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The Lord My Expectation

by Octavius Winslow

The sermon emphasizes the importance of waiting on God and trusting in His all-sufficiency and faithfulness,
rather than expecting from man or our own efforts.

Scripture: Psalm 62:5, Isaiah 40:31, Jeremiah 17:7
Topics: "Trust in God's Promises"”, "Expectation from God"

Description

Octavius Winslow emphasizes the importance of placing our expectations solely on God rather than on
human beings, warning that reliance on the creature leads to disappointment. He reflects on the psalmist's
declaration, ‘My soul, wait only upon God; for my expectation is from Him," highlighting that true fulfillment
comes from trusting in God's all-sufficiency. Winslow encourages believers to adopt a posture of waiting,
which signifies faith and patience, and to abandon any divided trust between God and man. He reassures
that God's promises are vast and that believers should expect great things from Him, as He will never
disappoint those who place their hope in Him. Ultimately, Winslow calls for an exclusive and honest trust
in God, assuring that our expectations from Him will be met abundantly.

Transcript

"The Lord is my portion, says my soul."
"My soul, wait only upon God; for my expectation is from Him."--Psalm 62:5

It is the sin, as it is the mortification, of the believer, to expect too much from the creature, and too little
from the Lord. In the one case disappointment, often painful and humiliating, is the inevitable result; in the
other, a precious fulfillment of the divine and gracious promise, "Those who wait for Me shall not be
ashamed." How elevated and hallowed the experience of David, as embodied in the portion which
suggests our present meditation, "My soul, wait only upon God; for my expectation is from Him."

Look, first, at the OBJECT of the believing soul's expectation--it is God.

Faith, hope, and love could not stretch their pinions higher. And yet, divine as is this Object of expectation,
high and lofty as is His place of abode, holy and bright as is His nature, the lowliest soul, uplifting its
longing, believing, expecting gaze, may reach Him, and realize its highest, fullest expectation! Oh, how
faintly we deal with the all-sufficiency of our God!--how we limit the Holy One of Israel!--how we confine
and distrust Jesus! My soul! has God in Christ ever failed, ever disappointed you? Has there ever
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been--can there ever be--any confounding of His wisdom, any baffling of His power, any lessening of His
resources, any exhaustion of His goodness, faithfulness, and love? Never! Then, O my soul, cease from
man, cease to make flesh your arm, abandon your expectation of help, of supply, of sympathy from the
creature, and wait only upon God.

And study, my soul, the POSTURE--waiting. It is the posture of faith, the attitude of love, the expression of
patience and hope. We are often too impatient of the Lord's delays in our behalf. We may indeed pray,
"make no tarrying;" and yet the vision may tarry its appointed time, but, though it tarry, it will surely come.
The Lord may keep you long waiting at the throne, to test your sincerity, and try your faith, and prove your
love, but, in the end, He will appear--your prayer is heard, and shall be answered.

And look at the EXCLUSIVENESS of this expectation. "My soul, wait only upon God"--only upon Him. Ah!
how hard the lesson! How tenaciously and idolatrously we cling to the creature! With the creature in one
hand, and with the Creator in the other, we think to carve our way through all oppositions, difficulties, and
needs. But, no! this must not be. The Lord will have our simple, honest, and exclusive trust. He will not
allow us to expect from man what only can be found in Himself. He is a jealous God, and will have our
honest, undivided hearts. Are you seeking salvation? Let go of all expectation of finding pardon, and
peace, and hope in anything of your own doing; and simply and only take hold in faith of Jesus, and your
expectation of being saved--saved without a work of your own--saved from the power, guilt, and
condemnation of sin--saved now, saved at once, and saved forever--shall never be ashamed.

And what, O my soul! might you expect? Everything! There is no limitation. God's promise is, "Open your
mouth wide, and | will fill it." Could language be more simple and explicit, or promise more full and
precious? Expect, O my soul, great things from God. Expect large supplies of grace from Jesus. Let your
expectation be high as His being, wide as His resources, vast as His love. Expect His answer to your
prayer; expect the fulfillment of His word; expect His providential supplies of your need; expect sympathy
and soothing in your grief; expect deliverance in the mount of danger; expect, at the last distressing
moment, strength, support, and deliverance; grace to help you in every time of need. And when heart and
flesh fail, and you pass down the shaded valley, solitary and alone, expect that Jesus will be with you
there; and your expectation shall not be disappointed, nor your hope be made ashamed. "My soul, wait
only upon God; for my expectation is from him."
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