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The Cross and the Church, Part 1

by Stephen Kaung

The sermon explores the profound connection between the cross and the church, emphasizing the cross as the
foundation for understanding God's eternal purpose.

Duration: 1:28:10
Scripture: Matthew 16:13
Topics: "The Cross", "Church Growth"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher begins by expressing gratitude for God's love and the sacrifice of sending His
Son to the world. The preacher emphasizes the importance of being prepared for the Lord's return and
guestions whether the listeners are ready to meet Him. The preacher then refers to the passage in
Matthew 16:13-20, where Jesus asks His disciples who they believe He is. Peter responds by declaring
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus affirms Peter's declaration and states that He will
build His church upon this truth. The preacher urges the audience to seek God diligently and to have a
desperate spirit in their pursuit of Him.

Transcript

Will you please turn to 1 Corinthians? sssssssssmmm 1 Corinthians chapter 2 ssssmemmns We'll
begin with verse 1 smmmmmmm And I, when | came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or
wisdom. EEE EEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Announcing to you the testimony of God.
For I did not judge it well to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE Verse 6 mmm But we speak wisdom among the
perfect, but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of the world, who come to naught. s sEsssmm,
EEEEEE, EEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEE But we speak God's wisdom in a
mystery, that hidden mystery wisdom, which God has predetermined before the ages for our glory.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EEEsEsEmmmssEmmmsE Which none of the princes of this age knew,
for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EENEEE, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE But according as it is written, things
which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has
prepared for them that love Him. EE @SS, EEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEN EEEEEN, EEEEEEEEE But
God has revealed to us by the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
ENEEEEEEEEEEN, SEEEEEEN, snmmmEmEmmmmEE For who of man has known the things of a
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man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Thus also, the things of God knows no one except the
Spirit of God.

EEEEEEEN, EEEEEE? EEN, EEEEE, EEEEEEEEEE But we have received not the Spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of
God. EEEEEN EEEEEEN, EEEEEEN, EEEEEE mmmmmmmmmm The Gospel According to
Matthew, smmmmmmm, Chapter 16, semEEEEE, EEEEEEEEE But when Jesus was come into the
path of Caesarea Philippi, He demanded of His disciples saying, Who do men say that I, the Son of Man,
am? EEEEEEEEEEEEEER, EmEEE, smmmmmn? And they said, some, John the Baptist, and others,
Elias, and others again, Jeremiah, are one of the prophets. EEE, EEEEEEEEN, EENEEEN,
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE He says to them, But ye, who do ye say that | am? mmm mmmmmm? And
Simon Peter answering said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

EEmmEEn, Emmn mmmmmmmm And Jesus answering, said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah,
for flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. ammmm semmm,
EEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEEE mmmmmmm mmmmm Andl also, | say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and
on this rock | will build my church, and Hades' gates shall not prevail against it. EmEEs smmm,
EEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEm mmmmmnm Verse 21 mmm21lm From that time Jesus began to show to
his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elderhood and high
priests and scribes and be killed.

And on the third day he raised. Em EEEEEEE, SEEEEEEEN EESEEEEN EEEEEN, EEEH,
mmmEEEE Let's have a word of prayer. ammmmmmm Dear Lord, as we gather here in thy presence,
ennn, semmmmnnn, Our hearts do bow in worship.

mmmm mmmmm How we praise and thank thee for thy tremendous love for us. EmEEEENE,
essmmmmmmmmmm How we praise and thank thee for sending thy only begotten Son to us.
EEEEEEEE B EEEEEEN mmmmmmm How we praise and thank thee that thou are willing to go to the
cross for our sake.

EEEEEN, EEEEEn snmmmmmmmmmmE We acknowledge that everything comes from thee. mmmm
mmmmmmmmnm And everything is through thee and unto thee. smmmmm s, smmmmm How we do desire,
Lord, that thou be glorified in the midst of thy people.

EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE SO we look to thee this morning mmmmmmm, that thy Holy Spirit will
work among us, aeEEEEEEEENE, release thy word to us, smmm mmmm, and plant thy word into our
hearts, smmm mmmmmm, that it may bear fruit unto thyself. ammm smmmmmm We ask in thy precious
name. emmmmmmmm Dear brothers and sisters, ammmmmmm, we thank God for giving us this
opportunity to be together.

esmsnnnn smmmmmmmm We know we are living at the very end of this age. seEEEEEEE
ssmmmmmm We do not know whether this gathering will be our last gathering before the Lord's return.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEE |tis possible.

mmmmmm And we look forward to it. smsmmsmmmmm The Lord is coming soon. aeeeemmmmm We
love him, even though we have not seen him.
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EEEE EEEEEEmEEEE But we long to see him face to face. EnEEEEEEES snEsmEEEEE But
there is a problem here. smmmmmmmm Are we ready forhim? ammmmmmmmm Are we prepared to meet
him? aesseemssssmmmmn? When we shall see him, will we be put to shame? EmEEEEERNE,
emmmmmmnn? Or will we be glorifying him? emsmmm mmmmmm? And thank God that he still gives us
this opportunity sessssmmmmmm to be ready for our Lord.

