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Encouraged by Jesus (P1)
by K.P. Yohannan

K.P. Yohannan encourages believers to find strength and compassion through Jesus while emphasizing the

importance of preparation and reliance on God in life's challenges.

Duration: 24:03

Scripture: Psalm 46:10, Ezekiel 44:15, Matthew 4:4, Matthew 6:33, Mark 6:31, Luke 10:38-42, John 9:4

Topics: "Jesus"

Description

In this sermon, K.P. Hannan discusses the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 and highlights the principles
that can help us serve God. He emphasizes the importance of being active and diligent in our work, just as
Jesus was. Hannan also points out that God is concerned about our earthly needs and cares for us
deeply. He encourages listeners to have a heart of compassion and to care for others, just as Jesus did.

Transcript

Be Encouraged by Jesus Today on The Road to Reality Gospel for Asia now presents The Road to
Reality with K.P. Johannan. I'm your host Richard Bews. Thanks for tuning our way.

Many people shy away from crowds, but Jesus saw them through loving eyes and was quick to show his
disciples how to be compassionate and caring. We'll be looking at a familiar story today, where we see the
heart of God and some valuable principles that can help us as we set out to serve God. When we realize
that we are nothing and have nothing, that's the point where the Lord can use us.

God can make something out of nothing, and we see that brilliantly through the feeding of the 5,000.
Here's K.P. Obviously, this is the famous story of Jesus feeding the 5,000. One thing we must not forget,
any part of the scripture, the Lord gave this to us that we may live by it.

Man shall not live by bread alone, but every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. Intellectually, you
may be able to hear and process and comprehend what the Bible says, unless you receive it on your heart
and then process it for the sake of obedience, we will not experience the life of God and the blessings that
he wants to give us. Blessings not in terms of material things or promotion, rather understanding the ways
of God.

And that's the reason we should not go to the scripture for the sake of just understanding the background,
history and Greek and philosophy and all this stuff, but rather, Lord, speak to me and I will follow you. And
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this is what our attitude should be. There are several observations that I like to look at in this particular
passage.

The first thing is, in the very beginning of the chapter, after this, after these things, obviously, if we go to
the Gospel of Mark or Matthew and Luke, you will find the chronological order of things. So many miracles
has taken place. The man who was laying sick for 38 years now gets up and walk and the demon
possessed man get healed and so many miracles transpires and the disciples are witnessing all these
things.

They see the work of God. They see and understand what God is doing. As a matter of fact, believe it or
not, did they understand it? I do not know.

The Almighty in flesh, God in flesh, walking with them, talking to them, asking them questions. They're
watching him. Amazing, amazing privilege.

But here, the first thing we should notice, Jesus just walks up and just sits down with his disciples. The
Lord going away to the mountainside to a lonely place somewhere, that is not an exception. When the
writer of John's Gospel says, I mean, if I were to write down everything Jesus did, it will take so many
books and parchment, the world cannot contain it.

If that be the case, selectively to point out a few things like this, magnifies the importance of what he's
saying, the writers of the Gospels. Regards to Christ's life, 28 times it's mentioned in the Gospels, prayer.
Think about God praying, to whom? He lived on earth as a perfect man.

We worship the Lord Jesus Christ as God, but we follow him as a man, demonstrating for us the kind of
life God intended man to live here on earth. Once again, we see before a major miracle must transpire,
he's walking away, just sitting and thinking, praying. So this tells me waiting before the father, spending
time with God for inner life preparation and being strengthened is important.

And if we must experience God's hand in our life and through our life. Jesus in Matthew's Gospel, chapter
seven, talks about these two people building their houses. One built his house on sand, right? Remember
that? And one built his house on the rock.

Then what happens? Rain comes down and there's a flood, there's a storm. Reminds me of my childhood.
Now, now hardly we have any major flood in this community, but when I was growing up, that's all we had.

The rivers overflows and the little canoes and the excitement was wonderful. And many little houses get
washed away every year during that season of flood. The man who built his house on the sand and the
one who built his house on the rock, they both faced the same crisis, the same storm, the same problem.

Jesus didn't say, you know what, there's a little possibility you will have a storm coming toward you or
some opposition. No, the storm will come. The flood will be there.

The onslaught will be there. The counterattack will come. Every one of us, you must know this sometime,
somewhere before you know it.

Those deep, dark days when you do not know what to do and you cry out sometime all alone, I didn't know
this going to happen. You never expected that car wreck. You never dreamed the doctor will say, I'm very
sorry to tell you this x-ray is not telling very good news.
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The blood test, I didn't think this would be so, but it's too late. You have cancer, stage two. You never
dreamed your child would grow up and become a delinquent and on drugs.

