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Passion for a Lost World
by Paul Washer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of having a passion for God's glory as the primary motivation for
evangelism and missions, and encourages listeners to focus on the person and work of the Lord Jesus.

Duration: 1:17:27
Scripture: Malachi 1:6-8, Matthew 6:33, Mark 1:14-15, Acts 2:44-45, Acts 4:32
Topics: "Lost Souls"

Description

In this sermon, Paul Washer discusses the importance of evangelism and missions with a passion for
God. He shares a story of a naive young missionary who expects immediate success and recognition, but
Washer explains that true evangelism requires more than just theological knowledge. He emphasizes the
need for believers to have a deep relationship with God, spending time in prayer and seeking His will
above all else. Washer also highlights the importance of showing respect and honor to authority figures,
both in society and in our relationship with God.

Transcript

For more media content from Grace Community Church in San Antonio, Texas, go to gccsatx.com. Media
used by permission of HeartCry Missionary Society. Visit us online at heartcrymissionary.com. Paul
Washer starts preaching about 14 minutes into this service. | want to give each one of you the opportunity
to make known his expectation for this afternoon through a silent prayer.

| will continue with the prayer. Shall we pray together? Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. In the name of the Father, the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We want to think together this afternoon about the theme, Witnessing with joy and humility, a
passion for a lost world. | want to give you some thoughts, and we will read three passages.

We start in the Gospel of Mark. Mark 1, verses 14 and 15. Mark 1, verses 14 and 15.

It is about the beginning of the preaching of the Lord Jesus. It reads, After John had died, Jesus came to
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
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has come. Turn ye and believe the gospel.

The Lord Jesus came to this world to bring about the well-being of his Father, and to place people from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, and to proclaim himself a community until the eternal life,
and all this to the glory and honor of his great name. And as he went before us, so may we, as his
children, also follow him, in going forth into this world, to proclaim the gospel of the risen, of the crucified
and of the risen, also to the world around us, near and far away, and that we may also, in this regard,
press his footsteps. That is the first.

The second passage, | want to read from John 1, and that is a beautiful passage, John 1, also a
well-known passage, from verse 44. Then you see that when the Lord Jesus goes around this earth and
he preaches, people are touched in their hearts, and their lives are renewed to the image of the Lord
Jesus Christ, that they also become a blessing to the people around them. We read there in John 1, verse
44, And on that other day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and found Philippus, and said to him, Follow me.

And Philippus was now of Bethsaida, from the city of Andreas and Peter. And Philippus found Nathanael,
and said to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophet, namely Jesus, the
son of Joseph of Nazareth. And Nathanael said to him, Can anything come from Nazareth? And Philippus
said to him, Come and see.

And Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said to him, Come and see, truly an Israelite, in whom there
is no deceit. And Nathanael said to him, Of whom do you know me? And Jesus answered and said to him,
Honour your Philippus, for | saw you under the fig tree. And Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi,
thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel.

Beautiful part, in which we see that the Lord God used his servant, his child, Philippus, to bring Nathanael
to his son, Jesus Christ. And Nathanael still has some doubts, you can read that too, when it comes to the
background of Mr. Jesus, and how he expected that the redeemer would come, and he also asked the
guestion, Can anything come from Nazareth? And then Philippus says, that beautiful sentence, in a few
words, Come and see. In Rotterdam there is a municipality, and it bears that name, Come and see.

And it is the question whether that can also be hung above our lives, a sign with Come and see. And what
was the secret? We can learn two things from Philippus, that he brought Nathanael to the Lord Jesus.
Ultimately, it comes down to this, that Philippus himself had an encounter with the Lord Jesus.

So Philippus is not a guide that we sometimes find on a roundabout, and who keeps standing and guides
the way to the left or to the right, but he himself had a life-long encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. And
from that encounter, from the teaching that he received, from the salvation that he himself experienced,
and that he was preserved, he also received the authority to lead others to the Lord Jesus. But it is
important, and that also applies to us, we can be very active in casting people for the Lord Jesus.

