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Arise, O Lord, in Thine Anger, Lift Up Thyself
Because of the Rage of Mine Enemies

by John Calvin

David's prayer is guided by the word and promise of God, and he maintains fervor in prayer by meditating on

common truths of religion.

Scripture: Psalm 7:6, Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 4:23, Isaiah 26:3

Topics: "Faith And Prayer", "Inward Purity"

Description

John Calvin emphasizes the importance of praying in faith according to God's commands, rather than
selfish desires, by relying on God's word and promises. He highlights the need to mix meditations with
prayers to maintain true confidence and fervor in our communication with God. Calvin points out that
David's declaration of being saved by God as an upright in heart signifies having an approving conscience
and being under God's protection, emphasizing the significance of inward purity and faith.

Transcript

Arise, O Lord, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the
judgment that thou hast commanded. My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. --Psalm
7:6, 10

And, indeed, we can never pray in faith unless we attend, in the first place, to what God commands, that
our minds may not rashly and at random start aside in desiring more than we are permitted to desire and
pray for. David, therefore, in order to pray aright, reposes himself on the word and promise of God; and
the import of his exercise is this: Lord, I am not led by ambition, or foolish headstrong passion, or
depraved desire, inconsiderately to ask from thee whatever is pleasing to my flesh; but it is the clear light
of thy word which directs me, and upon it I securely depend.

Is it not wonderful that David often mingles meditations with his prayers, thereby to inspire himself with
true confidence? We may go to God in prayer with great alacrity; but our fervor, if it does not gather new
strength, either immediately fails or begins to languish. David, therefore, in order to continue in prayer with
the same ardor of devotion and affection with which he commenced, brings to his recollection some of the
most common truths of religion, and by this means fosters and invigorates his faith.
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He declares that as God saves the upright in heart, he is perfectly safe under his protection. Whence it
follows, that he had the testimony of an approving conscience. And as he does not simply say the
righteous, but the upright in heart, he appears to have an eye to that inward searching of the heart and
reins mentioned in the preceding verse. --Commentaries

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/john-calvin/arise-o-lord-in-thine-anger-lift-up-thyself-because-of-the-rage-of-mine
-enemies/
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