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The Director
by Jim Cymbala

Jim Cymbala's sermon emphasizes the sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice, the dangers of legalism, and the
importance of living a Spirit-led life.

Duration: 40:44
Scripture: Matthew 22:39, John 13:34, John 14:15, Romans 13:10, Galatians 5:1, Galatians 5:16, 1 John 4:20
Topics: "Christian Life"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of being led by the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. He
highlights the freedom we have in Christ and warns against using that freedom as an excuse to indulge in
our physical desires. The speaker also addresses the issue of legalism and control within certain religious
groups, emphasizing that salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone. He concludes by emphasizing the
unchanging nature of God's principles and the need to live a holy life as a response to our salvation.

Transcript

Let's prepare our hearts with another thought on our minds. I'd like to teach or talk about something here |
think that's needful. The communion table, the bread and the cup, reminds us that Jesus' work is finished.

What he did on the cross satisfies the justice of God, the holiness of God, and all penalty due us for our
sins has been taken care of by Jesus. How many say amen to that? So when Christ said it is finished,
when he laid down his life, we don't need as unfortunately the mass teaches, the catholic mass teaches,
there's a re-offering up of Christ's body and blood that is once and for all he laid down his life for us and it
is sufficient for our salvation. There's nothing we can add to it.

There's nothing we can do to get more saved. You're saved or you're not saved. You're born again or
you're not born again.

And by faith in Christ, simple childlike faith, we can come into salvation. Now when this message was first
preached in the early church, it caused a conflict with the legalistic mindset of Judaism that was prevalent
and characterized by the Pharisees and their teaching and their leading rabbis. So sometimes when Paul
would go to a city and he would preach the gospel and start a church and he would preach the simple
gospel message, people would get saved, they would be in the Christian church, he would ordain leaders,
sometimes only there a small short period of time, and then he would leave.
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In some of the places he went, in Corinth but especially in the Galatian churches, that's an area, not one
city, the letter to Galatians is that area of Galatia, people would come in after him who were locked into the
law which they said was holy and just and that all of that is true and they would say it can't be that simple.
It can't be that simple. You just can't be saved and have all your sins washed away and have the gift of
eternal life by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, but that's Paul's message.

Confess your sins, believe on them, if you put it all together, confess your sins, repent of them, and then
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved, whether you're a gentile Jew from Africa, from
Puerto Rico, wherever. They came on top of Paul and said no, no, no, no, no, you got to do some other
things because what was good enough for Abraham, let's say circumcision, that was the sign of the
covenant in the Old Testament and Paul in one sentence just dismisses circumcision and says it doesn't
matter if you're circumcised or uncircumcised. The only thing that counts is faith that works by love and
faith in Jesus Christ.

Well, he was doing away with thousands of years of Jewish teaching, so this rankled those who were
traditionalists and didn't understand the new covenant, so they tried to add things and say yes, believe in
Jesus, but if you're male, you got to be circumcised, you got to observe certain feasts, and they would add
on these things. Now, you would think that that would be innocent, but it wasn't. Paul said if you add
anything on to it, now you got to obey the whole law.

If you're trying to earn acceptance by doing something, you want to do something, good, obey the whole
law then. That's the only way you'll be accepted. Paul said if you're anybody circumcised, fine.

If you think you're going to be circumcised to make you acceptable to God, then obey all the rest of the
law, which nobody can do, amen. Paul says we have a freedom in Christ that nobody can come on top of
this message of the gospel. In fact, Paul said any of the gospel that anyone preaches, let that person be
cursed.

If they take away or add anything to that gospel, let them be a curse. That's very strong language, isn't it?
Because what it's saying is that Christ is not all-sufficient. What he did, represented by this communion,
was not enough.

You got to add something to it. You got to do this. You got to read the Bible one hour a day.

You got to do this, then you're saved. You got to join this church. You got to be baptized a certain way,
whatever.

This was the first attack on one side. We don't have it so much anymore, but it can come to people. We
have a young woman here today that grew up in a cult, a Christian cult, that was surrounded by legalism.

She still battles with the brain washing that was in there. This was a control where they told you who you
were going to marry when you were 14 years old. They set that up.

You couldn't leave the state unless the pastor permitted you. It was, you have to belong to this church.
Everyone else is an error.

