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Both Sides of the Coin
by K.P. Yohannan

To live a life that is radical for Christ, we must strive for balance and avoid extremism, considering both sides of

the story and seeking to live lives of continual commitment and abandonment.

Scripture: Matthew 6:3

Topics: "Balance in Faith", "Extremism in Religion"

Description

K.P. Yohannan emphasizes the necessity of balance in our lives, likening it to a tightrope walk where one
must maintain equilibrium to avoid falling. He explains that both Christians and non-Christians need to
cultivate balance in their thoughts and actions, which can be found in the Word of God. Yohannan warns
against the dangers of extremism in faith, illustrating how movements can lose their passion and purpose
when they stray from balance. He uses biblical examples to show that truth often has two sides, and that
understanding both is crucial for a healthy spiritual life. Ultimately, he calls for a continual commitment to
living a balanced life that honors God without falling into extremes.

Transcript

Have you ever seen those people in the circus--the tightrope walkers on the high wire? It's all balance.
They must study and learn the proper way to carry themselves as they walk that wire, otherwise they will
fall. Balance is crucial in every aspect of our lives, whatever it may be. In God's plan and creation, things
are made to balance out. When we look at life, whether we are Christians or non-Christians, in ministry or
otherwise, we need to have balance as our anchor, cultivating it daily into our thoughts and actions.

Where do we find such a balance? We find it in the Word of God. The Bible presents us with that proper,
whole and complete understanding--a stable approach of thought and action. All truth has two sides, just
as a bird flies with two wings. Have you ever seen a bird with one wing fly? If you have ever seen one, I
guarantee you it did not fly for long. The bird has been given two wings so that it can soar away from the
earth and experience the awesomeness of God's creation and majesty, appreciating the vastness of
God's handiwork.

We also are meant to soar in this life. But like the bird, we cannot fly with just one wing, no matter how
strong and healthy that one wing may be. With only one wing, we are unable to stay aflight due to
unbalanced thinking, behaviors and decisions. If we focus only on one side of the coin, we do not have the
whole picture and are therefore incomplete. We must be especially careful of this imbalance when it
comes to living a life that is radical for Christ. Many times people are drawn to certain movements or
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ministries because they operate on the radical edge--that craziness and foolishness for Christ's sake.

This type of commitment often brings a breath of fresh air in a place where ministries become dull after
time. That edge is good, yet we should keep that edge without becoming too extreme. Maintaining a
balance is critical to the health of any individual or organization. If you look at many movements, you will
find that radical edge--in the early days, that is. Unfortunately, many become watered-down over time.
Thinking they have been too radical, full of zeal, working day and night, many feel the need to become
"normal."

And normal often means lukewarm, becoming like everybody else, operating according to the standards of
the world. This results in the loss of passion and purpose. Now all that remains is a structure and
shadow--an organizational framework. We should personally seek to live lives of continual commitment
and abandonment--forsaking all and following the Lord. We must continually endeavor to keep that vision
alive. We do not want to become lukewarm. However, unless we are careful, our desire to be alive and
impassioned can produce an unbalanced extreme.

We are living in a day when extremism is clearly evident, especially when it comes to religious matters.
Many cults started with Bible studies and good intentions. They did not begin as cults, but became one as
they fell out of balance. When I first visited the United States, I read a shocking article in a newspaper
about a group of people in Louisiana. The members of this group were picking up venomous snakes and
drinking the poison, declaring that God would keep them safe from the harmful affects.

Many of these people died while proving their "faith." Then there is the story about parents in certain
churches letting their children die from diseases, keeping them from medical treatment and claiming
"faith." One family, after praying for their diabetic son, threw away his insulin. The poor child died. It was all
in the name of "faith"--an extreme and unbalanced faith. Please let us beware. Satan is the master
deceiver. He masquerades as an angel of light. He will seek to sidetrack us with religious thinking that is
unbalanced.

The more intense and radical our lives are in following the Lord, the more authentic and holy we want to
be in our pursuit of God, then the more we are in danger of getting out of balance and going to extremes.
One reason why there has been so much division, disunity and fighting in the Body of Christ throughout
history is because an individual or group took a truth, stretched it to an extreme and left out the other side
of the story. They forgot that the coin always has two sides and that the bird flies with two wings.

