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A Brief Outline of the Books of the Bible

by John Nelson Darby

John Nelson Darby's sermon provides a comprehensive overview of the books of the Bible, highlighting key
themes and God's relationship with humanity throughout scripture.

Scripture: Genesis 1:1, Exodus 20:1, 2 Corinthians 12:9
Topics: "Understanding Scripture”, "God's Covenant with Humanity"

Description

John Nelson Darby presents a comprehensive outline of the books of the Bible, emphasizing the unfolding
of God's relationship with humanity from creation to redemption. He highlights key themes in each book,
such as the principles of creation in Genesis, the establishment of the law in Exodus, and the prophetic
insights in the writings of the prophets. Darby underscores the importance of understanding the historical
and spiritual context of each book, illustrating how they collectively reveal God's plan for salvation and His
covenant with His people. He encourages believers to recognize the continuity of God's message
throughout Scripture, culminating in the New Testament's revelation of Christ. The sermon serves as a
reminder of the divine orchestration behind the biblical narrative and its relevance to the faith journey of
believers today.

Transcript

The notes, from which this little book is printed, were completed and corrected by him from whose
discourses they were taken at Birmingham.

Asked for by several, they are now published, in the consciousness of worthlessness as to all that is
merely of man; but in the full assurance, through faith, of the power to bless of Him who has said, "My
grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness," 2 Cor. 12:9.

GENESIS.

In this book we have all the great principles of God's relationship with man, without bringing in redemption
which makes a people for God and a dwelling-place for God in man. You never, save in chapter 2:3, get
the word "holiness” in Genesis; and you never have God dwelling with men.

Creation is first treated of; then innocence, lordship, and marriage, the figure of union with Christ. Next we
have the fall, man's sin against God, and then in Cain man's sin against his brother. There is, at the same
time, a witness of certain righteous persons, Abel in sacrifice, Enoch in life, and Noah in testimony of
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approaching judgment. You then get the complete corruption of the whole system, and the deluge.

Having had in Enoch a figure of the church, we get in Noah deliverance through judgment, and then the
new world begins, God entering into covenant with it, and government introduced to prevent violence; but
the governor fails, and God's plans as to the races of men are brought out. We find God making nations, in
consequence of man's attempt to remain united so as to be independent. In the midst of these nations we
have, in Nimrod, imperial power, individual and despotic, connected with Babel, the place of man's
wickedness. In point of fact, the division of mankind into nations comes by judgment.

Shem's family having been owned on the earth - the Lord God of Shem, national existence is recognized
as the principle of the constitution of the earth, God's arrangement. He now begins an entirely new thing.
He calls out from that which He has constituted an individual to be the head of a blest race, whether fleshly
or spiritual. Whatever individual saints there had thus far been, there had been no counterpart of Adam as
the head of a race. This Abraham was. Election, calling, and promise are connected with this;
consequently you have Abraham, a stranger and pilgrim, with nothing but his tent and his altar. He falils,
like everybody, but God judges the world - Pharaoh's house - for him. We then get the distinction between
a heavenly-minded and an earthly-minded man; the world having power over the earthly-minded (Lot),
and the heavenly one (Abraham) having power over the world. In connection with this we have in
Melchizedek the future priest upon his throne, and that as linked with God's supremacy over heaven and
earth. Abraham's separation from the world having been evinced, Jehovah presents Himself to Abraham
as his shield and reward. We then first get the earthly inheritance and people, that is, in promise. Abraham
looks for the promise in a fleshly way, and that is all rejected. We have then the promise to Abraham of
being the father of many nations, God revealing Himself as God Almighty. We have also His covenant, as
thus revealed, with Abraham, and the principle of separation to God by circumcision. Chapter 18 gives the
promise of the heir, and the judgment of the world (Sodom), and the connection with God, about it, of the
heavenly people (Abraham) by intercession; while in chapter 19 we have the connection with the judgment
of the earthly people (Lot), saved as by fire through the tribulation. What follows this, chapter 20, is the
absolute appropriation of the wife, whether Jerusalem or the heavenly bride, as the spouse of the Lord.
The old covenant (Hagar) is cast out, and, the heir (Isaac) being come, he takes the land (chap. 21).
Chapter 22 begins another series of things. The promised heir being offered up, and the promise
confirmed to the seed, Sarah dies (chap. 23). This is the passing away of the old association with God on
the earth; and in chapter 24 Eliezer (in figure the Holy Ghost, or His work on earth) is sent to take a wife
for Isaac (Christ), who is Heir of all things, and Isaac can in nowise return to Mesopotamia. Christ, in
taking the church, cannot come down to earth; whereas, the moment we get Jacob, we get the head of the
twelve tribes, who goes to Mesopotamia for Rachel and Leah, typical of Israel and the Gentiles. Jacob is
the elect, but not the heavenly people; he goes back to Canaan, gets the promises, with all sorts of
exercises, as Israel will, but, if he does, he must give up old Israel (Rachel) to get Benjamin, the son of his
right hand.

3 In the brief notice of Esau's offspring we find the world in vigour and energy before God's people are;
and then commences another history, that of Joseph, affording a distinct development of Christ connected
with Israel, rejected by Israel, and sold to the Gentiles. He comes thus to be the head, having the throne,
and governing all Egypt. He has done with Israel, receives a Gentile wife, and calls his children by names
typical of Christ's rejection and blessing outside Israel when rejected; but he receives back his brethren in
the glory. This part closes with two distinct testimonies, the will of Joseph about his bones, and Jacob's
prophecy that they will all be back in the land and the promises to Israel be fulfilled.
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EXODUS.

In this book we find God visiting His people; redemption, and the establishment of relationships with His
people, whether it be by the testing of law, or the arrangements of grace, by which He could bear with
them, with the distinct purpose of dwelling in them, and, moreover, of making them dwell in a place He had
prepared for them. All is connected with four immense principles - redemption, bringing to God, God's
dwelling among them, and consequently holiness. Priesthood is established to maintain the relationship
with God when the people cannot be in immediate relation. Connected with all this you have, besides the
judgment of the world, and the final deliverance of the earthly people. With Moses, the man of grace, you
have Zipporah, who represents the church, but the children are witnesses of Christ's abiding connection
with Israel.

From the Red Sea to Sinai we find the whole picture of God's dealings in grace in Christ by the Spirit on to
the millennium, and the millennium itself.

In chapter 19 the people put themselves under law, and get law instead of worship founded on deliverance
and grace.

LEVITICUS

Gives us God in the tabernacle, as in the midst of His people, ordering all things that suit their relationship
to Him. The feasts represent Him as in the midst of the people, a circle round Himself.

4 NUMBERS

Treats of the journey through the wilderness, with insight into the inheritance (for us heavenly), and a full
prospect of all God's ways in bringing them in, and of Christ Himself as the One who is to reign. Reference
is made in this last remark to Pisgah, and to Balaam's prophecy.

