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For the Love of Men
by J.H. Newman

Jesus warns His disciples about the dangers of hypocrisy, which can spread and infect others, and emphasizes

the importance of loving the praise of God above the praise of men.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:7, Proverbs 27:21, Matthew 6:1, Luke 12:1, Galatians 1:10

Topics: "Hypocrisy", "Godly Approval"

Description

John Henry Newman delves into the concept of hypocrisy, explaining it as not just deceiving others
knowingly, but also deceiving oneself by seeking praise through religious acts more than the praise of
God. He highlights the danger of loving the praise of men over God's approval, drawing from Jesus'
warning to His disciples about the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

Transcript

"Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (Luke 12:1).

This then is hypocrisy;--not simply for a man to deceive others, knowing all the while that he is deceiving
them, but to deceive himself and others at the same time, to aim at their praise by a religious profession,
without perceiving that he loves their praise more than the praise of God, and that he is professing far
more than he practises. And if this be the true Scripture meaning of the word, we have some insight (as it
appears) into the reasons which induced our Divine Teacher to warn His disciples in so marked a way
against hypocrisy. An innumerable multitude was thronging Him, and His disciples were around Him.
Twelve of them had been appointed to minister to Him as His especial friends.

Other seventy had been sent out from Him with miraculous gifts; and, on their return, had with triumph told
of their own wonderful doings. All of them had been addressed by Him as the salt of the earth, the light of
the world, the children of His kingdom. They were mediators between Him and the people at large,
introducing to His notice the sick and heavy-laden. And now they stood by Him, partaking in His popularity,
perhaps glorying in their connexion with the Christ, and pleased to be gazed upon by the impatient crowd.

Then it was that, instead of addressing the multitude, He spoke first of all to His disciples, saying, "Beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy;" as if He had said, "What is the chief sin of My enemies
and persecutors? not that they openly deny God, but that they love a profession of religion for the sake of
the praise of men that follows it."



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jh-newman/for-the-love-of-men/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


