of Revival

If we are really going to 
get a concept of revival 
we have to get a vision of 
God's sorrow over sin. 
We have to get a concept 
of how, day by day, we 
offend God. As a nation 

we offend God in millions 
of ways. When I was praying in the Bahamas one 
day, I saw a great column of smoke, which hap-
pened to be coming from tires that were being 
burned. It was as black as could be, and over 
there I saw a wisp of smoke going up from the 
ground. I didn't think much of it until about a 
year after, I was praying and the Lord said, "That 
volume of black, thick smoke is like the volume 
of sin that goes up every day." All the blasphemy, 
all the unbelief, all the dirty stories, all the lying, 
all the deception, all sex-perversion, all drunk-
enness -- this tremendous column of iniquity 
goes up in the sight of God. And here you have a 
little wisp -- of what? That is the praise that God 
gets out of His people. If we are going to realize 
how much we need revival we need to recognize 
the dimension of sin. We have to recognize that 
sin offends God.

Psalm 85:4 says, "Turn us, O God of our salvation 
and cause Thine anger towards us to cease. Wilt 
Thou be angry with us forever?" Psalm 80 verse 
3, "Turn us again, O God, and cause Thy face to 
shine." Notice, it's repeated again in verse 7 and 
in verse 19, "...cause Thy face to shine." "...cause 
Thy face to shine." You know, I think one of the 
awesome tragedies of our day is this: the people 
of Israel could not live if God turned His face 
away from them and seems now we cannot live 
if God turns His face on us!

The Awesomeness Of God’s Presence

The awesomeness of God's presence... The awe-
someness of God's majesty... We've had meetings, 
in the last month particularly, where I would sit 
down at the end of the meeting. I didn't know 
what to do with it, and the pastor said, "Well, I 
can't handle a meeting like this, what do you 
do?" The invasion of God's power was so awe-
some that there was no way that you could han-
dle it, so you just let the meeting ride itself out. 
We were having meetings five hours long, be-
ginning at seven at night and finishing at mid-
night. College students came, and university 
people, and business people. When God comes, 
our social distinctions don't matter, our intellec-
tual distinctions don't matter. There is an over-
whelming sense that God is dealing, not with my 

intellect, not with my body, not with my emo-
tions so much as with the inner man... the inner 
being... the inner temple which He wants to in-
dwell. Isn't it amazing that with all the Iatola 
Khomeni has done, he has done some good 
things. He kicked liquor out of the country. Our 
president daren't do that. Last week he called his 
whole nation to five days of prayer and fasting. 
Do you think we have anybody in Washington 
who has enough insight to do that? With all the 
talk of spirituality they don't have enough sense 
to do that.

Gird Yourselves, And Lament!

Joel speaks about the priests, the ministers of 
God. Look at Joel 1:13, "Gird yourselves, and 
lament, ye priests: howl ye ministers of the altar, 
come lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my 
God." Go over to verse 12 of the 2nd chapter, 
"Turn ye now even to Me with all your heart and 
with fasting, and with weeping, and with 
mourning: and rend your heart, and not your 
garments." Come down to verse 17, "Let the 
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between 
the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare 
Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage 
to reproach."

Now, how do you get to that state? There is no 
way you can jump to that level in ten minutes. It 
is an operation. It's a process. It's a preparation. 
There has to be an individual breaking up of 
fallow ground in me. What is there in my indi-
vidual life that obstructs the flow of the Spirit? 
If you are going to break up fallow ground you 
have to get your own life into a state of discipline 
-- and we are the most undisciplined generation 
of believers ever. There is no way of getting to 
revival unless previously there comes broken-
ness.

Fill Up Empty Pews?

What God wants is not to fill up empty pews. He 
is not concerned about filling empty churches, 
He is concerned about filling empty hearts. And 
empty lives, and empty eyes that have no vision; 
Empty hearts that have no passion, And empty 
wills that have no purpose.

Have you ever thought about the enormity of the 
Jewish system? A great monolith of priests and 
Levites, and offerings and sacrifices, and new 
moons and Sabbaths, and Urim and Thumin. 
Then suddenly God puts one solitary individual 
there and he has one commission. "You go and 
prepare the way of the Lord." But he has all this 
against him: At least 2000 priests, a senior priest 
and elaborate temple. A system of buying and 
selling cattle and other things for sacrifice. An 
outer court, where you could come to a priest 
and tell him of your sin and your guilt and he 
would make an offering for you. And this fellow 
comes and he is saying that the religious system 
is all obsolete 
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That God is going to manifest Himself inde-
pendent of all of that  And that there is Some-
body Else! They say, "You must be the man." He 
says, "Oh, no, no, no! I am 
not the One. I am just 
coming to prepare the 
way of the Lord."