DEUTERONOMY.

A recapitulation of all God's ways and dealings with Israel, as motives to insist on obedience, and to put
the people on moral grounds in direct relationship with Himself. The three great feasts (chap. 16) have this
character. The testing character of the law is stated, and at the same time the purpose of God in blessing,
spite of failure under the law, is revealed; closing with the prophetic blessing of Israel, in respect to their
then present condition.

JOSHUA.

The establishment of the people in the land by divine leading and power, according to promise, but
through conflict, in which the faithfulness of the people's walk with God is tested.

The career of Joshua begins with crossing the Jordan in the power of resurrection, and has its place of
power for conflict in Gilgal - circumcision - death to the flesh.

They eat of the corn of the land before they have any conflict.

JUDGES.
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While Joshua is a book of victorious power, judges is the book of failure in faithfulness, so that power is
lost: only that God intervenes in mercy, from time to time, to deliver and revive. Gilgal is exchanged for
Bochim. Gilgal, the denial of the flesh, though seemingly of little importance, was the place of power;
Bochim was the place of tears, but the angel of God was there.

RUTH.

The intervention of the Lord in grace to bring in the promised seed, and the restoration of Israel, but in the
way of grace, on a new footing. On a famine in the land, Naomi, who represents Israel, goes away, and
loses everything. Ruth comes back with her, and Boaz (strength) raises up the inheritance. It was old
Israel, in some sense: the child was born to Naomi, but on the principle of grace, for Ruth had no title to
promise.

51 SAMUEL.

The judicial priesthood connection is here broken. Both judge and priest go in Eli. The ark is taken - a total
breach. Power, and the link of connection, are lost. Then God comes in, in His own sovereign way, by a
prophet, as He had before brought them out of Egypt. (All on the ground of man's responsibility was gone;
but sending a prophet was sovereign mercy.) Before He brings in strength (the king), He brings in
prophecy - a notable thing this. Before Christ returns in power, it is the testimony of the Spirit and word, by
which a connection is maintained between God and His people. From Eli to David on the throne this is a
general principle - faith and power, not succession.

But flesh required governmental order,* and gets what it wants; but it breaks down before the power of the
enemy. Then even believers who cling to it fall with it (Jonathan). If governmental order be established
without Christ, they cannot like Christ to come and set it aside. The one in whom hope is must be content
to be as a partridge on the mountains.

{*It is quite true that there was a want through the misrule of Samuel's sons. If the spiritual energy failed,
there was a want in consequence. The church can only stand in power, so that when it turned to
succession all was lost.}

Saul was raised up to put down the Philistines; Jonathan did subdue them, but never Saul who was
destroyed by them. Jonathan was a believer associated with the outward order. The place of faith was
with David. It is the place of the power of faith without the king.

2 SAMUEL.

Saul falls on the mountains of Gilboa. Then we get the royalty of David, in active power, not in the reign of
peace, with the promise of maintaining his house in whatever way they conducted themselves. God would
chasten them if disobedient, but not take His mercy from them. Then we get David's personal failure when
he is king. There is another element - the ark and the temple come in question; the relationship with God is
re-established first by faith, not according to order, but by spiritual power according to grace, all being - by
that spiritual power according to grace. The ark was on Mount Zion, and there they were singing, "His
mercy endureth for ever": while at Gibeon was the high place, where Solomon went. There the tabernacle
was, but not the ark. Solomon is not seen at Mount Zion till his return from Gibeon, where God answered
him. Consequent on God's interfering in deliverance and redemption, the place of ordered worship is set
up, connected with earth - the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. It was after judgment, slaying the
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people and sacrifice. God loves Jerusalem, and so stays His hand in judgment, and shews by prophecy
the path of reconciliation by sacrifice.

6 1 AND 2 KINGS.

Here we have the reign of Solomon, the establishment of Israel in peace, and the building of the temple,
the figure of the great Son of David. This fails, looked at historically, in Rehoboam; and then the book of
Kings is the history, not of Judah, but of Israel, with sufficient notices of Judah to carry on the history. You
get the intervention of God by prophets in Elijah and Elisha, in mercy, in the midst of Israel, who had left
the temple, one being a testimony to Israel on the ground of their responsibility, the other in
resurrection-power.

First and Second Kings continue the history in Judah till the captivity, and then Lo-ammi was written on the
nation. There are, of course, many details - various characters of faith, etc., as Hezekiah of faith, Josiah of
obedience, Jehoshaphat of piety, but never, through association with the world, for success.

1 AND 2 CHRONICLES

Gives us the history of the family of David - ending, of course, like the former, with the Babylonish
captivity.

1 Chronicles is David himself. At the close, David has the pattern of everything by the Spirit, and leaves it
to Solomon to execute.

2 Chronicles is David's posterity.

Chronicles are more connected with the establishment of the kingdom on earth, Kings more figurative of
what is heavenly. In the temple in Chronicles there is a veil (2 Chron. 3:14), in Kings not. The veil will not
be rent for Israel in the millennium.

7 EZRA.

The re-establishment of the temple and divine service according to the law, while waiting for the Messiah.
But then there is no ark, no Urim, etc. It was an empty temple.

NEHEMIAH.
The re-establishment of the civil society and state under the Gentiles.
ESTHER.

The providential care of Israel when God is hidden from them, while Lo-ammi is written on them. He takes
care of them while He is hidden from them and does not own them. God's name is never mentioned. The
Gentile queen fails to shew her beauty, and the Jewish bride supersedes her.

JOB.

The possibility of the relationship of a man with God, in the great conflict referring to good and evil
between God and the power of darkness; and that connected with the discipline of saints, in contrast with
the alleged present righteous government of the world by God; the necessity of a Mediator being
intimated, not unfolded; the power of Satan over the world made known, and his character as accuser of
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the brethren pointed out. God is seen as the originator of all (not of the accusations themselves, | need
hardly say, but of the whole process) for the purpose of blessing His people; the whole being without any
dispensational reference, while the conscience is thoroughly searched in those He blesses. You get in
Elihu the wisdom of God in His word (Christ really), and then you have the power of God (also Christ) in
God answering out of the whirlwind. The book may be regarded as typical of Israel, inasmuch as it is in
Israel that these ways of God are shewn.

PSALMS.

The Spirit of Christ working and developing itself in the remnant of Israel in the latter day; only therewith
shewing the personal part He has taken, whether to lay the ground for them, or to exercise sympathy with
them; continuing on up to the border of the millennium, but not entering into it except prophetically. They
are divided into five books.

8 PROVERBS.

The wisdom of God shewing its path to man, in contrast with the corruption and violence in man. The first
eight chapters give us the principle, shewing Christ as wisdom; the remainder enter into details. It is to
man in a remarkable way. A man of the world escapes by knowing the crookedness of the world: this book
enables a man to escape without knowing it - wise in that which is good, simple concerning evil.

