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Prayer and the Victory of God
by John Piper

The victory of God is coming and it will come by means of our prayers, which are the appointed means by which

God brings His own victory.

Duration: 38:01

Scripture: Isaiah 9:7, Matthew 6:9, Matthew 24:14, Matthew 24:29, Luke 18:1, Acts 4:31, 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 2
Thessalonians 1:6, Titus 2:13, Revelation 1:7, Revelation 8:4-5

Topics: "Prayer Power", "Gods Victory"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the power of prayer in bringing about the victory of God. Through various biblical
passages and examples, the message highlights how prayers play a crucial role in ushering in God's
ultimate triumph over evil and establishing His kingdom on earth. It encourages believers to pray boldly,
connecting their everyday lives to the grand purpose of God's victory.

Transcript

My aim in this message is to leave in your mind the strong impression and the firm conviction that the
victory of God is coming and that it will come by means of your prayers. The title of the message, as you
see there in the worship folder, is Prayer and the Victory of God. And the point is, the victory is coming and
it will come by means of your prayers.

Let me pray once more before we launch into this. Father, I ask that in these services, Lord's Day morning
and Lord's Day eve and New Year's morning and New Year's eve, that you would do this, that you would
lodge by the Spirit the strong impression and the deep conviction that a glorious victory of Christ over the
world is coming. And that little though we feel, our prayers bring it.

Lord, do that. Lift us, I pray, into this strong conviction that it's coming, it's glorious, and that our prayers
bring it. I ask this in Jesus' name, amen.

Let me clarify for you what I mean by the victory of God by reading several passages of Scripture.
Matthew 24, 29, immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened and the moon will
not give its light. And the stars will fall from heaven and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

And then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man. And then all the tribes of the earth will mourn.
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
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And He will send out His angels with the loud trumpet call and they will gather His elect from the four
winds from one end of heaven to another. That's the victory of God. Revelation, chapter 1, verse 7,
Behold, He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him and all the
tribes of the earth will wail on account of Him.

Even so, amen. That is the victory of God. Second Thessalonians 1, 6, consider, God considers it just to
repay with affliction those who afflict you and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us.

When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels inflaming fire, inflicting vengeance
on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus, they will
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
might when He comes on that day to be glorified in His saints and to be marveled at in all who have
believed. That is the victory of our God and it is coming. First Thessalonians 4, 15, For this we declare to
you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven. Now this is the loudest verse in the Bible. The Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command and with the voice of an archangel and with the
trumpet of God.

And the dead in Christ will rise first. And then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we shall always be with the Lord.

One more, Isaiah 9, 7 Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end. On the throne
of David and over His kingdom to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from this time
forth and forevermore the zeal of the Lord will do this. The victory of God is the coming of the Son of God,
King of kings, Lord of lords, to punish all who have rejected His grace, to banish all ungodliness and
unbelief out of the world into hell, to gather the elect from all the nations, establish justice, righteousness,
peace, joy on the earth and to be worshipped with white hot affection forever and ever and ever.

That is the victory of God and it is coming. Paul calls it our blessed hope in Titus 2.13, the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior. This is going to happen and it could happen in your lifetime.

Catch your breath. And yet it is vastly greater than your life or my life. Now God cares about little things.

He really does. Cares about your marriage and where you are there. Cares about the earache of your little
one year old.

Cares about those things. But oh how much greater is our God than those things and His care of those
things. His victory is greater than your little life and my little life.

And my aim, my prayer is that this message will produce this year in you a feeling that you are captured by
a cause and a vision a thousand times greater than your life. I know that many of you feel, look Pastor
John, you don't know what I'm dealing with. I just want to survive another day.

I just want to keep my marriage together. I don't think big thoughts. I just want to raise a couple of decent
kids.

I just want to keep my nose clean. I'm not into that. Now listen, me too.
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I'm not opposed to that. Good marriages, keeping your nose clean, raising a few decent kids. Amen.

Let's not fail there. But I don't want to burden you and I have a deep, deep conviction behind what I'm
doing in this service. And the conviction is that it will be liberating and energizing to see your little life with
all of its problems in connection with this victory.

That will not, if you get it right, it won't feel like a burden. Like, oh, I've got to think big thoughts or I've got
to get into some big mode of heroic life. Unless you turn and become like a child, you cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven.