EEEEEEEE mmmEE SO dear brothers and sisters, ammmmmmm, to me | feel this is a very crucial time.
EmmEn, snmmssmmmmmmmm We cannot afford to be complacent. ammss sessssn smmm We
have to seek him diligently with all our hearts.

EEE EEEEEE EEEEEEEEE Thisis not a time to play around. smmmsmmmmmm This is a time, dear
brothers and sisters, that we all get very serious about him. smmssssss smmmmmn | feel that there is
a lack of desperation in our spirit.

EEEmmEEnEn snmmmmmnn |fwe really know ourtime, smmmsmmm smmmmmm, | believe that we
should feel desperate. WmmmmEm, msmsmmmmEmmEEE May the Lord give us this spirit.
semmmmmmmnnnE That we will really look thankfully, selflessly unto Jesus.

EnEEemEEmmEmmEEE The author and finisher of our faith. ammmmmmmmm Now the theme of this
conference, | believe is clear to everyone of us. EmEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEE The way to the eternal
purpose of God, the cross.

EEEEEEEEEE, mEEE |nthe past conferences, ammm mmmmm, we shared in many times and in many
ways on the eternal purpose of God. EEEEEEE EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE Because, to know God, is
to know His purpose. ammnm, smsmmmmmmnm Our God is a God of purpose.

mmmm mmmmmmm Even before the foundation of the world, smmmmmm, God's purpose a purpose in
Himself. smmmmmmmm mmmmm And that purpose governs all His plans and all His ways.
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEE, since eternal past, mmmm, after He has purposed that
eternal purpose, smmmmm mmmmmmmmm He has been working throughout the ages and the
generations for that very purpose.

EEEEEEE, EEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEE mmmmmEm So dear brothers and sisters, you can see
immediately, smmmmmmm, how important, essential is that purpose. smmmans seeeessmmnn |f we
miss that purpose, smmmmm mmmmmm, then our whole lives will be a loss, a waste. EaEEEEEEEE N
What is the eternal purpose of God? smmmmmmmm? What is it that God has revealed to us of His heart
and of Hs mind? smmmmm smmmmmmmnnEE? This mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages
in God.

Esmmnnnmmn nmmmmmmm Thank God has now been revealed to us through the apostles and the
prophets. smm, semmmEmEn EEEEEEEEEEE SO today, this mystery is an open secret. EEEEEE
mmmmm But brothers and sisters, ammmm, even though it has been revealed, s msssmmmmmm, and
has been recorded in the Word of God, smmmmmmmEE, yet, we must receive personal revelation from
the Lord.

EEEEEEEEEEEE snmmnn mmmmmn Without that revelation, smmmmmmm, the eternal purpose of
God is just a vague theory. sammmmnm smmmmmmmm® But when God revealed it into your heart, amm
EEEEEE EEEEEE, as Apostle Paul says, ammmmmm, |t has pleased God to reveal His Son in me.
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EEEEEEEEE EmmEEEE mmmEE Then you will find there is a transformation.

EEEEEEE mEmEEEEE [n all spiritual things, seeeeesmmmE, we need revelation. EEEEEEE
Because in ourselves, there is absolutely no way to know God. EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE SO
may the Lord give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation.

Esssnnn mmmmmmmnn Untl the full knowledge of God. smmmmm mmmm So in the past, our
emphasis smm, smmmmm, was more on this matter of revelation. ssssss sssmmm How we need
that heavenly vision.

EEEEEEEEEEE EEE So, the Pharisee, ammmmm, mmm Before he received, he see that heavenly
vision. smmmmn mmmmmmmmmm We found that he was grouping in darkness. EmEEEmE®
emmmmmER He wanted to serve God.

emmmmmm But what he did was opposing God. smmmmmmmmmm But thank God on the road to
Damascus. ammmmmmmmmmEE He pleased God to reveal his son in him.

Esmnn mmmnnm mmmmm And what a transformation came upon him. EEEsEsEsEs EEEEEEEE He
became Paul, the apostle. ammmmmmmm He is one who really knows the eternal purpose of God.

EEmEEE mEmmmEm So brothers and sisters, mmmmmmmmEm |et us pray to the Lord.
essmmmmmmmEE That he will grant us the spirit of wisdom and revelation. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
That we may really know what is the eternal purpose of God.