The Sorrow Of God

Now think of the sorrow 
of God after Adam failed. 
Think of the sorrow of 
God after the whole sys-
tem that He'd inaugurated 
failed. Think of something 
which may be even more 
awesome still: Think of the fact that 2000 years 
have lapsed since Jesus came and did a full work 
of redemption... and the church is still dragging 
its feet today! The human dilemma that we are in 
right now is that we have never been in a lower 
point. People say sometimes, "Don't worry, we 
have got out of situations like this." Oh, no! We 
haven't. Don't you fool yourself. We've never 
gotten out of situation like this. You know why? 
Because we have never been in a situation like 
this. That's why!

A Plague Of Divorce

We've never had difficulties like this. We've 
never had this plague of divorce. We've never 
had a million girls under 16 becoming pregnant, 
like last year. What did they say the night before 
last on the news, "Tonight 20,000 girls over the 
nation will get pregnant." Sex is a sport. Immor-
ality is an accepted way of life.
People say there are fewer divorces than last 
year. Well, how do you expect any more when 
they don't get married? They did get married at 
one time and got divorced. They don't even 
bother to get married now, just live together. 
Have a baby, so what? "We agree to part," that's 
it. So we are a broken nation. Never, never in our 
history did we need revival more than today, the 
day in which we live. But you don't wish re-
vival... there is no such thing.

People say to me all over the country, "I am in-
terested in revival." I say, "Yes, so are a million 
other Americans." I find all kinds of people inter-
ested in it. I don't find many people burdened for 
it. People are very interested in revival, but we 
don't start to break the fallow ground. We don't 
prepare the way of the Lord.

I remember as a little boy I used to go to bed at 
night with a candle... you never had that joy, did 
you? I remember thinking how many other can-
dles you could bring and light off that candle? I 
wonder and I wonder. I never found an answer, 
but I often used to wonder.

It was Charles Wesley who wrote the hymn, "See 
how great a flame aspires, kindled by a spark of 

grace. Jesus' love the nations fires, sets the king-
doms all ablaze.  To bring fire on earth He came, 
kindled in some hearts it is, Oh that all might 

catch the blaze, all par-
take the glorious bliss."

Jesus said, "To bring fire 
on earth have I come." 
Did you hear anybody 
preach on that text? What 
kind of fire? Well, surely 
not hell fire. Holy Ghost 
fire! The most devastating 
fire of all is not the fire 
that consumes a building. 
It isn't even the fire of 

hell. The greatest, most devastating fire, is the 
fire of God. We say, "God is love, God is love, 
God is love..." And yet our God is a consuming 
fire. "Who shall abide the day of His coming," 
Malachi says. "He is like a refiner's fire."
Mathew 3:16, "He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and Fire." But you see, that aspect is 
not stressed in the day in which we live.

Holy Ghost And Fire

Everybody talks about the baptism. So what do 
you mean by the baptism? There is a baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and Fire. Not just with the 
Holy Ghost, but with 
Fire. When He comes 
He will "thoroughly 
purge His floor and 
burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable 
fire. Which, again, 
can happen individu-
ally, or it can happen 
in a church, or it can 
come and work 
through a whole 
community or it can 
work through a whole nation.

Get A Heart And Vision!

There will be a thousand people who, if you get 
a heart and a vision, will say, "Oh, you've got 
tunnel vision." Hmm? Well, I think the one rea-
son why the Apostle Paul conquered... and tri-
umphed... and out-smarted us... and out-suffered 
us... and out-prayed us... and out-sacrificed us... 
and out-preached us was because he settled for 
one thing: "This one thing I do." You've got to 
have one vision, You've got to have one heart, 
You've got to have one purpose, 

This One Thing I Do

"This one thing I do..." I sell out to God's will 
totally. Well, what does this become? Well, I be-
lieve this thing becomes an obsession, as I was 
saying to a brother this morning. For fifty years 
I've wept, and I've prayed, and I've groaned, and 
I've read, and I've fasted, and I've met with guys 

for nights of prayer, and days of prayer, and days 
and days of prayer, for revival. There isn't much 
sign of it. Well, are you sure? You see, prayers 
never die. 

"What are these under the altar? The prayer of 
saints." You never pray a prayer that is born of 
God without it being on record with God. God 
never wastes anything. Do you think you and I 
have prayers born of grief, born of anguish, born 
of desire to see an overthrow of iniquity, (for 
after all that is what revival is) and you think 
God will let them die? Now again, the shadow of 
darkness and death is over this generation like 
nothing we've ever had before. And yet, the 
greatest tragedy of all is this: a sick church in a 
dying world. We have neither the vision nor the 
passion, nor at this moment, the intention of 
setting our house in order -- "to break the fallow 
ground" -- to prepare the way of the Lord.

