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Pharisees Concentrate on Having a Good
Testimony Externally Only

by Zac Poonen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of prioritizing internal purity and seeking God's approval over external
appearances and man's approval.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:7, Psalm 51:10, Proverbs 4:23, Matthew 23:25, James 4:8
Topics: "Heart Purity", "Godly Devotion"

Description

Zac Poonen delivers a powerful message on the importance of cleaning the inside of our hearts rather
than just focusing on outward appearances, drawing from the example of the Pharisees who were
consumed by self-indulgence and greed. He emphasizes the need for genuine purity and seeking God's
approval above man's, highlighting that God examines our hearts while people see only the external. A
godly individual is characterized by a desire to maintain a clean and pure heart before God, reflecting true
devotion and reverence for Him.

Transcript

"You Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and
self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of
it may become clean also" (Matthew 23:25, 26).

Pharisees clean the outside of their lives, but do not bother about the state of their hearts, which are full of
self-indulgence and greed. They live with selfish motives, thinking only of getting more and more money
and honour and comfort for themselves and their families. But outwardly they are pious and religious and
even active in all sorts of "ministries” that other Christians can see. Thus they get a good reputation before
people.

God tests us to see whether we seek His approval or man's. One who is careless about impurity in his
heart but only concerned to have a good testimony before people proves thereby that he has no fear of
God at all. He is a Pharisee. People look at us on the outside, but God looks at our hearts (1 Samuel
16:7). The primary mark of a godly man is that he seeks to keep his heart clean and pure before God.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/pharisees-concentrate-on-having-a-good-testimony-externally-only/

Sermonindex.net | Page 2



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




