
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

I Will Build My Church
by Keith Malcomson

This sermon emphasizes the importance of being built on the foundation of a divine revelation of Christ, where

individuals and the church are called out of sin and darkness. It highlights the power of this foundation in

overcoming the stratagems and attacks of the enemy, ensuring that all hell cannot prevail against those who are

firmly rooted in this revelation.

Scripture: Matthew 16:18, Isaiah 54:17, 1 John 4:4

Topics: "Divine Revelation", "Overcoming Darkness"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of being built on the foundation of a divine revelation of Christ,
where individuals and the church are called out of sin and darkness. It highlights the power of this
foundation in overcoming the stratagems and attacks of the enemy, ensuring that all hell cannot prevail
against those who are firmly rooted in this revelation.

Transcript

I want you to turn to Matthew chapter 16 as we go to the Word of God in this series, Christ the Only
Foundation, part 10. We've been dealing with Christ as the only foundation and the importance of
foundations. Bad foundations mean you're in trouble.

Good foundations means it doesn't matter what gets thrown at you, you are going to stand, you are going
to come through no matter what, and it's the same as a church. But here this morning from Matthew
chapter 16, I want to read from verse 13, and this is my message. It's simply a scriptural statement that I
want to take from my message.

I will build my church. That's my title. Reading from verse 13, when Jesus came into the coast of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples saying, whom do men say that I the son of man am? And they said, some
say thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, and others Jeremias are one of the prophets.

He saith unto them, but whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, thou art the Christ,
the son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, blessed art thou Simon Berjuna, for
flesh and blood has not revealed it unto thee, but my father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.
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And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged
he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples how that he must go unto Jerusalem and
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third
day. Then Peter took him and began to rebuke him saying, be it far from thee. Lord, this shall not be unto
thee.

But he, that is Jesus, turned and said unto Peter, get thee behind me, Satan. Thou art an offense unto me,
for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those things that be of men. Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For
what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul? And what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then
he shall reward every man according to his works. Let's pray together.

Father, we thank you for the word of God this morning. Father, again for this solid foundation. Lord God, I
pray that our heavenly Father, that you that sent your beloved Son, Lord God, that you'd be merciful to
every single soul in this meeting that would watch us online later.

Oh God, that you'd open up the minds, the understanding, the hearts, that you'd bring a divine revelation
concerning Christ as this foundation. My God, there's many things we can afford to fail at, but oh God, we
cannot afford to fail concerning this foundation that's going to carry us out of time into eternity. Lord God,
that's going to lift us out of the judgment and the wrath of God.

Lord God, from the punishment to come, and Lord God, it's going to set us in paradise for an eternity. Lord
God, I ask of you, stir up the hearts, awaken us again, revive us, oh God, make us a burning fire in this
new year 24. My God, make us to shine as bright lights.

Oh God, make us to be, nor God, zealous, oh God, in building upon a solid foundation. Oh God, with our
eyes on eternity, nor God, with eternity in our hearts, nor God, I pray, rid us of all lethargy and laziness, oh
God. Lord God, all apathy and compromise.

Lord God, all casualness, oh God. Father, we ask of you, oh God, open our eyes, lest we be deceived.
Nor God, don't let us be deceived, being hearers of the word and not doers of the word.

But oh God, we ask of you for your power. Thank you, oh God, that we're on a solid foundation. And we
pray for a divine revelation of Christ, of his cross concerning the conflict.

And Lord God, your will and desire for us in this last will and generation. In Jesus' mighty name, amen.
Bless your word to our hearts this morning.

Thank you, Lord Jesus. Thank you, our God. My message, Christ's words.

There's nothing more powerful than a statement from Christ. I will build my church. What's Jesus saying in
verse 18? Upon this rock, I will build my church.
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Upon this rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I want to know that rock that hell will not
prevail against whatever is built on it. I want to know that rock.

I want to know that church. I want to know what this victory is. As you come to Matthew chapter 16, and
we're told here that Jesus, in verse 13, that Jesus came into the coast of Caesarea Philippi.

There's four words I want you to note, four C's. It'll help you understand what is happening here in this
chapter. Four very important things that appear for the first time in a dynamic way, in an unusual way here
in this chapter.

Do you know what the four are? Christ, the cross, the conflict, and the church. This is the first time the
word church is ever used in the New Testament. The first time Christ ever, ever mentions the word church.

The first time. It's also the first mention or the beginning of Christ revealing about His death, that He's
going to die and rise again. It's the first time, not the last time.

There's several times He explicitly says, I'm going to die. But there's the first where He reveals it to His
disciples. Before this, it's been the preaching of repentance, the kingdom of God.

There's been miracles. There's been healings. There's been vast crowds.

But now He's dealing with His death the first time. We also see here concerning the conflict, the conflict. In
these few verses, you have a wonderful revelation of Christ, a dynamic one.

We're going to look at this. You've got a glorious vision of a victorious church. You also have a terrible
conflict with Satan.

Last of all, a divine challenge to take up your cross and to follow Jesus Christ. We're going to look at this
this because I believe in a few short verses, you've got something dynamic. And it's all in around this
foundation.

You're going to understand the dynamic work that is happening around this foundation. This is the rock.
This is Christ.

This is the foundation of all foundations. Don't you realize that Christ is the originator of all foundations?
You know something I noticed just briefly this week? It just hit me. We're told in Job that we're at the
foundation of the world when God laid the foundations of the earth.