ECCLESIASTES

Is the result of the research after happiness under the sun adding, that man's wisdom, as man, is God's
law.

CANTICLES.

The relationship of the affections of the heart of the spouse with Christ. This, on the ground of the special
form of the relationship, is to be realized properly in Israel, though capable of an application, abstractedly,
to the church and to the individual. (What Canticles treats of is not relationship, but desires, faith, getting
the joy of the relationship with occasional glimpses, but not established known relationship. The place of
the church, though the marriage is not come, is that of being in the relationship. Israel will not have this.)

There is a kind of progress observable. (1) "My beloved is mine" - this is the lowest point. (2) "I am my
beloved's" - the consciousness of belonging to Him. (3) "I am my beloved's, and his desire is towards me."

We have had thus, subsequent to the history, the moral development of the heart of man, and of the Spirit
of God working in various ways in his heart: specially in Ecclesiastes, the heart of man making itself a
centre, and trying to feed itself; in Canticles, the heart getting out of itself into the heart of Christ.

9 THE PROPHETS.

In these (except Jonah, and, in a certain sense, Daniel) we find the action of the Spirit of God in the midst
of His people, to maintain the authority and character of their original calling, testify against their departure
from it, and reveal Messiah as establishing them in blessing on a new footing - sustaining thus the faith of
the godly during the departure of the mass, and denouncing judgment on those who persevere in
unfaithfulness.
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ISAIAH.

Here you have the whole framework of God's dealings with Judah, Israel coming in, by the bye, with the
judgment of surrounding nations, and especially of Babylon, looking at Israel as the centre, bringing out
the Assyrian as the great latter-day enemy, Immanuel as the hope of Israel, and the securer of the land,
although rejected when coming as a testimony, being Himself Jehovah - a sanctuary - but a stone of
stumbling to the disobedient. We get, in addition, the details of the inroads of the Assyrian, and his
judgment in the last days; and, included in the development of all this, we have the blessedness of Israel
as re-established. This is the first part - chapters 1-35.

In the historical chapters (36-39) we get two great principles - resurrection, and deliverance from the
Assyrians. It is a risen Christ who effects deliverance, which makes it so important. The captivity in
Babylon is here intimated. This latter lays The ground for what follows.

In the last part you have God's controversy with Israel, first on the footing of idolatry, and, secondly,
because of the rejection of Christ. In this Israel is first looked at as a servant; and in chapter 49 the place
of servant is transferred to Christ, and, He being rejected, the remnant in the last days take the place of
servant. All through this, though Israel be the object of favour, you get a definite contrast between the
wicked and the righteous, and hence the separation of the remnant, and judgment of the wicked - the
declaration that there can be no peace to the wicked, whether Israel or others (end of chaps. 48, 57).

In the part that refers specially to the rejection of Christ we get the revelation of the call of the Gentiles, the
judgment of the people, the coming of Jehovah, and the full blessing of the remnant of Israel at Jerusalem.

10 JEREMIAH.

We have here the present dealing of God with rebellious Judah, making them Lo-ammi by the captivity in
Babylon; next, from chapter 30, the revelation of the infallible love of Jehovah to Israel (Judah and
Ephraim), and the certainty of their establishment under David, according to the order of God, in
Jerusalem, Jehovah being their righteousness; then, after the history of Zedekiah, and the details of what
brought in the captivity, and what passed in Palestine after it, we have the judgment of all the nations and
Babylon itself.

LAMENTATIONS.

In Lamentations we get the sympathy and entering in of the Spirit of Christ into the sorrows of Israel,
specially of the remnant; hence the hope of restoration.

EZEKIEL

Gives the judgment of Jerusalem - God coming from without, but all Israel looked at, and not specially
Judah; the judgment of the nations around, of the ungodly oppressors in and over Israel; the dealing
henceforth with individual souls as regards judgment; the setting up of David, and the new birth, as the
means of Israel's blessing; the union of Judah and Israel in one stick; and, on their restoration to their land,
the destruction of the Assyrian, or Gog, by divine power, in fact, by the presence of Christ; and, in the end,
a vision of the restoration of the temple and of the order of the land.

DANIEL
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Has two parts - the history of the Gentile empires, beginning with Nebuchadnezzar, the head of gold; and,
secondly, special visions of Daniel (beginning with chap. 7), marking out the condition and circumstances
of the saints in connection with the history of these empires more fully revealed, and the coming of
judgment to set them all aside in favour of Israel. But he only comes to the door of the millennium without
unfolding it.

HOSEA.

We have here the rejection of the house of Israel and the house of Judah distinctively, as Lo-ruhamah and
Lo-ammi; the door secretly opened to the Gentiles by it; Israel's long - enduring deprivation of everything;
and then the restoration of the whole under Jehovah and David in the latter days. Paul quotes chapter
1:10, and 2:23; Peter only the latter. From chapter 4 we get the most earnest dealing with the conscience
of Israel, but closing with their return in repentance to the sure blessings of Jehovah. It is the testimony of
the ways of the Lord.

11 JOEL.

Under the figure of the desolation left by a plague of insects we have announced the inroad of the northern
armies in the last days, and the coming in of the whole power of man against God's people, and the
consequent coming in of Jehovah to judge the whole power of man in the day of the Lord, and in the valley
of decision. Meanwhile, the pouring out of the Holy Ghost upon all manner of people, and the promise of
certain deliverance to whoever called on the name of the Lord. You may add, the summons to repentance
of all who have ears to hear.

AMOS.

Gives the patience of God's dealings and ways, which he rehearses in connection with the precise
pointing out of the iniquity of Israel's ways; but marking out the punishment of bordering nations on the
same ground of definite moral evil. He notices the rejection of a testimony against the evil, and declares
the sure, infallible, unescapable judgment of Jehovah on the whole people, the righteous remnant being
as certainly saved; closing with the promise of building up the tabernacle of David, as head of the nation,
and blessing the people.

OBADIAH

Is the judgment of Edom for their hatred of Israel, warning them that the day of the Lord is upon all the
heathen, while deliverance should be in Mount Zion, and thence holiness and blessing, and the kingdom
be the Lord's.

JONAH

Is the witness that, though God has chosen Israel, He has not given up His right as a faithful Creator in
mercy over all the earth, while those that are connected with Himself must be subject to His power and
bow to His grace: otherwise the sense of favour is unfaithfulness and self-exaltation. At the same time we
get a type of death and resurrection as the way of blessing.

