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Ravens and Doves

by Zac Poonen

The sermon contrasts the flesh and the Holy Spirit, using the raven and the dove as pictures, and encourages
listeners to identify with the dove and seek peace and holiness.

Duration: 5:48
Scripture: Genesis 8.7
Topics: "Purity"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of discerning whether one is a raven or a dove in
their actions and attitudes. He uses the analogy of clicking the mouse on the internet to determine one's
nature. The speaker refers to three examples from the Old Testament to illustrate the difference between
the flesh (represented by the raven) and the Holy Spirit (represented by the dove). He mentions Noah
sending out a raven, which never returned because it found pleasure in the dead flesh, symbolizing a
worldly mindset. In contrast, when Noah sent out a dove, it immediately returned, showing its rejection of
the dead flesh and its desire for peace. The speaker concludes by highlighting the importance of our
attitude towards the world and our pursuit of peace with God and others.

Transcript

In the Old Testament we read of, | just want to mention three examples from the Old Testament. The Old
Testament has got pictures of the Holy Spirit. And one picture is when Noah, you know, the ark, the
waters had subsided, and Noah didn't know what the condition of the world was outside and he sent out a
raven, a Crow.

And that raven never came back. And the raven is a picture of the flesh. Why did the raven never come
back? And what was there out on the earth? All those precious dead bodies which ravens loved to feast
on.

There were dead animals, there were dead human beings, bodies floating around, and the raven just
enjoyed. He says, this is great. And that's how a man of the world is.

You send him out of the world and he says, boy, this is wonderful. The opportunities to sin, dead flesh all
around. That's the raven.

And then Noah sent out a dove. It's a picture of the Holy Spirit. He rested on Jesus in his baptism.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



And the dove came back immediately. What a difference. The dove said, hey, | don't want that.

He looked around, some more dead flesh, | don't want that. He came right back into the ark. That's the
mark of a man led by the Holy Spirit.

You see the difference between the flesh and the Spirit right there. It's our attitude to the world. When you
go out in the midst of worldly friends, and you enjoy the dirty jokes and the useless conversation, you
know pretty soon whether you're a raven or a dove.

The ravens just love it out there with all that death floating around on the waters. But a dove wouldn't
touch one of them. It finally brought, when it went out another time, it brought back an olive leaf.

That's what a dove is interested in, peace. Peace with God. Peace in the heart.
And peace with all men. And you know whether you're like that. Ravens love to quarrel.

Doves look for the olive leaf. And you know pretty soon when there's tension and quarreling around,
whether you're a raven or a dove. You'll know it yourself, | don't have to tell you.

You'll know it yourself, | don't have to tell you. When you're on the Internet, and you can do amazing things
with that little mouse. Take you all over the world.

Take you all types of pictures. There are pictures that ravens love and there are pictures that doves love.
And where you click will tell you whether you're a raven or a dove.

And it doesn't matter which church you go to. We can all act holy here on Sunday morning. And look like
the most pious people on earth.

But it's where you click the mouse during the week. But it's where you click the mouse during the week.
You'll know it yourself, | don't have to tell you.

You'll know it yourself, |1 don't have to tell you. Yourself, | don't have to tell you. You'll know it yourself, |
don't have to tell you.

| don't know if you can.

Audio: https://sermonindexl1.b-cdn.net/16/SID16863.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/ravens-and-doves/
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