Enmnnsnnnnn smmmmmmm Of course, to put it very simply. ammmmm The eternal purpose of God
is none other than Christ and his church. ammmm s mm == == m® But without revelation from above.

eemmnnmmmmmmmn Our understanding of Christ and our understanding of the church is completely
outward. ammmmEsEEmEsEEEs snmmmmmn |t's all superficial. ammmmmmm And it is full of errors.

essmmmmmmm Only with revelation from above. ammmmmmmmm Then we really know Christ. And we
really know what the church is.

EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEER But this time our emphasis is different. EsEEeess smmmmm |nstead
of emphasizing on this matter of revelation. ssmssss smmmmmm We do not mean to say that
revelation is insignificant.

EEEEEEE EEEE |t is the very basis. ammmmmmmm But we have gone over this so many times.
emmmmmmmmmm So we feel that there is a need to emphasize the way.

EEEN EEEEEEEE mmmEE You remember in the letter to the Ephesians mmmmm mmmmmm There are
two prayers that the apostle Paul prayed for the church. EmEsEs sessEEEs smEEEER His first
prayer is God may grant them the spirit of wisdom and revelation to the knowledge of God. emmmm
EEEEEEE emmsmmmmnE Butthen you find in chapter Smmmmmmmmmm He had another prayer.

ssmmmmmm And the emphasis of that prayer is that we may apprehend the fullness of God. EmEEE =
EEsmmEn mmmmEEE [N other words, the first prayer is concerning revelation. ssssss sssss And
the second prayer is concerning the way.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 4



EEEEEEEEE EEE Because revelation is heavenly. ammm === mmm® But without the way, the cross, it
will remain in heaven. ammmEs En EEEENE, EEEE EEEEEEE For that revelation to become reality in
our lives.

EEEEEEEEE mmmmmmmEn To0 be fuffiled in us. ameemmmmmmmmm We need to find the way.
sssmmmmmmm And the way is none other but the way of the cross.

EEN EEEE EEEEEEEEE SO this is the emphasis for our time. smum smmsmmmmm Our brother
Lance speaks on the cross and Christ. ammmmmm mmmmmmnm And our dear brother Christian speaks on
the cross and the spirit.

emmmmmmmmmmm And | was assigned to speak on the cross and the church. e EEEEEEEEEEE N
We will look at this matter from three different directions. ammmmmmmm®m The cross, the foundation of
the church.

EEm mmmmmmmmEE Second, mmmm The cross and the building of the church. smsemmmms And
finally, the cross, the testimony of the church. smm s mmm smmmm® So by the grace of God this morning
we want to consider the cross and the foundation of the church.

EEEEssnsnEnnnn smmmmm mmm When the Apostle Paul was ready to go into Corinth. ssssssmsm
emmmmmmmm He went there to announce the testimony of God. ammmmmm mmmmm The testimony of
God is none other than what God has revealed of Himself.

EEEEEE smmmmnEn smmmEnm No one knows God. smmmmmmEE God is the greatest mystery in the
universe. ammsEmEmmEEEE Unless He reveals Himself.

mmmms smmmmnn Nobody will know Himin any way. ssssssssssssss mmmsm But thank God,
He is the God of Revelation. smmms smmmmmmmmE He is the God who reveals Himself.

ennnmnnmnmmmmnm Al that we know of God is because of what He has revealed. ameEeEEE®
EEEEEN semmmmmmmnn Nothing more. ammmmmm Of course.

mmm \What He has revealed to us is not all that He is. s meEssss semmsmmm® Because He is far
beyond us. smmmmmmmmmmm But thank God, it pleases Him to reveal Himself to us.

EEEEn EEmmmmn smmmmmnnm \What He reveals is His testimony. assmmssssmmmmm That is
His testified of Himself. Who He is and what He is.

EEEEEEEEE sem smmsmmnnn Whatis His purpose. amsmmmmm What is Hisway. asssssns
And He reveals it to us.

eemmEEEEE And this is the testimony of God. ammmmmm The Apostle Paul, he went to Corinth to
announce the testimony of God. smss s semssm smmmE Butin doing that, samesmmmmm, he knew
that he couldn't do it with the wisdom and the eloquence of man.

EEEEEEEE mmmmmEm mmmEm Because this is far beyond any human capacity. sEEEEEEE
mmmmmmnE SO he decided mmmmm, that when he arrived at Corinth, sammmmmmm, he would know
nothing mmmmmm, except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. ammmssm smmmmmm [n other words, Jesus
Christ and Him crucified is the only way to the testimony of God.
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EEEEEEEEEE EEEE EmmmEEEE Aside from Jesus Christ and Him crucified, sessssss smmn,
there is no revelation, there is no way to the testimony of God. EEEEEEES EEEEEES EEEEEEEN
Jesus Christ and Him crucified is the very foundation to the testimony of God. smmmEm mmmm,
sssnnn smmmmmnm We know that in the days of the apostles, ammmmmmmm, that city of Corinth was
a cultured city.

emmmmnnm mmmmmnm |t was noted for its eloquence and for its knowledge. s EEEE Em, EEEEN
mmmmm Butitis avery corrupted and evil city. sssmsssss smmssmmEE So the apostle Paul, as he
contemplated of announcing the testimony of God to them, EEEEE EEEEEEEN SN EEEEEEEEEENE,
He will not match his intelligence with their intelligence.

