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God Knows No Borders. Gott Kennt Keinen
Harten Boden (German)

by George Verwer

The sermon emphasizes the need for pioneer missionaries to reach the unreached people, particularly in the

10-40 window, and to establish churches and train local leaders.

Duration: 1:14:17

Scripture: Matthew 6:33, Matthew 9:35, Matthew 9:37, Matthew 28:19, Romans 15:20

Topics: "German"

Description

The video mentioned in the sermon transcript is a 7-minute song video by Bill Drake about the 1040
window, a needy part of the world. The 1040 window refers to the area between 10 degrees north of the
equator to 40 degrees north. The video was premiered in Korea five years ago and was widely distributed
by leaders who took copies all over the world. The speaker encourages young people to request the video
through email and mentions that it is a powerful song that highlights the importance of reaching the
unreached people in the 1040 window.

Transcript

Thank you. What a joy to be back in Switzerland again. I must be getting near my 100th visit to
Switzerland.

And that's quite embarrassing now because I still don't speak any of these languages. I do speak Spanish,
as I lived in Spain when I first came to Europe. And when I first visited Switzerland, I was living in Spain.

Thank you for coming to this seminar. It is impossible to express how strong this burden is on my heart
that I'm about to share with you. And it has been on my heart almost every single day for 43 years.

Tomorrow night, when I speak to the whole group, I may share about my conversion through the ministry
of Billy Graham in New York City. Even before my conversion, I started to be interested in those people
that had never had the Bible. I thought everybody should at least have a Bible.

I was not yet a true believer in Jesus, but I thought everybody should have a Bible. And so I started to
raise money for the Pocket Testament League, an organization distributing scriptures by the millions
across the world. And through the prayers of an old lady who sent me a Gospel of John through the mail,
and then through a Billy Graham meeting in New York City, I came to true faith in Jesus Christ and was



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

born again.

That's about 44 years ago. And by the grace of God, that has been a powerful reality every single day ever
since. One of the secrets of living a victorious life is just live one day at a time.

Don't try to think of a whole year or a whole month, I've got to live all out for Jesus. But today, let God's
Spirit fill you and let God motivate you in the work. We know it was the Lord Jesus who told us to go into
all the world, very, very clear, and preach the Gospel to every person.

Here we are, about to celebrate 2,000 years since the birth of Jesus Christ. And yet, as God's people, we
have to be honest. We have failed.

We have failed to do what the Lord Jesus told us to do. Now we have done part of it. So the body of Christ
is very good in what's called partial obedience.

Now when you get married, I hope that you will not have just partial love for your wife. Because if you do,
you're going to have a big problem. Don't tell your wife that 90% of your love is for her and you've only
reserved 10% for other women.

And so, though we praise God for all that has been done these 2,000 years, and there is much to thank
God for, and we have all of our wonderful stories, and we have all of our wonderful books, and I was with
the exhibition, and I'll mention these in just a moment, but the truth is, we have failed. Now I was in a
meeting with some Christian leaders once, and when I said, you know, we need to acknowledge that we
have failed, this guy got very, he got very upset. He said, I don't believe in failure.

I just couldn't believe what I was listening to. The Bible is a very realistic book. David failed.

You know, he was a wonderful guy, but he failed. He committed immorality. Then he committed murder.

So do you think David would say, I don't believe in failure? Is that what we read in the 51st Psalm, when
David is praying his prayer of repentance? He acknowledged his sin. He acknowledged his failure. And I
believe as we go into this new millennium, it's a time for repentance.

Now, you're mainly young people, so you haven't failed that much yet. It's my generation, it's my
generation that needs to acknowledge more wholeheartedly, we have failed to do what the Lord told us to
do. Some of you may be part of the Campus Crusade staff.

And as someone who's watched from the outside Campus Crusade, I would say they have done more
than their share to reach the world with the gospel. So I'm not sure I want to walk up to my friend Bill Bright
or Paul Esherman and say, hey, you guys have failed. I don't feel too happy about that.

Because if the body of Christ had listened to these people and others and had responded, then everybody
in the world would have received the gospel, at least once by now. When I was first going into missions, I
first went to Mexico and then Spain, I read and heard that 50% of the people in the world had not heard
the gospel. Many people believed it was more than that.