Seek Personal Revival

My hope is that as we go on here we are not just 
going to gather information and statistics about 
revival, but that we are going to individually 
seek personal revival.

------

Some excerpts from random articles by Ravenhill: 

Spiritual Ecology

"Pollution! Pollution!" cry the 
ecologists about our food, air, 
waters, and our auto emis-
sions. But where, O where are 
the preachers crying out 
against the pollution in the 
churches? The heart of Jesus 
was broken over a nation that 

had the elect prophets of the 
Lord as its advisors. But who had heeded these 
prophets? They had not dined at kings' tables; 
they, like their Master, were despised and re-
jected of men. Some were men with scorching 
tongues; but they were also men with weeping 
eyes. Ah! but tell me if you can, where are the 
weeping preachers today?

The cattle dealers in the temple were more inter-
ested in selling sacrifices than in offering them. 
And so today there are Christians at this very 
hour fighting feverishly for some political cause, 
and yet they are never heated over the wretched 
filth in their own church.

Will we crusade against uncleanness in the 
"Church"? If not, better tell the sleepy saints 
again to eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 
we shall be raptured. But Jesus will not rapture a 
ruptured Church!
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There are some frightful tragedies in the world at 
this moment. When "wise" men swept aside the 
Bible, they told us that we would move into a 
new freedom for men. These wise men have 
proved that they are otherwise. Other smart men 
put their brains together to make a bomb so that 
we can turn a living city crisp in seconds. Then 
think of the implication of Afghanistan and Iran, 
the daily bleeding of millions in Kampuchea, 
and the masses waiting to leave Cuba. These are 
horrible things to contemplate, and yet I think 
there is one thing infinitely worse. It is a sick 
Church in a dying world.

Never So Many Broken Marriages

Never has the great U.S. ever been more broken 
than today. Broken marriages, leaving millions of 
broken homes. Thousands and thousands of 
teenagers whose minds are broken with drugs. 
The people's confidence and trust in the gov-
ernment is broken. The economy is broken -- the 
once-mighty dollar is broken. All is broken ex-
cept the hearts of the believers.

We need broken hearts to face this colossal mess. 
Weeping is not only in order in the pulpit; it is 
commanded! "Let the priests weep between the 
porch and the altar...let them howl" (Joel 2:17; 
1:13). Jeremiah wept over the sin of Israel. David 
wept. Paul wept. John wept. Shall we remain 
dry-eyed in the most crucial chapter in world 
history and in our own?

Counterfeit Zeal

The present lethargy in the Church is almost 
unpardonable. The Jehovah's Witnesses have 
zeal. The Mormons claim they are gaining more 
people from the evangelicals than we are gaining 
from them. The cultists zealously persist in get-
ting a hearing in the streets.

Saul of Tarsus had fanatical zeal. He threw men 
and women in prison and broke up their fami-
lies, persecuting them from city to city. Miracu-
lously God cleansed him, baptized him with fire, 
and made him a model zealot for His Kingdom.

It is not enough in these days of such vast world-
liness in the Church to say that we are funda-
mental or uncompromising in "doctrine." We 
must be ablaze with Holy Spirit-born anger. ("Be 
angry, and yet do not sin" (Eph. 4:26). We must 
feel the hurt of God over the devil's domination 
of this age. We must apologize to the Almighty 
that we have turned to our own way, and have 
been more loyal to a man-made theology than to 
the exceedingly sober words of our Master. Like 
Paul, we must be able to say in His holy pres-
ence, "This one thing I do...." I bear a broken 
heart over the coldness in the Church (including 
my own!). True, the zealous man of God lives for 
one thing only: to please God. He is impervious 
to the opinions of others about his zeal. He cares 
not what it costs him to burn out for God. In 

sickness or in health, in poverty or in wealth, 
whether he is esteemed or despised, flattered or 
flattened, considered a fool or a philosopher, 
through evil report or good report, kisses or 
curses, he is set to do the will of God!

The Church Fouled With Showmanship

This man sees the Church today fouled with 
showmanship, bingo and bake sales, dances, 
tinsel and trivia, "holding to a form of godliness, 
although they have denied its power" (2 Tim. 
3:5). He sees the ministers condoning divorce in 
high places. Maybe his minister is divorced and 
remarried himself.

Jesus today sees His Church unclean with dis-
obedience by a watered-down gospel. We do not 
obey His commandments to "love one another," 
or rejoice to act out Matthew 23:11 - "But the 
greatest among you shall be your servant." If 
there comes a man into the assembly with a gold 
ring, we do give him 
honor (James 2:2). If 
he has great wealth 
but little spirituality, 
he is still welcomed 
as a member of the 
board. We do not 
insist that our young 
preacher boys tarry 
(until they get a 
seminary diploma? 
No!) until they are 
endued with power 
from on high!