EEmEmEnEEns mmmmmmmmEm He will not use his own words trying to match with them.
essssnsnmmmmmmmm He will announce to them Jesus Christ and him crucified. seEEEEE®
esmmmmEEEEE Because only Jesus Christ and him crucified could save them.

EEEEEEEN smmmmmmmmmmmE Can change them, can transform them. EEEEER EEEEEEEEN
Jesus Christ and him crucified. ammmmmmmmm® Now brothers and sisters, today when we hear this,
emmmm mmmmm, probably we will feel well that is very elementary.

msmnmn smmmmmE Of course we know Jesus Christ. smmmmm mmmmm Of course we know him
crucified. ammmmmmmmmmm And it is because we know him and his crucifixion.

EmmmmEE mmmmEE SO we are saved. And we belong to him. And he belongs to us.

This is very elementary. sammmmmmm mmmm But brothers and sisters, mmmmm, within that word Jesus
Christ and him crucified, semsesssmnnm mmmmn, there is the principle to the full purpose of God.
EEEEE EEEEE EEEEEE T0 the world.

EmEEEE To people who are not saved. smmmmmmmmmm Who are in sins and transgressions.
emsmmmsmmnnnm They need to know Jesus Christ and him crucified EeEsEEsEEES EEEEEEE |n
order to be saved.

mmmmmm But after we are saved, ammmmmmmmm Jesus Christ and him crucified is not something of the
past. smmmmmmemmnmmmmmmm When we believe in him and his cross, this is just the beginning.
EEEEEE EEnnnnnEn snmnmmmmnn Andif we allow him and his cross to work in our lives.

EEEEEE EEEEEE EEEmmEm mmmmmm Then we wil be led into the eternal purpose of God.
Emmmnn smmnnn smmmmmmn With the Corinthians, Paul was not able to share with them the full
counsel of God. smmmEs EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE Even though by announcing to them Jesus
Christ and him crucified they got saved.

EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE But after they are saved smmmmmm They are not growing in
Jesus Christ and him crucified. smsssssss sessssnnn snnns They still live by their own natural
life. smeemmmn mmmmmmmn Forthis reason, Paul was not able to share with them the eternal purpose
of God.

EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE But he did mention in verse 6 ammeemmmEEE He said, but
among the perfect ammmmmmm we do talk about the wisdom hidden wisdom of God. EmEEEEE®
smmmmmm Now, who are the perfect? mmmmmm? The perfect here does not mean sinless perfection.
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EEEEE EmEEEE Aside from our Lord Jesus ammmmmEE in this world mmmmm there is no one who is
sinless perfect.

mmsnmnn ssmmmnn Only our Lord Jesus ammmmmmm He knows no sin. ammmmm He has never
sinned. ammmmmmmm He does not even know what is sin.

eesmmmmmmmnm Aside from Him, no one is sinless perfect. smmsemss mmmmmmm But in the
Scripture mmmmmm the perfect here means the grown up, the matured. s sEsssssss snnnn |f we
believe in Jesus Christ and Him crucified smmsssssss smmmm® not only as the means by which we
aresaved smmmmmmm mmmmmm Butwe let Jesus Christ and Him crucified continue to working us.

EEEEEEN EEEEEN sspsmmsnmsn Then we will grow. smssmsmmmm We will be more mature.
sssssmsmsmm And as we become more mature.

sssmmmmmmmE Then we can talk about the eternal purpose of God. ssssssssmmmmE We can
talk about God's mystery. ammmmmmmmmm How His wisdom is in a hidden mystery.

Em smmm mmmmmmmE But when you read 1 Corinthians chapter 2 asss sesssEssEEEE From
verse 6 onward. ammmmmm Paul in a way tried to describe what is that mystery. sssEEEEs seennEm
What is God's wisdom in a mystery.

mmmnm mmmmmmm He tells us that this is a wisdom that the world never knows. mmmmm
emmmmmmmmmm And this is a wisdom that man has never heard, never seen, and has never thought
aboutit. EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEE |t has never been thought about.

EmmmmEEEEE Because it's far beyond human possibility. sssssssmsmsmmmm And it concerns us.
mmmmmmmm Concerns those who love God.

