
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

On a Clear Day You Can See Forever
by J. Vernon McGee

J. Vernon McGee's sermon explores the themes of the Kingdom of God, the rejection of Jesus as King, and the

prophetic significance of the Olivet Discourse in the Gospel of Matthew.

Duration: 53:49

Scripture: Matthew 3:2, Matthew 24:15, Matthew 24:37-39, Matthew 24:44, Matthew 28:19-20

Topics: "Kingdom Of God", "Gospel Message"

Description

This sermon delves into the Gospel of Matthew, emphasizing the movement within the book as the Gospel
of the King. It explores the significance of the kingdom mentioned over fifty times, highlighting the major
discourses of Jesus Christ and the importance of understanding the context of each discourse. The
sermon also touches on the Olivet discourse in Matthew 24 and 25, discussing the rejection of the King
and the implications for the kingdom. It concludes with a powerful testimony of God's grace and the
transformative impact of the Gospel in a woman's life.

Transcript

Now tonight I come to the 24th of Matthew, but I'd like to put a little background and foundation under this
message. The gospel of Matthew has become suddenly interesting to a new group of preachers that have
taken on a new cult. I think it'll turn out to be that although the Presbyterian Publishing Company in
Pittsburgh has been publishing the books of a group called the Theonomists.

Theonomy, Theos, God, Omnia is law, and it means the law of God. Their idea is to put the world back
under the Mosaic system, God's law, and for the individual that we are to live by the law, and especially
the Sermon on the Mount. Of course, they draw heavily from the Sermon on the Mount.

Personally, the gospel of Matthew has a movement in it. If you miss that movement, I think you miss its
message. The gospel of Matthew is the gospel of the King.

The word kingdom is mentioned over fifty times in the gospel, and you can't have a kingdom without a
king. The gospel of Matthew has three of the four major discourses that the Lord Jesus Christ gave. They
are major discourses because of their extent and their content and their intent of them.

We have the Sermon on the Mount, so-called, however, Dr. Luke says he gave it down on the plain also. I
have a notion that the Lord Jesus gave it many times. Then there is what is called the mystery parable
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discourse in Matthew 13, that which happens to the kingdom while the King is gone.

Then there is the Olivet discourse that we'll be looking at this evening in Matthew 24 and 25. Let me just
give a few words concerning this gospel. It opens with the genealogy of a king, one who is in the line of
David, one who has the right to sit on the throne of David.

There came out of the east wise men, and they were not looking for a Savior, and there were not just three
of them. Three wise men would never have elicited the attention of Herod. Three hundred might have, and
evidently there must have been several hundred of them that came.

Just because they brought three gifts doesn't mean they are just three wise men. They came not looking
for a Savior. They said, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? They were looking for a King.

We find that John the Baptist moves out on the stage and introduces the kingdom. He says, Repent, the
kingdom of heaven is at hand. In their midst, he told them there was a King.

He marked him out later on, though. In Jerusalem, in the temple, he says, Behold, the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world. He was born King, and he was presented as a King.

He was tested as a King, and he began his ministry as a King. He began by saying, Repent, the kingdom
of heaven is at hand, merely repeating what John the Baptist had said. In the Sermon on the Mount, he
did not give any law for the day.

He gave the law for the kingdom. Since the kingdom is not in existence right now, except in a mystery
form, and the King is not here, I do not think we are under it. He said, Resist not evil.

I live in a home up here at the edge of Altadena, on the edge of Pasadena, right on the line. I have bars at
my windows and iron doors at every exit. It's crazy.

At night my wife and I lock ourselves in jail, and the thieves run up and down the street. It's crazy, but
that's life in Pasadena in 1986 now. May I say to you, I put all that up to resist evil.

The reason I did that is because the King is not here. When the King is here, all of that is coming off. You
won't need it.

You won't need it. The bad day hasn't arrived yet. He sent out his disciples with a message, not to the
world.

He says, Go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and say to them the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. They came back and reported. They performed miracles as he did, but he was rejected.