You have to belong to that church. Anytime you hear that, you know there's trouble, right? Salvation is not
in the Brooklyn Tabernacle. How many say amen? It's in Jesus Christ.
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Paul says, in this letter to Galatians, he starts off with this first verse in chapter 5, and he says, freedom is
what we have. Christ has set us free. Stand then as free people and do not allow yourselves to become
slaves again.

Slaves to what? The law. | got to do more. | got to do better.

I'm not saved yet. | grew up around people who thought that. My mom and dad, they were going to a very,
very legalistic church, so my early life was strict legalism.

The grace of God, accepting it as a gift, that was unheard of. You believe in Jesus, and then you live a
certain good enough life, and then he'll let you go to heaven. But the question is, how good a life? That's
always the question.

And then the devil comes in and always points out that it's not quite good enough. How many know what
I'm talking about? Now you're in condemnation. You know, is my life good enough? Okay, so legalism and
the attack from that side was something that Paul had to address.

But then Paul knew there was an attack on the other side. Not in, am | good enough? But no, | understand
God's grace. | am saved.

I am a child of God. | have put my faith in Christ. So it doesn't matter how | live.
That's more America now, right? 2014. So let's look. Same chapter.
Paul says this. As for you, my friends, you were called to be free. In other words, not under the law.

But do not let this freedom become an excuse for letting your physical desires control you. Instead, let love
make you serve one another. As for you, my friends, believers in Galatia, you were called to be free.

You're not under the law. You're saved by grace through faith. But do not let this freedom become an
excuse.

That word means some other things in other translations. It means, | think one time in my Bible, | wrote
down on that some other translations when | was studying it. Let's see if | can give you some other words.

So maybe it'll help you because that helps me. Sometimes when | read other translations, they give me
some other words. Yeah, here it is.

So it says, don't let that become an excuse or become an incentive or don't let it be. Give a foothold or an
excuse to indulge the flesh. The word in the Greek is S.A.R.X. Sarks, which means human desires apart
from God, which is which are always characterized by self gratification or selfishness.

The root of all sin is selfishness. | want to | want what | want when | want it. I'm angry.
| want to curse at that person. | will curse at that person. | want that money.

It's not mine. I'll find a way to steal it or be crooked and get it, whether it's in the realm of sexual getting
high on drugs or being prejudiced. | hate people of another race.

So I'll indulge that hate. So Paul says, now, now that you're free, you can't get more saved. Grace can
easily become, if we're not careful, an excuse for living any old way.
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It was a man, a minister who had a very large church in Uruguay who got taken up with living with women.
And he got to the place. He's related to a close friend of mine.

And he got to the place where he did it, picked his wife out, started living with different women, having
affairs. And he got to the point where his conscience must have got seared. And he said, listen, it doesn't
matter how we live because God only saves your soul.

The body doesn't matter. Now, this is what he said. And my late father in law actually met him and talked
to him and said, listen, you at one time had a good ministry and he tried to reason with him.

And he said, it was like talking to an empty suit. Nobody was home. So Paul says one side legalism, you
got to do this, do this, do more.

Now you're safe. Now the other side is, no, | am saved by God's grace. How many are saved by God's
grace? How many of you died tonight are going to heaven? Not because of you, but because of Jesus.

Amen. So he said, now Paul's warning the church in Galatia, don't let that assurance, that position, that
peace be a springboard for your flesh. Your human nature is translated a different way.

Your selfish desires to spring into action because praise God, I'm free. It doesn't matter how | live. Now
notice you can't live in certain way, do be saved.

But now that we are saved, he's saying one of the proofs of being saved is that you want to live for Jesus.
When you meet people who are living together and are not convicted about it, and they're not living with
their husband or their wife, and they're there shacking up and living, whether it's a week or five years, and
they come to church and they move and cry. | wouldn't care what they do.

They are not Christians. It is impossible to be a Christian and live in sin. It's impossible.
God will bother you. God will torment you. Come on.

How many of us ever been convicted? Right? That is impossible. No, but that's the way you see it. No,
that's not the way | see it.

That's the way God sees it. That's John and others have all kinds of writing. If anyone says he loves God,
but lives in darkness and he's in the light, he's a liar.

The truth is not in him. I'm not calling him a liar. God saying all of us are liars.

If we live that way, stay in it and come and say, no, but | go to church or my, my mother loved gospel
music or whatever. So let's go to the third passage. Now, what | say is this.