EsmmmmEmEEEE |tis something that is revealed only by the Spirit of God. EEEEEE EEEEEEEEN
And itis for our glory. smmmmmmmmm Brothers and sisters, smmmm, what is it? It is the church.

mmmm So here you'll find the connection between the cross and the church. s EEEES EEEEEE N
mmm |t is through the cross that the church is revealed and realized. s mmEEEE seEEE seEEEE Now
we'll go back to Matthew 16.

emmmmmmmmmnm \We remember that our Lord Jesus, He went to the border of Caesarea Philippi.
smmmmmmmmm Caesarea Philippimmmm We know Caesarea Philippi is a Gentile city. mmmm Caesarea
Philippimmmmmmmmm Our Lord was rejected by His own people.

EsmmmmmmEmEEE SO He retreated to the border of a Gentile city. smmmmm smmmmmmm Then He
asked His disciples a question. smsssmsmmmmmm \Who do men say that |, the Son of Man is?
mmmmmnnnn? And of course the disciples will give Him all the good reports.

EEEEEEEEEE mEEEEEEE Some say Yyou are John the Baptist coming into life.
essssnnmmmmmmmnnm And others said you are Isaiah. ammmmmmmm Others say you are Jeremiah
because you weep a lot.

Or you are one of the prophets. Then Our Lord turned to His disciples again. anmEEEEEE EEEEEN
What do you think that | am? mmm === ? You have been with me.
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eemsssenmnE What do you think that | am? mmmmmm? And Simon Peter as usual the spokesman
among the disciples. smmmmm smmmmmmmm And He said you are the Christ the Son of the Living God.
esnnnn smmmmmmn Our Lord immediately said to him smmmmmmm® Simon son of Jonah EmEmEm
You are blessed.

mmmmmEE Because this is not something that flesh and blood can show you. EEEEEEE EEEEEEN
Flesh and blood can tell you that He is a prophet. s sssss sssmmmEE But it is the Father who is
in heaven who has revealed His Son to you.

EEEEEEN EEmEEmEmEmEEE SO brothers and sisters mmmmm no one know our Lord Jesus
Emmmmmmmmmnnm But the Father mmmm and to whom the Father is pleased to reveal mmmm
EEEEsnEnnnn mmmm \When we come to the Lord Jesus smmmmmmmmmm The Father reveals His
Sontousandinus. » smmsm smmenm eemmmmmmnn What a mercy, what a grace, what a love.
EEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEE Because of this revelation of the Father concerning His Son.

EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE On the basis of that revelation. ammmmm Our Lord Jesus smmmmmE gave
further revelation. smsmmmmmmm He said mm You are Peter mmmm You are a stone ammmmmm On
this rock | will build my churchnmmm smmmmmm mmmmm And the gates of Hades shall not prevail against
it.

EEEEn smmmmmmmmnE This is the first time Our Lord Jesus mentioned the word church while He was
on earth. smseesess mmmmmmmmmmes | will build my church smmm mmmm On this rock
emmmmmm And you are Peter ammm mmmmmmm So brothers and sisters mmmmm What we have here
is What is the foundation of the church. sssmmsss ssmmmmEEE Foundation is most important to a
building.

EEmEEEEEn smmmmmEm Even though itis hidden mmmmmm Yet it is most important. EEEEEEE N
What is the foundation of the church. ammmmmmm® Some people say mmm Because the Lord said you
are Peter mmmmEEEE You are a stone mmmmmm On this rock | will build my church
sssssnnmmnmmnnnE Therefore Peter is the foundation of the church.

emmmmmmmmmmEE Thank God Peter knows better. smmmmmms mmmmmmE®m Because in 1 Peter
chapter 2 mmmmmmm mmmmmmmmm |n verse 5 he said as we come to the Lord Jesus
emmmmmmmmnnm Our Lord is the living stone. ammmmmmmm As we come to him we all become living
stone.

Essmsmnnn smmmmmmm And we are to build together into a spiritual house. EEEEEEEEEEE A
holy priesthood. mmmmm To offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEBE SO Peter is not the foundation of the church. aseesesmmmmnm [f he is the
foundation. smmmmmmmmE And as you read on.

emmmmmmmmmn You wil find that how our Lord turned to him and said Satan get behind me.
EEEEEEEEEEE mmmmmmEmEE That foundation has already been shaken. smmmmmEmEEEE SO
brothers and sisters msmmmm We know for sure smmmmmm That Peter is not the foundation of the
church.

mmsmmmnmnn Nobody is the foundation of the church. smmmmmmmmmmm Christ Jesus is the only
foundation. sammmmmmEmmEEEE Peter is just a little small stone.
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Emmmmmmmmmmm A chip out of the rock. smmmmmmmmm And our Lord Jesus is the rock.
emmmmmmmmmmnE He is the sure foundation.

EEEEEEEEEE You remember the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter 3. mmm EEEEEEEN
emmmmmmmmm He said | am like a master builder. mmmmmmmmm Literally it is | am a foreman.
smmmmnnm | |ay the foundation.