Do you know the sons of God, the angels were there? What were they doing? They were singing. Then
this week as I read Ezra and it says about them laying the foundation, guess what they're doing? They are
singing. They're worshiping.

They're weeping as they see the foundation laid. I don't think that's an accident. And then I started to think
about what it says about one sinner that repents, in other words gets converted, gets saved, that repents,
turns from their sin.

Remember what it says? The angels rejoice over one sinner. Do you think it's an accident that all these
foundations, there is great joy in heaven. There's joy in the house of God.
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There's something about seeing a foundation go down. Whether it's a sinner repentant, you know what?
The angels in heaven are rejoicing. A sinner.

Do you know one sinner? I don't care who they are, how insignificant, how bad their sin has been. The
angels actually rejoice. The angels are looking in.

You may think nobody notices your conversion. I want to tell you, angels are rejoicing. Angels are taking
note of that.

Can you imagine the joy in heaven over one soul that turns to Jesus Christ? Have we lost the joy and the
thrill of this? The angels haven't, God hasn't. Remember what Christ said? Good shepherd will lead ninety
and nine. They're safe, they're secure, they're fine, they're on their way to heaven.

I'm going to go looking for one lost sheep. It's a remarkable thing what we have here concerning
foundations. Let me give you five things here concerning these few verses where we have read
concerning Christ saying, I will build my church.

I want to know about this church that hell can prevail against. I want to know about this church where
Christ says, there, right there, I'm going to build my church. Nowhere else.

Only one place will he build the church. Only on one foundation can hell not prevail against the church.
You better understand what we're saying.

It's so simple. It's elementary. It is basic.

But this is one of the most powerful things you can imagine. I will build my church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. They cannot prevail.

They will not prevail. It's impossible. Christ cannot lie.

My first point here, a divine revelation of Christ. Look with me at verse 15 here. It says, he saith unto him.

It's Jesus speaking to the disciples. He saith unto them, but whom say ye that I am? He'd already asked
them, who do men say I am? You know who they thought he was like? Elias or Jeremiah or one of the
prophets. If you want to know Christ preaching style, oh, I think he was meek and mild.

I think he was very tender. I think he was very calm, very unemotional. Do you really? You know, when
that generation came and heard Christ preach and they're asked, who do you think this Christ is? We think
he's one of the Old Testament prophets.

We think he's a Jeremiah. We think he's like John the Baptist. You know what? They chose the fieriest,
most fervent, burning, most direct, dynamic preachers of all the generations.

He's like a prophet, an Old Testament prophet. That's what Christ is like. Who do you say he is? I think
he's Jeremiah.

Jeremiah's dead. Oh, I think he's come alive again. I think it's Elias.

Remember the prophecy about Elias coming before the day of the Lord? I think he's Elias, Elijah. I think
he's that Old Testament prophet that went in a chariot up to heaven. This is when they stood and heard
him preach.
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This is Elijah coming in. The man who went away in a fiery chariot. He is now standing preaching.

Don't tell me he was casual or cold or indifferent. You're talking about Christ preaching the word of God.
This is the opinion of that generation.

But you know what? That isn't sufficient. Christ asked him, who do men say that I am? Then he turns and
says, who do you say that I am? Do you think I'm only a preacher, a prophet, a good man, a healer? Who
do you say I am? Oh, that's wondrous. But if that's all you know about this Christ, you're on your way to
hell.

You're in serious trouble. And so he says, whom do you say that I am? And Simon Peter answered and
said, thou art the Christ, the son of the living God. Look at this statement.

This was not head knowledge. This was not teaching. This was not scholarship.

This was not some profound thing. It was simple. It was basic.

It was elementary. And look how Jesus responds. And Jesus answered him and said, blessed art thou,
Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

This is my first point, a divine revelation of Christ. Here is a divine revelation. Peter actually says, I know
who you are.

You are the Messiah. The word for Christ there, it's the word anointed. It's the Old Testament statement
for the anointed one.

There are hundreds and hundreds of prophecies in the Old Testament about a coming Messiah from
Genesis all the way through to Malachi, many prophecies concerning one who had come to save his
people, one who would be given as a covenant, as a light to the Gentiles, one that would bear the sin of
many. There are hundreds of prophecies about this Messiah. He would come and open the blind eyes.

He would open the prison doors. He would set the captive free. He would heal the brokenhearted.

All of these hundreds of prophecies are about the Messiah contained within the written scripture. What
does Peter say? This rugged fisherman, this man with rough hands, this man that smells of fish, I
guarantee he still had the stain of fish upon him, hard to get rid of. This man said, thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

You know what Jesus says, this is an intellect. Man did not teach you this. This is a divine revelation of
Christ.

This isn't merely learning facts and details. Christ says you're blessed. This is the greatest blessing of all.

See, sitting here, if you know Christ, not intellectually, but your heart has been so changed that you see
who He is, the Son of God, the Creator, eternal life, a salvation, the only way to God the Father. When you
see it and you know it's God that has done this, you're very blessed. He goes on to say, flesh and blood
has not revealed this.

The word revealed means to take the cover off or to open everything up so you can see it or to remove
everything out of the way. That's a revealing. This is a divine revelation that comes from God.
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It's not a man. No man reveals the Son. No man comes to the Son.