They did not receive him. When he was rejected, he is the King. He rejected them.

Woe unto you, Bethsaida! Woe unto you, Capernaum! He pronounced a judgment upon those cities, and
he begins now as a rejected King. The question is going to be, what happens to the kingdom if the King is
rejected? Matthew 13, the mystery parables, give us that picture. We are living in that day, as I said last
Sunday night, when we are sowing the seed, the sower.

The King has gone back and he is a farmer now, sowing the seed. The Son of Man is the sower. Our
business today is to sow the seed, the word of God.
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I take it that that's the business of the Church, and that's the reason we are on the radio, is because we
believe our business is to sow seed. We are now broadcasting in 26 different languages, and we are
seeing more results where the foreign languages go than in this country. I believe that the Lord Jesus will
not take his Church out of this world until more people hear the gospel, and they can hear it today.

It's estimated that 65 million people in Russia, Christians and Christianity today, are being fed and
nurtured by Christian radio today. We're not the only program that's broadcasting in Russia. There are
many of them, many that are reaching languages.

I do believe God will reach this generation with the gospel. That's my desire, my prayer, that we can
continue to take the word of God to the world today. The King now begins to move toward the cross, and
on the way to the cross he denounces the religious rulers in the 23rd chapter of Matthew.

There is a minister in Southern California that was interviewed on TV the other day, and he was asked
why he never mentions anything negative. He says, I only mention that which is positive. It's too bad,
because he misses preaching from half of the Bible, because half of the Bible is negative, all the Ten
Commandments are.

And the 23rd of Matthew is the most negative passage of scripture I've ever read in my life. The King,
being rejected, rejects them, and now he denounces the religious rulers in the most unscathing terms. He
literally castigates them with withering condemnation.

He speaks to them. Let me give you just one verse. In Matthew 23, verse 33, he says, Ye serpents, ye
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? That's hard.

The gentle Jesus said that. I want to tell you, you can't say anything worse about a man than that. He said,
you're a generation of vipers.

You're a son of a snake. What an awful thing to say. That's fighting terms, let me tell you.

I want to tell you that he used that terminology. But he's still the gentle Jesus. He's on the way to the cross
to die for those very men.

He weeps over Jerusalem, and he says in verse 37, O Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, stonest
them that are sent unto thee. How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not. The Savior, now on the way to the cross,
weeps over Jerusalem.

He makes this alarming statement. He says, Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. Notice he didn't
say God's house, your house.

The temple was no longer God's house, because the Shekinah glory had been in that temple. The
Shekinah glory was in it, veiled in human flesh, when Jesus walked through the temple. May I say to you,
they had rejected him, and he says, Your house is left unto you desolate.

You and I tonight cannot conceive the effect that that would have upon a godly Jew in that day. That would
have a tremendous effect. He says, For I say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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He makes it clear he is coming back to that temple, a temple on that same spot, of course. And now,
having made that statement, the disciples with him are alarmed. They are disturbed.

When he went out, his going out is a rejection of it, of course. Jesus went out and departed from the
temple. His disciples came to him to show him the buildings of the temple.

They are so alarmed, they say to him, Now, look, you say the house is going to be left desolate? That was
Herod's temple. It had already been 40 years in building. It was built of white marble.

The gate had been forged in Greece, floated across the Hellespont. It was a bronze gate with a golden
vine, grapevine woven into it. That grapevine was the badge of the nation Israel, and that was at the
entrance to the temple.

The Lord Jesus, I think that night when he walked out to the Mount of Olives, to the Garden of
Gethsemane, that he gave, I am the true vine, the genuine vine. I think he was standing at that gate when
he gave that. May I say to you, it was a beautiful temple.

They say to him, Look at the temple. There were, of course, other buildings that adjoined the temple. They
were calling his attention to it.

Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? He says to them, Do you see this temple? You think I
don't see it. Do you see it? I wondered tonight, Do you see Pasadena as God sees Pasadena? May I say
to you, Pasadena is passing away. I came here in 1940.