But the question is, did we ourselves have a life-long encounter with Him? And do we know what we are
talking about if we want to lead others to Him? And are we then a traffic sign that remains very static,
maybe once heard something from the Lord Jesus, something of salvation, grace, preservation, but did
not experience what it is to be released from the tower of God, to be released from guilt, and to be gone
like that? | know from the Rutherford, a well-known preacher, his friends heard him whisper the name of
the Lord Jesus in their dreams. And you will say, yes, that is very extreme. But that man was just
completely gone from Jesus.
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He was occupied in possession of Jesus. And that gave the passion, also for the lost world around him.
But then it is important that we have had an encounter with Him.

And the second thing we can learn from this, is that Philippus Nathanael does not bring him into contact
with something. He does not bring him into contact with the institute or with his teaching. But he brings him
to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

And we are always inclined, when we do work of realization, or when we have contact with the people in
our environment, and you tend to shift your vision, your thinking, to another person. But the secret of
Philippus is that he brings him to Jesus Himself. And that is also what we have to keep in mind.

Our focus at all times, when it comes to our spiritual life, but also when it comes to the return to this world,
must be focused on the person and the work of the Lord Jesus. The third passage | want to read, is the
well-known passage from Acts 2. And that is the last one. | wanted to share three things with you.

When it comes to the call, when it comes to the work that Jesus did here on earth, that it has an effect in
the personal life of, for example, a Philippus, but you also see it in Acts 2, that the power of return will also
be revealed in the community. We read from Acts 2, verse 42. And every time again, these are well-known
words, but every time again it touches my heart when | read about those first Christian communities.

And they were full of heart in the teaching of the apostles, and in the community, and in the breaking of the
bread, and in the prayers. And a fear came over all souls, and many miracles and signs took place
through the apostles. And all who believed were one, and had all things in common.

And they sold their goods and harvests, and they divided the same among all those who needed each.
And daily, one by one, in the temple, and from house to house breaking bread, they ate together with
reverence and simplicity of heart. And they praised God, and had mercy on the whole people.

And the lords went daily to the communities that were blessed. When it comes to the power of return, then
you see that from the personal life, this community also puts the work in fire and flame, and the person of
Jesus, and that also goes out, it becomes visible. There is power from it, because we read in verse 47,
they praised God, they had mercy on the people, and the lords let the community grow.

Not weekly, not annually, but daily the people came to faith, and joined the community. And what is the
characteristic of a Christian? We can name a lot of things, but one thing that we, as Christians, have to
pass through, that is our mobility and passion for a world that is about to be lost. And a well-known
statement of Spurgeon is, and I'm not saying that this is the standard today, but it is good to take with you,
if you, as you, are led to be a Christian, Spurgeon says, then you must be able to name at least one
person who has led you to Jesus.

| will repeat it again. He says, if you are led to be a Christian, then you must be able to name at least one
person whom you know you were the means to lead him to Lord Jesus. Let's think about this together.

What is my mobility with the people around me? Or am | glad that | am preserved? Or does the desire
burn in your heart to take as many people as possible on the road behind the Master? And if you hear
something about the work, we heard something about it last night, we heard something about it this
morning, what he, Lord Jesus Christ, did for us, then it cannot be otherwise, or our heart must be burning
to follow in the same footsteps as he did, to consider all things harm and distress, and to be to the blessing
of as many people as possible in our immediate surroundings. Malachi chapter 1. Malachi chapter 1, verse
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6 through verse 11. And am | a lord? Where is my fear? Says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests,
despisers of my name.

But you say, with what do we despise your name? You bring to my altar unclean bread, and say, with what
do we unclean you? With the fact that you say, the Lord's table is despicable. For if he brings something
blind to sacrifice, is it not evil in your sight? And if he brings something crooked or crooked, it is not evil.
Does your priest bring that? Will he have a favor from you, or will he take your face? Says the Lord of
hosts.

