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Parable of the Lost Son Luke 15:11-24
by R.A. Torrey

The sermon explains the nature of sin, its consequences, and the remedy for sin, emphasizing God's love and

welcome for the returning sinner.

Scripture: Psalm 51:4, Psalm 63:5, Psalm 73:27, Proverbs 28:13, Isaiah 61:10, Jeremiah 2:5, Luke 15:11-24, Romans 2:4,
Ephesians 1:13-14, Ephesians 2:13

Topics: "God's Forgiveness", "Repentance"

Description

R.A. Torrey expounds on the Parable of the Lost Son, illustrating the nature of sin as alienation from God
and the consequences that follow, such as degradation and hunger. He emphasizes the importance of
recognizing one's folly and the steps necessary for repentance, including coming to oneself, resolving to
return, and confessing one's sins. The father's loving response symbolizes God's eagerness to welcome
back sinners, showcasing His compassion and readiness to forgive. Torrey highlights that true repentance
leads to reconciliation and restoration, as seen in the father's lavish celebration of his son's return.

Transcript

DISCOVERY OF THE FACTS

1. The Nature of Sin, vv. 11-13 Wherein does this parable resemble the two that precede? What is the
chief point of difference between this and those? Who were Christ's hearers? (vv. 1, 2.) What was His
purpose in uttering it? Who is represented by the father? Is the figure a perfect representation? Who by
the younger son? Who by the elder son? What request did the younger son make of the father? What lay
at the bottom of this request? What is the very essence of sin? What lies back of that desire to be
independent of God?

What response did the father make to the son's demand? What are we taught by that? Didn't that father
know what use his son would make of the goods? Why then did he let him have them? Why does our
all-wise Father put into our hands the means of going off into folly and sin? Did the younger son go away
from home at once? What is taught by that? What was away from home at the outset? When a man's
heart is estranged from God will he keep up his outward contact with God very long?

What is represented by the far country? Is it a good place to be? (Jer. 2:5, 13, 17-19; Ps. 73:27.) What is it
makes the one who is afar off nigh? (Eph. 2:13.) 2. The Fruits of Sin, vv. 13-16 What is the first thing the
prodigal found in the far country? What is the first fruit of sin? What was the consequence of his profligate
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pleasure? Is poverty a frequent consequence of profligacy (Prov. 21:17; 23:19-21.) The second thing?
How great was his want (v. 17)? What is the second fruit of sin?

Does sin always bring a man to want, hunger and starvation? In his want, of whom should he have
thought? Did he at first? Where did he seek help? Who is represented by a citizen of that country? What is
represented in the experience of the sinner by his seeking help from that source? (Jer. 5:3; Is. 1:5.) What
did the citizen set him to doing? What is represented by that? What is the third fruit of sin? What might that
young man have been? What was he? What brought him there?

What choice is set before each of us? (Deut: 28:47, 48.) Did the young man get much pay for his
degrading service? Does the servant of the devil ever get good wages? What were these husks? What is
represented by his lusting after swine's food? How did man treat him? What is represented by no man's
helping him? (Ps. 142:4.) 3. The Remedy for Sin, vv. 17-24 What was the next step in the prodigal's
experience? What is indicated as to the nature of sin by the expression. "he came to himself"?

Before he came to himself what was he? What is every impenitent sinner? What was it brought him to
himself? Does that bring many sinners to themselves? (Ps. 119:67; 2 Chron. 33:12, 13; Lam. 1:7.) What
was the first step in the prodigal's return? What did he think about? What is the contrast between a sinner
and a servant of God? What was the second step in the prodigal's return? What did he resolve to do? How
must a sinner always come to God? (Ps. 32:3-5; Prov. 28:13; 1 John 1:9.)

What two words in the confession show that he had the right apprehension of the nature of sin? (Ps. 51:4.)
What was his thought of himself? Is God likely to think him worthy who thinks himself unworthy? (18:13,
14.) What was all the prodigal expected? What is all the sinner often-times expects when he comes back
to God? Is that all he gets? Is that all he ought to ask? (Ps. 81:10.) What was the next step in the
prodigal's return? Was his father looking for him? How do you know?

What is represented by all this? What was the father's feeling when he saw him? What is God's feeling
when He sees a sinner in rags and hunger and with the ravages of dissipation upon him returning to Him?
Did the father wait until the son got home and confessed? How did he show his intense eagerness to
welcome his son? As soon as he got to his son what did he do? What did the kiss mean? (Gen. 33:4.)
Was the son any less ready to make confession after his loving welcome? Does the love of God to us
lessen our conviction of sin and willingness to confess? (Ro. 2:4; Ez. 16:63.)

What part of his premeditated confession did he leave out? Why? Was it true he was unworthy to be
called his son? What did the father say? What was indicated by all the ornaments? What word is added in
the Revised Version? Of what is the robe a type? (Is. 61:10; Zech. 3:3-5; Phil. 3:9.) Does God give the
returning sinner a ring? (Eph. 1:13, 14; Gal. 4:6.) Does He put shoes on his feet? (Eph. 6:15.) What was
done next? What does that represent? (Ps. 63:5.) Why was there all this joy? What is the condition of the
impenitent sinner according to v. 24? Of the penitent? CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHINGS

1. Man

Foolish, 13-17; unfeeling, ungrateful, alienated from God, 12, 13; fully set to do evil, 15; loved by God,
20-24; can be saved, 17-24.

2. Sin

(1). Its nature:
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Alienation from God, 12, 13; insanity, 17.

(2). Its fruits:

Pleasure, 13; hunger, 14-17; slavery, degradation, 15; death, 17.

(3). Its remedy:

Return to God, 18-24.

3. God's Dealings with the Sinner

Lets him have his own way, 12; fills him with his own way, 13-17; loves him in his folly, watches for his
return to Himself, runs to meet him as he returns, has compassion upon him, welcomes him, 20; forgives
him freely, fully and forever, makes him a son, clothes and feeds him, rejoices over him, 20-24.

4. The Sinner's Return to God

(1). Comes to himself, 17.

(2). Thinks:

On his folly, 17; on his sin, 18, 21.

(3). Resolves:

To arise, to return, to confess, to seek acceptance, 18, 19.

(4). Comes, 20.

(5). Is received, 20-23.

(6). Is feasted, 24.

5. What a Penitent Sinner Gets

Compassion, welcome, reconciliation, 20; sonship, a robe, a ring, shoes, a feast, 22.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/ra-torrey/parable-of-the-lost-son-luke-1511-24/
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