12 MICAH.
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In Micah we have the general judgment of the people, Samaria and Jerusalem, for their transgressions,
iniquities, and idolatry, and their rejection of the testimony of (God. Hence the whole land is treated as
polluted, and no longer the rest of His people, who must arise and depart. He judges the princes and their
prophets, brings in the power of the Spirit to judge even the chosen city of the Lord, but announces its
re-establishment by Jehovah in grace in the last days; bringing in the siege of Jerusalem by the heathen,
in fulfilment of God's counsels, though in consequence of the rejection of Christ, on account of which they
were given up; and shews that the same Christ stands as their peace and defence, when the Assyrian
comes in, in the last days. The remnant of Israel becomes the people of blessing to, and power over,
others, while all evil in it is judged and destroyed, as well as the heathen who have come up against it.
Having thus spoken of the restoration in the last days he returns and insists on the righteousness of God's
ways, contrasts the attempt at ceremonially pleasing Him with the practising of iniquity which He hates,
closing with the looking to Him to restore and feed His people as the God who passes by iniquity.

NAHUM.

The power of the world, or man as such, put down for ever; but with the testimony of the faithfulness of the
Lord in the midst of His vengeances, and hence blessing to those that trust in Him and wait for Him. It is
still the Assyrian Babylon is another thing altogether.

HABAKKUK

Is the soul exercised by the iniquity of God's people - first, with indignation thereat, and then with distress
at their being destroyed by those who are God's rod to chasten them. He then gets the answer of God,
shewing that He knows the pride of the wicked, and will judge it, and that the righteous man must live by
trusting in Him. Lastly, he rises above all to the glorious power of God, exercised in the salvation of His
people, so that he trusts in Him, come what will.

13 ZEPHANIAH.

In Zephaniah we get the utter judgment of the land for iniquity, hypocrisy, and idolatry, at the great day of
the Lord, and of all the neighbouring nations around - everything of man's natural power, Jerusalem
among them, because of her iniquity, though distinctly brought out as the special object of displeasure, as
connected with the Lord. The prophecy then singles out the remnant in a very distinct and definite way,
calling on them to wait on the Lord, who leaves them as an afflicted and poor people but delivered by the
judgments which He executes, and rests in His love over Jerusalem, making it a name and praise among
all people.

HAGGAI

Is occupied with the house, and declares that its latter glory will be greater than its first, at the time when
He shakes all nations, and therewith encourages them to build, declaring that His Spirit went with them' as
from Egypt, and that He will overthrow the throne of all kingdoms, but establish Christ under the name of
Zerubbabel, as the elect man, as the signet on His right hand.

ZECHARIAH

Is particularly occupied with Jerusalem, and so shews the Lord dealing with all nations, having Jerusalem
as a centre, using one nation to cast out another, till His purposes are accomplished; and then, when the
glory has come, establishing Himself at Jerusalem. In the person of Joshua, the high priest, He justifies
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her against the adversary; He declares He will come, and puts all wisdom, the omniscience of His
government, in Jerusalem. He prophesies of the perfection of the administrative order in the kingdom and
priesthood, and the judgment of all corrupt pretension to it, which is shewn to be Babylonish, and builds
the temple of the land by means of the Branch; judging the hostile power of the world, and using all this to
encourage them at that time in building the temple. Thus far is one prophecy (chaps. 1-6).

In the next He takes occasion, by those who inquire whether they are yet to fast for the ruin of Jerusalem,
to promise her restoration (only now, for the present, on the ground of responsibility); declares He will
protect His house against all surrounding enemies; brings in Christ in humiliation, but carries it on to the
time of glory, and of executing judgment by Judah upon Greece (Javan), gathering all the scattered ones.
In chapters 11-14 we have the details of Christ's rejection, and the foolish and idolatrous shepherd, when
He judges all the nations as meddling with Jerusalem, defends Jerusalem, brings them to repentance, and
opens the fountain for their cleansing; and we then get, in contrast with the false spirit of prophecy, Christ's
humiliation, the sparing of a remnant, when the body of the people are cut off from Judea at the end, with
the final deliverance and the sanctifying of Jerusalem by the presence of the Lord, making her the centre
of all worship upon earth.

14 In chapter 13:5 we see Christ, the servant of man, the rejected one of the Jews, and the smitten of
Jehovah. Read "for man possessed me from my youth." It then appears that it was among His friends He
had been wounded in His hands; and the great secret of all comes out, that He is Jehovah's fellow, and
smitten of Him. Note, where Christ is owned as God, He calls the saints His fellows; and where, as here,
He is in deepest humiliation, God calls Him His fellow.

In these books, Haggai and Zechariah, the Jews are never called God's people, except in prospect of the
future.

MALACHI.

We have here the testimony of the Jews' total failure when restored, according to what has gone before, in
spite of God's electing love, which He still maintains; and then the Lord comes, sending a messenger
before His face, but comes in thoroughly sifting and purifying judgment, owns the remnant who spake one
to another in the fear of the Lord, in the midst of the wickedness, lifts them up, and sets them over the
power of the wicked, the Sun of Righteousness rising upon them for healing. But at the same time He calls
them back to the law of Moses, with the promise of sending them Elijah the prophet to turn their hearts.

THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The four Gospels give us Christ upon earth; the Acts the establishing the church in connection with Peter
and with Paul, either in connection with the Jews, or lifting it up above them; the Epistles, partly addressed
to particular churches in apostolic care, partly unfoldings of doctrine for the edification of saints, with the
notice of the decay and departure from the truth of the church as formed on earth; and then the
connection, through this decay and corruption, of the earthly church system, with the government and
kingdom which were coming in. This last is the Apocalypse.

15 MATTHEW.

In Matthew we have Christ as Messiah, son of Abraham and son of David, according to the promise -
Jehovah Emmanuel - bringing in the testimony of the kingdom and its healing power, laying down the
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principles on which men could enter into it (that is, the character of the remnant); and then displaying the
various power which characterized and verified His coming. Passing on, though with enduring patience -
patience which endures till He comes again - to His rejection by the nation, and the setting up of the
kingdom in a mysterious way in the absence of the King, He still continues for the present His
ministrations till His hour was come, but reveals the substitution of the church, and the kingdom in glory,
for its present setting up by His presence. He then goes up to Jerusalem, arraigns the nation as a whole
and in its various classes, and then subjects Himself to the whole distress and power of evil and of Satan
which reigned in Israel, and to the smiting of the Lord of Hosts in the cup which He had to drink. He is
raised from the dead, meets His disciples on the old prophetic ground of the remnant in Galilee, and
commands them to disciple all nations in the new name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; but we have no
ascension to heaven.

Some special things are, that in chapter 10 He gives a testimony exclusively to Israel, which embraces all
the time from His presence there to His coming as Son of man, provided the Jews are in the land. In
chapter 23, in speaking to His disciples, He recognizes as subsisting Moses' seat. In chapter 21 He
presents Himself as King, riding on an ass, according to Zechariah; then, having, as above, recognized
Moses' seat, He declares the utter judgment of that generation as guilty of the blood of all the righteous,
puts His disciples in the place of persecuted testimony, the house being left empty till they own Him as
coming in the name of Jehovah; passing over all time until the abomination of desolation is set up, and
thereupon, after the great tribulation, He appears in glory, and gathers all Israel. We have also
parenthetically the various forms of the judgment of those who profess His name in His absence, and then
the judgment of the nations on His return.