Now then, does the face of God swear that he will be gracious to us? Such is the record of your hand. Will
he take your face? Says the Lord of hosts. Who is there among you that does not close the doors to you?
And you do not light the fire on my altar, do you not? | have no desire for you, says the Lord of hosts, and
the sacrifice of your hand is not pleasant to me.

But from the rising of the sun to its setting, my name will be great among the heathens. And in every place
my name will be offered as incense. And a pure sacrifice, for my name will be great among the heathens,
says the Lord of hosts.

Let us go to the Lord in prayer. But also the awesome responsibility of making your name known among
the nations. Father, | pray that you would strengthen us, that you would give us wisdom, that you would
teach us, that you would stir us up by the Holy Spirit, that we would have a passion for the things of God, a
passion for the name of God, that we would do all things for the glory of your name, for the edification of
your people, and for the benefit of mankind.

In Jesus' name. Amen. Now many of you, hearing this text, probably are wondering, | thought this was
about evangelism.

It is. But evangelism begins with a passion for God. We must have a passion for souls, that is true.

But above all things we must have a passion for God. | attend many missionary gatherings throughout the
world. And whenever people talk about the Great Commission, they speak mainly about the needs of men.

We need to go because men are lost. We need to go because people are suffering. All of that is true.

If you do not care about the sufferings of humanity, | doubt your conversion. But | think that many
missionary endeavors are missing the point. Although we must care about souls, there is something even
higher.

The glory of God. The glory of God. That God's name be great among the nations.

Let me share with you. A young missionary or a young evangelist goes out into the park to preach. And he
is very naive.

He is very excited. He goes out there with his microphone and his chair to stand on and all his Bibles and
tracts. And he thinks that he is going to get up there and start preaching.

And that angels are going to descend from heaven and sing the hallelujah chorus. And that people are
going to fall down and be saved. And then they are going to pick him up and carry him around the city
applauding him.
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This is the great man who brought us the gospel. Let me tell you how it's really going to turn out. How it's
turned out many times to me.

You walk out there with all your stuff. You stand up on your chair. You bring your own chair.

Because the police can't make you get off your own chair. And you begin to preach. And people seem to
gather around.

They seem to be listening. Everything is going wonderfully. And then all of a sudden someone appears
and begins screaming at you.

That you're a demon. You're a heretic. You're lying to the people.

You're trying to take them away from their old religion. And they grab you and your chair and your books
and your tracks and they throw you out in the street. It's going to take a lot more than a passion for souls
to make you walk back in there again and preach.

It's going to take your passion for the glory of God. It is going to take a passion for the gospel of Jesus
Christ. The cry of your heart must be this.

That God's name be great among the nations. And that the Lamb receive the full reward for His sufferings.
When | love people | will go back into the park and preach.

And when | don't love them very much | will go back into the park and preach. Because this is not primarily
about people. It's about the glory of God.

Listen to me. Especially some of you young preachers. You cannot just be theologians.

You must be more than little scribes that write books. You must be men who dwell in the presence of God.
Who seek Him in prayer.

Who spend more time with Him than anybody else. Until you are a man consumed by Him. A man who
belongs to Him.

And a man who is set to doing the will of God no matter what it costs. This is how you do evangelism. This
is how you do missions.

It is first and foremost a passion for God. | want us just to look briefly here at this text. In verse 6 he says,
A son honors his father and a servant his master.

In this society and in ours there are certain rules of decorum. There are certain positions of authority that
demand respect. Even in the secular West these rules still apply.

A son should honor his father. A servant his master. And when he does not it is a shameful thing.

And a servant should honor his master. And employees should honor his employer. That's God's
argument.

Then he goes on to say this. If | am a father where is my honor? First he's talking about all that he's given
to Israel in his compassion as a father. He's saying, Israel, | have a claim upon you.
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By right of all that | have done for you as a father. You see, God has certain claims upon men. He has a
claim on all men as their creator.