No man gets born again merely by the activity of people around him. You know, from a young boy, do you
know what I've heard many through the years say? Usually they're so-called mature Christians, preachers
or active in evangelism. They say it's easy to get someone saved.

That's easy. The hard bits, the other stuff. I immediately knew, from a kid it used to horrify me when I
heard that.

It's easy to get them saved, to get someone saved. You know, immediately what I know, they don't know
what the new birth is. They don't know what salvation is.

You know what they mean? They mean they can convince someone. They can talk to you, get you to say
a sinner's prayer. The hard bit is to stop you sinning.

But we got you saved. We said a little prayer with you and said, there, now if you have any doubts, it's the
devil. Don't accept it.

But we've got a convert. We've had people in this city, 500 converts in the past several weeks. Wow, that's
amazing.

Why are they still out there drinking? Why didn't they turn up Sunday morning at your service? But they're
calling these converts. You know what? Those that say salvation is simple haven't got a clue what they're
talking about. It is a divine revelation from God the Father.

And that's what Christ is saying. As Peter stands there and the power of this and the reality, you, Jesus
standing here, you're not a preacher. You're not a prophet.

You are the promised one going all the way back to Genesis chapter 3, the seed of the woman that's
going to smite the head of the serpent. Can you imagine the revelation dawning, the one who you're
sleeping with, living with, walking with, traveling with? He is the fulfillment of every single prophecy of the
Old Testament. He is the promised one of every generation, the desire of every nation.

This is him that's going to be a light unto all the Gentiles, the seed that Abraham was going to have that
would bless every single family on the earth. Can you imagine the revelation of this? You know what? With
Peter, it was from the Father. He didn't work this out.

He didn't just study hard at this. But you know what? When a revelation comes from God the Father, it's
always a biblical revelation. It's what you can't see naturally.

You could learn this book intellectually. You could know it. You could remember it.

You could verbalize it, but you don't have a revelation from the Father. It could be mere dead knowledge.
Will you damage others? You don't even know how to minister.

There's no life in it. It doesn't set you free. It doesn't bring joy in your life, and it doesn't anyone else
around you.

It's mere deadness. You know what Paul writes? The letter of the law kills. It kills.
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But you know what? The spirit of life, it brings life. That is the difference. You better be sure you have a
divine revelation of Christ.

I've seen people join the church, and they get educated. They learn more. They hear sermons, but they're
dead.

They're absolutely dead. They're not living stones. They're dead stones because they've had no revelation
of who the Lord Jesus Christ is.

Christ says, upon this rock. What rock? We said before, Peter isn't the rock. Hope that's settled here this
morning.

Peter's not the rock. You don't want to build the church on Peter. This is a bad foundation.

What is the rock? It's a feminine term, so it can't be a man. It's talking about the revelation of Christ. What
is it that Christ said? Upon this rock, I will build my church.

It's the verse before he's explaining. What is the rock upon which he builds the church? What just
happened? It's the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. It's God the Father teaching you, opening your
eyes to who Jesus is, that you can say, He is the Son of God.

He is the Messiah. He is the fulfillment of all scripture. He is the lover of my soul.

He is my salvation. He is my Redeemer. He's my Savior.

He bare my sin. He took the wrath of God in my place. All of these things are dynamic things.

It says in Matthew 11, a bit earlier, verse 25. At that time, Jesus answered and said, I thank thee. He's
praying to the Father.

Oh, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent.
You've hid them. Intelligence doesn't make you understand this.

I'm not against intelligence. I quite like it, so keep it up. I'm for intelligence.

I'm for study. I'm for using your brain. Any church that says, leave your brain at the door is a dangerous
place to be.

You ought to activate your brain, but that doesn't save you. You can never learn how to be saved. What
Jesus say elsewhere, you do search the scriptures thinking that you find life in them, but there's no life for
you.

Isn't it amazing that something that is good can be terribly, terribly misused? Things that are good and
important in this church can actually be a curse onto you when mishandled. It's like a rifle can be used for
good or for terrible things. A car could be as well.

And so here's Christ praying to his heavenly Father saying, thank you. Can you imagine? Thank you that
you have hidden these things from the wise and prudent. That hiding is not natural.

Do you realize there's some people think by intellect, mental ability, much study, they can do this. No,
you're going to have to get on your face and break and repent and cry unto your heavenly Father and say,
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speak to me, change me, move on my heart. Oh God, have mercy on me.

You won't work this out intellectually. You know what God can do? God, the Father, Christ says it. Thank
you that you've hidden these things.

They can't even see it. They don't even understand that the great men of the earth don't understand what I
understand here this morning. You know, when this was revealed to me as a four and a half year old kid in
one moment of time, I was raised in a good Christian family.

And yet that night, for the first time I'd become conscious of my sin. For the first time become conscious, I
would die and go to hell that night if I died without Christ. That night I knew Jesus was the answer.

That night I cried out unto him, save me, come into my life, change me. And he answered my prayer. What
does Jesus say? Because thou has hid these things from the wise and prudent and has revealed them
unto babes.

Jesus is thanking the Father that these things are hidden from the wise, the prudent, the mature, and yet
he reveals them unto little children. He reveals who he is. Saints of God, this is more than intellectual
power.

This is a relationship. This is where Jesus is revealed by the Father. Only the Father can reveal him.

You can't even come to Jesus. You can't even see who he is. You can't even know him.