16 MARK.

In Mark we get the Lord's service (and therefore nothing of His birth) and specially His service as prophet.
Matthew brings out the order of the facts, with a view to the development of principles, while Mark gives
them chronologically. Luke has the same chronology as Mark, where he has any at all.

In Mark, as he reveals Christ's present service, we have in the parable of the sowing Christ's activity in the
field at the beginning, and its cessation till the end, when He is again active in the harvest. All the
intermediate particulars given by Matthew are omitted here.

In the prophecy on the Mount of Olives we have more references than in Matthew to the disciples' service.
The commission in Mark is to preach the gospel to every creature.

LUKE.

In Luke you get, first of all, a beautiful exhibition of the state of the pious remnant in Israel, at the time of
our Lord's first appearing, and the working of the Spirit of God among them, and at the same time the
public state of the nation in connection with the Gentiles (chap. 1). You get the whole political world set in
motion to bring a carpenter to Bethlehem (chap. 2). In connection with this remnant John the Baptist
comes, announcing Him who is to baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire (chap. 3).

You now get the genealogy from Adam (having had Israel), and Luke gives us Christ as the Son of man in
perfect moral display upon earth, and the grace of God which was displayed in His coming, although still
serving in the midst of Israel. This service is unfolded in the various forms of grace, with particular
reference to its moral elements, and shewing its extension to Gentiles, and the breaking up of covenant
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relations with the Jews, distinguishing not merely the character of the remnant, but the disciples as the
remnant, "Blessed are ye poor," etc. (4-7).

We get (in the demoniac of Gadara) a special picture, consequently, of the healing of the remnant in
Israel, of the ruin of the people, and the mission of the delivered remnant, left as a witness instead of
going with Him (chap. 8). In the transfiguration we find special reference to His intercourse with Moses and
Elias as to His decease, insistence on the Son of man's being delivered up, and the judgment of self in all
its forms, the declaration that the unbelief of the whole generation, including His disciples, will close His
whole connection with Israel, and the claim of absolute devotedness to Himself (chap. 9).

Then we see the patient service of Christ to Israel in sending out the seventy, but warning them it was
final, and bringing in judgment, and intimating that whatever power He gave them in connection with the
kingdom, their delight should be rather that they belonged to heaven. We then get, further, the principle of
grace in dealing as a neighbour, instead of the claim of God towards a neighbour; the word and prayer
with the gift of the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him, and the hearing of prayer (this is all transition); the
judgment of scribes and Pharisees for the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, by which He had proved
that the kingdom of God was come among them, and bound the power of the enemy, so that He could
deliver all who were under it; but that now, in the state in which the nation was, He was the test of
deliverance and of going right, and they would be left to the power of Satan, of which they spoke.

The hearing of the word was of more consequence than association with Israel according to the flesh - of
more consequence than any fleshly tie. Thus the men of Nineveh and the queen of Sheba should rise up
in judgment against that generation, and the blood of all the prophets should be found in them. They
should be tested by apostles and prophets being sent to them; but these they would slay (chaps. 10, 11).

17 He then teaches the disciples to trust in God for everything, and to confess Him, the Lord Jesus, in the
presence of all this opposition; and that the Holy Ghost should be given them; so that they who resisted
and blasphemed the Holy Ghost in them should be judged as they who did it in Him. He taught them (the
disciples) that all things should be made manifest. They were to be careful for nothing, but to seek the
kingdom which it was the Father's good pleasure to give them. They were to have their treasure in
heaven, and wait for the Lord. He then gives the character of the faithful and unfaithful servant in His
absence - shews that His testimony will bring in division among men, even into families - warns the people
to take notice of the signs of the times, and that even of themselves they ought to judge what was right;
Jehovah being as one going with them to judgment, and they must agree with Him by the way (chap. 12).

18 We have then, in chapters 13 and 14, both in a parabolical way and in direct instructions, the setting
aside of Israel, and the letting in of the Gentiles, with a declaration that, in order to follow Him, men must
take up their cross, and be the salt of the earth.

In chapters 15 and 16, the ways of God in grace we have with sinners, still connected with the setting
aside of Judaism. Thus we have, first, grace seeking and receiving sinners; secondly, future hopes
substituted for present enjoyments; and, lastly, the veil drawn aside; so that what is heavenly is contrasted
with all that had in Judaism been promised to such as were outwardly faithful.

You then get warnings against being an occasion of stumbling to little ones; and, on the other side, if there
be an offence, exhortations to forgive it - the power of faith in the disciples; but that whatever is done, it is
no more than duty. Liberty from Israel is then shewn to be the privilege when the Lord is owned in Christ's
person. The kingdom was among them in His person; but He would come unexpectedly in His glory, and
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execute judgment, but know how to discern the righteous from the wicked. In the distress of that day, and
at all times, men were to persevere in calling on God, and reckoning on His answer. Lowliness of mind is
urged, both in respect to our faults and in regard to the spirit of meekness. The danger of riches, as a
hindrance to entering the kingdom, is pointed out, and the sure blessing of giving up all for Christ (chaps.
17, 18).

He now goes up to Jerusalem by Jericho. This in all three Gospels is a distinct chronological point when
He begins to deal again, and finally, with the Jews. Even here Luke brings out grace in Zacchaeus; and
though a publicans the Lord owns him as a son of Abraham, He is owned as Son of David, yet brings in
grace; "for the Son of man is come to seek and save that which was lost." Next the parable of the servants
to whom money is entrusted differs in Luke, in that the responsibility of man is more brought out. Each
gets the same sum, and a different reward according to what he has gained; whereas in Matthew He gives
to each according to his wisdom and the capacity of each; and they all get the same reward. In His riding
into Jerusalem we have to notice the expression, "Peace in heaven,"” which is peculiar to Luke, and
indicates that Christ destroys Satan's power in heaven, and settles peace there, in order to introduce the
kingdom. It is here He weeps over Jerusalem - the historical place for the incident (chap. 19).

19 In His answer to the Sadducees, when the different classes are arraigned (chap. 20), we have the
introduction of the power of the first resurrection, as the proof of being the children of God. Here, as in
Matthew, we get His exaltation to the right hand of God, as that which confounds the Pharisees as to all
their expectations of the kingdom. He judges the scribes, and owns the poor widow who puts in her mite
as better than all the rich.

Then in the prophecy (chap. 21) He does take notice, which Matthew does not, of the immediately coming
destruction of Jerusalem, and does not speak of the abomination of desolation, but of Jerusalem being
compassed with armies; referring, consequently on that first destruction, to the times of the Gentiles being
fulfilled. He enters a great deal more into the spirit in which His disciples are to give their testimony, and
meet the difficulties attending it.

