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Our Lord at the Feast of Tabernacles
(Continued) John 7:25-36

by R.A. Torrey

Jesus' bold speaking and knowledge of God caused the people to be convinced, but the rulers and Pharisees

plotted against Him.

Scripture: John 7:25

Topics: "Knowing God", "Boldness in Faith"

Description

R.A. Torrey discusses the events surrounding Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles, emphasizing the divided
opinions among the people regarding His identity as the Christ. He highlights how Jesus spoke boldly
despite the threats against Him, revealing the truth about His divine knowledge and relationship with God.
The sermon also addresses the Pharisees' attempts to silence Jesus and the people's confusion,
underscoring the importance of truly knowing God and recognizing Jesus as the Messiah. Torrey
encourages believers to boldly declare their faith, even in the face of opposition, and to seek a deeper
understanding of God through Christ. Ultimately, he warns that failing to seek the Lord during the time of
opportunity can lead to spiritual loss.

Transcript

DISCOVERY OF THE FACTS

1. Many of the People Convinced that Jesus is the Christ, vv. 25-31 How did our Lord speak in those days
(v. 26)? Is there any warrant for the change from "boldly" to "openly" in the Revised Version? (Compare
the Greek and R. V. of Acts 4:13; Eph. 6:19, 20.) What characteristic of our Lord was manifested by His
bold speaking at this particular time? (See v. 25.) What thought should make us bold in declaring the truth
of God even when we are threatened with death? (Is. 50:7, 8; Ro. 8:31.)

What thought was suggested to the people by the fact that the rulers said nothing to our Lord though He
spoke thus boldly (v. 26)? Did the rulers know that He was indeed the Christ? (11:47-53; 12:42.) Did the
people really believe that Jesus was the Christ? What reason did the people give for doubting it? What did
they say they knew? Did they know whence Jesus was? (8:14.) Can a man today at the same time know
and yet not know whence Christ is? What did the people say about the Christ?
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Was that true? What did our Lord then do (v. 28)? Why did He admit that there was any truth in their claim
to know whence He was? In what sense did they know Him, and whence He was? In what sense did they
not know Him, and whence He was? Would such knowledge save them? (20:31; 17:3.) Have any today
only this knowledge of Jesus as a man that the Jews had? What will it do for them and what will it fail of
doing for them? What did our Lord tell them about Himself that they did not know?

How do we know that He regarded this as a very important truth? (8:16, 42; 10:36; 17:8, 25.) What secret
of a successful mission have we in these words of our Lord? What did He say of the One who sent Him?
How true is God? (Ro. 3:4; Titus 1:2; 1 John 1:5.) If God is true, what ought to be our attitude toward Him?
In what four words did our Lord bring terrible indictment against the Jews? How important is it that a man
know God? (17:3; 2 Thess. 1:8, 9.) Was it the thought of the Jews about themselves that they did not
know God?

What was their boast over all nations? What solemn lesson is there in this? What is true of many today
who profess to know God? (Titus 1:16.) What is the practical proof that we do know God? (1 John 2:3, 4.)
What was the conclusive proof that these Jews did not know God? (8:19, 42, 54, 55; 15:20.) In what way
and what way alone can we know God? (Matt. 11:27; 1 John 5:20.) What did our Lord say of Himself in
contrast to what He had said of the Jews (v. 29)? What was the ground of His knowledge of God?

How long had He been with God? (1:2.) How is His knowledge of God different from a philosopher's
knowledge of God? Which conception of God is more reliable and more worthy of acceptance--that of the
greatest philosopher or that of Jesus? What had He a right to say? Have you a right to say it? What was
the effect of these words of our Lord on His hearers? Why? What may any one who testifies to the full
truth expect of men? What was the practical outcome of their attempt to take Him?

Why did no man lay hands upon Him (v. 30)? How far can wicked men go in their purposes? (Ps. 76:10.)
Was the restraint by which God held these men back visible? Did they realize what held them back? What
lesson is there in all this? What great truth is contained in the words: "His hour was not yet come"? Were
all evil disposed toward our Lord (v. 31)? Is it worth while to save the common people? What question did
they ask? 2. The Pharisees Plotting, and the People Perplexed, vv. 32-36 What was the effect upon the
Pharisees of the faith and words of the people?

Did they succeed? Why not (v. 30)? What was the outcome of the attempt? (vv. 45, 46.) What important
announcement did our Lord make? How little a time is the Holy Spirit to be here? What was our Lord to do
when the little time was up? What would the Jews do after He was gone? What would be the result of their
search? What lesson in that? Have the Jews sought for a Messiah since they rejected the true one? What
would be the result of their not finding Him? What lesson in this? (8:21, 24.) When should we seek the
Lord? (Is. 55:6.) Did the Jews lay His words to heart as they ought? Why didn't they understand?
CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHINGS

1. Our Lord

Spoke boldly to the Jews though they plotted His death, 26; taught in the temple, with great earnestness,
came not of Himself, sent of God, 28; knew God, was from God, 29; the Jews sought to arrest Him, no
man could lay hands on Him until His hour was come, 30; believed on by many of the people, did miracles
that even His enemies could not deny, 31; went to Him that sent Him, 33; if not sought in the day of
opportunity cannot be found at all, 34.
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2. The Jews

Sought to kill Jesus, 25; their rulers knew that Jesus was indeed the Christ, 26; were perplexed about
Jesus, 27; knew not the true God, 28; sought to arrest Jesus, 30; cannot go where Jesus went, 34.
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