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Expository Thoughts On John - JOHN 3:9-21
by J.C. Ryle

Transcript

Nicodemus replied, "How can these things be?" Jesus answered, "Are you the teacher of Israel and yet
you donâ€™t understand these things? I tell you the solemn truth, we speak about what we know and
testify about what we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony. If I have told you people
about earthly things and you donâ€™t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven--the Son of Man. Just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life."

For this is the way God loved the world--he gave his one and only Son that everyone who believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world should be saved through him. The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one
who does not believe has been condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one
and only Son of God. Now this is the basis for judging that the light has come into the world and people
loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil deeds
hates the light and does not come to the light, so that their deeds will not be exposed. But the one who
practices the truth comes to the light, so that it may be plainly evident that his deeds have been done in
God.

We have in these verses the second part of the conversation between our Lord Jesus Christ and
Nicodemus. A lesson about regeneration is closely followed by a lesson about justification! The whole
passage ought always to be read with affectionate reverence. It contains words which have brought
eternal life to myriads of souls.

These verses show us, firstly, what gross spiritual ignorance there may be in the mind of a great and
learned man. We see a "master of Israel" unacquainted with the first elements of saving religion.
Nicodemus is told about the new birth, and at once exclaims, "How can these things be?" When such was
the darkness of a Jewish teacher, what must have been the state of the Jewish people? It was indeed due
time for Christ to appear! The pastors of Israel had ceased to feed the people with knowledge. The blind
were leading the blind, and both were falling into the ditch. (Matt. 15:14.)

Ignorance like that of Nicodemus is unhappily far too common in the Church of Christ. We must never be
surprised if we find it in quarters where we might reasonably expect knowledge. Learning, and rank, and
high ecclesiastical office are no proof that a minister is taught by the Spirit. The successors of Nicodemus,
in every age, are far more numerous than the successors of Peter. On no point is religious ignorance so
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common as on the work of the Holy Spirit. That old stumbling-block, at which Nicodemus stumbled, is as
much an offence to thousands in the present day as it was in the days of Christ. "The natural man receives
not the things of the Spirit of God." (1 Cor. 2:14.) Happy is he who has been taught to prove all things by
Scripture, and to call no man master upon earth. (1 Thess. 5:21; Matt. 23:9.)

These verses show us, secondly, the original source from which man\

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/jc-ryle/expository-thoughts-on-john-john-39-21/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