We find here, at the passover, the extreme evil of man's heart, strife among them which should be the
greatest. There is sifting by Satan, with special reference to Simon, for whom Christ had prayed; with
distinct notice of the change of circumstances now from those of the time in which He exercised power, so
as to secure them on the earth.

In the scene at Gethsemane and on the cross we have the Lord Jesus presented much more fully as man,
and His own perfectness, faithfulness, and grace in them. It is not here Jehovah smiting His fellow, as in
Matthew, but we see Him sweating as it were great drops of blood. It is the man suffering, and the
perfection of faith and grace in the man so suffering (chaps. 22, 23).

This characterizes Luke all through, You oftener find Him praying, of which | may mention two instances,
His baptism and His transfiguration. Another circumstance may be remarked, as regards Luke's gospel, as
characteristic - the bringing together a quantity of circumstances in a single general expression, and
dilating on some patrticular one which brings out some great moral beauty and truth, such as the journey to
Emmaus, and others. If we have the case of Herod in Luke, and Pilate and Herod becoming friends
through their enmity to Christ, we have here also the thief on the cross, His opening paradise to him
immediately in contrast with the kingdom, and His intercession for the Jews. | may add, the uselessness of
natural feeling for Christ where He is not followed.
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20 You may remark the power of Christ in unspent unexhausted life when commending His spirit to the
Father. The centurion owns Him here as the righteous man, and the effect also on the spectators and on
Joseph the counsellor is stated.

Besides the detail of the two going to Emmaus, we may remark that He unfolds the scriptures, in chapter
24, to them, and makes Himself known to them in that which was the sign of death. He presents Himself
very fully as the same man, Jesus' and eats in the presence of His disciples. He again insists on the
scriptures as to be fulfilled, and that, as the book which we have in the Old Testament (law, prophets, and
psalms) to this day. He opens their understanding to understand the scriptures, insisting upon this, that
thus it is written. The mission given is that of repentance and remission of sins in His hame among all
Gentiles, beginning at Jerusalem. They were to be His witnesses, but were to wait for the promise of the
Father, the Holy Ghost from heaven; and, in the act of blessing them, He ascends.

We have nothing here of Galilee, which we have in Matthew and John, where we have the Jewish thing.
That was the connection with the remnant of Israel, while this is His connection with heaven.

JOHN.

In John we have the divine person of the Lord, specially as life and light, and, supplementary to that, the
sending of the Comforter down here in His place, and then a brief view of the whole course of
dispensations until the millennial kingdom.

The first eighteen verses present the person of the Lord Jesus: in verses 1-5, abstractedly, as to His
nature, and the effect of His appearing; verses 6-11, John's testimony to this, and the effect of his coming;
verses 12, 13, the effect and way of grace; verses 14-18, the Word made flesh; verses 19-34, John's
testimony to what He would be as to His work and effectual power for man - Lamb of God, Baptizer with
the Holy Ghost, owned here Son of God by the Holy Ghost descending on Him. In verses 35-42, John's
testimony historically gathers to Him (this is the first day of active gathering); verse 43 to end, the Lord
gathers. This, therefore, embraces all the dealing with the remnant during Christ's life, and hereatfter, till
He is owned by the remnant at the end, represented by Nathanael. Hence He is owned as Son of God,
King of Israel, but takes a wider title too, that of Son of man, on whom the angels wait. Read "henceforth,"
for hereafter.

21 Note here particularly (v. 38-42), Christ is the centre, hence divine (else turning us away from God),
God manifest in the flesh; and secondly, the path through the world - follow me. The world condemned,
Christ separates out of it to Himself, as God anew revealed; and is the only path through it as man. In
verse 51 He has a third character - heaven opened on Him as man, and the angels waiting upon man. He
is the object of an opened heaven as man. Note, our part is as Stephen's - heaven opened to us, and He,
Son of man, there. Note too, Christ has not an object to look at, but every man has one - He is the object.

Chapter 2:1-22 is the double character of the third-day (millennial action) in Israel; the marriage; and
purifying judgment.

The Lord (v. 23-25) does not accept a present reception according to the intelligence of flesh; but, chapter
3, a man must be born again. This is true even for the earthly promises made to Israel. But the thoughts of
God for man go on to heaven, from whence the Son of man came down, where, in His divine person, He
is, and whereof He speaks. God loves the world, and gives Him for individual faith not to perish. This
introduces the cross, the Son of man lifted up like the serpent - the Son of God given. Condemnation
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hangs on believing or not in the Son of God, and it is because light is come into the world, and men love
darkness. This is a great moral truth altogether outside Israel. He has fully revealed heaven as He knows
it, and made man, by believing in Him, fit for it. John then bears witness to Christ, in contrast with himself
and to his testimony, as divine and heavenly, as the One to whom His Father has given all; believing in
whom a man has life; not believing, will not see life, wrath abides on him. All this ministry was previous to
His entering on His public ministry, which took place after John's casting into prison.

22 Chapter 4. The jealousy of the Jews drives Him from Judea. In the woman of Samaria the new thing
from outside and independent of Judaism is, in principle, brought in: God present to give, but in
humiliation, which blessedly inspires confidence to ask, and He gives the desire, and spiritual spring rising
to eternal life within man. But nature cannot receive spiritual things. God reaches the conscience by the
word. This is recognized as of Him, and then Christ is known and owned as Saviour of the world. And
though salvation be of the Jews, God, who is a Spirit, must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. And the
Father (the name now revealed in grace) seeks such to worship Him, meeting a needy soul. This is Jesus'
joy in grace.

Chapter 5. Law, with all its ordinances, can do nothing through the weakness of the flesh; but the truth
now is, that the Father and the Son are working, not man. They cannot have their sabbath in sin and
misery. Such a sabbath is not owned; but as the Father has life in Himself, so He has given to Jesus the
Son to have life in Himself, and He quickens whom He will; and committed all judgment to Him,* that all
should honour Him as they honour the Father. There is no confusion in these ways of honouring Him. He
who hears His word, and believes on the Father who sent Him, has everlasting life, does not come into
judgment, but is passed from death unto life. There is then a resurrection to life, and another to judgment
(v. 30-47). He is presented as life to the responsibility of man, witnessed by John Baptist, His works, the
Father, the scriptures; but they would not come to have it. The Jews would not receive Him: when the
false one comes in his own name, they will, as they rejected Moses' writings, which spoke of Christ and
His words now.

{*Though largely shown to be God, the Lord is, from chapter 1:14, always looked at in John as a man
living on earth, only manifesting the Father.}

Chapter 6 is a picture of the order of God's ways in Christ. Prophet already, He would not be King, but
goes on high alone to pray. During this time the disciples are toiling without Him against the wind; He
rejoins them, and they are at land. This is in connection with the passover, and Christ's proving Himself
the Jehovah of Psalm 132. Instead of that now, He is the bread come down from heaven to give life to the
world, and must be received inwardly as incarnate, but also as dying, as there is no life in any man; but it
is spiritually. Also He was going up, Son of man where He was before.

