| sermon JeSl

For None of Us Lives to Himself, and No Man
Dies to Himself

by Octavius Winslow

Living to the Lord means to live a life of self-denial, humility, and dependence on Christ, and to experience
inward peace, satisfaction, happiness, progression, and deathlessness.

Scripture: Romans 14:7
Topics: "Living For Christ", "Self-Denial"

Description

Octavius Winslow emphasizes that true life is found in living for the Lord, as stated in Romans 14:7-8. He
explains that the growth of Christ's kingdom in our souls requires the demolition of self, leading to a life of
self-denial and holiness. Winslow encourages believers to reflect on whether their lives advance Christ's
glory and to embrace the conflicts that come with a holy life. He highlights the rewards of self-denial, the
peace it brings, and the importance of recognizing our dependence on God's grace. Ultimately, he calls
Christians to live in a way that honors God, acknowledging their transformation and commitment to His
service.

Transcript

For none of us lives to himself, and no man dies to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. Romans 14:7-8

THE Lord Jesus can only erect and carry forward His kingdom in the soul upon the ruins of self: and as
this kingdom of grace is perpetual in its growth, so the demolition of self is a work of gradual
advancement. As the inner life grows, Christ grows more lovely to the eye, more precious to the heart. His
blood is more valued, His righteousness is more relied on, His grace is more lived upon, His cross is more
gloried in, His yoke is more cheerfully borne, His commands are more implicitly obeyed. In all things Christ
is advanced, and the soul by all means advances in its knowledge of, and in its resemblance to, Christ.
Reader, is Christ advanced by you? Is His kingdom widened, is His truth disseminated, is his fame spread,
is His person exalted, is His honor vindicated, is His glory promoted, by the life which you are living? Oh,
name not the name of Christ, if it do not be to perfume the air with its fragrance, and to fill the earth with its
renown.

This "living unto the Lord" is a life of self-denial; but have the self-denying, the self-renouncing, no reward?
Oh yes! their reward is great. They are such as the King delights to honor. When John the Baptist
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declared, "He must increase, but | must decrease,"” and on another occasion, "whose shoe-latchet | am
not worthy to unloose," Christ pronounced him "the greatest born of women." When the centurion sent to
say, "Lord, | am not worthy that you should come under my roof," our Lord places this crown upon his
faith, "l tell you, | have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." When the publican exclaimed, "God be
merciful to me a sinner," he descended from the temple “justified rather" than the self-vaunting Pharisee.
Yes, "when men are cast down, then there is lifting up." And what tongue can describe the inward peace,
satisfaction, and contentment of that soul in whom this self-denying life of Christ dwells! Such a one has a
continual feast. He may be deeply tried, sorely tempted, heavily afflicted, severely chastened, but his
meek and submissive spirit exclaims, "It is the Lord, let Him do as seems good in His sight." Another
characteristic of this life is--it is a conflicting life. It always wears the harness, and is ever clothed with the
armor. Opposed by indwelling sin, assailed by Satan, and impeded by the world, every step in advance is
only secured by a battle fought, and a victory achieved. It is also a holy life: springing from the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, it must necessarily be so. All its actings are holy, all its breathings are holy, all its fruits
are holy, and without holiness no man has this life, or can be an in heritor of that life to come, of which this
is the seedling and the germ, the foretaste and the pledge. Need we add, that happiness, progression, and
deathlessness are equally its characteristics? Happiness is but a phantom and a name, where Christ
dwells not in the heart. Progression is but an advance towards eternal woe, where the love of God is not in
the soul. And death is an eternal, lingering despair, where the Spirit of life has not quickened the inner
man, creating all things new.

Christian reader, that was a blissful day that witnessed your resurrection from a grave of sin to walk in
newness of life! Happy hour when you left your soul's shroud in the tomb, exchanging it for the robe of a
glorious deathlessness--when your enmity was conquered, and you were led in willing and joyous
captivity, amid the triumphs of your Lord, to the altar where He bled--self-consecrated to His service! Ever
keep in mind your deep indebtedness to sovereign grace, your solemn obligation to Divine love, and the
touching motives that urge you to "walk worthy of the vocation with which you are called.” And welcome all
the dealings of God, whatever the character of those dealings may be, designed as they are but to
animate, to nourish, and to carry forward this precious life in your soul.
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