Now, the question is we're going to take communion, but | don't want to take communion and then live in
sin tomorrow. How many are with me? Someone once said, never be afraid of the devil, but sin is
something to be careful about because there's a song that has a line that has always stuck with me.
George Raphael used to sing the song.

I'd rather have Jesus. You know that song? I'd rather have Jesus. And then it says, then houses and right.

And one line says, then be held in sins, dread sway, because sin can be not just what you do. It can
become a current. It can become a river of molten lava coming down a hill.
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So now we don't want to take, we want to thank God for what he's done for us, but we want to live
overcoming lives. We don't want to celebrate communion and then have prejudice or be fighting with
people or be living secret lives of immorality or dishonesty and all of that. How many are with me? Say
amen.

Right. And if you hear people say the other, listen, they got programs now on TV. Someone was telling me
about, | wouldn't watch it if you paid me preachers of this place and preachers of that place and all this
Stuff.

That's all just nonsense. I'm telling you it's nonsense, but the American thing is now live any way you want.
It's you make up your own religion, live any way you want, but go to church on Sunday and you're fine.

And if anyone says different, that's the way you see it. | don't see it that way. Well, | mean, that's, that's
human religion.

That's not God's religion. That's man is the center of religion. That's not God is the center, but Christ is the
center of our religion.

Amen. Okay. So then how he's writing now and he's saying, how do you overcome these things? How do
you live victoriously? And | want you to notice here that he never changes when God saves you.

He never changes your flesh. He never deals with it. He can't be changed.

That's why he doesn't change it. Many of us are trying to change our flesh beat down desires that are just
some of us ingrained since we were teenagers. So let's learn together.

What | say this is let the spirit direct your lives. That's a hymn and you will not satisfy the desires of the
human nature. What's the only way not to satisfy the desires of the human nature? The only way let the
spirit direct your lives.

Let him control you. Let him order your words and your thoughts or walk in the spirit as the King James
has it. Walk in the spirit and you won't fulfill the lust of the flesh.

This is a more contemporary good news Bible translation. Let the spirit direct your lives and you will not
satisfy the desires of the human nature for what our human nature wants is opposed to what the spirit
wants. Hello.

How many know that as a fact say amen. And there's teaching now today that this is false and this is not
true. And Christians who are really saved don't have a flesh nature and all of that.

And that's all nonsense. That's just a new spin on verses that obviously contradicted. He's writing to
Christians what our human nature wants is opposed to what the spirit wants and what the spirit he wants
is opposed to what our human nature wants.

These two are enemies. These are contrary forces. And this means that you cannot do what you want to
do.

What he's saying here is that inside of Jim Simbala is Jim Simbala without Christ. And he is opposed to
the Holy Spirit. Oh, yes, he is.
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And the Holy Spirit now living inside of me, which makes me a Christian, is opposed to Jim Simbala. Oh,
yes, he is. And it says here that these are contrary principles, Jim Simbala and the spirit.

And he said, because of that, there are times in your life when you cannot do what you want to do. You will
to do something and you don't do it. Don't we know that? Look, that can happen.

If everyone lived just exactly the way we want, we'd never sin. Amen. But what's temptation pulling us
away from what we know better in our conscience, in our minds? Am | correct? The easiest way to see
that is when you go on a diet.

Come on. Am | right or wrong? Doctor tells you that the cholesterol is sky high. Your sugar is at 300.
This that the other. And you go, man, | don't want to die. | want to live.
| want to live. Are you kidding? I'm going on a diet. What do you think? I'm stupid.

What do you think? I'm going to die. Nobody can put a gun in my head and make me eat. And then there's
a voice coming from the cupboard.

Chocolate covered pretzels start calling you. Right. Do you know it's bad for you? Do we know sometimes
it's bad for us? Do we know it's not going to help the situation at all? Do we eat it? Yeah.

So that's the perfect illustration for what Paul's trying to say here. Sometimes you want to pray, but the
flesh fights your pray. But let's look at the other thing.

Sometimes this flesh tells you to do things in the spirit says, no, you can't go there. Oh, yeah, that it works
both ways. Think of what the spirit inside of us has saved us from, because once the flesh gets going.

No, | got saved and sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost. | never get tempted. You're also a liar.
You're not telling the truth, right? How many are with me so far? Just lift your hand. Right. So.

He says, and this is true, and people say it's not victorious enough. You got to have it more positive than
that. Listen, you can't be more positive than the Bible.