You can't even understand this unless God the Father reveals him unto you. You know, some people get
all confused. In this generation, in my lifetime, so they all go pro the Holy Spirit.

Heaven's the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit do this. Holy Spirit do that.

Where do you get that sort of prayer in the New Testament? Not once do you get a prayer to the Holy
Spirit in the New Testament, not once. We're told, pray to the Father through the Son. Oh, I talk to the
Son.

I love you, Jesus. I love you. But do you know what he said? Jesus said, don't you ask me for anything.

Ask the Father in my name because he'll delight them to answer that prayer. It really will. When you begin
to see this divine revelation, this is what you have here with Peter.

What is this divine revelation? Hear me, it's a foundation upon which he's going to build the entire church.
What is the revelation? I, God the Father, am revealing who the Son is. Remember what Jesus says, no
man can come unto me unless the Father draw him.

I'm not Narminianist, neither am I a Calvinist. What I want to tell you, I'm not Narminianist. You do not have
the free will and power to come.

People want to argue for free will or against free will. My Bible says no one can come unto Jesus and
believe on him and see who he is unless the Father draw him. That is scripture.

You don't have anything unless the Father opens it up. It's his desire that none perish, that all repent, that
all come to salvation. That's his desire.
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He takes no delight in the death of the wicked. But do you know what? It takes a divine revelation, not
learning something, not your little prayer, not attending church. It takes a dynamic hour where you have an
encounter and God the Father reveals who the Son is.

Have you had that encounter? Have you had that revelation that transforms your entire life? And Jesus
said, blessed are you, Simon Barjona. Because you know what? Man didn't reveal the Son to you. My
Father in heaven revealed it.

You've been taught by the Father in heaven. He says in John 6 45, it is written in the prophets, Christ
quoting the prophets, and they shall be taught of God. Every man therefore that has heard and has
learned of the Father cometh after me or cometh unto me.

Do you see what the teaching of the Holy Spirit is? Every real child of God is taught of God. Are you a
taught one? Unless you've been taught, you don't even know who Christ is. And yet in having a revelation,
it's always going to be biblical.

You have people who have revelations, it's not biblical. Then you have others who have understand of the
Bible, they have no revelation. It actually takes it that God the Father opens up and reveals who Christ is,
the biblical Christ in the light of God's word.

And that's why Jesus says here, all of them are taught of God. Every man therefore that has heard has
learned of the Father and cometh unto me. How do I know someone's taught of God? How do I know God
has taught you? Because you come.

Remember what Jesus says in John chapter 10, I am the good shepherd. My sheep hear my voice and
they follow me. They hear my voice, they're being taught.

They're following the message. They're listening my voice. Revelation is coming.

Are you taught by the Holy Spirit? Do you know what it is for the Father to teach you who the Son is?
Jesus again says in Matthew 18, 3, Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye be converted and become like
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of God. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Do you know the mark that Jesus talked about
is humility.

You can't be proud and like a child. You can't exalt yourself and be proud and say, I'm childlike. No, you're
not.

You're arrogant. You're proud. What Christ is talking here about that you must be converted and become
like little children if you're going to enter the kingdom of God.

Saints of God, when we're dealing with this foundation, you don't have a foundation. This is the
foundation. You're taught of God, a solid foundation.

Christ himself revealed what the foundation is. This is the only foundation. We know from Paul, Christ is
the foundation.

But what does that mean? It is a revelation that Father teaching you. Here is the Son. He died for you.
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This is the Son. And that revelation becomes the entire foundation, the only foundation, the one
foundation, which Jesus says, I will build my church, my church. Well, it's not man's church.

It's not a preacher's church. It's not a denominational church. There's only one church he built, and he'll
never build it anywhere else.

If you go to churches and denominations, and there's no revelation of Christ, no preaching of the
supernatural birth, of a divine encounter, of God the Father revealing the Son, of having a changed heart.
Oh, I grew up in this. I've always been a Christian.

Where'd you get that in the Bible? Where's the verse? Who taught you that? Because we're taught all are
born sinners, separated from God. None is righteous. None is good.

None seeketh after God. None. That's your natural state.

Oh, we can all come anytime. Who told you that? Do you know the Calvinist says, God only draws the
elect. But the Arminianist is just as bad.

Don't let them off the hook. They say anybody can come anytime they want. Can they? You have to
respond.

It takes a divine work of the Holy Spirit. Do you know when you put yourselves into camps like this, you
are going to make serious errors. Because either you'll reject all the Calvinism, and do you know what,
you'll reject Scripture as well.

Some things they got right. Or else you'll be on the Calvinistic side and say, those untaught Arminianists,
they don't know what we know. And they restrict the work of the cross.

They can't even with confidence that Jesus died for you or loves you. They can't say that. We need to
come back to this divine revelation.

What is the rock upon which Jesus is going to build is an entire worldwide church in every single
generation for 2,000 years upon this rock. Sorry, it's not more complicated than this. I can't tidy it up or
make it look spectacular.

A foundation. You don't paint foundations. You don't decorate foundations.

No one does that. You're not there going, now this has got to look beautiful. You're not even going to see
the foundation.

You know the foundation is to withhold the entire building. But that foundation has to be in place. If you
don't have this in place, your entire Christianity is going to be off course.

Absolutely off course. If it's not a divine revelation of the Son, the Father opened up and said, here's the
Son. I want to teach you who the Son is.