All men alive should honor God because he made them and sustained them. But the Christian should be
obedient to God even more. Because God not only created us.

He not only sustains us. But he redeemed us through the blood of his son. And not only has he redeemed
us through the blood of his son.

But he has been a father to us. He has cared for us. His providence has carried us.

Should we not honor him? Should we not respect him? You were given a heart so that it would beat for
God. You were given a mind so that it would think thoughts about God. You were given breath just so you
could take it in and bring it back out in worship.

You were given strength to serve him. You belong to him. And you will not find joy.

You will not find meaning until you conform your will to his. And live as his servant. According to the calling
that he has given you as individual Christians.

Not everyone has the gift of an evangelist. And not everyone is called to go out to a park, jump on a chair
and preach. But we are all called to be witnesses.

We are all called to be concerned that God's nhame be great among the nations. We are not to live for
ourselves. God redeemed Israel out of Egypt.

He carried them as a father. He planted them in the land of Canaan. He fulfilled all his promises.
He protected them. He cared for them. But they rebelled and rebelled and rebelled.

Finally, when the land could not bear their sins any longer, they were vomited out into captivity. But God,
in his covenant faithfulness, brought them back once again. You would think that this mercy would lead
them to give their hearts completely to God.

But we can see throughout the minor prophets that they were more concerned with themselves. They
were more concerned with building houses, and planting vineyards, comfort, and ease of life. They were
wrapped up in the world around them and they were not giving their hearts to God.

Let me just say this for a moment. It's very dangerous to live in the West, because there is just so much
entertainment. There's just so many things to do.

There's so many possibilities. The first years that | served in Peru, there was a war going on between the
Peruvian government and the terrorist group known as the Shining Path. The country was totally
devastated by war and depression.

There were times when we would have to stand in line for two hours just to get a bag of rice. And you
never knew if the parked car or the building right beside you was going to blow up. There was no security
in Peru.

There was little food in Peru. There was no money in Peru. Danger and conflict was everywhere.
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And our fellowships in the church were absolutely marvelous. Our church services were heavenly. Our
ministries to the orphans in the street was just almost like the apostolic age.

Because the Christians had nothing but Jesus. They had nothing but each other. And they had nothing to
do but serve their God.

But when the war was over, and prosperity began to come once again into Peru, much of that was lost. Do
you see how dangerous it is to live in the West? You think more about what kind of car you're going to buy
than the glory of God. You worry about what label is on your shirt or if it's in style.

And like Israel, we are missing the opportunity to serve our God. And have an impact on the nations. He
says to the very priests, you are despising my name.

He's not just speaking about the common people. But the men who were supposed to be dedicated to the
service of God, they were despising his name. But they said, how are we doing that? Isn't it amazing how
blind we can all become? We are often so blind to our sin.

We think to ourselves, well, we look at the world and see that they're not serving God and at least we're
doing better. I'm a moral person. | read my Bible.

I'm nice to people. | give a little money to the church. I'm doing a lot better than everyone else.
But everyone else is not your standard. The Bible is your standard. The Bible.

In many ways, our love with the world demonstrates that we are sometimes despising the very name of
God. That we are not esteeming the value of God. That we are considering other things as more
important.

And yet, other things are rubbish compared to God and His will. Verse 7, God says, you are presenting
defiled food upon my altar, but you see how have we defiled you, in that you say the table of the Lord is to
be despised. They're saying, we still don't understand.

And He says, you're despising me because you are not giving your best. Like the church in Laodicea, their
hearts were becoming dull. Many times people speak about zeal as something bad.

We see a person who gets saved, a young man who gets saved, and he wants to win the world. He's
reading his Bible all the time. He's in church every time the doors are open.

He goes witnessing in the streets. And we say, oh, he's just young and naive and full of zeal. And you are
old and wise and have no zeal.