The Bible is telling us about the struggles all Christians have gone through all Christians. Pastor Tim, do
we know people have gone through these battles? Do we not know Pastor Brian, Pastor Johnson, right?
We all go through everyone, the greatest Christian in the world. Goes through times where they feel that
battle.

So, but now how to win that battle. So he's saying that's, that's the system. That's what's happening on the
ground.

Verse 18. Now, if the spirit leads you, the spirit is controlling you, your words, your thoughts, your actions.
If you're under his control, the name of this tape is the director.

Someone's going to be directing them. Either Jim Simba is going to direct me or the spirit of God is going
to direct me every day, every hour. Someone will be directing me.

Can you face that? Donna, can you face that? Donna tomorrow, either you're going to direct yourself, the
old Donna, or the spirit's going to direct you. God put the Holy spirit in us so we could have an answer. For
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the power of sin, because the Bible says here, if the spirit leads you, then you're not subject to the law.

And what that means is when you do those things that the spirit tells you, there's never going to be a Bible
verse that will contradict you or condemn you because the spirit's going to lead you into love and kindness
and peace and joy. There'll never be a law that will say you shouldn't have done that. You shouldn't have
been done that.

Notice this revolutionary idea of how to be Christlike and godly. It's not trying to be Christlike and godly at
all. It's not trying to be righteous.

It's trying to be led and directed by the Holy spirit who already lives inside of us. | wish somebody would
have told me that when | was young. | bit my lip a thousand times and fasted in the fourth grade trying to,
you know, becomes really what | wanted God to do was change my flesh.

No one told me you can't change your flesh. You only overcome your flesh by obeying the spirit who lives
inside of you. So notice you become a Christian.

First, the spirit lives inside of you. Now you live it can live a holy life, a Christlike life, not in order to be
saved, but because you are saved. Can we all put our hands together and say, amen.

Now | want you to notice here in these next passages, God never changes these things. And this is the
volatile part of this. He never changes these things.

There's no hint that he alters these things. They're there. The victory is in another place, not by obliterating
them.

Look now what human nature, the flesh sarks does is quite plain. It shows itself in immoral, filthy and
indecent actions. Those words are in the King James, adultery, fornication and indecency.

That's what the flesh does. That's what the flesh gravitates toward. No, no.
Yes, yes, yes, yes. Now different strokes for different folks. It's not everyone who's tempted in that area.

The most other people can control themselves in that for different reasons, but their temptation is in
another area. But this is Paul writing to Christians. He's telling Christians this.

Now what your human nature, my human nature does is quite plain. If you let it control you, this is what it
leads to or in idolatry or in witchcraft. That's very interesting that the flesh has an allurement to witchcraft
or sorcery.

Some people have linked it because of the Greek word. There's a connotation of drugs there. So some
people have said it not just doesn't mean witchcraft, sorcery, but it means to get into altered state, which
witchcraft would do back then and and into being altered by drugs.

People also in the flesh become enemies and they fight. They become jealous, angry and ambitious. They
separate into parties and groups.

Just think of all the churches that that that have are living. Look at that. They separate into parties and
groups in a local church.
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They do the West Indian group. Oh, wow. | hit one there right on the nose, didn't I? Yeah, the black African
group, the white group, the Hispanic group, they separate in groups, the Baptist group, the Assemblies of
God group, the Pentecostal group, the charismatics.

Paul says | didn't come from God. No, God's all inclusive. His love makes you treat everybody the same.
Oh, pastor symbol, be real. No, I'm being very real. That's what the Bible says.

One of the works of the flesh, the same flesh that sometimes manifests itself in fornication or sorcery or
idolatry, worshiping anything more than God. And by the way, Paul tells us that idolatry many times is
greed. He says he translates idolatry to greed, that you can make money.

You're idle because most of us don't have idols, physical idols in our house, but we have them in our
wallet. Fifty dollar bills, hundred dollar bills, ten dollar bills. He said you worship that more than God.

That's all coming from what? The flesh. This is like a robot. This is not will it, it will.

This is not sometimes all the time, just different who's watching and how we've been raised, how much
conscience we have. But this is what the flesh always tends toward self gratification, separated into parties
and groups. They are envious.

They get drunk. They have orgies and do other things like these. | warn you now.

Why would he warn them? What if why would he warn them if they're Christians? And if this never went on
in churches and they didn't have to deal with these problems, why would he say, | warn you, he wouldn't
even talk about it. | warn you. And | want to say to all of us, | warn you that those that do these things, their
life is dominated by these practices will not possess the kingdom of God.

