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Confessions - Book X - Chapter XI
by St. Augustine

Transcript

18. Thus we find that learning those things whose images we do not take in by our senses, but which we
intuit within ourselves without images and as they actually are, is nothing else except the gathering
together of those same things which the memory already contains--but in an indiscriminate and confused
manner--and putting them together by careful observation as they are at hand in the memory; so that
whereas they formerly lay hidden, scattered, or neglected, they now come easily to present themselves to
the mind which is now familiar with them. And how many things of this sort my memory has stored up,
which have already been discovered and, as | said, laid up for ready reference. These are the things we
may be said to have learned and to know. Yet, if | cease to recall them even for short intervals of time,
they are again so submerged--and slide back, as it were, into the further reaches of the memory--that they
must be drawn out again as if new from the same place (for there is nowhere else for them to have gone)
and must be collected [cogenda] so that they can become known. In other words, they must be gathered
up [colligenda] from their dispersion. This is where we get the word cogitate [cogitare]. For cogo [collect]
and cogito [to go on collecting] have the same relation to each other as ago [do] and agito [do frequently],
and facio [make] and factito [make frequently]. But the mind has properly laid claim to this word [cogitate]
so that not everything that is gathered together anywhere, but only what is collected and gathered
together in the mind, is properly said to be \"cogitated.\"
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