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Glimpses at Life
by J.R. Miller

Transcript

No one can ponder the great theme of immortality for an hourâ€”and not feel the stir and glow of a better,
nobler life in him. In our more commonplace moods, we are like men shut up in a narrow cell. We see for
the time nothing but the little patch of dusty floor at our feetâ€”and the cold, cheerless walls that encircle
us. We are occupied with our little round of duties. Burdens press, sorrows pour bitter tears into our cup,
our hopes are shattered; or we have our short-lived joysâ€”we see our plans succeed, and play at living
like children in their make-believe games. Now and then we have intimations of a wider and more glorious
world outside our walls, stretching away beyond the small circle in which we dwell. Faint voices appear to
come to us from without. Or there are glimmerings as if of memory, like the visionary gleams of a past and
forgotten life, which flash before us in our higher moods.

But to most of us, pent up in this earthly lifeâ€”these are only merest intimations, faintest whispers,
dreamlike suggestions. We go on living in our narrow sphere, oppressed by its limitations; our faculties
and powers stunted by its gloom.

Did you ever climb the winding staircase in the interior of some great monument or tower? At intervals, as
you ascended, you came to a window which let in a little light, and through which, as you looked out, you
had a glimpse of a great expanse of fair and lovely world outside the dark tower. You saw green fields, rich
gardens, picturesque landscapes, streams flashing like flowing silver in the sunshine, the blue sea yonder;
and far away, on the other hand, the shadowy forms of great mountains. How little, how dark, how poor
and cheerless, seemed the close, narrow limits of your staircase as you looked out upon the illimitable
view that stretched from your window!

Life in this world is like the ascent of such a column. But while we climb heavily and wearily up its steep,
dark stairwayâ€”there lies, outside the thick walls, a glorious world reaching away into eternity, beautiful
and filled with the rarest things of God\
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