The old preacher, Leonard Ravenhill, used to say this, | would rather have a fool on fire than a scholar on
ice. Cold and freezing. Now, | would rather have a scholar on fire, to be honest with you.

But the point is well taken. Listen to me. | go to conferences and hear all these really big preachers.

And [, to be honest with you, | don't learn a whole lot. Do you know when | learn something? Is when
during those conferences they let some new believer get up and give their testimony. And when | listen to
that new believer speaking in that fresh love that he has for Christ | don't learn much.
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But | remember a lot that | have forgotten. | remember what it's like to be filled with that zeal. To just want
Jesus.

To just want to do His will. And to go out preaching actually thinking that you just might win the world to
Christ. | would trade a lot of my books in order to have that back.

You see, God is not condemning them because they're not smart enough. God is condemning them
because they have so little passion. So little zeal.

They have not responded to all the good that God has done for them. Look at verse 10. God says, O that
there were one among you who would shut the gates that you might not uselessly kindle fire on my altar, |
am not pleased with you says the Lord of hosts, nor will | accept an offering from you.

Any sort of sacrifice that is not a sacrifice generated by a love for God is worthless. Also another thing we
see here. There are so many religious things done in churches that have no meaning whatsoever to God.

We oftentimes put so much emphasis on things that God doesn't even care about. What does God care
about? Let me just give you a few. He cares about his glory.

He cares about his name. Do you know what else he cares about? Now this may shock you. He cares
about people.

As a matter of fact, let me say this. God cares more about cows than we care about people. Have you not
read the book of Jonah? He would not destroy Nineveh.

Not only because there were a multitude of people, but it also says because there was much livestock.
God loves cattle more than we love people. God loves people.

He loves religious people who are lost and mean. He loves punk rockers and prostitutes and everything in
between. God loves people and his church ought to be primarily about two things.

And they are summed up in two commandments. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength. And then love your neighbor as yourself.

You say, what else? Don't worry. That will take you a lifetime. Someone asked me one time, and this is
kind of scholastic and philosophical.

Someone asked me, Brother Paul. And | said, yes. What is the greatest sin? | thought, well, that's a pretty
good question.

And | thought for a moment. And then | said this. | suppose the greatest sin would be breaking the
greatest commandment.

Not loving the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. And | suppose the second
greatest sin would be this. Not to love your neighbor.

Who is my neighbor? Everybody. Especially the people who aren't like you. When | graduated from
seminary, | had a lot of goals.

After | won South America to Christ, | was going to go to Asia. They were pretty big goals. Do you know
what my goal is? And the Lord knows this is true.
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It's a thing | pray about. To love my wife as Christ loved the church. Because my wife and | are in the
closest relationship possible.

Two fallible persons who can disagree. If | could love her, then | could love my children. And | could love
my brothers and sisters in Christ.

And | could love prostitutes and homosexuals and thieves. | would trade everything to be able to do those
two commandments. You can spend all day arguing about the finer points of theology if you want.

And you can spend all day arguing about what kind of clothes | ought to wear. But all | want to do is love! It
is so easy to preach. It is so difficult to love.

To love God. And to love people. Another thing that we learn about this, verse 10, learned from verse 10,
is that some churches just ought to shut their doors.

Because they're not churches. Their candlestick has been removed. They are cold, without passion,
mean, and do not care about souls.

We plant churches all around the world. But we plant churches also in the United States. We help with
church plants in the United States.

And someone asked me, why do you want to plant churches in the United States? There are churches on
every corner. And | said no. There are really pretty buildings on pretty yards on every corner.

And they have steeples and they have crosses, but they do not have the presence of God. And you could
take a paintbrush and write Ichabod across the door. Churches are about loving God and loving people.

Now look at verse 11. God says, from the rising of the sun, even to its setting, my name will be great
among the nations. And in every place incense is going to be offered to my name.