This was the loveliest place I had ever been. It's not there anymore. In 1940, Dr. Thorndike, I heard him
lecture at the old Arroyo Vista Hotel.

I went down to hear him purposely. He said Pasadena was the ideal place to live in of any place in the
world. He compared it to places along the Riviera and places in South Africa and many other places and
showed why he thought Pasadena.

But the things that Pasadena had then, Pasadena does not have now. Pasadena is passing away. The
Pasadena I came to is gone, friends.

The one you are living in is gone. May I say to you, the world passes away. It's too bad when Christians
get in love with the world and the flesh and the devil, isn't it? It's tragic indeed.

He says, Love not the world, but things that are in the world. They are passing away. He says to them, Do
you see it? If you think the first statement was alarming, he makes one now that gives them a coronary.

Listen to this. Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another that shall not be
thrown down. Have you ever been to the Wailing Wall and looked at it carefully? It has stones in it that
weigh several tons, then has smaller stones.

It has all kinds of stones in it. If you'll examine it, it's not made of just one kind of stone, all kinds of them.
You know where those stones came from? That they gathered them up after Jerusalem was destroyed.

We'll see in a moment that there was a man that hated Jews and Christians so that he plowed up
Jerusalem, and one stone was not left on another. So when they built what's called today the Wailing Wall,
they just got stones from everywhere, because there wasn't one on top of another that was just like it. So
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there are all kinds of stones there today as a witness.

Now, they're on the way now to the top of the Mount of Olives, and on the way up, I think they had a
huddle. I think probably Simon Peter called it a huddle. He said, fellas, what in the world is he saying?
He's talking, he's never talked before.

And he says, this lovely city of Jerusalem, our city, the city of God, he says not one stone is going to be
left upon another here. What does he mean? And I think Thomas says, let's ask him. So when they got to
the top of the Mount of Olives, will you notice what they did? And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came unto him privately.

And remember that the Olivet discourse was given privately to the disciples. It was not a public discourse
at all, although he did give, I think, it publicly in other places. Now here, just to them.

Now they bring to him three questions. Will you notice them? Tell us, when shall these things be? When
shall not one stone be left upon another? Well, he told them that, but he doesn't answer it in the discourse
that Matthew records. And the reason is obvious.

Matthew is the gospel of the kingdom. He's now looking to the future kingdom, go to the last chapter. The
kingdom is coming.

And so he's not concerned with that which is going to happen now in the immediate future. But Dr. Luke
records that part of the discourse. And he said to them, it's in the 21st chapter.

I'm not taking time tonight to turn to a lot of scriptures because I've got a lot of ground to cover. And I want
to try to knock a home run if I can here tonight. And so the Lord Jesus answered him, when you shall see
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then you will know the time has come.

Well, when was Jerusalem compassed with armies? In 70 A.D., Titus the Roman, he hated Jews, he
hated Christians, both were in that city. And he laid siege to it. Several of the disciples were there.

I think that probably, maybe it was Philip and Thomas that climbed up and looked over the battlements.
And when they looked out there, they saw those eagles. Moses had even predicted that.

And there they were. And I think that Philip nudged Thomas and said, say, this is what he's talking about,
isn't it? Not one stone will be left upon another. Well, when Titus took that city, he destroyed it.

And I mean he destroyed it. Not one stone was left upon another. He put up an image of Apollo to be
worshipped.

And he put the broth of a sow on all the holy places. And then he destroyed it. He destroyed that temple.

He destroyed everything there. And he absolutely, he just took off the top of a hill there. May I say to you,
one-third of the prophecy he gave in the Olivet Discourse has been fulfilled and has been fulfilled literally.

Now, the other two questions that they ask are these. What shall be the sign of thy coming, and what is
the sign of the end of the world? Now, the word world is really an unfortunate translation. It's the word ion,
not cosmos.