End of story. So how do you think my heart is broken when | hear from Pastor Petri and other pastors? We
counsel couples who come here. They're not even married.

They're coming to church here. They're they're they're living in immorality. And then they're singing Jesus
paid it all.

How do you think that? No, no, don't laugh. How do you think | feel? | feel like a failure. | feel like a
hundred percent failure, like | can't preach, | can't communicate, but | just can read the word of God to you
today.

Did you read what it just said there? Don't be deceived. God is not my anybody who practices these things
and are not convicted by now. Do Christians battle with things? Oh, yeah.

Yeah. You don't change overnight. Nikki Cruz got saved.

My late friend Dave Wilkerson gave him a big Bible. He was saved a week. He was carrying his Bible to
school or in the neighborhood to show off.

He was a Christian. Somebody mocked him and said, you stupid holy rower. Nikki put down the Bible and
beat the tar out of that guy right there in the name of the Lord.

Was Nikki a Christian? Yeah. Did Nikki beat him up? Yeah. But then God deals with you.
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Come on. How many have ever gotten into disobedience, even in a slight way? One sentence and God
puts the pressure on lift your hand if you know what I'm talking about. In fact, when you become a
Christian, your conscience becomes more sensitive.

So these battles I'm not trying to make be simplistic here, but I'm saying if somebody lives with no qualms
and justifies themselves and they're living in sin, they are not a born again Christian. That cannot be. It's
impossible.

It's impossible. Not judging them. The word of God is judging all of us and says, if anyone says he's in the
light, but lives in darkness, he's a liar.

The truth is not in him. Do we battle with things? Do we struggle with things? Yes. Do we have besetting
sins? Yes.

But you can't live in it and be comfortable. That is impossible. Impossible.

So Paul says the only way to overcome this is not by fighting it because God will never change the flesh.
Do you notice here? He never says now here's the way to overcome this. God will pull down those loss
and do it.

No, he says no. The way only way you dead in them, the only way you get victory over them is being
directed by someone else. In fact, the more sometimes you concentrate on them, the more you're
tempted.

You have to be careful how you listen to even people's confessions, because sometimes people can talk
about something and it's an area where you've been weak and you can be tempted by their confession.
So by being led this way, | can't go that way. | cannot.

You can't go two ways at once. But if I'm not led that way and | try to stay in some middle ground, oh, there
is a pull back that way. So Paul says, here's what? Just keep following.

He's in you. He'll lead you. He'll guide you.

He'll strengthen you. Just be sensitive. Surrender a thousand times a day if you have to, but say, Holy
Spirit, I'm yours.

I'm yours. | yield to you. Notice by yielding, you get victory by surrendering.

You win the victory, not by fighting, by surrendering to someone else, because someone's going to be my
director. Either Jim Cimbala. | told you about that minister, didn't I? Let me just repeat it.

That at the end of his life, | told you a great commentator on the book of second Corinthians, also on
Isaiah from 40 onward. | just picked up his book from second Corinthians yesterday. | was looking at a
particular verse and I told you about him on Sunday in both services, | think, where | heard him when | was
just two or three years in the ministry driving in New Jersey, and he was speaking at a conference.

He was retired, couldn't pastor anymore, older, and well-advanced in years, and just writing books or
whatever, and how he shared how out of nowhere, out of the ministry, revered spiritual leader, and all of
that, how he said it was like someone opened up a sewer top and every foul, filthy, demonic thing came up
at him. He thought he was going crazy. He started to dislike his wife.
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She irritated him. And then he said a lot more. | can't remember all of it, but he said, then out of nowhere, |
got tempted to curse.

I would get fits of anger and | wanted to curse. | never cursed before | was a Christian. | never cursed.

And now I'm going to curse. And he said, there was a lot to it, but he said, one of the things he learned
was that God never changes your flesh. That to try to see that that's who he was.

That's who | am. | know that's hard for some of us, especially in the day of mental positivism that we live
in. It's hard to say that without Christ, that's who | am.

Come on. How many of you are not so hot without Christ? Come on, without Christ, what were you
before? So if you lose and if you lose fellowship with God, what do you think you're, which do you think
you're going to go back to? What do you think you're going to go back to? You're going to go back to the
tendencies you had before. We know that throughout church history and all the rest.

