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Jesus the Light of the World John 8:12-24
by R.A. Torrey

R.A. Torrey's sermon emphasizes Jesus as the Light of the World and the necessity of belief in Him for salvation

from sin.

Scripture: Proverbs 14:32, Isaiah 55:6, Matthew 16:24, John 3:18, John 8:12, John 12:46, John 17:3, 2 Corinthians 6:2,
Hebrews 2:3, 1 John 1:5

Topics: "Jesus as the Light", "Salvation through Belief"

Description

R.A. Torrey emphasizes that Jesus is the Light of the World, asserting His divine nature and the necessity
of believing in Him to escape the darkness of sin. He explores the implications of Jesus' claim, highlighting
the importance of knowing both the Father and the Son for true understanding and salvation. Torrey warns
that dying in sin leads to eternal separation from God, urging listeners to seek Jesus while He can be
found. The sermon contrasts the light of Christ with the darkness of disbelief, illustrating the
consequences of rejecting His message. Ultimately, Torrey calls for a commitment to follow Jesus, the
true source of light and life.

Transcript

DISCOVERY OF THE FACTS

1. Jesus the Light of the World, vv. 12-20 What is the first word of the 12th verse in the R. V.? What lesson
is there in that word? Who is the speaker? What is His position in the society of the day? What did He
say? That utterance shows Him to be one of three things: what are they? Was our Lord a lunatic? Was He
an impostor? What then was He? Did He say: "I am a light of the world"? From whom then does the world
get all its light? (1:4, 5, 7-9.) Who does John tell us in his epistle is light? (1 John 1:5.)

If then our Lord is the Light of the world, who is He? What does light do? What does our Lord do? Of what
is He the light? How can we prove that we believe that He really is the Light of the world, and not merely of
our race? Does the average Christian believe that He is the Light of the world? Is this truth found
anywhere else in the Bible? (Luke 1:78, 79; Is. 42:6, 7; 49:6; 60:1, 2.) What has demonstrated that He has
a right to say it? If we would see what absolute truth and goodness is, where must we look?

Did our Lord merely bring light? If He is the light, what must we do? What does it cost to follow Him? (Matt.
16:24.) What reward does it bring? How does the reward compare with the cost? From what kinds of
darkness will following Him save us? If one is walking in darkness, of what may he then be sure? (John
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12:46; Is. 50:10.) If then we find ourselves in darkness, what should we seek to find out? What kind of light
should we have if we follow our Lord? Did the Pharisees let His statement that He was the light of the
world produce its right impression on their hearts?

How did they seek to escape the force of His words (v. 13)? Did it necessarily prove that His testimony
was not true because He bore testimony of Himself? Is it true as a rule? (5:31-47.) Why was our Lord's
testimony true though He bore testimony regarding Himself (v. 14)? What did He know about Himself?
From whence did He come (v. 42)? (7:29; 10:36; 13:3; 16:28; 17:8.) Whither did He go? (13:3.) What did
the Pharisees not know (v. 14)? (7:27, 28; 9:29, 30.) How did the Pharisees judge?

Is that the right way? (7:24; 1 Sam. 16:7.) Who judges in this way? What did our Lord mean by saying: "I
judge no man" (v. 11)? (3:17; 12:47, 48.) Will He ever judge any man? (5:22, 23; Acts 17:31.) What kind of
judgment (v. 16)? (5:22-30; Ps. 45:6, 7; 72:1, 2; 98:9; Is. 9:7; 11:2-5; 32:1, 2; Jer. 23:5, 6; Acts 17:31; Rev.
19:11.) Why would His judgment be true (v. 29)? (16:32.) What principle of their own law would compel
them to accept His testimony (v. 17)? (Deut. 19:15.)

Who were the two witnesses to our Lord (v. 18)? (1 John 5:9.) Where do we find His witness to Himself?
Where did the Father bear witness to Jesus? By what question did the Pharisees reveal the depths of their
own ignorance (v. 19)? Is the question in itself an important one? What was our Lord's answer (vv. 54,
55)? (1:10, 11; 15:21; 16:3.) Is it important that men know the Father and know Jesus? (John 17:3; 2
Thess. 1:7-9.) How alone can we know the Father? (1 John 5:20; Matt. 11:27; John 17:7; 1:18.)

If any one does not know Jesus, of what may we be sure? What did they wish to do with Jesus (v. 20)?
Why did they not arrest Him? 2. "If Ye Believe Not that I Am He, Ye Shall Die in Your Sins," vv. 21-24
Were the words recorded in vv. 21-24 spoken on the same occasion as the immediately preceding words?
What two solemn statements does our Lord make on this occasion? How alone can a person escape
dying in his sins (v. 24)? (3:18, 36; Mark 16:16; Acts 4:12; Heb. 2:3; 10:26-29; 12:25.)

Which is more solemn, to live in sin or to die in sin? If one dies in his sin what will be the result (v. 21)?
How does this bear upon the doctrine that there is another probation after death? (Luke 16:22-26.) For
what deeds are we judged at the judgment seat of Christ? (2 Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27.) Who alone is happy in
his death? (Prov. 14:32.) How did the Jews interpret our Lord's words: "Whither I go ye cannot come" (v.
22)? What suggested this interpretation to them? Would the time ever come when the Jews would seek
our Lord (v. 21)? When? When must we seek Him in order to find Him? (Is. 55:6; Luke 13:24, 25.) When
can He be found by those that seek Him? (2 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 3:7; Prov. 27:1.) CLASSIFICATION OF
TEACHINGS

1. The Father

Sent our Lord back into the world, bore witness regarding His Son, guided His Son in judgment, was
always with the Son, 16, 18; can only be known through the Son, 19; would not allow any man to lay
hands on Him until His hour had come, 20.

2. Jesus Christ

Divine, 12, 16, 18, 19, 23; subordinate to the Father, 16, 18; the Light of the world, 12; witnessed to by the
Father, 18; came from God the Father, 14; sent by God the Father, 14, 21; came not to judge but to save,
15; a true judge, 16; in constant fellowship with the Father during His earthly life, 16; knowledge of the
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Father depended upon knowledge of Him, 19; is from above, not of this world, 23.

3. The Jews

Their enmity against our Lord, 13; they misunderstood Him, 13, 19, 22; knew not whence he came, nor
whither He went, 14; judged after the flesh, 15; condemned by their own Scriptures, 17, 18; knew not the
Father, knew not the Son, 19; restrained by God in their desire to arrest our Lord, 20; died in their sins,
could not go to the Father whither our Lord went, 21; were from beneath, were of this world, 23.

4. The Way of Blessedness

Following our Lord, 12; seeking Him while He can be found, 21; believing on Him, 24.

5. The Way of Darkness and Ruin

Refusing to follow our Lord, 12; refusing to believe in Him, 24, 22.
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