And ion means age. It has to do with actually a period of time. It's an economy, really, a type of economy.
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We are in this country today in a different economy than we were a few years ago. It's all different. And an
age is a different, it's a period of time.

What is the sign of the end of the age? The world doesn't come to an end. You say the Bible does say
that. It doesn't say it anywhere.

We're going to trade this world in on a new one, going to get a brand new one. There will be a new
heavens and a new earth. And we're just trading it in.

We're going to get a better one than we got today. I like this one, but he's going to give us a better one.
But may I say to you, it's the end of the age.

What is the sign of the end of the age, and what is the sign of his coming? That's the way they ask it, the
other way. He answers this logically and chronologically, and he takes their first question, our last
question, and answers it first. What is the sign of the end of the age? He's up on top of the Mount of
Olives, and he looks down through the ages to the end of this age.

He covers the period we're in briefly. The period of the Church is not mentioned in the Olivet discourse. I
get rather amused that so many of our prophetic preachers here in Southern California get carried away
with the Olivet discourse, especially if something tragic happens in the world.

When the Titanic went down, that was a sign of something, of course, and everything that happens is a
sign that's in here. May I say to you, there are two signs he gives of this period we're living in here, one's
false Christ. I don't have time to go into that tonight, but believe me, there around today, this new theology
of theonomy is going to become very popular, I can assure you that.

You see, the reason this minister said he did not deal with the negative, he says people don't like to hear
negative things, so I just take the positive things. I think it's time God's people are looking at the negatives
in the scripture. There are a lot of negatives in the word of God, and it's time we take note of them.

We're living in our day in a crucial period in the history of the world, I'm sure of that. But to say it's
fulfillment of prophecy, it is not. Now, he said there'd be false Christ, and then he made this interesting
statement.

He said, "...ye shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars. See that ye be not troubled, for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nations shall rise against nations, kingdoms against kingdoms,
and there shall be famines and pestilences, earthquakes and diverse places." Now, someone has worked
out historically the fact that more wars have taken place in the past 1,900 years than the rest of the history
of the world put together, and I don't think there's any question about that.

Now, notice this very carefully. He said wars are not a sign of the end of the age. He said you're going to
hear wars and rumors of wars.

Don't be disturbed. The end is not yet. That's not a sign of the end of the age.

I was a little tag at the end of World War I. Oh, my gracious! I wish I had been, because I think today is the
greatest day to live and to give out the word of God. There's never been a period like this today, never. I
tell you, I tell the Lord I want to keep going, and I'll be 82 this year, and I hope he doesn't find out about it,
because I don't want him to know.
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I don't want him to know. Well, at the end of World War I there was a wheelbarrow load of books that came
out saying that World War I was a sign that we were at the end of the age. That's when Millennial
Dawnism, that now is Jehovah's Witnesses, they missed it then, so they changed the name of the
organization.

Every time they missed it they changed the name of the organization. But they said, this is a sign that
we're at the end. But World War I wasn't a sign.

There was book after book written. I was pastor right here in Pasadena during World War II, and I said to
our people, at the end of this war there will be a wheelbarrow load of books written saying that this is a
sign that we're at the end of the age. And I was wrong.

It wasn't a wheelbarrow load. It was two wheelbarrow loads of books. I tell you, they came from
everywhere that World War II.

And today you hear that again and again. Now, the Lord Jesus made it explicit, this is not a sign of the end
of the age. Now, as far as I'm concerned, I'm not concerned about the signs of the end of the age.

But he gave them here, and tonight I'm going to lift out the one sign that is the sign of the end of the age.
And it's in verse 15. And you'll notice the time words he uses all through here.

Then, and here it's when, when ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, stand in the holy place, who so read it, let him understand. This is it. This is the fulfillment.

This is it. Well, I don't know what, if you'll promise not to let this get out, but I really do not know what the
abomination of desolation is. Now there's some people think I know, but I don't.

I don't know what the abomination, I'm going to make a suggestion, but I really don't know. And I'm not
disturbed about that. You know why? Because I'm not looking for that.