For example, take the Calvinistic and the Armenian points of view. The Calvinists believe in
predestination, the election of the saints. Man has nothing to do with it; God has already chosen those
who will go to heaven. The Armenians believe in the free will of man to choose. So it is up to man to
decide if he is going to heaven or hell by his own choice to receive or reject Christ. These two groups
never seem to come to terms. Yet both positions are taught in Scripture. It is like two sides of the same
coin.

I've had my own personal experience with this. At one time, somebody heard a few of my talks that I gave
for the staff and some of the teaching that I did for the Seminary in India. Afterwards this person came to
me and said, "I am so confused about your teaching. I heard several of your messages. They all contradict
each other. One message is totally one way on a subject and the next time it's the opposite way on the
same subject. There doesn't seem to be any cohesion." Gently I tried to explain to this person, "It's alright.
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Please understand that when I speak in a meeting there is time for only part of the story. Even after two or
three times of speaking, there still may not be enough time to bring the full balance to a particular subject."
I feel badly many times because people often do not realize there is always the other side of the story in
the messages I speak. If I have five or six opportunities to speak on a certain issue, then I can bring
balance. Unfortunately, someone who reads only one book I have written or hears me speak just one time
might think that I am completely one-sided.

But then they hear me in some other situation and realize my position is not at all what they thought it to
be at first. Sometimes the Bible appears to contradict itself, but actually through these types of Scriptures
we find the balance God desires. For example, Jesus said, "But when you do a charitable deed, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly" (Matthew 6:3-4).

But, on the other hand, He said, "Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us" (1 Peter 2:12, NIV).
There is both the life beneath the soil and the life above the soil. There is that balance. Proverbs 30:8-9
says, "Give me neither poverty nor riches--feed me with the food allotted to me; lest I be full and deny You,
and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or lest I be poor and steal, and profane the name of my God."

It is not being rich or being poor that is important. What is important is honoring God. James talks about
rich people--the millionaires of today--coming to church wearing gold rings and fine clothes. But the point
James is trying to get across has nothing to do with rich people selling all their gold and expensive things.
Instead, he says not to give more honor to the rich people than to the poor people who come (see James
2:3-4). You see, in the church you have both groups--rich and poor.

The balance is kept with love, not with external agendas. Another example of how things can get out of
balance can be seen in the life of Martin Luther. The Reformation started based on the teaching of
faith--that our salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, not by works. "The righteous will live by faith" (Romans
1:17, NIV). "Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Hebrews 11:6, NIV). This was a great revelation
to Luther because his church at that time was preaching a salvation based on works and good deeds.

But when Martin Luther read James, he saw that it talked also about works. "What use is it, my brethren, if
someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? . . . Even so faith, if it has no
works, is dead, being by itself" (James 2:14, 17, NASB). Luther could not grasp this. He grappled with the
message of the book of James to such a degree that he didn't think it should be part of the Bible. He had
come out of the works position into the faith position, and he could not see the whole picture.

In reality, there is a beautiful balance between faith and works. We can see a picture of it in the life of
Abraham. Around the age of 75, Abraham was promised a son. Twenty-five years later at the age of 100,
his body was "as good as dead," and his wife's was also (see Romans 4). Physically, they were too old to
have children. So how did Abraham and Sarah get their son? It was not a virgin birth. Abraham had a part
to play. God used his body, his energy, and his blood to bring forth a son.

Abraham could have said, "God promised, so He'll do it," and just sat there. But he didn't do that. That's
what it means when it says faith without works is dead. When Abraham offered his son Isaac, it was a real
offering up--a work. He took Isaac in his own hands, laid him on the altar and raised the knife. Real faith
has action; it is visible; it is a faith with works. Over and over again we see this balance in the Scriptures.
God's throne is built on the foundation of mercy and justice.
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It is not built on mercy alone or justice alone. There is balance. He is the God of Jacob, who was a crook,
a deceiver and a liar. Yet He is also the God of Israel, which means "prince of God." There is both work
and rest. The two are not incompatible. In fact, Jesus speaks of the two existing simultaneously. "Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light" (Matthew 11:29-30).

In all of our maturing and growing in understanding and living as the Body of Christ, we need to be
continually called back to balanced thinking. And that proper balance is given to us through the Word of
God.
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