So we're not into big, weighty, make-everybody-theologian-type thoughts. We're into connecting our little
lives that feel so small, so ordinary, with the most magnificent event that will ever happen in history.
There's a connection.

And I believe that once you get that connection, that you feel that connection, it transforms the meaning of
all of those little things in your life. I promise you, I promise you from the Bible and from my experience
that it is not oppressive to see the littleness of your life in connection to the largeness of God's victory.
Every just war that has ever been fought for a great ideal has given meaning to the loneliness and the
amputations and the widowhood that it costs.

Every great battle, every great conflict, every global engagement that has a just cause behind it, like the
cause of Christ, is what gives meaning to the widowhood who loses the husband in the conflict, gives
meaning to the amputations, gives meaning to the long seasons of loneliness when he's in Iraq. It's not,
turn away from the big issues of life because my life is made up of little things. No.

Don't turn away. Immerse in. Dive into the ocean of God's magnitude and the greatness of His victory and
let it saturate all the little things.

These have meaning because of that. Let me show you now what I mean by the connection. The
connection I'm drawing because we're going into prayer week is prayer.

Your prayers are the way the victory is coming. They are God's appointed means by which He brings His
own victory. Again, I know that many will say, that's not the way I pray.

I don't pray for huge victories. I just pray for one little victory at a time. I think that the Lord would like to
change that tonight.

I don't think you should be satisfied. As small as you feel, as weak as you feel, as insignificant globally,
universally, historically as you feel, God chose a peasant virgin to carry His son. It is a non sequitur to say
I'm little, small, insignificant, therefore I can't be significantly connected to the victory of God.

That does not make sense in God's economy. It may be that precisely because you feel small, little,
insignificant, that you are perfectly situated to be a major connection between this moment and the coming
victory. It's a dishonor to God to use your smallness as an argument for why your prayers should not bring
the second coming.

So let me show you this connection. If you wonder, where's Isaiah 37, the text, it's coming. Here's my plan.

I'm going to quote nine passages of scripture, fairly briefly, to show you the connection between your life of
prayer and the victory of God. And then I'm going to close with one of the most stunning examples of
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prayer and the victory of God that I know of from Isaiah 37. Don't bother looking these up.

I'm going to move too quickly, jot them down if you want to, to look at later. But just listen carefully and be
praying, Lord, awaken a new passion for prayer in me this year. Speak to me.

Grant that I would participate in the coming of your victory the way I should. Matthew chapter 6, verse 9,
the Lord's Prayer goes like this. Jesus said, pray like this, pray like this.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom, let it come. Your will on earth, like
it's done in heaven, let it be done.

That's amazing. It's coming. The kingdom is going to come.

The victory will come. The name of God will be hallowed. It will cover the earth like the waters cover the
sea, the hallowing of God's name.

The will of God will be done perfectly on the earth someday, just like the angels do it in heaven today. But
guess what? It's coming by prayer. Pray this, my people.

Pray this. Pray it down, my people. Say come, kingdom.

Say come, universal hallowing of the name of God. Say come, will of God being done on earth as it's done
in heaven. Come, come, pray this.

Don't say you do not make a difference in this. If you have ever prayed the Lord's prayer with
understanding and faith, He will come because you ask Him to. Second text, Matthew 24, verse 14, this
gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the nations and
then the end will come.

In other words, the good news of King Jesus and His salvation is to spread throughout all the nations as a
prelude to the victory, a prelude to the final victory. It's going to spread and it will be a witness to all the
peoples. Then the victory will come.

The end will come. And you know how it is spreading. It is spreading by people, lay people, evangelists,
missionaries, pastors who open their mouths and speak the gospel.

And therefore, Jesus says this in Matthew 9, verse 37, the harvest is plentiful, the laborers are few,
therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. There is no doubt
Matthew 24, verse 14 is going to happen. This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the
whole world as a testimony to all the nations and then the end will come.

There is no doubt this promise will happen. And Jesus says, pray for the people that make it happen to
step forward. Awesome place of prayer in the history of the universe.

Number three, Jesus told a parable in Luke 18, verses 1 following about an unrighteous judge and a
widow badgers him. The point of the parable, he says in verse 1, is that you ought always to pray and not
lose heart. Always pray and not lose heart.

And this widow keeps coming to him and she says, give me justice against my adversary. He's very
resistant and finally he gives in and he gives her justice. He vindicates her over against her adversary



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 5

because she's so persistent.

