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Dying to Live
by Theodore Epp

The new life in Christ is a reality of being in union with Him, dead to the Law, and identified with His death and

resurrection.

Scripture: John 10:10, Romans 6:2-3, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:20, Galatians 5:24, Ephesians 2:5-6, Philippians
1:21, Colossians 3:3, 1 John 5:11-12

Topics: "New Life in Christ", "Union with Christ"

Description

Theodore Epp emphasizes that true life is found 'in Christ,' which signifies a profound union with Him. This
union allows believers to be dead to the Law and to experience the transformative power of Christ's
resurrection life within them. Epp explains that the old self-life must be broken for believers to enjoy
victory, a process accomplished through Christ's crucifixion, which is a past event rather than a current
struggle. He highlights that believers have already been crucified with Christ, thus separating them from
their old selves. This understanding is crucial for living a victorious Christian life.

Transcript

Galatians 2:11-21

The new life is life "in Christ." The word "in" does not in this connection speak of location, such as "in an
automobile," but carries the idea of union.

We are in union with Christ. T hrough Him we are dead to the Law, having been identified with Him in His
death and resurrection.

On the resurrection side of this experience we have His life. He has come to live in us. It is this that marks
the real difference between the old life prior to our salvation and the new life now that we are saved.

It is necessary before the believer can enjoy victory in Christ for the power of the old life to be broken. This
is accomplished through union with Christ in His crucifixion. This is not an experience that we must
struggle to enter into now. It was accomplished for us in the past.

The King James Version is not clear on this point. The American Standard Version of 1901 will help us
here. The expression "I am crucified with Christ" is translated in the ASV: "I have been crucified with
Christ."
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God got rid of the old self-life by crucifying it. We were separated from the old self-life when we died with
Christ.

That this is a past transaction is clearly demonstrated from Romans 6. In verse 2 Paul says, "We who died
to sin, how shall we any longer live therein?" (ASV).

In the third verse the apostle says, "Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death?"(KJV) Here the verbs are clearly in the past tense and describe the finished
transaction.

"And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts" (Gal. 5:24).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/theodore-epp/dying-to-live/
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