And a grain offering that is pure for my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.
Sometimes when | go to mission conferences and evangelism conferences, | hear preachers trying to
motivate the people. And they say, the world is dying without Christ.

And we are Christ's arms and legs. We must go. And if we don't do something, nothing will be done.

And they portray Jesus as though He was sitting there on top of His little throne, scared to death that His
mission was not going to be fulfilled. Poor little Jesus. He wants to preach the gospel to the world.

But we just won't go. That's ridiculous. It's absolutely ridiculous.

Look at Israel here. Do you see in this description that they care about the nations? From this we can see
they don't even care about God. They don't care about the temple.

They don't care about anything but themselves. They're not going to go out to the nations. They'd rather
see the nations destroyed.

Yet in the middle of His people's failure, God stands up and says, My name will be great among the
nations. Let me teach you something about the sovereignty of God. God's nhame will be great among the
nations.
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And the Lamb will receive the full reward of His suffering. And there will be a multitude before the throne of
God from every nation, tribe, language and people. Whether you want to be a part of it or not, God will
raise up a people and they will do the work.

Whether you want to or not. You see, God's work of evangelizing the nations does not depend on you.
He's not begging you to help Him, but instead He is offering you the privilege to participate in what He is
doing.

He's offering you the possibility to join with Him and to work in the harvest. He has opened the door and
granted you the possibility of having a meaningful life. He's offering you the possibility of living for
something eternal.

It should be the cry of every Christian heart. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. What
does that mean? Father, it is my prayer that your name be esteemed as unique and special above all
other names.

That in every nation, in every people group, your name be worshipped. That it be revered. That your
kingdom will come.

That Christ's reign will spread throughout all the nations. And that the will of God be done. That all men
submit their wills to the will of God.

And in submitting their wills to the will of God, they find true freedom. Evangelism. Missions.

You say, Brother Paul, all that evangelism and missions, it seems so complicated. Well, let me simplify it
for you with something of an illustration. There are only two ministries in missions.

You either go down into the well. You go down into the well. Or you hold the rope for the one who's going
down.

You either go as a missionary. Or you hold the rope for those missionaries who go. You support them
financially, prayerfully.

You sacrifice just as much as the missionary. If he has to give up in order to go, then you need to give up
in order to send him. Anything you have in your hand, use it, not for yourself, but the advancement of the
kingdom.

Listen to me as | was teaching the young people this morning. This world is passing away. Not only that,
it's very possible that persecution is coming to the West.

There's a good chance I'm going to end my ministry in jail. We must work while we still have the freedom
to work. While we still have the opportunity, we need to go to the places where the gospel is not preached.

And we need to go to the people closest to us that have never heard the gospel. Yes, God is sovereign.
And God has made a decree.

But he has also decreed to use preachers to gather in his people. And we are those preachers. And we
must go forth.

And we must preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. That's not only our task. It's our privilege.
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Last night when | got up to preach, the first thing | said was it's a great privilege for me to preach here. And
people laughed. Now, that didn't bother me.

They were right to laugh. It was funny. It's funny because they laughed because | say that every time | get
up in the pulpit.

If you're a betting man, you can pretty much bet that the first thing I'm going to say when | get in the pulpit
is it's a privilege to preach here. Do you know why | say it's a privilege? Because it is. Do you know that
angels long to do what I'm doing? Do you know that prophets and kings and scribes longed for the day
when the Messiah would come? They longed to have the gospel that we now have.

We are the most privileged people on the face of the earth. The day of judgment is coming for me. | know |
am weak and frail.

| take great comfort in the fact that the one who judges me is going to be my brother. That the one who
judges me is the one who died for me. But sometimes | think what would be the saddest thing | could hear
as a Christian on that day? I think it would be this.

My dear Paul, if you only knew what | desired to do with you, there was so much more. But you were so
preoccupied with other things. Again, as | told the young people this morning, | have never met a man or
woman of God who at the end of their life said that they regret that they had given so much to Christ.