I'm told, Paul told me, he says, looking for that blessed hope in the glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ. I've got a hope, a blessed, I'm not looking for an abomination of desolation.
When, when the women, a few years ago, some of you older women will remember, when the bouffant
was the style, women's hair, well, it looked like a, every woman looked like a balloon on the poop deck,
ready to take off, you know.

Well, well, my, my daughter was having her first year at Westmont and we like to go up to encourage her.
And so we drove up to the girl's dormitory and a girl came out and I said to her, can you tell me where
Linda McGee is? And she began to laugh and walked, walked over to the car and she said, dad, don't you
know me? She had a bouffant. And I said, honey, I've often heard about the domination of desolation.

And, and this is the closest thing I've seen so far. But really, I don't know what the abomination of
desolation is. Now I do know this, that Daniel mentions two abominations.

One took place during the time of Titus Epiphanes, the Syrian. He also took Jerusalem, took the temple.
He put up an image of Apollo, the Roman God.

And he also killed a sow and sprinkled her blood all over the place. And that was called an abomination.
Now the abomination of desolation, I read in revelation that the false prophet is going to make an image of
antichrist and put it in the temple.
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I think that's it, but I don't know. And I don't expect to be here to see it. And just tell the truth.

It's not bothering me at all that I do not know what the abomination of desolation is. I suspect that's what it
is, but I'm not looking for it. But he told those at the end of the age, when you see the abomination of
desolation, stand in the holy place.

Does the Church have a holy place? Paul over at Rome thinks so. But the Church does not have a holy
place. When I was pastor of the Church of the Open Door, we used to have Dr. Charles Fuller on his
birthday.

After he'd be on the radio, we'd have him for the night service. One Sunday night that we had him, he said,
I sat back of that pillow, way back down in the back, one Sunday night, when Paul Rader preached here,
and I put my head in my arms, and I accepted Christ as my Savior back there. He made this statement.

He says, that's my holy place. Then I heard the founder of the Navigators, he was a member of the Church
of the Open Door, I heard him say that I sat down in front here when there was nobody in the auditorium,
and he gave the number row in the seat he sat in, and he said, I accepted Christ right there, reading the
Bible. And he says, that's my holy place.

He told me that. He said, that's my holy place. It was a little confusing.

I'm pastor of the Church of the Open Door, and we've got a holy place here and one back there, which is
the holy place. Well, to tell the truth, for these men, these were holy places. I can understand that, and I'm
sure you could.

Maybe you've got a holy place like that. Hope you have. May I say to you that the holy place is something
the Church doesn't have.

Evidently, it's the people that are going to have a holy place. Who was given a holy place? God gave to
the children of Israel a temple, first a tabernacle, then a temple, and in it was a holy place. And he says,
when you see it in the holy place, then you know I really don't think he's talking to the Church at all,
because we don't have a holy place.

If he's talking to me, he's got me confused, because I don't know where to look for the holy place. May I
say to you, it's the people that will have a holy place in that day, and the Church will be long gone, as we'll
see next Sunday night, by the way. So this is the sign of the end of the age.

He says, when you see that, you'd better get going. It's time to start moving. Let them which be in Judea
flee into the mountains.

I was in Judea this summer, but I really didn't think anything about fleeing the mountains at all. I didn't
make any arrangement for it, in case something happened, and there are a lot of things happening. May I
say to you that it goes on to say, woe to those that are with child in that day.

It's going to be a terrible time. Now listen to him, what he says about it. For then shall be great tribulation.

Now, don't blame the great tribulation on some of us premillennialists. We didn't think of it, he thought of it.
He called it the great tribulation, and since he called it the great tribulation, if you don't mind, I'm going to
call it the great tribulation.
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He says, then will be great tribulation, and he describes it to be nothing like it. For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time known I ever shall be. There's
been nothing like it before, there'll be nothing like it after.

It just stands up like Mount Rainier. It's different. There's a time of trouble, the like of which the world
hasn't seen.