This is where Peter was. This is what happened to him. Do you realize this is Peter being brought under
the foundation to be built as a part of this vital building? It's not techniques of salvation.

It's not mechanical ways to get someone born again. It's not near evangelism going out there and saying, I
can convince people to believe in Christ. You can convince anyone of almost anything in this generation.
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And some of them will say your little prayer just to get rid of you. And they'll go on down the street laughing
at you. And you go, guess what? I got a convert.

No, you didn't. It was the big fish that got away because it won't be there Sunday morning. Someone said,
Malcolmson has seen one of your converts out there drinking.

I said, you're absolutely right. My convert. Because I tell you a real convert of Christ won't be out there.

There might be a convert of LCC that could be off taking their drugs. They're not convert of Christ. You
know, I can see the mark of a convert of Christ, a divine revelation.

I love this. You know, just sitting with Ina on Friday night, we're just talking. And I could almost laugh
because I know my scriptures.

I know my Bible. And I just listen to her talk. She's just talking out of her heart.

And I could laugh because she doesn't know all these things I know. But I tell you what she knows, the
master. There's a divine revelation.

That's what this is built on. And you know what's the amazing thing? When you have him, you've got it all.
She can talk away and I'm going scripture, scripture, scripture.

She doesn't know scripture or not as much as me just yet. See, this is the foundation. This is the rock.

Second of all, a glorious vision of a victorious church. This is the first mentioned by Christ of the church.
Here's the divine revelation coming of Peter.

Peter, you didn't learn this from any man. He grew up in synagogues. He grew up knowing the Bible.

He grew up hearing about God and believing in God. But he didn't have a revelation from the Father. His
eyes weren't open to see Christ in all of scripture.

But this second thing, a glorious vision of a victorious church. What did Christ say? Upon this rock, this
revelation. It's not Peter.

Remember what we said about it. Peter is the Greek word Petros. Peter, you're Petros.

You're a rock. You're a movable small stone in the hand. But this rock is a different Greek word.

It's Petra. It's an immovable mass of foundational rock that you build a house upon. That's two different
rocks.

Peter, see you. You're not this rock upon which I'll build my church. But upon this rock, the revelation of
who I am.

You being taught. Peter, you being taught by your heavenly Father. That's the revelation.

That's the foundation. Upon this rock, I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Christ's church that he builds, and notice it's his work.

I build the church. Upon this revelation, I then begin to build my church. I put a stone in.
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Peter, you're a stone in the wall. Do you know Peter later in his letters, he calls Christians, individual
believers, living stones being built into a spiritual house. Upon the rock.

That's what Peter writes about. Don't you think this revelation the day he had a revelation from the Father,
don't you think that so impacted him that years later he writes about it in his letter and he begins to explain
it. He begins to show you we're living stones being brought in.

There's another one. I look around this room. Another stone.

Another stone. Another stone. A divine revelation comes.

And then what does Christ do? Upon this rock, this revelation, I will build my church. Men don't do that.
We'll send you to rehab.

We'll take you through courses. We'll put you on a discipleship course. Christ says, I will build you upon
this revelation.

This is where I stand. When your eyes are open to who I am, you're set free. I can't even explain this.

Do you know what we've lost in the church is the awesomeness of the new birth. We don't even believe it's
supernatural anymore, but you've seen it in the past several weeks. When a man and woman gets born
again, their cocaine addiction from 10 years, it falls off.

It falls off. What is that? Man, I didn't even get to break all the curses or cast all the demons out or begin
ministering all their inner hurts from all the years, what their mommy did and their daddy did and their
grandfather and the Freemasons did. Slow down, guys.

I've got all this ministry to do. You look at all their textbook of this generation. Hold on.

We're not doing it the right way. You guys are suddenly supernaturally getting revelations of Christ and
your sin has fallen off and you're coming out from the world and you stop blaspheming. You leave your
drink and your drugs and your beds of sex.

You get out of bed to come to church on a Sunday morning. You throw your idols and your statues out.
Thank God I didn't have to do all that.

Can you imagine the pressure I've been on? This one, I've got to keep them safe and I've got to go looking
for them and I've got to prop this one up and I've got to keep him away from the bottle. I'd go crazy. That's
impossible.

That would be a shepherd with a short lifespan that's going to take a heart attack. Jesus says here in
verse 18, upon this rock, I will build my church. Look at this glorious church.

Imagine building a church out of new converts. Converts taught by the Father. Can you imagine that? Not
us trying to church growth to make the church grow.

We want numbers. There's a church in this city. I heard the pastor.

He said, our vision for this church in this city is to have the biggest church. I went, God help you. You're
going to have trouble.
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You want the biggest church. That's your vision. I want souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.

That's got to be the vision. I will build my church. Notice he calls it my church.

His church looks like something. He only builds his church in one place, one way, with one thing, a divine
revelation. God the Father reveals who he is.

That's building material. I find a new convert. I go, that's good building material.

Oh, I've come out of my satanism. The Holy Spirit. You know, Dan come in, one of the first times talking to
him.

I've heard all these people, thousands of them, sick to death. The Spirit told me, the Spirit told me, the
Spirit told me. I just blur out after the first two seconds.

I sit down with Dan. How did you get saved? This is what happened. The Spirit told me.

I'm listening carefully. I'm going, there's the real Holy Spirit. He's in the door new.

The Holy Spirit told me to burn all the books. The Christians are saying, you don't need to. The Holy
Spirit's saying, getting rid of all those drugs, anything like that.

