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The Appointment of the Twelve Apostles Mark
3:7-19

by R.A. Torrey

Jesus appoints the Twelve Apostles, demonstrating His power and compassion, and outlining the qualifications

and work of those who will carry on His ministry.

Scripture: Mark 3:7

Topics: "Divine Calling", "Ministry Preparation"

Description

R.A. Torrey discusses the appointment of the Twelve Apostles, emphasizing Jesus' authority and
compassion as He responds to the needs of the multitudes. He highlights the significance of Jesus
choosing the Twelve, illustrating that they were called to be with Him before being sent out to preach and
heal. The sermon reflects on the importance of being chosen and ordained by Christ for service, as well as
the necessity of prayer and preparation in ministry. Torrey also contrasts the eagerness of the crowds
seeking physical healing with their spiritual needs, urging believers to recognize the call to serve others.
Ultimately, the message underscores the divine purpose behind the selection of the apostles and the
ongoing mission of the Church.

Transcript

(See also Matthew 12:15-21; 10:2-4; Luke 6:12-19)

DISCOVERY OF THE FACTS

1. "Thou Art the Son of God," vv. 7-12 In the verses that immediately precede this lesson, what had our
Lord done? How would we naturally expect that this miracle would affect those who saw it? What was the
effect upon some (v. 6)? To what did this miracle give rise (v. 6)? Was this the only conspiracy that was
ever formed against our Lord (John 11:53; Luke 6:11)? Who are parties to this conspiracy? To what extent
did they purpose to go in their intense hatred (v. 6)? What did our Lord do (v. 7)?

Why did He not stay and face His enemies in their plots? (Matt. 12:15.) Was it not cowardly on His part?
Did the time ever come when He did face His enemies and let them do their worst? Did He escape the
multitude by going to the sea? What two multitudes were there at the sea? Were these people attracted by
His wonderful teaching? Which attracts the average man most today, the wonderful teaching of our Lord
or His wonderful deeds? What kind of things had He done? Does He do great things today?
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What are the greatest things that He does? How far did these multitudes go? How did they know of the
great things which He did? From whom did they hear? Of what then have we an illustration here? If we
wish to get men to come to our Lord, what should we do? Was He pleased with the notoriety He was
getting? (Matt. 12:16-21.) Was this crowd in earnest? How did they show their earnestness (v. 10, R. V.
margin)? Who was it pressed upon Him? Who is always most eager to get to Him?

Are men usually as concerned about their spiritual plagues as they are about their physical plagues? Why
not? How many of those who had plagues pressed upon Him? What led them to press upon Him? How
can we touch Him? What did the greatness and eagerness of the throng necessitate His doing (v. 9)? Who
else besides the crowd recognized Christ's power (v. 11)? What did these unclean spirits do? Why did
they do that? What drew them to Him? Who did they say that He was? Were they right?

How did they know it? Did their knowledge do them any good? Why not? Of what is their falling down a
sort of anticipation? (Phil. 2:10.) What did our Lord say to these unclean spirits? Why did He say that?
(Acts 16:17, 18.) Did He charge any besides the unclean spirits not to make Him known? Why? (Matt.
12:15-20.) Did Christ regard the great crowd as a help or hindrance to His work? Are popularity and
crowds ever a hindrance? 2. The Appointment of the Twelve, vv. 13-19 In the 13th verse what do we see
our Lord doing?

What mountain was it? Why did He go to the mountain? (Luke 6:12.) Why did He wish to get away from
the crowd? When on the mountain, what did He do? Were there only twelve that He called unto Him in the
mountain? Whom did He call? Who were those whom He willed to call? How did those whom He called
show their fitness for the call (v. 13)? Was this wise on their part? What is the wisest thing that any man
can do when our Lord calls? Was this a call to salvation or to service? Was there any inner circle among
those He called?

Of how many was the inner circle composed? Why twelve? Was there any inner circle in the Twelve?
What did He do with these twelve? What does "ordain" mean (R. V.)? To what did He appoint them first of
all? Why were they "to be with Him"? Must one "be with Him" before he can be wisely sent forth to
preach? (Acts 4:13.) How can we be with Him today? (1 John 1:3.) Were these apostles whom He sent
forth uneducated men? Did our Lord wish them with Him for His own sake? (Luke 22:28, 29; Matt. 26:40;
John 14:3; 17:24.)

Why did He choose the Twelve at just this time? What did He send them forth to do (R. V.)? (Matt.
10:5-15.) Who was to be first called? Why? By whom were these men sent? By whom must any true
preacher be sent? By whom are many preachers sent forth? What preparation had our Lord made for the
selection and sending forth of the Twelve? (Luke 6:12, 13.) How many lists of the apostles have we? Do
they agree? Is the order the same? Why are there changes in the order? What new name did our Lord
give Simon? How did Simon become Peter? (Matt. 16:16-18.) CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHINGS

1. Our Lord

His deity, 10, 11, 15;

His power: over disease, 10; over unclean spirits, 11; to give power to others, to heal sickness and to cast
out devils, 15.
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His compassion: on the multitudes, 7, 8, 20; on the sick, 10; on the demon-possessed, 11; on the ignorant,
14;

A Man of prayer, 13 (Luke 6:12).

What He did: drew crowds, 7, 8; great things, 8; healed, 10; cast out demons, 11; ordained others to be
with Him and carry on His work, 14-18; read the hearts of men, 16, 17; avoided notoriety, 12, 13.

How He was treated: misunderstood; even by His friends, slandered, regarded as insane, 21.

2. Workers in God's Harvest

Qualifications: must be chosen by Christ Himself, 13; must be ordained by Him, must be with Him before
they can tell others about Him, 14; must have power for their work from Him, 15.

Their work: preach, 14; heal sicknesses, cast out devils, 15.

3. The Multitude

Their crying need, 8, 9 (Matt. 9:36); awakened Christ's compassion, 10, 14, 15; all their needs met by
Christ, eager for the help of Christ, 8-10.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/ra-torrey/the-appointment-of-the-twelve-apostles-mark-37-19/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


