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Letter: 35f 71 Mrs Monthenez, Montpellier,
March 15th, 1844

by John Nelson Darby

The sermon encourages believersto find comfort in God's love and guidance during times of suffering and grief.

Scripture: Psalm 34:18, Psalm 147:3, Isaiah 53:3-5, Matthew 11:28-30, John 16:33, Romans 8:28, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4,
Philippians 4:7, Hebrews 4:15-16, 1 Peter 5:7
Topics: "Trusting God's Plan”, "Comfort in Grief"

Description

John Nelson Darby writes to Mrs. Monthenez, expressing his heartfelt sympathy for her family's loss and
emphasizing the importance of trusting in God's perfect plan during times of grief. He reassures her that
true comfort comes from recognizing God's hand in our suffering, as He understands our pain and has
experienced it Himself. Darby encourages the sisters to submit to God's will, reminding them that peace
follows when we trust in His love and sovereignty. He acknowledges the unique ways each person
processes grief but affirms that Jesus will sustain them through their trials. Ultimately, he expresses
confidence that this painful experience can lead to spiritual blessings.

Transcript

p71 [Mrs Monthenez] [To the same.] [From the French.] BELOVED SISTERS, - Here | am at last at
Montpellier, not knowing how long | ought to stay here. Outwardly there is not much to make me remain.
However, | believe that God has something in His mind, and though | shall go after a little into the Gard, |
do not think of leaving Montpellier altogether. God, | trust, will lead me. | have all confidence in Him, who
governs according to His thoughts of grace, and not according to those of man.

But in writing to you, it is rather you, your sister, and your family that | think of, for cold and
undemonstrative as | am, you cannot think that after so much kindness and care that you have lavished
upon me, | could be indifferent to what concerns you. | was deeply touched by the news, received through
-, of the death of your poor nephew. | was ready to complain of you for having told me nothing about it, but
that | had regard to the affliction that a blow so felt must have produced. But | venture to assure you of all
my sympathy. | know that it is the Lord alone who can really comfort when He strikes us, and the source of
our consolation is precisely the feeling that it is He Himself who so loved us, who strikes us, for that which
comes from His hand can only be perfect. We shall not know how to explain it; the heart suffers by it; but it
is our Father that has given the cup to drink; that was the only, and it was perfect, consolation of Jesus.
One recognises the hand of one who is known; we do not stop at the circumstances that appear to us
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mysterious, we refer in them to Him, and all is changed; the heart is softened by it, does not wish it to be
otherwise, but the will is not in rebellion, and we are comforted near Him, feeling more than ever that He is
our all. What a precious lesson, what a glorious position! God alone could have placed us there. Until we
are there, the flesh will stir: we must not be surprised at it: and then all will be dark, because we see
everything after our own hearts, and light is not in man; but if the life of Christ is in us, we shall see that
there is sin in it; it will be exposed; we shall feel that we had need to be smitten; submission will come; we
leave ourselves before God. "l was dumb, and opened not my mouth, because thou didst it." Then peace
will soon be there. If the soul is already subject, then nothing separates us from His love; and confidence
in this love gives us an unruffled peace.

Dear sisters, | can weep with you and the family of your poor dear C. like the Jews with Mary, but | know
that He who loves him can sustain your souls. | have confidence in Him with regard to you. . . . | trust this
painful blow will be a blessing. Be assured also yourselves of my entire sympathy. | feel that this will
operate in a different manner with each of you, but our precious Saviour will do His own work in each of
His own. From what | saw three months ago, | thought that - might be discouraged and cast down by this
affliction. If it be so, let her remember that His ways are not as our ways, and that the heart of Jesus, of
Him who smites us, has itself passed through all the trials through which He makes us pass; that He
cannot make us taste anything for our good without having drunk Himself all its bitterness to the dregs. He
knows what He is doing; He suffers all that He inflicts. It is His love, His knowledge of all that makes Him
do all that He does. Let us have full confidence in Him who has been tempted in all things like unto us. Do
not impose on yourself the task of replying to me. | think of seeing you before very long. There is an
English brother who lost his wife nearly a year ago, who will be with me.

Your very affectionate brother.
Montpellier, March 15th, 1844.

[51035F]

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-nelson-darby/letter-35f-71-mrs-monthenez-montpellier-march-15th-1844/

Sermonindex.net | Page 2



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




