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Overly Cautious or Full of Faith
by Tim Conway

This sermon emphasizes the importance of stepping out in faith and trusting in Jesus, highlighting how Jesus

never faulted Peter for getting out of the boat or walking on water, but only for doubting Him. It challenges the

notion of caution and presumption, urging believers to have faith and take bold steps in obedience to God's

calling, even if it seems like a crazy endeavor. The message encourages stepping out of the 'boat' of safety and

security to experience the miraculous power of God.

Duration: 5:00

Scripture: Matthew 14:29, Matthew 8:26, Matthew 17:20, Hebrews 11:6, James 2:17, Mark 16:15, Joshua 1:9

Topics: "Faith in Action", "Overcoming Doubt"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of stepping out in faith and trusting in Jesus, highlighting how
Jesus never faulted Peter for getting out of the boat or walking on water, but only for doubting Him. It
challenges the notion of caution and presumption, urging believers to have faith and take bold steps in
obedience to God's calling, even if it seems like a crazy endeavor. The message encourages stepping out
of the 'boat' of safety and security to experience the miraculous power of God.

Transcript

Peter heard the Lord's voice. Some kind of confidence grabbed hold of him. And he got out and he
walked.

And I'll tell you this, Jesus never faulted him for getting out of the boat. Jesus never faulted him for saying,
Lord, command me to come. He never faulted him for getting out of the boat.

He never faulted him for walking on the water. He only faulted him for one thing. Only one thing for
doubting Christ once he was out of the boat.

Listen, presumption was never the problem here. I get the feeling sometimes, boy, especially among
those who bear this name Reformed or Calvinistic, it's almost like I get this feel that caution is the word of
the day. That was not the case in Scripture.

That is not the case. You cannot show me verse after verse after verse where Jesus was saying, guys, be
very careful lest you trust Me too much. Never did that come across.
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Nothing like that. You know what you find? You find that there in the Sermon on the Mount, we heard
about it last night. God so clothes this and He takes care of that and the birds they get.

And what does He say? Oh, you of little faith. Trust Me. You remember they were out there one day and
they were in a boat again.

They were with Jesus. And He said, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. Oh, we forgot to bring bread.

And He said, oh, you of little faith. Or you remember another day. Lord, why could we not cast that demon
out of that young man? Because you didn't have faith.

Isn't this what we get hit with over and over again? Or you remember another time that there was wind out
there on the Sea of Galilee and Jesus fell asleep in the boat. He didn't come walking on the water that
time. But He woke up and same thing.

Why do you not trust Me? You know, the thing is, we typically tend to fear presumption. Oh, I find that so
often. Oh, we want to be so careful, lest we be presumptuous, when in fact, Scripture seems to suggest
that just the opposite is the issue.

Peter, why didn't you trust Me? Peter, you idiot! Why were you so overconfident to step out of that boat?
It's not that. That's not what you find in Scripture. Constantly, Jesus is saying, do you not yet perceive I fed
the 5,000.

I fed the 4,000. Is that not resonating in your head? That when I'm with you, you're good. When I'm with
you, I supply your needs.

When I'm with you, impossible things happen. So trust Me. And get out of the boat.

Don't stay in the boat. Oh, I am so convinced. We've got all these reformed people.

Oh, you'll carry your Jonathan Edwards out of here. But all the time, you're in the boat. And Jesus has no
hesitation to call us out.

Let me ask you this. As you and I sit in our little boats looking over the side, based on verses like this, do
you get the feeling that God's more concerned that we're going to just rashly spring out of the boat and
foolishly trust Him to help us and protect us on some crazy endeavor done in His name? Or is God more
concerned that we just... I'm afraid, my people. He wants us to step out.

He wants us to do crazy endeavors in His namesake. Those 120 came down from that upper room. That
was a totally crazy endeavor they were about.

Totally. Is God more concerned that lacking faith, we'd be too timid to ever get out of that boat? That's
what it seems like here. Do you know what the boat is? Do you know what a boat is? The boat is where
you don't walk on water.

It's the place of safety, of security. This is an excerpt from the full sermon on getting out of the boat.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/W8Ji_lK8Tk4.mp4
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