23 Chapter 7. The Jews (His brethren) do not believe on Him, and He cannot shew Himself to the world.
This is the feast of tabernacles; but He promises the Spirit to those that believe, instead of His visible
presence, as rivers of living water (before as springing up unto eternal life). Jews (of Judea) and people
(Galilee, etc.) are distinguished.

Chapter 8 gives the word rejected; chapter 9 the works.

In chapter 8 Christ is the light of the world, dealing with conscience in contrast with the difference between
gross sins and sinfulness, and is the Light to lead. His word is the absolute expression of Himself. He is
from above; unbelieving man is from beneath, of the devil, who is a liar and a murderer, and abode not in
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the truth. He is God. The Jews reject Him.

In chapter 9 He gives eyes to see. This is by incarnation, which in itself gives no sight, but when by the
Spirit and word, He is thereupon known as the sent One, it does. He is confessed as Prophet, and then
believed as Son, through the word received. The sheep are thus put out, but He goes before.

Chapter 10 gives us His care of them. He comes in by the appointed way; then He is the appointed way,
giving salvation, liberty, and pasture; He lays down His life for the sheep, yet knows them, and they Him
still - as His Father knew Him, and He His Father; laying down His life, He becomes the especial object
and motive for His Father's love. He has other sheep (Gentiles), and there is to be one flock (not fold), one
Shepherd. He goes from His obedient lowliness to being one with His Father. Father and Son are the
names of grace.

In chapter 11 He is declared Son of God by resurrection-power. He is the Resurrection and Life. This
answers to the character of His presence. When present, the dead live - the living do not die. But while
shewing divine power, He is the dependent Son as man - feels for and with us, but is always heard.

In chapter 12 He is Son of David, and the time of His glory as Son of man is come; but then He must die.
But before this He is received at Bethany, where the taught remnant enter into His death, laying the
ground for the new thing, while thereon the enmity ripens. His death, as rejected by the hopeless and
judicially blinded hostility of Israel, now comes fully before us.

24 Chapter 13. His departure does not close His service to His disciples. He fits them to be with Him when
He cannot stay with them; and this is essentially necessary according to His true nature and glory. He
came from God, and went to God, and the Father had given all things into His hand. Perfect original, and
now in human nature continued divine purity and perfectness, and glorious position, with man traitorously
hostile, He loved His own in this world absolutely and through all to the end. And having regenerated them
by the word, He washes their feet as their servant, gives them like service as their example, shews His
personal love to them, the advantage of habitual nearness to Him to be able to know His mind. On Judas
going out He shews that the foundation of the new, but essential and everlasting, relationship with God is
laid in the cross, under the title of Son of man. The Son of man is glorified in it, for what so glorious to man
as to glorify and make good all the essential attributes of God? God is glorified in Him, and then does not
walit for the kingdom or conferred glory of inheritance, but glorifies Him in Himself, and does it immediately.
He then puts them, on His leaving them, on love to one another, and warns Peter he could not follow Him
now. The path was through death, destruction, and wrath for man, as having only natural life. Note, in the
washing, the first is washed all over, bathed. This cannot be repeated. It is the feet which pick up dirt in the
walk; but the believer therewith is clean every whit, once for all.

In chapter 14 first, the Lord shews that, absent, He is an object of faith as God was. He did not go to be at
ease, and they left in distress. If that had been the end, He would have told them. He went to prepare a
place for them in His Father's house, and would come again and receive them. Then we learn what they
had in His presence, and what they would have after His departure. They knew where He went, for He
was going to the Father, and they had seen the Father in Him. They knew the way, for in coming to Him
they found the Father. But on His going He would ask, and the Father would send, another Comforter to
stay, as Christ could not, and to dwell in them. He had as yet been only among them. Through this last fact
they would know Him, If a man kept His words, His Father would love him, and He, Jesus, would manifest
Himself to Him; and if he kept His word, His Father and He would come and make their abode with him.
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He left peace with them, giving them His own peace. Next, he expected in His disciples such love that they
should be glad He went, that is, be interested in His happiness - immense witness of nearness.

25 In chapter 15 Christ replaces Israel, the old but not true vine on the earth, and the disciples are
branches, clean through the word. The Father purified the fruit-bearing - cut off the unfruitful branches.
They were to abide in Him, and He in them. If a man (not they) did not, he would be cast out and burnt. If
they abode in Him, and His words abode in them, they would dispose of power. Dependence, confidence
first, Christ's words - the forming desires and thoughts next. In bearing fruit they would resemble Him.

Next, they were to abide in His love, This by obedience; and all this that their joy might be full. They were
to love one another, as He had loved them. He laid down His life for His friends: they were such (not He
their friend - that He is to sinners; but they His) - this that they might love one another. The world would
hate them, as it had Him. Next, the Comforter would come, and testify of Him. He would as glorified send
Him; and they would testify of Him as having been with Him.

Note in chapter 14 the Father sends the Comforter, He brings all to their remembrance that He had said to
them. Thus their witness was made good. But He would also reveal His heavenly glory. Here He sends
Him from the Father.

Chapter 16 is the Comforter, as present down here and His work in the world and in the church, in contrast
with their own state in a hostile world and blinded Judaism. The disciples, absorbed with their loss, did not
look to what God was bringing about; yet the Comforter's presence was worth His leaving. He would
demonstrate to the world sin, righteousness, and judgment - sin in rejecting Christ; for His presence
proved the rejected one, gone to the Father - righteousness, as He, having deserved it, was there (God's
righteousness), and the world (disciples and all), who had rejected Him, would never see Him again. The
breach was absolute. The world was convinced of judgment, because its prince was judged who had led it
against Christ, in that the proof that Christ's power over him and his wickedness was there. Judgment was
proved, for Satan's position was a judged one already. The Comforter would guide the disciples into all
truth - shew them things to come - shew them Christ's things, that is, all the Father had. However in a little
He would see them again (that is, after His resurrection), and they would enter into the consciousness of
their relationship with the Father. As yet they would be scattered, and leave Him alone; but He had the
Father with Him, and they might be of good cheer, He had overcome the world.

26 In chapter 17 Christ addresses the Father ere He departs.

Verses 1-5. He lays the ground of all He has to ask. He is to be glorified as Son, and as having finished
the work - the kind of glory in relationship, and our title also to enter. He has power over all flesh, to give
eternal life to those given to Him, a double headship over man, and in life to saints given to Him. The
knowledge of the Father and of Him as sent is eternal life.

Verses 6-8 put the disciples in their position. He manifested the Father's name to them: so the relationship
was founded. They knew Him as having all things from the Father, not Messiah's Jewish glory from
Jehovah. All the Father's communications to Him in His position He had given to them, so that they might
enjoy it fully as well as have it.

