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The Lord My Light
by Octavius Winslow

The sermon emphasizes the significance of Christ as our light, guiding us through the darkness of spiritual death

and leading us to the inheritance of the saints in light.

Scripture: Psalm 27:1, Isaiah 60:19-20, Matthew 5:14-16, John 1:5, John 8:12, Romans 13:12, 2 Corinthians 4:6,
Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9

Topics: "Spiritual Transformation", "Light of Christ"

Description

Octavius Winslow emphasizes that the Lord is our light and portion, guiding believers from spiritual
darkness into His marvelous light. He illustrates how nature reflects God's glory and serves as a reminder
of Christ's presence, urging the unconverted to recognize their dire state without Him. True conversion is
described as a calling out of darkness into light, highlighting the importance of being born again and
becoming a child of the light. Winslow reassures believers that Christ is their light in every aspect of life,
providing hope and guidance through trials until they reach eternal glory. The sermon concludes with the
promise of everlasting light in God's presence, where sorrow will cease.

Transcript

"The Lord is my portion, says my soul."

"The Lord is my light."--Psalm 27:1

Without approaching the Pantheistic idea that all nature is God, the Christian can trace God and Christ in
all nature; and affirm that, the religion which glows in the sunbeam, sparkles in the dew drop, breathes
from the floweret, is the religion of Christ; because, material though the object be, it yet shows forth the
glory of God, images some feature of Christ's person, illustrates some truth of His word, and inculcates
some lesson of His gospel. Nature, more true to God than man, ever rises above and beyond itself,
elevating the renewed and reflective soul from matter to mind, and from mind to spirit, until, quickened with
a life from God, the soul soars to God through Christ, to find its study, happiness, and repose in His infinite
fullness as that fullness is embodied and revealed in the person and work of the Lord Jesus.

"Read nature; nature is a friend to truth;

Nature is Christian; preaches to mankind,

And bids dead matter aid us in our creed."--Young
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But the natural man is spiritually dark; yes, in the abstract meaning of the term, he is darkness. "The way
of the wicked is as darkness." "The light which is in them is darkness." Hence, departing out of this world
still in the darkness of an unrenewed state, they go from the inner to the "outer darkness," where there is
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. My unconverted reader, ponder, oh, seriously, prayerfully
ponder this dreadful condition and these appalling words! Living in this world without Christ, you live in the
darkness of spiritual death; and dying without Christ, you pass to a darkness infinitely and eternally remote
from every ray of light and joy--a darkness that is 'OUTER' and 'FOREVER.'

But what is true conversion? The words of inspiration shall answer. It is a "calling out of darkness into
God's marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). Have you so been called--called by the especial and effectual grace of
God? Oh, it is of more infinite moment that you should know that you are converted, born again of the
Spirit, that you have become a "new creature in Christ Jesus," that you are a 'child of the light,' and are
safe for eternity, than to possess the diadem of the universe! For, "what shall it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and lose his own soul?" Solemn, urgent question!

But Christ is the Christian's Light. The believer is a 'child of the light and of the day,' having passed into
God's marvelous light. 'Marvelous light' it is! 'Marvelous,' because it is divine, flowing from Him who is
Essential Light, the Fountain of all Light. 'Marvelous,' because it is Incarnate Light, dwelling in Christ
Jesus, who is our Light. 'Marvelous,' because it is communicated to us by the Holy Spirit, by whom alone
the darkness of the soul is dissipated, and Christ, the true light shines. In a word, 'marvelous,' because of
the surprising grace, the free and sovereign mercy by which we who were once darkness are now light in
the Lord.

Yes, O my soul, Jesus is your light. He is the Light of your salvation, the Light of your comfort, the Light of
your path, the Light of your hope of glory. "In Your light we shall see light." Guided by His light you shall
walk through dreary nights and cloudy days, through tempestuous seas and stormy winds of adversity,
temptation, and sorrow, until He leads you home to "the inheritance of the saints in light," where "the sun
will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for the Lord will be your
everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane
no more; the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end." Isaiah 60:19-20
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