So God never works and changes who Jim symbol is, which keeps us humble. Oh, it should humble all of
us because there, but for the grace of God goes me. This takes away all judgmental spirit.

If you understand it, who can look at someone and go, Ooh, horrible. How did you do that? Oh yeah. How
about you and me? If Jesus didn't hold us, where would we be today? Right.

If the spirit doesn't control us. So we're free, we're saved. But if we want to please the Lord, we have to be
led by another.

Otherwise we could be into some heavy times. Why would he say to them, walk in the spirit and you won't
fulfill the lust of the flesh? What is he implying? If you aren't led by the spirit, it won't be that pretty at all. It
won't be Christ honoring.

Someone told me just the other day, they said, you know what? I'm not sanctified in the morning until |
have a cup of coffee. Now, | don't know if that's in the Bible, but someone told me, do not talk to me. Don't
come near me till | get my Starbucks.

| am not a nice person, but God can make us nice even without coffee. How many say, man. All right.

So notice now you saw the works of the flesh. You saw what you are naturally. I'm sorry to break that
news to you, but it's true.

But the spirit, not you, you have nothing to do with this. Jim symbol has absolutely nothing to do with this.
It says that, but the spirit produces love when he's in control.

You're going to be loving people. You're going to have joy. You're going to have peace.

You're going to have patience with people. Why? Because you've been working on patience? No,
because the spirit is controlling you and he is patient. Is he not patient with us? You're going to be kinder.

You're going to be full of goodness and faithfulness. There'll be humility and self-control. Now there's no
law against such things as these.

Let's close. Now, those who belong to Christ Jesus notice because we belong to him, we've put to death.
They've put to death their human nature with all of its passions and desires.
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The spirit has given us life. He must also control our lives. Why are we born again? Because the spirit is in
us now that the spirit is in us.

Should we stop at that or should we let him control our lives? Do you get it? The spirit has given you life.
You're a born again believer. Now don't stop there.

Now let him control every moment of every day. | want that. How many want to be so much like Jesus that
Nno one even recognizes you anymore, right? People, by the way, who aren't born again, but who come to
church, they have no such desires.

And if you're here tonight and you like get mad at yourself when you say or do the wrong thing. And if
there's that hunger in you to be like Jesus, that's a sure sign you're a believer because people who are
unregenerate, they could care less. They don't want to get caught.

They don't want a scandal, but they want to do their thing. Oh, but when you love Jesus and know Jesus
and you start to stray, can he make it hard or can he make it hard? What's that Psalm 32? When | didn't
confess my sins, your hand was heavy upon me. You took all my strength from me.

| couldn't sleep at night. No, God, modern stuff. No, God just wants you to be happy.

Live any way you want. He just wants you to be happy. How ridiculous is that? He wants you to be holy
because if we're holy, we'll be happy.

How many say amen? But if we're not, if we're not pursuing Christ likeness to control of the spirit of our
lives, then we lose our peace. We lose our joy. Someone once said, when sin gets in your life, you can't
even enjoy your children or good meal.

It's true. You can't even rejoice in your children, the natural pleasures of life, the good meal, because God
just says, no, | love you too much to let you go that way. He just bores in on you.

Come on. Am | right? You're acting like you're all so sanctified. You don't know what I'm talking about.
Come on. How many are with me? Say amen. All right.

So, so now we take communion tonight. We go out these doors soon, not just saying, thank you, Jesus.
Yeah, that's right.

| do surrender all. We're going to take communion saying, thank you, Jesus, for what you've done. But we
also want to say, | surrender all.

What does that mean to let the spirit control you? How about this? Start with just these two things tonight
and meditate on them. Your mind and your thoughts, spirit, give me your thoughts. How many know if the
spirit gives you thoughts, you're going to be in good condition.

You're going to be in a good place and let them control your lips because talking gets us in a lot of trouble.
Did you know that wrong talking can stir up other passions in you? Angry words can stir up the flesh. You,
I've talked to people all the time.

We've seen it. You, you give into angry words. And the next thing, you know, the other, other parts of your
flesh say, all right, I'm ready to party.
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Now you let that out. Let's some more out. Come on.

Am | talking here? The truth. So this causes us to just need Jesus every day. The most mature Christian in
the world is not the one who struts around and knows everything.

It's the guy who's just leaning on Jesus. Doesn't want to take a step without him. Who knows that in the
flesh dwelleth no good thing.

