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A Misplaced Confidence
by Theodore Epp

The sermon emphasizes the dangers of misplaced confidence in our own strength and the importance of trusting

in God for true sufficiency and victory.

Scripture: 2 Samuel 24:1

Topics: "Trust in God", "Humility"

Description

Theodore Epp discusses the theme of misplaced confidence in the life of King David, who, despite his
long reign, succumbed to pride by numbering the people of Israel to gauge military strength instead of
relying on God's power. This act, influenced by Satan, serves as a reminder that we are always
susceptible to temptation, yet God's forgiveness is available through genuine repentance. Epp
emphasizes that true strength lies not in our own abilities but in recognizing our dependence on God, as
illustrated by David's misguided trust. He encourages believers to acknowledge their own limitations and
to place their confidence solely in the Lord, echoing the biblical truth that our sufficiency comes from God
alone.

Transcript

2 Samuel 24:1-14; 1 Chronicles 21:1

This last attack of Satan upon David took place about 38 years after David had ascended the throne and
about two years before his death.

Satan was successful for a brief time in enticing David into sin, which should remind us all that we are
never free from being tested. At the same time we can have God's victory.

If we fall, we can find forgiveness and restoration if we are genuine in our repentance.

Ordinarily nothing would be wrong with numbering people. Census taking is done periodically by any alert
government.

But numbering the children of Israel was a matter of pride. David wanted to know how strong his nation
was militarily. His strength really was in God, but David was putting his trust in his armies when he
numbered the people.
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God's advice was, "You do not need to number the people. I have taken care of this situation." The
strength of Israel's army meant nothing if God was not with them.

The same is true in our spiritual life. Until we can say with true conviction, "I am nothing," God cannot do
much for us. He has chosen that which is nothing to confound the wisdom of the wise (see 1 Cor.
1:26-29). Our sufficiency is of God, not of ourselves (see 2 Cor. 3:5).

"It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man" (Ps. 118:8).
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