Anyone today that believes the church is going through the great tribulation must not really understand
what the great tribulation is. It's a time of the greatest judgment that God will bring upon this earth. Now,
the flood was a pretty good judgment, let me tell you.

It cleaned off the face of this earth. But this next judgment during the great tribulation, it's going to be a
judgment, friends, and the church is just not going to be here. We have been delivered from judgment.

That's what happened when he accepted Christ. He bore all our judgment. Then he says, except those
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.

I read a Jewish scientist in Austria. He had figured out that the number of people that had died in plagues
and earthquakes and other great tragedies added them all up. He said, boy, I tell you, he sure
exaggerated.

He said that nobody would be saved during that period, that it would be a time that the whole world would
be exterminated, except those days were shortened. He said that's ridiculous to make a statement like
that. We know tonight that that Austrian scientist, he's ridiculous.

We know tonight that there are two nations that could probably blot out the population of the world tonight.
It's an awful, frightful thing to think of. But I thank God that when I comfort myself with this, he said, except
those days were shortened, no flesh would survive.

He's saying here, I won't let man commit suicide. He's not going to commit suicide. He'll not be able to do
that, so I'm very comfortable.

If the Russians are going to start throwing them, we're going to start throwing them. It's going to be bad,
but the population of the world will not be destroyed. He said, except those days should be shortened.

But during the Great Tribulation, one-third of the population goes out at one time. Another time, one-fourth
of the population goes out. It's going to be a time of great trouble, a great time of trouble on this earth.

I thank God the Church is not going through that. We are not promised that at all. This is written to a
people who have a holy place, who are evidently in the land of Judea.

Israel returned back to the land, and the Gentile nations then in existence, and it will come upon the whole
world at that time. I want to move hurriedly over here. I got a little late start tonight, so I'll go a little late if
you don't mind.

It may cause you to miss one of your favorite programs tonight, but I hope not. I'll get through. Now, what
is the sign of his coming? Notice how he gives that.

It's quite interesting. For as the lightning cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall
also the coming of the Son of Man be. He warned them.
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He said, I won't come like I did at Bethlehem. I won't come like I was in Nazareth and in Jerusalem. I won't
come like that at all.

It will be like the lightning coming out of the east and shineth even unto the west. Can you think of anything
that's more public than lightning? Many years ago there was an advertising man here in Southern
California. He's the man that started putting these gadgets that just put a beam of light.

They go right up through Southern California sending out beams of light. He started that. He said to me
one time--he used to come to the church open door--he said to me, he said, you know, McGee, what we'd
like to do.

I was teaching this. He said, we have worked on how we can somehow or another tie on to lightning for
advertising purposes. Right.

He said that we've made several experiments, none of them have worked so far. He said that we'd like to
tie on to lightning. He said, that's so public, everybody sees it.

We had lightning last--we used to didn't have lightning in California. Some of you people from Texas
brought it out here, I think. Well, I was with my--I was back at Madison Lake years ago speaking at a
Christian endeavor conference, and I noticed speaking in the evening that the clouds were gathering.

I could see in the distance, and there was lightning in the distance. By the time I got through, I could hear
thunder. I beat it back to my room, got on my pajamas, got in bed so I could watch it, that storm come up,
and it came across Madison Lake.

During that storm, the lightning--I never saw lightning like it. It wasn't by flashes. There never was a
moment I could not see the other side of the lake.

It was just continuous. I never saw lightning like that. You talk about public.

That was public. My brother-in-law met me down in Texas when I got back. My wife was down there.

I told him, I said, you think you've got lightning and thunder here in Texas, but you haven't seen anything. I
told him about it up there. He said, we'll work on ours then.

We thought we had the biggest and the best. May I say to you, lightning is very public. The Lord Jesus
said his coming will be like lightning.

Everybody's going to know about it. Everybody will know about it. There's always been the question of
how people will come to Jerusalem.