You can get to the place. If you believe this, that someone can walk up to you and say, you're not so hot.
And you'll say you're right.

And you don't even know the half of it. I'm not so hot, but Jesus is wonderful. And he's my life.

Christ who is our life. What does that mean? It means he wants to be my life. He wants to live through me
by the spirit.

He wants to live through you. | hope this word has been an encouragement to all of us tonight. All our sins
are gone.

They've been washed under the blood of Jesus Christ. There's no record of any sins we've committed
anywhere in heaven. There's no book.

There's nothing written down. It's all been obliterated all because of Jesus. Oh, praise God.

No wonder we love him so much tonight. And because we love him, we want to live a life pleasing to him.
How do we live a life pleasing to him? If you love me, keep my commandments.

Not if you love me, not if you want to be saved, keep my commandments and nobody would be saved. But
if you love me, do those things that are pleasing to me. And the two main things that he gave, he never
gave a long list of commands.

The two long main things he gave us was this love one another. And trust me now in loving one another,
Paul says, that's the fulfilment of the whole law. You will never talk mean to someone you love.

Now, if God's love is working in you, you won't talk mean to them. You won't lie to them. You won't use
them in any way.

You won't degrade them. You'll teach that teach. You'll treat them with respect.

You'll never lie about them. When you love someone with God's love, you'll never gossip about them. In
fact, if someone brings up their name, you'll protect them.

That's why he says love is the fulfilment of the whole law. Walk in the spirit, let the spirit guide you
because the fruit of the spirit is love. And from that love will come joy, peace, meekness, kindness, all
kinds of good things.

So on one side of the coin tonight, we want to be sure that none of us are in the bondage of, | got to do
this better in order to be saved. No, Jesus is our savior. Jesus grants us salvation as a free gift.

Amen. Then on the other side, now that you're free, Jesus belongs to you and you belong to Jesus. Don't
let the flesh use it as a springboard to try to drag you back to what you used to be, but who you're not
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anymore.

For you're a new creation in Jesus Christ. Why are we a new creation? Because | got somebody new
living inside of me. It's no longer Jim symbol.

It's the Holy spirit. It's Christ in us, the hope of glory. Let Jesus shine.

Let Jesus shine. Let's all lift up both our hands and praise Jesus. Just out loud, just praise him and thank
him.

All our sins are gone. There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus. We thank
you Lord.

We thank you Lord for the cup, for the blood, for the cross, for your body that was given for us. Thank you,
Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.

And now Lord, everybody pray with me. And now Lord, we were not ignorant of Satan's devices. He wants
to ruin our testimonies.

He wants to confuse people in the world to what a Christian is like. He wants to ruin our joy and
happiness, the joy and happiness that comes by being more like Jesus every day. He wants to drag us
into the dark and out of the light.

He wants us to become hypocrites, talk in one way and then living another way. We are not going that way
in the name of Jesus Christ. Although we stumble and fall and you taught us to pray every day, Lord,
forgive us our trespasses, even as we forgive those who trespass against us.

So you know what we're made of Lord, you know, we're dust, but keep us in the light and teach us to be
guided and directed by the Holy Spirit. That's the last thing we want to say to you tonight is come Holy
Spirit and direct us, guide us, teach us this unspeakable art of being guided by the Spirit, led by the Spirit,
nurtured in prayer, fed by the Word of God, encouraged by other believers, but working out every day,
every hour, led by the Spirit of God. And God, if we begin to stray, starting with me, as we begin to stray,
warn us, wake us up, remind us, humble us, let a prayer rise up inside of us.

Hold me, Jesus, hold me, Jesus, keep me, Spirit, guide me, lead me, protect me. So we give ourselves to
you, Lord, to be led and guided tonight. When we read the Word of God, guide us so that we learn more
when we read.

When we pray, give us faith and fervency when we pray, speak to us when we pray. Just make every day
a Holy Ghost day, Lord, a Holy Spirit day. Lord, we want to be holy, but only your Holy Spirit can produce
holy living, and we admit to that.

God, every day by the Spirit put to death, Jim Cimbala. Every day by your Spirit put to death, Jim Cimbala,
so that people only see you, my personality, but you, Jesus, living through me. | pray this in Christ's name.

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the peace of God that passes all understanding and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be upon all your people, for we pray it in Jesus' name. And everyone said,
turn around and hug a bunch of people and tell them God is good.
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Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/25/SID25958.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jim-cymbala/the-director/
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