The Christians are saying, you don't need to, et cetera, et cetera. The Holy Spirit's speaking to me. I'm
going, I think there's the real Holy Spirit.

There's a man being taught, dealt with by the Holy Spirit. That's good building material. Some of you don't
look like good building material, but you're good building material.

There's a revelation of Jesus Christ. And so Christ begins to build. This is the first ever mention of the
church.

I will build. It's a prophecy. It's a divine intention.

I will build my church on this rock, on this revelation. You know why? This revelation will carry you into
eternity. All hell will not conquer us.

When you get a church built on this foundation with a real God-taught, Father-taught revelation of the
individual rocks, all hell cannot prevail against it. That's what he says here. The gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.

What is the church? The word church used here is the Greek word ekklesia, ekklesia. The word ek means
origin or out of where you have come from or you've come out of somewhere. So what is the church? You
have come out of somewhere.

All of you in this room came out of somewhere. This is the church. This is a real church being built upon a
revelation of Christ.

I will build my church. What is the church? You've had an origin. Someone drink, atheism, evolution, all
manners of things.
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You had an origin, but you've come out of that. You don't have a church where people are still in those
things. You don't have a church.

Ek is the origin out of. Kaleo means a calling. You've been called out of.

It means to be called out, to assemble together with a group of like-minded people. That is the church. I
will build my church.

And you know what? They're being called out of their drugs, out of their sin, out of their depravity, out of
their powerlessness. You know, there was an hour, you had no power over sin. You had no power over
your addiction.

So what happened? Where did that power suddenly come from? Did you work hard? Did you have to go
through a course? Did you have to go on a 10-week retreat? Did we have to lock you away on some hilltop
away from any temptation? Do you know there's power in this? My grandfather was a heavy drinker. In the
whole countryside, he would drink any man under the table. He was renowned for it.

Fifty-five years old, he gets born again. He used to smoke that old pipe. He loved his pipe.

Smoked it from when he was young. He walked into a meeting to fight the preacher, angry that my mom
wouldn't buy him his Sunday newspaper anymore. He got so angry, he went to the meeting.

I tell you, some of you need to get someone angry. Get them in here. Maybe God would save them.

He went to that meeting so angry, sat in the back row, crossed his arms. The preacher had a southern
Irish accent from Waterford. He was preaching that night.

That made him more mad. And here he is. He's sitting there fuming, saying, one wrong word, one
misplaced word, and I'll wreck the place.

I'll punch the preacher. He was looking for an excuse. You know what happened? Sitting there under the
preaching, the preacher, Frank Bray from Waterford, told me this.

He said, as I preached, says, I preached on the man, Christ Jesus. And he says, as I looked down at your
granddad, he was sitting there, arms crossed, angry. And suddenly, his face changed.

His whole composure changed. You know what happened sitting there? He got born again, healed in his
body. He went home that night, got his old pipe out.

He didn't know any better. Got the pipe out, put the tobacco in there, smoke it. And he went, it's bad.

It's gone off. He tried the other batch. It was bad.

Sent my granny down to the shop Monday morning. Go get it back. It must have been the U-dip got in on it
and it's ruined all of the tobacco.

Get me some fresh stuff. Tried it again. Bad, bad.

I tell you, it was a revelation of Christ. No desire for drink. He says, I can't understand these Christians
tempted by drink.
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He said, I could sit in the middle of a pub, them all drinking. No temptation. Never touched another drop for
the next 20 years until he was with Jesus.

I'm talking about a church. There is a testimony here. You know, saints, I'm not worried about you.

If you've had a divine encounter with the Father, all we're dealing with now is sanctifications, issue of the
life. Oh, there's problems. There's failures along the way.

Struggles. But I want to tell you, there's a foundation that will hold fast. Temptation can come.

Failure can come. Storms can come. Confusion can come.

Deception can come. And when it's passed over, this church will still be on the foundation. What Jesus
say, this church built on this foundation, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

What are the gates? The gates were the cities of gates. Every city had its gates. At those gates, nothing
entered in, went out or happened without those gates being in control.

The term gates came to me more than a physical set of gates. It's where the elders gathered. The elders,
the leaders of that city sat at the gates.

They made decisions. They decided everything. They made plans.

They organized themselves. They made stratagems or strategies. They organized the city all from that
place.

They attacked the enemy from plans made at those gates. So when Jesus says the gates of hell shall not
prevail against the church, what is he saying? The word hell there is the word Hades, the place of death,
of torment, of punishment, of wicked. Do you know what the gates of hell are? Satan and the powers of
darkness planning, strategizing, organizing, forming fiery arrows to fire at you individually.

Do you realize not one assault in your life comes accidentally? We are told elsewhere in Paul's writings in
Ephesians and Corinthians not to be ignorant of Satan's devices, of his stratagems, of his plans, of his
attacks. Do you realize every arrow fired against you isn't a spontaneous attack? The devil doesn't operate
like that. The gates of hell are a heavenly widespread organ.

Think about every demon has been around 6,000 years. Lucifer has been around 6,000 years. Do you
realize the same devil? He dealt with Adam and Eve.

He approached Eve. Did God say? Did God say? You won't die. You can eat it.

You won't die. Your eyes are going to be open. You'll become like God.

You're missing out on so much. You don't know how much you're missing out on. I deny God's word.

He approached David. Number the people. That's not a good idea.

