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Groundwork
by Miles J. Stanford

The sermon emphasizes the believer's identity in Christ and the transformative power of living in the freedom He

provides.

Scripture: Galatians 5:19

Topics: "Identity In Christ", "Victory Over Sin"

Description

Miles J. Stanford preaches about the believer's identity in Christ, emphasizing that through faith in Jesus,
we have died to sin and our life is now hidden with Christ in God. By abiding in the risen Lord Jesus, His
life is manifested in us through the fruit of the Spirit, contrasting with the works of the flesh. The believer's
complete identification with Jesus in His death and resurrection liberates them from the power of sin,
allowing them to stand fast in the liberty Christ has provided.

Transcript

"Ye have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God" (Colossians 3:3).

When we rely upon and cater to the old man, that ground produces "the works of the flesh" (Galatians
5:19-21). But as we abide in the risen Lord Jesus, that new ground of our position, His life will be
manifested in "the fruit of the Spirit" (Galatians 5:22,23).

"God's Word declares that we are 'dead indeed unto sin,' but nowhere does it say that we are dead in
ourselves. We shall look in vain within to find death there. We have died to sin; not in ourselves, but 'in
Christ,' and our death with Him is as sure as His death, and since we died with Him it is impossible for His
death to be certain and ours uncertain.

"We were crucified with Him because we were in Him (Galatians 2:20). We are raised in Him (Ephesians
2:6); we are complete in Him (Colossians 2:10); we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Him
(Ephesians 1:3); the entire work regarding us is not done in us but in the Lord Jesus-the Father has done
all in His Son. If you stand on the ground of what the Lord Jesus is (abide), you will find in your growth that
all that is true of Him is becoming true of you; but if you remain on the ground of what you are in yourself,
you will find that all that is true of the old man is true of you in life and walk."

"The purpose of Paul, in Romans Six, is to show how completely the believer is identified with the Lord
Jesus when 'He died unto sin.' To enter fully into the meaning of that death is to see that He has



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

emancipated us from any further dealings with our old master, sin. The believer is privileged thus to take
his position in the risen Lord Jesus, who is now 'alive unto God.' From that ground he is henceforth to
regard sin." -E.H.

"Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty with which Christ hath made us free" (Galatians 5:1).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/miles-j-stanford/groundwork/
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