You never dreamed about it. Life for the best on earth, the Bible says is full of sorrows and troubles and
anguish. Of course, for young people, you know, you are fairly healthy and no major problems.

People think, you know, you are invincible. No problem. I can handle it.

But please believe me, that is not the way it is. Sometimes the worst suffering you want to face, it is not
physical. It is a lack of resources or money or buildings or stuff like it is internal.

It says in Peter, Jesus suffered for us leaving this example that we may follow in his footsteps. It is not
talking about the cross and the blood and the nail. No, it is talking about a lifelong anguish on the inside.

He faced the misunderstanding, the rejection, the loneliness. People calling him, you are demon
possessed. God in flesh suffered every day of his life.

And those of us that follow him sometime are brothers and sisters. It is not the beating, the abuse. No, it is
more painful and more serious.

You only know that. But how do you face these times? We need the intervention of God in times like this.
We need God to step in and change the circumstances.

You do not want to build the foundation when the storm hits. It must be done before. Obviously, the man
who built his house on the sand, I mean, he was able to spend much of his money for the exterior, the
superstructure, the visible part.

People said, wow, look at this guy. He got the best mansion in the whole world. But look at this other little
guy.

You know, don't look so fancy. But time proved who did the right thing. Jesus went about doing good,
doing the father's will, healing the sick, casting out demons, giving hope, not in his strength, but in the
strength of his father as he waited before him and was empowered by the father.

Therefore, in the Gospel of John, a dozen times Jesus says, I do nothing of my own. The words I speak is
it's not mine. It's his.

I do nothing for myself. I only do what my father asked me to do. Moses was called out.

What a tragedy. People living in slavery in Egypt. And God now says, I have seen the affliction of my
people.

I heard their cry and I know their sorrows. Moses, come, I will send you. You are the one to rescue my
people.

But 40 years more, they must suffer. 40 more years simply because Moses must be made ready alone in
private so that his inside is changed for God to do the impossible. One man to stand up against the mighty
nation of Egypt and Pharaoh and defeat the Pharaoh and the nation and set the people free.

We are living in a time we are impatient, are we not? Waiting, seeking God's face, praying for an hour or
two, fasting for one or two or three or 10 or 20 days. We can't even imagine. We know the answers.
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We understand theology and we think that's enough. We can go and do it. And we do it in our strength and
we fail miserably.

Yeah, exactly. Apart from Christ, we can do nothing. But we can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us.

We'll have more encouragement along those lines in just a minute as the road to reality with K.P.
Yohannan continues. It's not all that often that Brother K.P. gets to the UK. However, he will be in Northern
Ireland at the end of this month.

We'd love you to join Gospel for Asia for a day with Brother K.P. on the 22nd of August. He's a wonderful
man to be with. He'll be sharing from his heart both words of encouragement for us and for our walk with
the Lord and reports from the mission field.

Surely that's going to prove very encouraging and challenging for all of us. Don't miss it, will you? To find
out more, go to our website gfauk.org or if you're in Northern Ireland, stop by our nearest faith mission
bookshop. Again, just stop by gfauk.org for that and so much more.

Shall we get back to K.P. now? Listen to this quotation from A.W. Chaucer. In one of his books, he writes,
I quote, There are certain things that you will never learn when others are with you. There is no question,
but that part of our failure today is religious activity that is not preceded by an aloneness and inactivity.

I mean, the art of getting alone with God and waiting in silence and in quietness until we are changed and
charged and then when we act, our activity really amounts to something because we have been prepared
for it. We can go to God with an activity that is inactive. Let me repeat the statement.

We can go to God with an activity that is inactive. We go to God with a heart that isn't acting in the flesh or
in the natural, trying to do something, but going to God and waiting. It just means that within our inner spirit
is seeing and hearing and mounting up on wings while the outer physical person is inactive and even the
mind is to some degree suspended.

There is an inactivity which paradoxically is the highest possible activity. There can be a suspension of the
activity of the body as when our Lord told his disciples to tidy until they were filled with the Holy Ghost and
they did, they waited on God. My brothers and sisters, when there is frustration, frustration,
discouragement, complaining and murmuring, deep disappointment, restlessness, no matter where you
are, what you're doing, if that is your lifestyle, I can assure you, you have not understood the ways of God.