Number the people. See how many you've got. See how important you are.

See how big this has got. See what a big man you are. Okay.
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Oh dear. The devil provokes him and he brings God's judgment. Person after person after person after
person.

These are stratagems. These are fiery arrows. Commit it all three.

Thing after thing after thing. Don't you realize temptation is tailored to you? Do you realize there's certain
temptations I don't get? Some people say, oh you can commit any sin. You're vulnerable to anything.

Oh no. I'm telling you the devil will work you over. He knows where you're vulnerable, what thoughts you
listen to, where you're awake and believe me where you're awake could be where you're strongest
because you know your vulnerability.

Peter, I'll never deny you. I'll die for you. Watch out Peter.

When I'm awake, then I'm strong. When you think you're strong, you could be very vulnerable. See there's
the gates of hell, the stratagems, the plans.

Each one of you in this room, I am convinced there are strategies of the gates of hell, carefully,
intellectually, wisely or cunningly I should say, created against your life. Oh drink's not a temptation to me.
Fine.

We'll just pull out another arrow. I've got this one specifically for you. I have used it against you before.

Very effective. And this one and this one and this one. Remember Saul fell on the battlefield an archer at a
distance.

Shall not prevail. A church built. No it's not just an individual, it's an entire called out people.

They've been saved from drugs, homosexuality, from drink, from immorality, from atheism, from Islam,
from the new age. And now we have a called out group gathering. All different people, all different ages,
all different backgrounds, all different paths.

And you've been called out. Now you're being built together. This is a church.

I will build my church. You can't be a church as an individual. You have to be with other believers.

And Christ begins, he says, against this church that I build on this foundation with the revelation from the
father, the gates of hell shall not prevail. It's a prophecy. You ought to be praying not for this church.

Lord, we want to be solidly built on the revelation of the father. We need to be sure that every soul is solid
on this revelation. You know why? All hell cannot prevail.

Nothing can destroy this. You know what? Very shortly, hope I'm not prophesying, very shortly, all hell is
going to let rip. And all hell will let rip against this church.

Do you hear me? Then we're going to see what's here. Because I tell you, until things attacked, you don't
even know fully what's there. And I'm going to be very fascinated because there is a bond of love and
fellowship and truth here.

And if we're built on the rock, all hell cannot destroy that. And this generation hasn't seen what it's like
when all hell comes against something divine, eternal, birth of God. They're not, you see, they're used to
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dealing with things they can manipulate.

They can brainwash you through advertising. They offer you sexual things. They'll offer you drugs.

They'll offer you anything, pleasure, comfort. What happens when they come up against a church solidly
built on this and the stratagems of hell get unleashed in this hour? We're going to see who the true church
is. I don't mean just here.

I mean worldwide. Christ is talking about the worldwide church. You're going to get a lot of shocks at what
is real and what is false.

But suddenly the real church is going to appear because you don't keep yourself. You don't do that. Shall
not prevail.

It's to have power to overcome, to use force, to trample down. It says in Isaiah 54, 17, no weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper. And every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment shall be
condemned.

This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. No weapon
formed against you shall prosper. Do you want that? Do you believe this? It says in 1 John 4 and 4, ye are
of God little children and you have overcome them.

Meaning the spirit of antichrist that's in the world. It's worked in the world for 2,000 years. You have
overcome them.

Why? Why have you overcome little children? Little children. You couldn't get anything weaker. You're
little and you're children.

But you have overcome the entire spirit of antichrist that's unleashed in our world. How did you do it?
Listen carefully because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. Do you see that? Thirdly,
the purpose of the cross revealed.

I'm going to stop here because I want to say more, but we're going to come back and look at this. Saints of
God, we're looking at a divine revelation of Christ building his church. It's so simple.

I want a dynamic church here. Those that watch this online, scattered, they're struggling to find churches.
People all over this world, different continents.

I wish I had fellowship. I wish I had a body. I wish I had a church.

I wish I could find preaching near me. All over this world, there is a mass of people searching for reality. I'll
tell you what, they're part of a church.

They definitely are. There are believers scattered. I believe God's going to revive his work again, restore
his church again, begin to rebuild this whole thing.

You know why? Because there is a glorious hour just ahead. All hell is about to get unleashed. You better
make sure you're built on this foundation.

Do you have a divine revelation of Christ, of his blood, of the cross, of salvation, of his grace, of his
mercy? Do you know the power that's in the blood, or do you have a bloodless gospel, a crossless Christ?
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Christ said, I will build my church. This is where I build it. You're going to know who Christ is, and it's going
to be according to this book.

Away with false Christ. The false Christ of the prosperity gospel, it'll get blown away in this. Inner healing,
blown away.

All these deliverance ministries, they're running from demons. Even the preachers. You have demons.

I have demons. We all have demons. Thousands.

I could have hundreds of me. Would you honestly want to listen to a preacher who has demons indwelling
them? I've read my Bible. I know what one demon can do in a person.

One demon in a person. I wouldn't trust you if you think you're filled with demons. Oh, just trust me.

No way. You think I'm going to trust all this deliverance ministry teaching from people who say they're filled
with demons and all these curses, and maybe tomorrow I'll need to do self-deliverance. I thought as
newborn babes in Christ, we are commanded, go cast demons out.

Under those that believe, you'll cast out demons. It doesn't say you'll cast demons out yourself. Go cast
demons out of a sin sick world.

