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1 Peter 4:12
by John Gill

Believers should not think it strange concerning the fiery trial, but rather seeit as an opportunity for their faith
and love to be tested and refined.

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:12
Topics: "Suffering For Christ", "Faith Under Trial"

Description

John Gill emphasizes that believers should not be surprised by the fiery trials they face, whether it be the
impending destruction of Jerusalem or the daily afflictions and persecutions for their faith. He reassures
them of their beloved status in God's eyes, despite the hardships, and reminds them that such trials are a
common experience for God's people throughout history. These afflictions serve to test and refine their
faith, love, and hope, much like gold is purified in fire. Gill encourages the saints to view these challenges
as purposeful and beneficial, rather than strange or uncommon, as they are part of the journey toward

glory.

Transcript

Ver. 12. Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial,....

By which may be meant either the destruction of Jerusalem, which was at hand, and of which the apostle
may be thought to give the Jews he writes to notice of before hand; that they might be prepared for it, and
not be overwhelmed with consternation and amazement when they should hear of it; who, though in other
countries, must be affected with it, and would be a trying dispensation to them: or else the afflictions and
persecutions which daily come upon them, for the sake of Christ and his Gospel; signified by "fire" or
"burning”, because grievous to the flesh, and gave great uneasiness, distress, and pain to it; and because
of the fury of men, and the violence and fierceness of their rage, expressed thereby; as also because the
people of God under them are sometimes ready to conceive that the wrath of God is poured out, like fire,
upon them.

But the apostle would not have these saints entertain any such thoughts, and therefore he calls them
"beloved”; that is, of God, as they were notwithstanding all the fiery trials and afflictions which were
brought upon them; or he means, that they were beloved by him, and dear unto him, and other saints,
though they were ill treated and reproached by the world: the Syriac and Arabic versions read, "my
beloved"; and the Ethiopic version, "our brethren": and the apostle exhorts them not to look upon their
afflictions that either did or should attend them as strange and uncommon things; since afflictions, of
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whatsoever kind, are not things of chance, and do not rise up out of the dust, but are by the appointment,
and according to the will of God; and are also the common lot of the people of God in all ages, from the
beginning of the world, the same afflictions are accomplished in others; yea, Christ himself endured the
same hatred, reproach, and contradiction of sinners, against himself; and they are what he has given his
people reason to expect, having told them of them before hand, that they might not be offended at them;
and as they lay in his way to glory, it need not seem strange that the saints also should, through many
tribulations, enter the kingdom.

Moreover, this fiery dispensation, be it what it will, was not to destroy them, but to try them, and that for
their good, profit, and advantage; just as gold and silver are tried in the fire, and lose their dross, and
become purer and brighter:

which is to try you; afflictions try the graces of the saints; as their faith in Christ, which becomes thereby
much more precious than of gold that perisheth; and their love to him, by which it appears that no
tribulation can separate them from it, nor many waters and floods of afflictions drown it; and their hope of
eternal life, which grows more lively and strong, and is as an anchor, sure and steadfast, amidst the
greatest storms.

These try a man's profession of religion, whether it is took up on good principles, and without sinister
views; since, if it is not, when persecution, because of the word, comes, he is offended and gone; and
likewise what a man's principles are, whether worth suffering for or not; and whether they will bear him up,
and he abide by them, when called to suffer for them; and therefore, since such ends are answered by
fiery trials, they should not be looked upon as strange and unusual things: as though some strange thing
happened unto you; which was never known and heard of before; and as if useless, and of no service, and
as foreign to the characters, cases, and circumstances of the saints in this world.

The apostle in this verse returns to his former argument, to animate and encourage the saints in suffering
afflictions patiently for righteousness sake.
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