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Expository Thoughts On Luke - Luke 13:22-30
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

THE NARROW DOOR

We see in these verses a remarkable question asked. We are told that a certain man said to our Lord,
"Are there few that be saved?"

We do not know who this enquirer was. He may have been a self-righteous Jew, trained to believe that
there was no hope for the uncircumcised, and no salvation for any but the children of Abraham. He may
have been an idle trifler with religion, who was ever wasting his time on curious and speculative questions.
In any case, we must all feel that he asked a question of deep and momentous importance.

He that desires to know the number of the saved, in the present dispensation, need only turn to the Bible,
and his curiosity will be satisfied. He will read in the sermon on the mount these solemn words, "Strait is
the gate and narrow is the way that leads unto life, and few there be that find it." (Matt. 7:14.)--He has only
to look around him, and compare the ways of the many with the word of God, and he will soon come to the
conclusion, if he is an honest man, that the saved are few. It is a dreadful conclusion. Our souls naturally
turn away from it. But Scripture and facts alike combine to shut us up to it. Salvation to the uttermost is
offered to men. All things are ready on God\
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