We have lost the power of this in the church. Where is the power again? Where is this victorious church
that's overcoming the power of Satan, overcoming temptation? You know what? You need to stir yourself
this morning. You may say, oh, I'm very weak.

I can't stand against temptation and trial and trouble and the fiery darts, the evil one. Is there no power in
your gospel? You're seeing in these recent weeks, people delivered from drugs. That's salvation.

Do you think they could have got themselves free? Would you like for me to make you responsible for a
new convert that we've convinced to believe in Christ, that you keep them from drugs or from stealing or
from sexual immorality? You have a job with all of them. Do you want that responsibility? I tell you, I
believe in the power of the new birth to change a heart, to regenerate a man. And I'm telling you, that's the
living stones that one by one begin to get built together.

We're going to see next week, those stones have some problems, some issues to work through. But I do
want to tell you, this church, all hell cannot destroy it, prevail it, conquer it, drag it back to hell. I want to tell
you, even a Peter who we'll see next week goes on to deny his Christ three times with an oath, with a
curse.

See, if you'd done that, you'd be going, that's it, God's left me. I'm finished. The devil's victorious.

Where's the power in this? Maybe you need to hear what I'm going to say about this, because real
Christians are built on this foundation. There's power, but there is problems. There are issues along the
way.

Some of you have fallen flat on your face, and do you know what? You got up, dusted yourself down, went
back to the blood, said, Father, will you forgive me? Will you forgive me? It took you about three days, you
still didn't feel forgiven. Remember I said that? And you're there going, I prayed, I'll pray again, I'll try it
again. I know what the word says, but I better pray, because I don't feel forgiven.
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The danger is you try to work your way back. Go back to the blood. You know what my Bible says? A
righteous man falleth seven times.

He gets right back up. What's the mark of a genuine believer? I stubbed my foot, got entangled. You know
like last week? One jumps, they all jump.

One goes through the hedge, they all go through the hedge. Remember I sent to the church a couple of
years ago. We were on a break, and I told folk here, but I thought they may not believe me.

Candice and me, we got in the car, went to that, and went, hold on, stop. Look, there's a sheep on its back
with its four legs in the air. I've got to take a photograph and send it, because now here's the evidence.

You know what? A sheep can't rectify itself. It'll lie there. Other sheep can't turn it over.

It will die. See in the wild, it would die. That sheep will never rectify itself.

It's going to die in that position. You need a shepherd. You need the good shepherd to come along, to go,
Daisy, to put it back on its feet, to get back out there again.

Sheep are the most troublesome animal in farming. There's a lot of trouble. They get caught in things.

You ever see the YouTube video of that farmer? There's a trench, a ditch, and he works and works and
pulls this old big sheep out of the trench. Within two seconds, it jumps right back in again. You're going, it's
a sheep.

It's the nature of a sheep. Some of yous are laughing because you know this is spiritual as well. Saints of
God, we are dealing with something very real here.

You need to begin to understand there is a foundation that if you're built upon as an individual stone, as a
church, this is the importance of why we preach in foundation. If you're on the right foundation, all hell is
not going to take you out. If you should sin, you're going to go to the blood, get up again, and go right
forward again, saying, forgive me, Lord.

I love you. I desire you. Wash me.

I want to be a stone in the house of God. Amen. Let's stand here and pray.

Let's lift our hands. Let's thank him. Saints of God, are you glad you're saved this morning? Has he
forgiven you? Has he washed you? Did he come and find you in some ditch of sin? Did he find you at your
lowest point? Has he picked you up as he washed you? Has he given you a new future? Has he cleansed
you? Has he broken your chains? Did he open your prison doors? What a mighty savior he is this
morning.

Saints of God, I want to be part of that church, not just locally, but worldwide, of every generation, a part of
that church that's being called out of sin, out of darkness, out of bondage. And I tell you, I'm no match for
the devil. But I do want to tell you, if this revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, this biblical revelation is the
foundation upon which I'm building my life, that my entire life, salvation, future, and plans are built on this
foundation.
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I want to tell you, this supernatural demonic power of hell can throw the darkest things at you, and you're
going to come through the other side. Many times you'll question and say, I'm not sure I'm going to make
it. Sometimes you'll think you've been overcome.

Sometimes you'll think that you're being put out. But I want to tell you, you're going to get up again. You're
going to keep walking, not because you're great, but greater is He that is in you than he that is in the
world.

No weapon formed against you shall prosper. Saints of God, you've got a right to believe this, to stand on
it, to pray it, to believe it, to meditate on what the Word of God says. Let's pray together.

Father, we pray, Lord God, for us as individuals, as a church of God, Father, we want such a mighty
revelation of the Son of God. Only you, we cannot teach men in this city. We can't open up the blind eyes.

We cannot change the hard hearts. But we do know that our heavenly Father is able to reveal the Son, to
open up His hand, to teach the worst of sinners, the most depraved of sinners, the most slanderous of
sinners, the most atheistic mind in this city, that you are a heavenly Father, like you did with Saul on his
way to persecute the Christians in Damascus. Lord God, you literally opened your hand and saved them
by divine power and grace.

My Father, I do pray, raise up a church. Give us many souls in this city. Lord God, we are looking to what
you do in building your church in this hour and generation.

In Jesus' mighty name.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/qXo6weIN1qw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/keith-malcomson/i-will-build-my-church/
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