That's where you'll touch down. But how in the world will people on this side of the earth see it? I think Dr.
Walvoord is the only one that's got the right explanation. Some have come up with the idea, well, we've
got TV, you'll be able to see it on TV.

I think everybody is going to see him. My friend, that's going to be the most spectacular thing in the world.
I think we'll be coming in that procession.

That procession will take 24 hours to come. Earth will make a complete circuit. You'll see him coming out
yonder in the distance at the edge of our planetary system.
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He's moving in, and in 24 hours he's going to touch down. The entire earth will make a revolution, and
everybody will see him coming. But he'll touch down in Jerusalem.

What a glorious thing that's going to be when he comes to this earth. Friends, this earth is going to be a
glorious place when he comes, and there's a new heavens and a new earth. What a glorious, wonderful
anticipation that is.

That's the hope for the future. It's not just a great tribulation, but someday that he's going to come to this
earth and set up his kingdom. Now, I must come to a conclusion, but I'd have to deal with this, because
there are those that always refer to this.

They say, well, this is the rapture, and they try to prove it. Verse 37 says, But as the days of Noah were,
so also shall the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark.

Have you noticed that what they were doing is not wrong? What's wrong with eating and drinking? What's
wrong with marrying and giving in marriage? There's nothing wrong with that. Well, what is wrong? He
says something's wrong about it. They are doing these things and leaving God out of it.

That's what's wrong with them, living as if God does not exist. There are many people right here in
Pasadena that live like that. They live as if God does not exist.

A little boy was invited next door to visit some neighbors for the evening meal. He'd never been away from
home before by himself, and he couldn't wait all that afternoon. His mother had to hold him back, and at
five o'clock she got him ready, and he made a beeline for it, and he went next door.

He sat down at the table, and it was all new to him. He had come from a Christian home, and so he bowed
his head immediately, and he discovered that things were being passed. He looked up, and not having
any inhibitions, he said, Don't you thank God here for your food? That was a little embarrassing for a
minute, but the lady of the house said, No, no, we don't.

The little fellow thought it. He said, You're just like my dog. You just start eating.

Look, I don't mean to be ugly, but there are a lot of people living like animals in Pasadena. They're living
as if God does not exist, just living without him. They're marrying and giving in marriage.

That's the way it will be when he comes. Then we're told here, And they knew not until the flood came and
took them all away, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. Then shall two be in the field, one shall be
taken the other left.

Two women shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken the other left. Somebody says, You
painted yourself to a corner, didn't you? That's the rapture, isn't it? One is taken and the other left. Yes, but
what are we talking about? As it was in the days of Noah.

He says, They knew not until the flood came and took them all away. Took who away? The lost. Noah was
the one left in his family.

They're the only ones left on there. They were taken away in judgment. That's the way it will be when he
comes.
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They'll be taken away in judgment, and only those that have turned to Christ in that period will enter the
kingdom. They're not taken away in a rapture. This is no rapture at all.

It has no reference to it. He says here, Watch therefore. May I say to you tonight, and I must close now,
you and I are living in the greatest period in the history of the world.

We may be near the end of the age. I don't know. There's a fellow down here in Long Beach.

He knows, but I don't. I wish I knew, but I don't know. We may be near the end of the age, did you know
that our God during this period is so gracious that I think all of his created intelligences are standing in awe
at seeing what he's doing? Here on this earth was a rebellion against him, and it's still against him.

He still, by grace, will save sinners that will come and trust him. He was willing to die for them. I tell you,
God's created intelligences are learning something from us, and they are wondering tonight why God
saved Vernon McGee.

I tell you, they've got a lot of questions, but they marvel at the grace of God. Tonight, may I say to you, if
you were here without Christ, I don't care who you are or what you've done, God not only loves you, he
died for you, and he wants to save you. I'm going to close with this.

Since I'm on radio, I've got to write and do this. I read letters. That's the only way you can know whether
the radio is doing anything or not.