Please think about it. 4,000 years the Son of God, the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the
world, some 4,000 years he must wait in heaven while the world lies in abject poverty and horrendous sin
and disaster and he waited until the Father says, Son, this is time, you must go. And then he comes to
earth, now he must wait for 30 years working as a carpenter and the Father says, now it is time.

Waiting for God's time to be prepared was the activity of the Son of God. But for us, we see the glamour,
the glory, the light, the clapping of hands and the thunder and the attention and all the stuff we can do so
visible, we can't wait, we have to be active to do things, but God waits and says, come and listen to me.
Just one activity with God in it amounts more for eternity than a million things we can do in our flesh, in our
strength.
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Why the Son of God must take time apart to be alone? Well, this is not just a New Testament principle. If
you look in the Old Testament, book of Ezekiel, chapter 44, verse 15, we read there God says to the Son
of Sadduk, he says, they shall come before me and stand before me and minister unto me. You read and
study that passage.

It's amazing. God's invitation to meet the need of the world out there, first of all, is to come and get to know
the Lord. I need to get through this whole passage, therefore I will move on.

In the book of Philippians, chapter 3, Paul, a man who had everything going for him, said, I made a choice
to walk away from the riches, the fame, the glory, and all the stuff that I thought was so important. I walked
away from all that I may know him, that I may know him. No wonder why he was such a hard-working man
with tremendous amount of zeal and commitment.

He was not lazy. Please understand me, there is no place for laziness and half-heartedness in the Bible.
Jesus himself said, I must work the work of him who sent me while it is day, night is coming, no man can
work, John 9, 4. So I am not promoting just being passive and go and sit somewhere and meditate and
close your eyes to the suffering and reality of the society, no.

But I'm telling you, if you and I want to be effective and see God intervene in our private life and through
us, we better follow in the footsteps of the Son of God. The second thing I want us to notice in this
passage, God is concerned about our earthly life, things like food and drink. Think about it, Jesus, God
now come into this earth to die for the sinners, to give them forgiveness, give them redemption.

And I mean, he was preaching the message of the kingdom, we know that. But here he sees these
thousands of people, reminds me of some of the radio rallies I go to. Amazing, just to watch the crowd.

The disciples see this and they are not terribly concerned about it and they didn't ask the question. Seeing
these people, they're tired, they're weary, Jesus asked this question to Philip, how on earth are we going
to feed these people? They are hungry. Well, you know, I get encouragement from this.

That is, the Lord I serve, he cares about me. Every hair on your head is numbered. Some of you girls
wonder how on earth God can do that.

You got a lot of hair. Some of our older senior citizens don't have a whole lot. But every hair on your head
is numbered and is noted.

When you comb your hair in the morning and one falls out, a report is made. Father, one fell away. About
some of you, the angel says, what can I do, Father? About 100,000 fell away.

He's so intimately concerned about, can you believe that? You know, it struck me so deep, long ago, many
years ago, when I was reading that verse in the book of Psalms, and the Lord is thinking about me,
present continuous tense, present tense. That's a text there. And I thought about this whole world.

I mean, I thought about the universe, the galaxies. Can you imagine billions of light years away? There are
galaxies. It will be maybe another 10 billion light years before the star's light will ever hit us.

Vastness of the creation and God who created the whole thing. Then the earth, this planet, I mean, billions
of people. And then take India, the second largest nation in the world.
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And take Kerala, where I was born, the tiniest little place. Then you travel 14 kilometers west, you'll find
the tiny little village. And there by the riverside, there I was born in this home with six other brothers.

I'm the youngest in my family. And the Lord is thinking about me all the time. Amazing.

Ah, it really is amazing. The Lord cares for us and loves us beyond measure. And isn't that encouraging?
Now he calls us to care for others.

You're listening to The Road to Reality. And as we've been encouraged by Jesus today, maybe you'd like
some deeper encouragement. Well, Brother KP has written a booklet by the title of Be Encouraged that we
would love to send you.

The suggested donation for the book is £1.50 plus post and packing. You can order it from our website or
call us. And if you are really in need of encouragement, but don't even have the £1.50, please call us at
0800 032 8717.

And we'd love to send you one free of charge. Don't forget to join GFA on 22nd of August for Renewing
Your Passion over there in Belfast. You can find out about that at gfauk.org. Again, gfauk.org. Our free
phone number is 0800 032 8717.

The Road to Reality is brought to you by Gospel for Asia, where our aim is to share the good news with
those who have never heard it before.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/23/SID23150.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/kp-yohannan/encouraged-by-jesus-p1/
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