The Pharisee’s Prayer

The Pharisee who prayed in the temple said, 
"God, I thank Thee that I am not like other peo-
ple: swindlers, unjust, adulterers." There are 
many so-called Spirit-filled men today, who can-
not even pray that prayer! Unjust they are for 
sure; they pay low wages and tell their workers 
that they are "doing this sacrifice for Jesus." 
Adulterers - there are famous preachers in this 
awful category. They, of course, have an explana-
tion for their infidelity, yet many are accepted at 
conferences as keynote speakers. Extortioners - 
the radio preachers almost have this as a mo-
nopoly. A $25 Bible (God's Holy Word) is offered 
for a $100 gift! Other books are offered at five 
times their cost. "You are judging!" someone will 
say. Correct, I am told to judge (John 7:24). Jesus 
says, "Judge with righteous judgment." Also I, 
along with other true preachers of the Gospel, 
am a watchman and so have to warn others. 
Also, "judgment must begin at the house of the 
Lord." This bait to get money is an abomination. 
Preachers whine for money over the radio and 
television. "For this ministry" they say, and yet 
much of it is to sustain their extravagant lifestyle, 
costly airplanes, and fixing up luxury Bible con-
ference grounds. And now they have joined the 
Pharisees who "rob widows' houses." After emp-

tying your pockets while you live, they ask for 
your house and estate after you die. What next?

Stealing The Glory

This is a day of the personality cult. Men on T V. 
gospel shows are presented as having given up 
so much for the Lord. All they gave up with their 
retirement from stardom was hell and eternal 
punishment. Let it be shouted from the house-
tops that no man does God a favor. Elegant liv-
ing, etc. for the rich evangelists proves nothing 
except that they have not left all to follow Him. 
The Spirit-filled need no status symbols.

The flattering introduction for gospel preachers 
is another great piece of blockage to revival. John 
5:41 and 44 need soul-searching consideration. 
My heart is burdened and burning. God's house 
is polluted. The sinners scoff and say of the rich 
preachers, "Their creed is greed and their god is 
gold." We need a baptism of holy zeal to get us 

back to holy indignation that 
the money grabbers are back 
in the temple, and that God's 
heart is hurting.

Began In The Spirit

The Church began in the 
Spirit; now She is operating in 
the flesh. There is no pillar of 
fire over the sanctuary. There 
are no preachers who can hold 
the hell-bound spell-bound. I 

am not sure that it can be proved that Nero fid-
dled while Rome burned. It can be proved that 
the Church is fiddling while the world is burn-
ing! The one reason that we do not have revival 
today is that we are content to live without it. O 
for a generation of believers who can honestly 
say, "The Zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up."

The Sleeping Giant Of Today

Solemnly and slowly, with his index finger ex-
tended, Napoleon Bonaparte outlined a great 
stretch of country on a map of the world. 
"There," he growled, "is a sleeping giant. Let him 
sleep! If he wakes, he will shake the world." That 
sleeping giant was China. Today, Bonaparte's 
prophecy of some one hundred and fifty years 
ago makes sense. Today Lucifer is probably sur-
veying the church just as Bonaparte did China. 
One can almost behold the fear in his eyes as he 
thinks of the Church's unmeasured potential and 
growls, "Let the Church sleep! If she wakes, she 
will shake the world." Is not the Church the 
sleeping giant of today?

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) - Preached in 
America for revival until his death. One of the fore-
most authorities on revival in the 20th century, 
namely with the book “Why Revival Tarries.”.
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“Jesus today sees His 
Church unclean with dis-
obedience by a watered-
down gospel....”



Quotable Quotes...
William Booth
“God loves with a great love 
the man whose heart is burst-
ing with a passion for the 
impossible." 

Del Fehsenfeld Jr.
“True revival is that divine 
moment when God bursts 
upon the scene and displays 
his glory.” 

Richard Wurmbrand
“It was strictly forbidden to 
preach to other prisoners. It 
was understood that whoever 
was caught doing this re-
ceived a severe beating. A 
number of us decided to pay 
the price for the privilege of 
preaching.”

Stephen Olford
“Revival is ultimately Christ 
Himself, seen, felt, heard, 
living, active, moving in and 
through His body on earth.”

Al Whittinghill
“Complacency is our state 
when we are self-satisfied 
and have a casual approach 
to God. The church of 
Laodicea in Revelation 
3:15-17 shows the attitude of 
those who become content in 
‘lukewarm living’ and become 
blinded to their true condi-
tion.”

The Old Paths
P.O. Box 584,
Regina, SK, 
Canada, S4P 3A3
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