EEmEmEEmEmEEEE There is no other foundation. emmmmmmmm that can be laid. Emmmmmmm The
foundation is Jesus Christ.

esemmmmEmEE And we are all being built upon it. sammmmmmmmEE SO brothers and sisters what is the
foundation of the church? mmmmmmmm? The foundation of the church is Christ Jesus.
semmmmnnnnnn Butwe find in Ephesians chapter 2 verse 20.

EEEEEEEEEN smmmmmmmmmE There you find the apostle Paul says the church is built upon the
foundations of the apostles. amsum semmsnnm snn mmmmmnn And Christ Jesus is the cornerstone.
sssmmmmmmnmE And then if you read Revelation chapter 21.

eemsmmEEEmEEEE You find in New Jerusalem smmm mmmmmmmnm there are twelve foundations.
emmmmmmmmm And the names written on the twelve foundations are the twelve apostles of our Lord
Jesus. amEEEEEEEEE mmmmmmmEE SO is there any contradiction here? ammmmm smmmmmn? We
know there is none.

emmmmmmmnm The foundation of the church is Jesus Christ. ammmm mmmmmmm The reason why you
find in Ephesians and in Revelations ssm seessssEEEE EmmEE that the twelve apostles seem to
be the twelve foundations of the New Jerusalem. smmmsns sss ssssssnE \Why? mmmm? Because
we are told.

EmmEEEE |n Ephesians chapter three smmmmmmmE® we are told that the mystery mmmm was
revealed to the apostles and the prophets. s mmsssEEs sssmEmEEE |In other words, today we know
about our Lord Jesus. ammmmmmEEEEN, it is through the apostles.

mmmmm our Lord Jesus revealed himself to the apostles. smsssnnsns mmmmmmm And the apostles
deliver that revelation to us. ssmmEEmEs mmmmEEm |n 1 Corinthians chapter 11 EEEEmE®m
mmmmmmnE, when Paul mentioned this matter of the lost table, smsEEEEs smmmmmE, he said, |
deliver to you what | have received from the Lord.

EN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE |tis not something that is invented by the apostles. EnEEEEEEEE®
He received it from the Lord. mm ,mmmmmmmm And he faithfully delivered it to us.

emmmnnm semmmnm The apostle John in 1 John emmmm mmmmmmE, he said, our fellowship, we
fellowship with you, and our fellowship is with the Father and with the Son. s EEEEEE, EEEEEN
mmmmmmEm Sothe source is the Father and the Son. smmmmsmmm mmmmm The apostles do not have
any teaching.

mmmnm mmmmmm The apostles do not have any personal fellowship. smmmms smmmmmmm Their
teaching is the teaching of Christ. sammsmms smmmmmmn Their fellowship is the fellowship of God's
Son, Jesus Christ.
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EsmsnnEn snmnmmmmmmmmm So we find the foundation of the church is none other but Jesus
Christ and Him crucified. sesssssss sessssns smmmmn®E But after our Lord Jesus revealed the
church to the apostles, snnnn smmm mmmmmmmn, Then immediately afterwards in verse 21, mmm
EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEE, From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go away
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed
and the third day be raised. Em EEEEEESE, SEEEEEEEN, SEEEEEEEEEEN, ENEN, EEEEEN
Our Lord revealed to Peter ammm mmmmmmmn, | will build my church.

emmmmmEEn And it will be built on the rock. smsssssmmmmmn [t will be built upon himself.
msemmmmmmnn Then He further revealed to His disciples smmmmmmm, that He must go to Jerusalem.

emmmmmmmm He will be rejected by the chief priests, by the scribes, by the Pharisees.
Enmennenmnnnnnmn He wil be kiled, smmmm But on the third day, He will be raised from the
dead. smmmmmmmmmm This is the first time that Our Lord Jesus began to reveal to His disciples what
will happen to Him.

EEEEEE smmmmmnn mmmnnn After He has revealed the church, ammmmmm, After He has revealed
that He is the foundation of the church, smsmmsmmmmmm, Then He began to explain to His disciples.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE, How is this foundation laid? smmmes sssssmmmmE? He said He must go to
Jerusalem. smmmmmmmmmm He must be killed.

mEmEEEE But on the third day, He will be raised. sammmmmmm Before His crucifixion, semmmmmm, We
find there are three occasions smmmm, mmmm That Our Lord Jesus revealed to His disciples about His
crucifixion. smmmmm smmmm mmmmnn This is the first occasion.

mmmmmm Then we find in chapter 17 of Matthew, smmmmmmmmmmmm, After His transformation,
emmmmmmmm, Then He was in Galilee. smmmmm And in Galilee, He continued to reveal to His disciples.
EEEEEEEEEEEE mmmmmmEE That He must go to Jerusalem and be killed.

semmmnn mmmmm Then the third occasion was in Matthew chapter 20. smmmmmmmmmmm On His
way to Jerusalem. ammmmmmmmEE, He again revealed to His disciples.