And that really gripped my heart. I wrote a book about evangelism and I put that statistic in my book. How
many of you, by the way, are into email? You're into email.
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That is good because if you email me after this seminar, you are going to get blessed in a big way. Now
I'm not going to say this tomorrow night to all these thousands of people. You are the elite group.

Most people at 2 o'clock in the afternoon anyway are sleeping. So you shall be rewarded for coming here.
All you have to do is send me an email and I will send you free book or books.

I will also send you a free CD by Bill Drake, a professional musician who I work together with. I will be
giving out my email address at the end of the meeting and other material including a list of 40 cassette
tapes you can get absolutely free of charge. So we hope at the end of the seminar you will not walk out the
door, but you'll walk up and get this free list of cassettes, get this email and there's other material here if
you're interested.

I have a new book coming out next summer. It's called Vision, Grace, Action. So if you write those words
down, next summer I'll send you that book.

It is a problem if you don't read English because most of my books are in English. But if on your email you
say German only, then we will somehow get something to you, of course in German. This is only one little
seminar.

But there's potential in this room to shape the world for Jesus Christ, just in this one room. And I hope
you'll take this time seriously. I hope you'll write some of these things down.

So when I launched into missions, 50% had never heard. Now, I'm purposely not using the word
evangelized, because mission leaders cannot get agreement as to what that means. So if someone sees
a Jesus film or gets a New Testament, I am not saying they are now evangelized.

We know hearing the gospel once is not enough. This is why most all the Christian workers in the world,
90% are working where the church already is. Even if you're in Switzerland, one of the more evangelized
countries in the whole world, there are still so many non-Christians.

There's so many people who don't even know what the Bible hardly is, young people. The need just
seems so great here. And the British think the same way about Britain.

And the Canadians, I was just in Canada speaking to 11,000 young people, their whole focus is Canada.
And I can understand that. Because they see these people around them.

And when I was first saved, my main burden was my own drunken high school. 95% of the people in my
high school were on the road to hell. How can I think about other places? 95% of the people there go to
hell.

How can I think about other places? It's only as I got more into the word of God and read more carefully
verses like Acts 1.8, you shall be my witnesses, it says. You shall be my witnesses. In Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria, the uttermost part of the earth, that was declared 2,000 years ago.

And then I discovered verses like this verse in Romans. Hear with me to Romans chapter 15. The
powerful Paul is pouring out his heart.

What does he say? This is almost 2,000 years ago. He says, it's always been my ambition to preach the
gospel where Christ was not known. He wanted to be a pioneer for Jesus Christ.
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That is what this particular seminar is about. Because today, 1999, on the edge of the year 2000, we still
need men and women as Paul who are willing to be pioneers for Jesus Christ. There's a similar verse in
Corinthians where Paul again expresses he wants to go to the unreached people.

I wonder if you've ever seen these verses. Maybe that's why you're here. And so, in English we have this
expression, you know, I'm preaching to the choir.

I'm preaching to those who are already convinced. If that is your situation, I hope you'll receive something
in this seminar that will help you be able to convince other people concerning this important vision.
Because we know this is on the heart.

We know this is on the heart of our Lord Jesus Christ. We can see this also in Matthew chapter 9. Turn in
your Bible to Matthew chapter 9. A familiar passage. The last few verses.

Jesus went through, verse 35, all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the
good news of the kingdom, healing every disease and sickness. Wow! Jesus went through all the towns
and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, healing every
disease and sickness. Wow! When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were
harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd.

Then he said to his disciples, the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. And this is one of the points
we want to drive across this afternoon. The workers are few.

Now, let's try to look at this objectively. We can't say the workers are few in Southern California. We can't
really say the workers are few, even in London, England, where I live.

We have thousands of churches in London. We have thousands of workers. Well, of course, I'm sure we
need more.

Of course, great workers go to heaven, and people need to step into their shoes. I'm not judging someone.
I'm not judging someone for staying in California or staying in London.

Though I lived in India and lived in Nepal and worked as a missionary, I ended up in London. I never
dreamed as a young missionary starting out that that operation mobilization would grow so big. And after it
became so big, I had to get some kind of international offices, and we ended up in London.

And we are overwhelmed by the number of lost people just in London. But we have enough churches, and
we have enough workers to reach them all with the gospel. Whereas other parts of the world that we're
going to talk about in a few minutes is completely different.