But | have met a multitude of men and women who on their deathbed said that they regretted that they
had given so little. | admonish you to seek God. To get into his word and to get on your knees.

And to say, with the life | have left, | want to serve you. Fill me with the spirit that | might have the strength.
Fill me with wisdom that | might know your will.

Extend the days of my life that | might live in greater service to you. If you are sitting here this afternoon
and you are sad and broken because so much of your life has been wasted, do not let the devil use that
against you. Rise up in the grace of God.

Believe your God in his forgiveness. What is past is past. Forget what lies behind you.

And look ahead to the high calling of God in Christ. Rise up and serve him. Let your end be greater than
your beginning.

Let's pray. Father, | come before you in the name of Jesus Christ. And | ask, that you would stir your
people up by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you would do an enduring work in them.

Lord, a work of creating joy, creating purpose. For the joy of our Lord is the strength and the kindness of
our God leads us to repentance. Oh, let your people remember every good and perfect gift that has come
from you.

Let them be motivated, not by dread, not by guilt, but by your love toward them. Your inexhaustible,
eternal love. Let them rise up without condemnation.

Let them be filled with joy unspeakable. Let them be free in your unconditional love. And Lord, strengthen
them that they might go out and be a witness, but a witness with joy, overflowing, abounding with love.
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Lord, that they be serious, but they also be winsome. That they weep, but they also be full of joy. That they
might exhibit a life that makes others jealous, desiring to know their God.

May someone look at them and know that their master must be kind. That they would inquire who he
might be. Oh, God, work in this nation.

Renew, revive, that your name might be great among the nations and that the Lamb might receive the full
reward of his suffering. In Jesus' name, Amen. to make it very concrete, because we all find it quite
difficult.

But | think it is simple in our immediate environment. Jacques opened this afternoon with a part of Acts 2.
And what do we see in Acts 2? What was defining for the first Christian community? It was that they
shared the good. Mededelen.

Medelijden. The literal meaning. Who of us would be prepared to make the world a holy cow for someone
who says | need your car.

Because in the reformatory sense, on our Golf GTI and everything that goes with it. But that is just
practical. Are we prepared to really everything God gives us? The text from Malachi.

| just picked it up. | would almost like to point out, but | would like to ask which community in the
Netherlands doesn't a rumble market? We offer some blinds, some crumbs, and it is not evil in our eyes.
We give God the old mess, and he will be quite happy with that.

That worries me enormously. Yesterday the text from 2 Corinthians 9 is where he becomes poor to make
us rich. If we read a little further in verse 14, it says that your flood said to fill their shortage, and our flood
said to fill their shortage in this present time, that there will equality.

In the kingdom of God there is equality, mutual sharing. That is why Jesus came to this earth to give us
what he had, and he wants to share that with us. If we want to be witnesses of the community, let's start
there, and that is very simple.

If you need a place to open the door. If you need a house, a car, give them keys. Be ready to share.

God does not us for he has given first. If we go back to the exodus, | mean God asked a tenth of it, but he
gave them first because he had the Egyptians. So they had nothing and he did not for more.

And if the temple was going built, he asked for a voluntary sacrifice. Moses did not a market, because the
temple had to be built. He asked for a voluntary sacrifice and he did And temple was going to be built, he
asked for a voluntary sacrifice and more.

And if the temple was going to be built, he for a voluntary sacrifice he voluntary and he did not ask for a
voluntary sacrifice for the temple he asked for a voluntary sacrifice and he did not ask for a voluntary
sacrifice for to share these things with one another out of the love of their hearts, because they know, as
Abraham said, expecting a coming city. Lord, give us that figure in our hearts and touch us with your
glorious grace, that we may learn this. We ask you for a blessing on the dishes, which are all prepared in
advance.

Lord, you want to bless it. We want to thank you for the abundance that you give us again and again, even
today. Thank you, in Jesus' name.
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Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/19/SID19310.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-washer/passion-for-a-lost-world/
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