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That He Might Deliver Us From This Present
Evil World.

by Martin Luther

Martin Luther emphasizes the need for Christ's deliverance from the present evil world, which is under the
control of the devil, and highlights God's mercy and love in sending His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Scripture: John 1:12, John 14:6, Galatians 1:4, Ephesians 2:8, 1 John 4:10
Topics: "Spiritual Warfare", "Gods Mercy"

Description

Martin Luther preaches about the evil nature of this present world, controlled by the devil, where
ignorance, contempt, hatred, and disobedience of God prevail. He emphasizes that without Christ, all
talents and virtues are futile and even hinder the acceptance of the Gospel. Luther stresses the need for
deliverance from the devil's kingdom, which can only be achieved through Christ, not by human efforts or
wisdom. He highlights the contrast between the devil's kingdom of iniquity and despair and Christ's
kingdom of grace, peace, and everlasting life, emphasizing that we are saved by God's mercy and love,
not by our own works or will.

Transcript

Paul calls this present world evil because everything in it is subject to the malice of the devil, who reigns
over the whole world as his domain and fills the air with ignorance, contempt, hatred, and disobedience of
God. In this devils's kingdom we live.

As long as a person is in the world he cannot by his own efforts rid himself of sin, because the world is
bent upon evil. The people of the world are the slaves of the devil. If we are not in the Kingdom of Christ, it
is certain we belong to the kingdom of Satan and we are pressed into his service with every talent we
possess.

Take the talents of wisdom and integrity. Without Christ, wisdom is double foolishness and integrity double
sin, because they not only fail to perceive the wisdom and righteousness of Christ, but hinder and
blaspheme the salvation of Christ. Paul justly calls it the evil or wicked world, for when the world is at its
best the world is at its worst. The grossest vices are small faults in comparison with the wisdom and
righteousness of the world. These prevent men from accepting the Gospel of the righteousness of Christ.
The white devil of spiritual sin is far more dangerous than the black devil of carnal sin because the
21wiser, the better men are without Christ, the more they are likely to ignore and oppose the Gospel.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



With the words, "that he might deliver us," Paul argues that we stand in need of Christ. No other being can
possibly deliver us from this present evil world. Do not let the fact disturb you that a great many people
enjoy excellent reputations without Christ. Remember what Paul says, that the world with all its wisdom,
might, and righteousness is the devil's own. God alone is able to deliver us from the world.

Let us praise and thank God for His mercy in delivering us from the captivity of Satan, when we were
unable to do so by our own strength. Let us confess with Paul that all our work-righteousness is loss and
dung. Let us condemn as filthy rags all talk about free will, all religious orders, masses, ceremonies, VOws,
fastings, and the like.

In branding the world the devil's kingdom of iniquity, ignorance, error, sin, death, and everlasting despair,
Paul at the same time declares the Kingdom of Christ to be a kingdom of equity, light, grace, remission of
sin, peace, saving health, and everlasting life into which we are translated by our Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever.

In this passage Paul contends against the false apostles for the article of Justification. Christ, says Paul,
has delivered us from this wicked kingdom of the devil and the world according to the good will, the
pleasure and commandment of the Father. Hence we are not delivered by our own will, or shrewdness, or
wisdom, but by the mercy and love of God, as it is written, | John 4:10, "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins."

Another reason why Paul, like John, emphasizes the Father's will is Christ's habit of directing attention to
the Father. For Christ came into the world to reconcile God with us and to draw us to the Father.

Not by curious inquiries into the nature of God shall we know God and His purpose for our salvation, but
by taking hold of Christ, who according to the will of the 22Father has given Himself into death for our sins.
When we understand this to be the will of the Father in Christ, then shall we know God to be merciful, and
not angry. We shall realize that He loved us wretched sinners so much indeed that He gave us His
only-begotten Son into death for us.

The pronoun "our" refers to both God and Father. He is our God and our Father. Christ's Father and our
Father are one and the same. Hence Christ said to Mary Magdalene: "Go to my brethren, and say unto
them, | ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God." God is our Father and
our God, but only in Christ Jesus.
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