We're going to be talking about places like Tibet where there is no church. Some of you are probably from
Zurich. And you probably think, that's a pretty meaty city.

What would Zurich be like if there was no church whatsoever? Just try to imagine no church. There you
have Tibet. There you have Afghanistan.

There is no church in Afghanistan. There are a few workers helping people in their physical needs
because of the wonderful relief and the holistic work they do there aloud in the country. Two days ago I
talked to a worker by satellite telephone in Afghanistan.
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It is very difficult even to talk about Jesus Christ in Afghanistan. Let us continue to pray for that hijacked
aircraft in Kandahar that that situation would be resolved without all those people being killed. In the latter
part of this seminar we're going to have an opportunity to pray and for you to ask questions.

So don't worry, you're not going to have to sit there and listen to me all this time. We have a lot to thank
God for as we look back over the last years. There have been many great massive angelistic campaigns.

The Campus Crusade Jesus Project has been one of the greatest. And we in OM very much work in
partnership with that. I think of the ministry that Billy Graham has had through television and films and the
meetings.

And as I calculated all the groups or most of the groups in the world that were reaching the masses. Every
group I looked at was reaching millions. Once the church is big, like say Brazil it's easy to reach another
million people.

That's nothing. It's when the church doesn't exist that we need pioneer missionaries or otherwise the
people will never hear the gospel. To compare a place like Turkey with Brazil is like comparing dinosaurs
with chickens.

And this is one of the reasons I bring this globe with me. We want to think about some of these countries
of the world and we want to develop more wisdom and discernment about some of these countries. So we
can understand there are so many different kinds of countries.

Every country is different. Many countries have many different people groups. Afghanistan would have
Tajik people, it has Pushtun people, it has other people's groups, one country.

Some of the countries in Africa have over 100 people's groups in one country. And missiologists and
missionary leaders today we don't only speak about nations, we speak about people's groups. Like
somebody may refer to a church in Libya.

It may be an Anglican church being attended by English people who are working in the oil industry. We
thank God for that. But that is not going to reach the Libyan people with the gospel.

No. And so as we look at the countries of the world and as we hear, oh, there's so many churches in this
country we need wisdom to understand what kind of churches. And are they pioneering? Are they
reaching the unreached people? Think with me for a moment, for example, about the nations in the Gulf
area.

Dubai. Dubai. Kuwait.

These countries have churches. But all of those churches are for minority people who are working there
from other countries. Filipino churches.

Indian churches. In all the Gulf area there's only tiny numbers tiny numbers of the people groups of the
area, the indigenous people that go to any church whatsoever. So if you hear that expression well, the
church now exists in almost every nation in the world.

In some nations that does not mean a thing. And some of the churches in some of the nations are actually
doing more harm than good in terms of reaching the people with the gospel. And some of them, yes,
Christian churches don't even believe we should bother these people because all religion leads to God.
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That's what they teach. A few months ago, everybody was looking at the Pope's visit to India. India, a land
of a billion people.

And there's a persecution now of the Christian church. There have been martyrs. There have been people
killed.

Now the Catholics were very worried about the visit of their Pope. Many of the Catholics in India are very
liberal. They don't believe in winning Hindus to Jesus Christ.

But the Pope is quite conservative. So the Pope comes into India and gives this speech that all of Asia
needs to be evangelized. I tell you, was he in trouble.

But since he is the Pope, he doesn't need to worry about that too much. We live in days of tremendous
confusion. And of course, when it comes to pioneer mission work, people who are liberal in their theology
do not believe in this unless you're just going to help people physically.

But we believe according to God's Word that Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. And there is no
other way to God except through Him. We will not compromise on this because to compromise on this
would be compromise the Word of God and the teaching of Jesus.

We will not compromise on this because to compromise on this would be compromise the Word of God
and the teaching of Jesus. Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one, no one comes
to the Father except through Me.

Now let me say something that may surprise some of you. It may help some, it may hinder others. This is
the problem when I speak.

I don't find it easy to accept this teaching. And I know there are Swiss young people because I've been
corresponding with wonderful Swiss people for 38 years. Who love the Lord and they believe the Bible that
they find it difficult to believe in hell.