Jesus makes this point, hear what the unrighteous judge says and will not God give justice to his elect
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give them justice speedily.
The day is coming when with unbelievable speed, justice will be done from heaven because the elect cry
to him. How long oh Lord, vindicate your people.

They suffer around the world. They are mocked, they are torn to shreds, they are sawn in two, they walk
around in sheep's clothing, they hide in caves. How long, how long will the princes of heaven be mocked?
Do you ever pray like that? Day and night, enough do that it will come.

Number four, the battles to be fought on the way to final victory, the battles that prepare for Christ's
coming and move us forward, they move us forward by prayer. Acts 4.31, early church gathered, when
they had prayed, the place where they were gathered together was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God with boldness.

How does the Gospel advance in the world? It advances by ordinary people praying the Holy Spirit, falling,
boldness, rising, mouths, opening, an irresistible Gospel converting sinners. That's the way the Gospel
and the triumph of God spreads on the way to the climax. And therefore, even the battles that are won
incrementally on the way to the final victory are won by prayer.

If you do not have boldness right now, you've got an agenda set for you in 2006, namely. Number five, this
is a cluster of texts from Paul. I love Paul.

He's so real, he's so vulnerable, he's so broken, he's so strong, he's so weak, he's so hurt, and he's so
dependent on prayer. Greatest missionary that ever was. Experienced more breakthroughs for the Gospel
in the early century of this era.

And he said in his letters, how often must he say it for us to feel it? Pray for me, pray for me, pray for me,
pray for me. Let me read you four of them. 2 Thessalonians 3.1, Finally brothers, pray for us that the word
of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored as it happened among you.

He knew he couldn't do it without God and God said, I will do it through their prayers. So he said, pray for
me that the word would run and triumph. Ephesians 6.19, pray for me that words may be given me in the
opening of my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the Gospel.

Paul's very boldness, this man who seems a man above all men saying to ordinary slaves in Rome and
Ephesus and Colossae and Thessalonica, pray for me that I not be afraid. Romans 15.30, I appeal to you
brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Holy Spirit, strive, the word is wrestle, strive,
wrestle together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf. Paul was a great wrestler with the devil and
with unbelief and with his own sin in Romans 7 and with lions in Ephesus and with Jews in Caesarea and
Jerusalem.

He was a great wrestler, was he not? And what does he say? Join me, please join me, wrestle with me,
strengthen me. What an amazing confession about the magnificence of prayer in ordinary people.
Colossians 4.3, the last text from Paul, number 8 altogether.

Colossians 4.3, pray also for us that God may open to us a door for the word to declare the mystery of
Christ on behalf of which I am in prison. So if there are going to be any doors open, if China is going to
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open and Vietnam is going to open and North Korea is going to open and Cuba is going to open and Iraq
and Afghanistan and Oman and United Arab Emirates are going to open, it will be because some simple
diaper changing mom put her apron over her head at a kitchen table and said, Lord, open a door. And
Cuba and God bared his arm.

What an amazing thing prayer is. Final text on this to illustrate the connection between prayer and the
victory of God is Revelation 8, 4 and 5. This is amazing. I love this image.

Try to get it. An angel, another angel came and stood at the altar. So now picture God, no you can't picture
God, but here it is.

an altar and God and a throne. Another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer. And he
was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints.

Get this. Millions of saints. This is a picture of heaven at the end.

Not back then, the end. So, millions and billions and billions of prayers stored in heaven, never forgotten,
not one. Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. With all the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne and the
smoke of the incense of the prayers, the incense of the prayers of the saints rose before God from the
hand of the angel. Now, we usually stop there and we think, oh yeah, I've heard that the prayers of the
saints are like incense and they smell really good to God.

And that's true and that's magnificent. You want to make God happy? Pray. You want to create a good
smell in the kitchen of heaven? Pray.

This text isn't going there. It's going to victory. Verse 5, the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from
the altar where these millions of prayers are burning.

Filled it and threw it on the earth with peals of thunder and rumblings and flashes of lightning and an
earthquake. You wonder, where did all these signs come from at the end? They came from your prayers.
Hallowed be Thy name on the earth, oh God.

Let Your kingdom come, oh God. Let it come. Bring it in, oh God.

Let Your will be done on this planet the way the angels do it in heaven. Hasten the day of our God. That's
what gets thrown on the earth in fire.

