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Letter: 1e 1 B. & S. Plymouth, Dublin, May,
1832

by John Nelson Darby

John Nelson Darby's letter emphasizes the significance of love and unity among believers while encouraging
them to remain steadfast in faith amidst challenges.

Scripture: John 17:21, Romans 12:10, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Galatians 6:2, Ephesians 4:3, Philippians 1:27, 1
Thessalonians 5:11, Hebrews 10:24-25, 1 Peter 3:9, 1 John 4:16
Topics: "Unity in Christ", "The Power of Love"

Description

John Nelson Darby expresses his heartfelt gratitude and love towards the brethren and sisters in
Plymouth, emphasizing the importance of unity and love among believers. He acknowledges the kindness
shown to him and encourages the church to maintain their spirit of love, which reflects God's presence.
Darby highlights the healing power of love in overcoming the disease of sin and urges the congregation to
stand firm in their faith despite challenges and persecution. He shares testimonies of God's work among
them, including miraculous recoveries, and calls for continued labor in the Lord's work. Ultimately, he
longs for their continued fellowship and spiritual growth, reminding them to remain steadfast in their faith.

Transcript

pl DEAREST BRETHREN AND SISTERS [at Plymouth], - Grace and peace be to you, and mercy from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | cannot write to you altogether as | could wish, for though my
heart should flow out towards you all as it does before God, | write with some restraint, for though but
slightly ill in itself, yet constant walking on hot sunny flags in a town, relaxes and weakens my eye. | feel,
brethren, deeply, all your love towards me, and rejoice to feel it, not for my own sake only, though it has
been comfort and refreshment to me, and put thus something of a new feature on my christian life, nor yet
for your sakes, dear brethren, only, though | rejoice in it yet more abundantly for that, but yet more
because our common Master is honoured, and He rejoices in the prosperity of His people. He must delight
in their love, for "he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God." He must delight in the manifestation of the
Father, as He says, "that they may be one in us - made perfect in one." And | beseech you, the rather,
brethren, earnestly to maintain this spirit of love, which is the presence of God. | rejoice, exceedingly, that |
have any fellowship with you in it. | know, brethren, that we all have it in great weakness, but though -
brethren, | have felt it the rather, because, though | have met with abundant individual kindness, and many
dear children of God, yet | have not met the children of God dwelling together so much in unity, but have
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been a man of contentions rather. God is my witness whether | loved it or not. But it has made me the
more anxious that you should bear witness to the power of the principle, yea, of the healing power of God -
I mean, in love. For the disease of sin is separating, and God is uniting, for He is love; and this will be the
healing of all things, for they are to be gathered together into one in Christ. Some now of His sheep are
scattered abroad. Walk then in love, dear brethren, and you will walk in power, and in the glory of God.

| did rejoice for your sakes, that you sent, as | learned, the money to poor Mrs. - (and indeed, it was greatly
needed, for he, having served the Lord in his generation, had left simply nothing, and a sickly family): as
you had all known him, | meant to have mentioned him to you, but need | say how much happier | was that
it came unmentioned? and it bore witness to your love here, and to the power of it amongst you, and as
the blessed apostle says, did not make me ashamed in my boasting of you, so that | was the rather
rejoiced. We have done what we could here also. And, dear brethren, how shall | thank you for all your
kindness to me and care of me? | felt to the utmost some of your provision for me, that | might not destroy
the memorials of your kindness, but | knew this would be hardly meeting it, and | bear witness to your
kindness in it amongst our brethren here.

The brethren who meet in Aungier Street are going on in much unity and sweetness of spirit amongst each
other. | should only fear their getting too comfortable amongst themselves, and sitting quietly down, but
they all labour in the Lord as far as | know. In the Bridewell, where cholera broke out, and the first cases
very virulent, the matron, a sister, sent for some of them to pray, and they did, and all, when | last heard,
were recovering. Two out of them have died here of those attacked, though the number of these are
comparatively, under God, few. A good spirit seems shewn about it, but the people are enraged, and the
doctors are in consternation, as far as | see, as to their feeling about themselves. The hand of the Lord is
manifest; there have, | find, been two cases of persons recovering under prayer here: in the second, the
attending physician requested it might be done, in consequence of the former case, which he had been
attending; and medicine was relinquished, and the person grew better - as far as | collected, it was
gradual.

Dear brethren, stand fast; and, | beseech you, to abound in the work of the Lord, and by well-doing, put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men. | am persuaded, that what | have seen published about you, did not
affect the weakest among you. Remember the word, "being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer
it: being defamed we entreat; we are made as filth of the earth, as the offscouring of all things unto this
day." If you are called Beelzebub, you well know why you should bear it, returning blessing for cursing. It is
a privilege we have little of, to be like our Master. For the rest, brethren, be wise, be steady, and throwing
everything upon the Lord, and the peace of God shall be with you, which is more, far more, than the
reproach of the world. Try all things, and hold fast that which is good.

| am detained here awhile, hoping, if it may be, that something may be done, by which the Bible Society
may be kept, or rather, the service of God kept up in it; if it be done, you shall hear all about it. Dear
brethren, in the midst of abundant kindness here, often the countenances of many dear christian friends at
Plymouth, shine across my path, with only increased feelings of kindness and pleasure. | do trust in the
Lord, to see you again shortly; it will be a little longer than | hoped, partly from my eye, and partly because
I cannot move others as fast as my wishes. But my heart is with you, dear brethren, and | long to see you
all.

Forgive me my harassed letter, arising from over working, as usual a little beyond my strength. | probably,
if the Lord will, shall get a week's rest of body on my way to the West, and after | have seen them there,
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my mind will begin to revert to Plymouth, though many have reproached me with deserting this country. |
seek only the Lord's will in it. Grace be with you, dear brethren and sisters in the Lord.

Most affectionately yours in Him, with many prayers that you may prosper with simplicity in His ways.

P.S. - | beseech you to let me hear of you, and that often, specially when anything occurs, even if | should
not write, for | am a bad correspondent. | have received - 's, and thank him for it. | have delayed this to
make the inquiries, and answer them now in conclusion. . . .

I think it possible she may have been led, though a child of God, to conceal part of her sin, and this always
leads to more want of truth. . . . Remember, as a child of God, one ought to be dealt kindly with, even if
erring; if a sheep, to drive her into the world again would be dreadful. If you are not wise, Satan might drive
you to this - a sad position to be in.

| heard also, by the delay, from -, whose account of all, though in a few words, rejoiced me exceedingly;
he seemed to think you were growing only in unity and affection one towards another. My eye is all but
well, and | hope to proceed very shortly on my journey; meanwhile, the Lord has been blessing me in
some details, and | have written what | am about (with God's will) to have printed, about the Archbishop of
Dublin.

A converted Jew (H - ), a brother in the Lord, was desirous of proceeding to Plymouth, to see what he
could do there: he has nothing of his own. | was sure you would have received him gladly, until, at any
rate, it was found there was no place for him there; he wants, | am disposed to think, maturity, but is bold,
of a good spirit and feeling, and of a mind by no means without flow of thought, and, | believe, a very true
brother: you know | love a Jew (how rarely are they brought) when they love the Lord. But the church here
thought he had better not go till your mind was known. | think you would do him good. Would you let me or
them know your own wishes about it.

Peace and joy and strength be with you all from the Father, in the Lord Jesus, in one Spirit. Let me hear
that you are all well.

Yours ever, even to better worlds, in the Lord.
Dublin, May, 1832

[51001E]
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