I say, if you don't get letters, and I don't know why some of you people don't write. You live right here in
Pasadena, and you won't even write to me. Here is a letter that came from Caracas in Venezuela.

It's been translated for me. I'd never handle it if it hadn't been. I want you to listen to this, to what the grace
of God can do.

Here's a woman that hit the bottom, and I mean they hit the bottom. I am Venezuelan, born in Caracas, of
an humble, poor, illiterate family, and without knowledge of the greatness of the Lord. I was born with that
terrible sickness called asthma.

When I entered school, I was always missing classes because I was in bed with asthma. When I was 14
years old, I left my home with a man who gave me a bad drink and raped me. My mother and the law
made me marry him, even though I was underage.

He mistreated me. My parents would not receive me, and I was on the street. I met another man who
became pregnant, and he did not want me either.

There was nothing left for me to do but prostitution and drink. I had many pregnancies and abortions. I lost
count at 25.

When I was 19, I had a gallbladder operation, but still I drank and drank. I went to witches looking for a
formula that would make me more attractive so I would get more money to educate my children in the best
schools of Caracas. I went to priests and nuns.

I had images. I burned candles. I smoked, committed many sins, and never saved any money.
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The doctor sent me out of Caracas because my asthma was bad, and the pollution in the city, along with
the two or three packs of cigarettes a day, made it worse. My nerves were driving me crazy. I was in
Jaguará for six years.

Then I moved here to Puerto Cabello, where I have lived for ten years. I had three operations and almost
died. I had three cardiac arrests, but the Lord, through his mercy, gave me new opportunity.

I met a man and have lived with him for 12 years. At first we drank together a lot, and then we ended up
fighting. I went to a psychiatrist who gave me drugs which made me worse.

I felt empty and alone. My children gave me marijuana, and I smoked it. God did not permit me to become
addicted to that terrible drug.

One day, alone in my house, I began listening to your program on Transworld Radio, and it caught my
attention. The messages on the radio reached the depths of my heart, and a bitter cry rose up as I
remembered all my horrible, disastrous life. It was the Lord knocking at the door, and I did not understand
that he wanted me to receive him.

I began to do the correspondence courses of La Tempe. Then one morning, in January 1978, you gave a
message which emphasized my life of sin, and I could do nothing more than fall to the floor in tears. I
cried, asking God to forgive me.

That precious day, the Lord Jesus Christ came into my heart. When I got up, I was no longer the same
person. I had a joy in my heart that was indescribable.

I knew that the Lord had taken all my sinful life to the cross. Much later, the preacher Gunther came to our
town for a several-day crusade, and my husband finally received God. Now we are happy.

We live in peace with love. I regret that I did not know Jesus in my youth, but I am thankful that he kept his
eyes on me and did not let me reach old age with nothing but a litter of alcohol under my arm. He is
merciful.

May I say to you, I don't know how anybody that goes that low could get saved. But the grace of God
reached down, and just through radio this woman came to the knowledge of Christ. Our God is so
gracious today, and I am convinced that out yonder today there are millions of people that he wants to
hear the good news.

I hope, friends, that you can think beyond Pasadena, and think beyond Southern California. There is a
world out there, and there is a merciful God. If we can only get his message to them.

May I say to you, that is the message of prophecy. That is the message of prophecy, to get the gospel out
to the world today. It is not to become fanatic and start all these crazy theories that men have today, but it
is to get the word of God out while we can.

You can get it out today. Do you know that we have never been stopped anywhere? Our program is only
jammed in Upper Mongolia. That is the only place that has ever been jammed.

When Israel crossed over into Lebanon, we were on that little station there, the Voice of Hope. We never
missed a program. Even when that Arab ran in and blew up the station he did not blow up the tower.
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There is a little house down beneath the tower. They just took our tapes down there, and we never missed
a day broadcasting. God wants his word to get out today, friends.

I hope you will get in that business. Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/69_MhdniYY8.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/j-vernon-mcgee/on-a-clear-day-you-can-see-forever/
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