In verses 9-13 He prays for them, not for the world, but for those given Him of the Father, the disciples. His
grounds are, they are the Father's (all is mutually possessed), and He, Christ, is glorified in them; the
object, that they might have His joy complete in them.
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In verses 14-19 they are put in the place of His testimony, the word (not words) that was in connection with
place of relationship; not of the world, as Christ was not, but not to be taken out of it, but kept from euvil.
They were to be morally set apart to the Father by the truth - the Father's word. They are sent by Christ
into the world as He by the Father. And He set Himself apart to the Father as heavenly man, that the Holy
Ghost, taking what He was, might set these apart. It was Christ as well as truth, but still truth.

27 In verses 20, 21, He prays that those that believe through their word should be one in the Father and
Son, that the world may believe.

In verses 22, 23, He has given them the glory, that they may be one in the display of glory that the world
may know.

In verses 24-26 He would have them where He is who was loved before the world was. They are loved as
He was, and He had and would declare the Father's name, that they might enjoy it, He being in them.

Chapter 18. We have to remark the character both of Gethsemane and the cross. It is still the Son of God
above the temptation, seen out of the suffering; no "if it be possible let the cup pass"; no "why hast thou
forsaken me?" but they go backward and fall to the ground, and He puts Himself forward that they
[disciples] may escape untouched. And on the cross - knowing that one scripture has yet to be fulfilled,
and recommending His mother to the beloved disciple, and charging him to be to her as a son - He gives
up His own spirit. So He heals in the garden. Peter denies Him. So He answers the chief priests and
Pilate, in calm superiority, leaving the former to settle it, to the latter witnessing to Himself as truth, yet
submitting to him as to power given from above. The Jews deny all king but Caesar. The Jews are treated
with slight, as everywhere in this Gospel. Of Him not a bone is broken, but He is with the rich in His death.

Chapter 20. We have a picture of the whole time, from the remnant then through the church period on to
the remnant converted when they see the Lord. Mary Magdalene, who represents the remnant, called as a
sheep by her name, is attached personally to Him; then the disciples become brethren, in the same
relationship to God and the Father as Himself, are gathered and peace theirs, when they receive the Holy
Ghost, and are sent by Christ for remission of sins; lastly the remnant (Thomas), who did not believe
without, do on seeing; but they are specially blessed who have believed without seeing. Thus twice He
had shewn Himself.

Chapter 21. Next comes the great gathering of the millennial time, when the net does not break at all:
Christ had some already on shore; these are brought in from the great waters. Peter, restored, has to care
for Christ's sheep, specially the Jewish flock; John is left to watch in his ministry over the church saints
and witness of God till Christ comes: this carries us on to the Apocalypse. Thus we have the Peter ministry
of the Jewish church with John's epistles and Apocalypse (these refer to Christ's appearing). The Paul
ministry comes in between, and speaks of the hidden mystery, the church and the rapture, before the
appearing.

28 ACTS.

This book, at its beginning, links directly on to the close of Luke, and we find the disciples acting in the
intelligence of the scriptures without the power of the Holy Ghost yet given. Then, the Acts of the Apostles
embraces the revelation of the gift of the Holy Ghost and His workings: first, at Jerusalem, where He is
rejected by Israel; next, in His free operation outside lIsrael; and, lastly, in Paul, connected with the
revelation of the church among the Gentiles at large, closing with his being delivered by the Jews to the
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Gentiles and his being sent a prisoner to Rome.

The coming of the Holy Ghost, while not undoing the result of Babel, overleaps it in grace by the gift of
tongues, the first sign of His presence. We see the moral effects of His presence in devotedness and
unity, and, forming the assembly, the remnant in Israel are added to it. "The Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved." But He still proposes to Israel the return of Christ (founded on Christ's
intercession on the cross) upon their repentance; while declaring that the heavens must receive Him till
the times when all that the prophets had said should be established; but Israel rejects His testimony. The
Holy Ghost thus come down is received of Christ for this, consequent on His exaltation. They pursue their
testimony in patience in spite of Israel's opposition, and are confirmed in the power of the Holy Ghost. The
Spirit is manifested in power, as God's presence in the assembly on earth, searching the hearts of men.
He ministers to unity and order even in temporal things, and acts now in liberty according to faith and
faithfulness in instruments of His own choice. This free action of the Holy Ghost calls out the final
judgment of Israel, on every principle of relationship of God with man (but their conduct is characterized
throughout by resistance to the Holy Ghost); but this is accompanied by the opening of heaven to him
who, on the other hand, was filled with the Holy Ghost and gave the testimony they now resisted. His
thorough likeness to Christ, through seeing Him in glory, is beautifully brought out; his death on the earth,
and his being received into heaven. The making good church blessings in connection with Israel plainly
becomes impossible. Here it is that Saul, the enemy, first comes in.

29 And now, before turning to any more positive facts, you get the free action of the Holy Ghost extending
the gospel outside Jerusalem, consequent on persecution. Next, we find Saul, the apostle of enmity
against Christ, broken and brought down by Christ, revealed in supreme heavenly glory, but identifying all
Christians with Himself, as being Himself, "why persecutest thou me?"

Peter's testimony to Christ has been that the Messiah, the Prince of life, whom they had rejected, God had
exalted; Paul's immediately is that He is the Son of God. Peter never preaches Him as Son of God. Paul's
preaching consequently embraces the two points of the heavenly glory and the unity of the saints with
Christ, and his preaching Christ as the Son of God. But Saul, while owned of the disciples, is for the time
laid aside. Then the Peter - ministry continues; and the first Gentile is added to the church as existing
among the Jews by his means, to maintain its constituted unity. The previous free action of the Holy Ghost
outside Jerusalem at Samaria had been connected with it by Peter and John going down, and the
disciples' receiving the Holy Ghost by the laying on of their hands. We now find the same free action of the
Holy Ghost going to mere Gentiles in the great Grecian capital, Antioch. The connection is still kept up by
the apostles sending Barnabas there, who goes and fetches Saul. We have then the testimony through
prophets (another sign of the Holy Ghost), this same connection being maintained in another way, The
prophets come from Jerusalem, and in result they of Antioch send help to those in Judea. We have then
the proof of the service of angels to the church. This closes this part of the Acts.

The Holy Ghost now calls, through prophets, for the separation of Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which He had called them, and they are sent forth by the Holy Ghost. It is a new kind of apostle. The first
thing we find is a figure of the total blinding of the Jews who resist the Holy Ghost, and the eyes of
Gentiles opened to believe. Notwithstanding this, Paul (for he is now called Paul) according to the Lord's
mind goes always first to the Jews, and afterwards to the Greeks. John Mark leaves them. After having
preached round, they choose elders for the churches, of whom we here read first among Gentiles. He then
returns to Antioch, and there we find what the laying on of hands had been: that is, they had been
recommended to the grace of Go
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