EEEEEEEEE EnE smmmEmmEmEE Now brothers and sisters, ammmn, ammmmmn? Our Lord Jesus
is the foundation of the church. ammssssssmsmmm®m And that foundation is the confession of Peter.
emmmmsn mmmmmmn That you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

mmmn mmmmmmmm Our Lord Jesus is the Son of God. ammemmmmmmmmm He is the Eternal Son of
the Eternal God. ammmm s, smmmmmEE He is forever the Son of God.

emmmmmEmEE Even after He came into thisworld. ammsemmmmmm, And He called Himself the Son of
Man. smmmmmmm And yet He is still the Son of God.

emmmmmmnnn The Father acknowledged that. smmmmmmm This is my beloved Son. smmmmm® That
never changes.

And He as the Son was sent into thisworld. smsessssmmmm To be Christ. ammmm Christ means the
Anointed.
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EEEEEEEEEE He was anointed to do a job. smmmm mmmmEE He was sent on a mission.
mmmmmmmmmmm So our Lord Jesus again and again said, smmmmmmm, The one who sent me
mmmmm |'m here not by myself.

emmmmmmEE There is one who sent me, my father who sent me. ammmmmmmm And | must do His will.
esmmmmEEE He was sent to accomplish a work.

EEmnn smmmmmmm The work of redemption. ammmmmmmm But brothers and sisters, how can we
accomplish that mission? ammmmmm mmmmm? He has to go to the cross. ammmmmmmm [f He does not
go tothe cross, smmmmmmmmmm, that mission cannot be accomplished.

Emmnn spmemmmnnmnm He will fail to be Christ. ammsmmmmmm So He must go to the cross. He
tells His disciples, smmmmmmm® You acknowledge me as the Christ.

emmmmmnnn The foundation of the church. sammmmm Now let me tell you. sammmm®m How am | going
to fulfill my mission? ammmmmmm mmmm? That | may truly be the Christ.

EEEEEEEEEEEE | have to go to the cross. ammmmmmmE There is no other way. ammmmm® Without
the cross, we have no Christ.

EEEm mmm mmmmEEE Because He cannot accomplish His purpose. ssmmmmms smmmm Thank God.
Our Lord Jesus not only came into this world.

ssssssnnn smmmmmm Our brothers have already mentioned this. smmsssssmmmmm How He
was equal with God. smmmmmmmm But He emptied Himself.

mmmmmmmmmm He cannot empty Himself of His deity. sammmmmmmmmm Because that's what He is.
emmmmmmmm But He emptied Himself of all the glory and honor around deity.

EEEEEEEEE EEEEE EEEEEE His place. smmmm His power, authority. smsm mmmmE®E He can
empty Himself of these things.

EEEEE EEEEEEE [N order to be a man. ammmmmmmE And the form is the form of a bond slave.
EmmmmmEmmEE Thatis to say, He has no right of anything.

EEEm smmmmEEEEE He was obedient to the Father. mmm mmmmm Even unto death. ammmmmm Dear
brothers and sisters, we thank God for sending His Son into this world.

His incarnation is a great mystery. We thank God for sending His Son into this world and live for 33 years.
But as our brothers already mentioned, if on the Mount of Transfiguration mm mmm when Moses and Elijah
talk with Him about His exodus.

He can easily exit from that mountain to the throne. Because He lives a perfect life. He has lived a life that
is a man in God's heart.

He is worthy to return. But He refused to return. He came down from the mountain and He went to
Jerusalem.

And went to the cross. It is for our sake. So dear brothers and sisters, Christ crucified is absolutely
necessary to our Lord Jesus.
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Without that He cannot be Christ. And you know how Satan tried to persuade Him from the cross. Even
when He was tempted 40 days in the wilderness.

Satan tempted Him. You don't need to go to the cross. All you need to do came from the temple.

And let everybody see you descending. And they were all believing. Brothers and sisters, our Lord
rejected.

That is not the way for His exodus. And even at this last minute Satan tried to use His beloved disciples to
dissuade Him from the cross. But our Lord knows better.

Thank God. So brothers and sisters, first of all, the cross is necessary for our Lord Jesus. If we proclaim a
crossless Christ, there is no salvation.

But more than that, our Lord Jesus, He went to the cross. He was there for 6 hours. From 9 o'clock in the
morning to 12 o'clock.

We find that He was surrounded by His enemies. Not only the priests and the people, they mocked Him.
Even the robbers that were crucified with Him mocked Him.

And in the darkness, in the hidden way, the enemy is surrounding Him. He suffered tremendously, not only
physically, but mentally. But thank God, His Father was with Him.