The victory of God is coming and it's coming by the prayers of God's people. Now the illustration in closing
from Isaiah 37. You can go there with me this time if you want.

This will be quick, but I think memorable. At least when I saw it in about 1989 or so, I've never forgotten it.
The sheer number has stayed with me, lodged in my brain, and maybe it will make an anchor for this
message so that one fact will remain in your mind and then the fact just might yield help in bringing your
prayers to this place.

Isaiah 37, let me give you the situation and then I'll read a few verses with you. Sennacherib, magnificent
king, terrifying king of the nation of Assyria, came up against all the fortified cities of Judah where
Hezekiah is king. Jerusalem is helpless before this king.
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There's nothing Jerusalem can do in herself against the horde of the Assyrians. And so the king sends
Rabshika, title probably for general or some kind of right-hand man, and then Rabshika mocks the living
God and says, you think you've got a great God? Verse 37, verse 10, Do not let your God in whom you
trust deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. And it
says that Hezekiah responded this way.

I'm starting at verse 14 now. Hezekiah received the letter. This is the letter that taunts God in Jerusalem.

Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it. And Hezekiah went up to the
house of the Lord and spread it before the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed, prayed to the Lord.

O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are God, You alone. Of all the
kingdoms of the earth, You have made heaven and earth. Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear.

Verse 20, O Lord our God, save us from His hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You
alone are the Lord. You see how two things come together in verse 20? Yes, I want to be saved. I want my
people not to be slaughtered.

But Lord, make Your name great among the nations. Those two things always go together. We are saved,
He is magnified.

We get the help, He gets the glory. And then comes the key phrase, verse 21. Then Isaiah, this is the
prophet now who comes.

Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah saying, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel. And then
this next phrase I have underlined, circled, Because you have prayed. And now watch what happens.

To me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, this is the word that the Lord has spoken concerning him.
So God speaks this effective word because of that prayer. I'm dropping down to verse 33 to get to the nub
of it.

Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, he shall not come into this city or shoot an
arrow there or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege mount against it. By the way that he came,
by the same he shall return. He shall not come into this city, declares the Lord, for I will defend this city to
save it for My own sake and for the sake of My servant David.

Look at verse 36. And the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of these.
That's pretty effective praying.

It's breathtaking praying. Hezekiah is not a perfect man. He's not even going to end well.

But this time he did the right thing. He went into the house of God desperate. And he lifted up his voice
and said, you're God, we're helpless.

Make a name for yourself in saving us. And God killed 185,000 people. Killed them.

If that doesn't stick in your memory, it did in mine. One prayer and God kills 185,000 people. That's an
amazing victory through prayer.
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Let me close. The enemies of the church today of Jesus Christ are not political, national, or ethnic. We
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the world rulers of
this present darkness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

We are not at war as Christians against Iraq. We're not at war against any ethnic, political, national entity.
Christians do not kill their enemies as Christians.

We die. We suffer in order to make known that the battle belongs to the Lord, and it is won by the opening
of our mouth with truth and the stretching forth of our hands in love and justice. And that's the way the
Gospel spreads.

Because that's the way the victory will come. The great battle today is fought not with swords, but with the
Gospel of the crucified and risen Christ. It is fought for the souls of men.

It is fought in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is fought with words of truth and deeds of love. And all that
backed by prayer, and the victory will come.

It will come. It will come by prayer. Therefore, in the new year, pray for the victory of God.

The first Tuesday fast is to pray and fast for the Second Coming. I invite you to come. Your kingdom
come.

Your will be done on earth. Send forth laborers, O God. Open a door for the Gospel, O God.

Make us bold in witness, O God. Save the peoples, O God. Vindicate your elect, O God, who cry to you
day and night.

Come. Come, Lord Jesus. So I pray, Father, now again, that the strong impression and the firm conviction
will be lodged in the minds of your people that the victory is coming and that it comes by prayer.

And once that is lodged, O God, and we see this vivid illustration of Hezekiah's cry and your dramatic
intervention, let no ordinary person say, my prayers don't count. Rather, may the simplest among us pray
the most daring prayers. Come, Lord Jesus.

Wrap it up. Hasten the day of your appearing. In Christ, I ask you, amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/40AiZnMH9Do.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-piper/prayer-and-the-victory-of-god/
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