Then at 12 o'clock, we find that the sun was dark. And it was from 12 o'clock to 3 o'clock. It was not man,
not man, that rejected Him and crucified Him.

It was not just Satan trying to destroy Him. His own Father, whom He loved from eternity, turned His face
against Him. In Isaiah 53, it says, Jehovah, God, crush Him.

And that's the time when He cried out, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? He does not say,
My Father. When He was first crucified, He said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. The
Father was with Him.

But now, God, the God of the universe, the holy God, the righteous God, crush Him. Because there He
became a sin offering. He who knows no sin was made sin for us.

Brothers and sisters, He could not bear it. He cried out. And the Father could not bear it.

So He turned His face to the love of God. Thank God. Our Lord Jesus suffered eternal death for us during
those three hours.

Separated from God. That is eternal death. But He was willing for us that we may be saved.

Before He passed away, He said, It is finished. The work of redemption is done. Christ has fulfilled His
mission.

And He gave His Spirit back to His Father. In other words, The Father has received Him back. Because
the next day is a great Sabbath.

So no one that is cursed and hanged should be there. So the soldiers came. Usually when a person is
crucified, it is a lingering death.
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So they came to make sure that those who were crucified were dead or may dead. The two robbers, they
are still living. So they break their legs to speed them to death.

But when they come to the Lord, they saw He was already dead. But to make sure that He was dead, a
soldier thrust his spear into His side. And out of it comes out blood and water.

And Apostle John was there. He saw it. And he witnessed, bear witness to it.
In John chapter 19, He said, | saw it. Blood and water came out. | bear witness to it.

And my witness is true. Now brothers and sisters, why is it that John is so emphatic on this fact? Because
out of his broken heart, came out the last and it is already disintegrated. Blood and water.

What is the meaning of it? Because the blood and water that came out of the side of our Lord is the
material for the building of the house of God. Blood for the remission of sins. Water giving His life to us.

He poured out His life like water. Brothers and sisters, these are the materials for the building of the
church. The church is not built with you and me.

The church is built with the blood and water in you and me. The material for the building of the house is
Christ Himself in you and me. It is not you and me.

It is Christ in you and me. It is His blood that washes away all our sins. That clears up all the sins that are
against God.

And it is His life poured out into us. And this becomes the building material of the church. So, brothers and
sisters, we find that the cross is necessary for our Lord Jesus.

Because without it, He cannot fulfill His mission as Christ. On the contrary, He will be our condemnation
instead of our justification. Because He is the only one who lives a perfect life.

But thank God He is willing to go to the cross for our sake. Now, brothers and sisters, and from this very
cross of Christ, comes the material for the building of the church. | believe, brothers and sisters, we need
to see this very clearly.

Because to many, when you talk about the church, now, what is the church? Many people think that
church is that stone building or brick building or even wood building around the corner of the street. And |
believe, brothers and sisters, we know better. We know this is not the church.

Now we say, what is the church? We say, church are those who are saved. Because the church means
the called-out ones gather together. So, we are the called-out ones and we gather together.

So, that is the church. In other words, we are the church. Now, in one sense, that is true.
But in the strictest sense, this is not true. The church is not you and me. They are you and me.

But the church is not built with that. The church is built that which comes out of Christ. Because only that
which comes out of Christ can return to Christ.

The church is a living body. It rejects all foreign elements. So, what is not of Christ will be rejected.
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Only what is of Christ can be joined into the body of Christ. | think this is a very important principle we
need to hold on. The problem with the church today is not outside.

It is not outward of persecution. Fact tells us the more persecution, the stronger the church. The problem
of the church is you and me.

Are you seeking for a perfect church? Some people said, if you are there, there is no perfect church. That
is very true. We are the problem.

Because we in our natural life is a foreign element. So, to the living church of the living God, it will be
rejected. That is why we say again and again, the cross needs to work in us.

It so works that it will eliminate all that is not of Christ. Only what is remain of Christ will be built into the
living church of God. The cross is not only a necessity to Christ.

The cross is a necessity to everyone of us. His cross gave us the strength to bear our cross. So, after all, it
is from Him, through Him, and unto Him.

Let us pray. Dear Lord, our hearts are deeply moved by Thy love. Our hearts are moved by Thy love.

Who are we that Thou willing to go to the cross? Sometimes, Lord, we wonder if it is worthwhile. Thou has
done so much for us. But where? We pray that Thy Spirit will search our hearts.

Do not spare us. May Thy cross be transplanted into us. And deliver us from ourselves.
That Thy eternal purpose may be fulfilled in us. Dear Lord, forgive us. Forgive us for delaying Thy return.

Pray that we may, by Thy grace, be a people who hasten Thy return. Quickly, Lord Jesus, in Thy precious
name we pray.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/8/SID8430.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/stephen-kaung/the-cross-and-the-church-part-1/
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