They find it difficult to believe that Jesus is the only way. And wanting to be sort of big hearted and open
minded, part of them wants to believe, yes, that all roads somehow with this loving God will get to heaven.
And when I was a university student struggling and battling with many doubts about my Christian faith, in a
college situation where anybody who believed the Bible was mocked and laughed at.

I really had to wrestle with this issue. And I studied the scriptures and I read books and I went through
tremendous agony. Don't worry if you go through a little agony in your heart as you become stronger in
Christ.

Don't be surprised. Remember this little expression from a Scottish theologian that really helped me. He
said, great faith is not in the absence of doubt.

Great faith is often created as we're struggling with doubt. And I believe one of the reasons my faith is
strong 44 years after my conversion is because I've struggled with so much doubt. And I'm here to say
with all my heart Jesus is the only way.

There are many things we can admire in other religions and other cultures. We can learn some things from
all of that. I read many different religious books.
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But when it comes to eternal life, when it comes to getting into heaven for eternity, Jesus is the only way.
And that's one of the reasons we must have a movement of pioneer missionaries and pioneer movements
that will take the gospel to the unreached people regardless of their religion. Now 90% of the more
unreached people in the world are living in what's called the 10-40 window.

Most of you have heard about that. If you mention on your email that you'd like a video about the 10-40
window, I will send you a powerful 7-minute song video by Bill Drake in which he sings about this needy
part of the world. I was in Korea five years ago when we premiered that video and those leaders who were
gathered in Korea took copies of that all over the world.

But many of you young people perhaps have not yet seen that. So where is this 10-40 window? Ten
degrees north of the equator to 40 degrees north is actually just the span of my hand. Starting over here in
Mauritania and in Morocco and Algeria, going through places like Libya and Egypt and Saudi Arabia, right
on through Iran and Iraq and Afghanistan, right through Pakistan and Nepal and North India and then to
back on out toward Japan.

Ninety percent of the more unreached people in the world approximately live in that megazone. I want to
ask you, does that mean anything to you? Today, because of all the great work of evangelism, many of us
feel that probably only 25 percent of the people in the world have never heard at all. So immediately, we
praise God that in the past even 40 years there have been so many at least have had a chance.

It's not enough, it's not enough, but they've at least had an opportunity. There are many other things we
could say about these nations that show that there is at least a beachhead, there's at least a beginning
stage ministry in some of these more difficult places. For example, the land of Turkey.

There are now a few millions in Turkey, who have heard the gospel. The New Testament is being
distributed. I am not sure if it's got to one million copies yet.

In a land of 70 million, they don't have a proper Bible yet. They have an old Bible with many mistakes in it,
but a few people, praise God, have a Bible. And there's a little bit of radio work.

And probably there may be a few hundred thousand who have seen a Jesus film. And there may be a
couple million that have possibly picked up something about Jesus through some television thing or some
kind of satellite thing that's taken place. But most people would say that at least 75% of all Turks have
never yet heard or read the gospel.

This was the priority country God put on my heart when I was only a baby Christian. I had never been
there. I had only been to Mexico.

I left university to go to Bible college and study how to be a missionary. And in the library, I read about
Turkey. It changed the course of my life.

As I realized Turkey, at that time, 95% had never heard the gospel. I immediately, in that year, went out to
Wheaton College and met with my old friend, Dale Roton. Some of you know Dale Roton.

He was preparing to work among the tribes with the Wycliffe Bible Translators. I was a little more blunt in
those days than I am today. I said, Dale, forget those little tribes.
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Here's Turkey with 35 million. I want you to go there. And one of the most great things in O.M.'s history
was Dale Roton, who had gone to Mexico with me originally, rejoined me and went to Turkey and started
O.M.'s work in Turkey when there was almost no missionaries in the country.

I was just in Turkey a couple of years ago. I had the joy of speaking to Christian workers from almost all
the different agencies. I interviewed Swiss missionaries.

So there is a beachhead in Turkey. There are now Turkish churches, some of them led by Turkish
believers. And we thank God for this.

We could talk about other countries. Iran, of course, there is a beachhead. Iraq, the beachhead, the
beginning of the work we mean by beachhead is much smaller.

Jordan is a strong place of Christian witness. Egypt has some churches and many, many, many believers.
But as soon as we move out of Egypt going west, we hit Libya where there is less than 12 indigenous
believers in the nation.

Tunisia is a little better with maybe now some dozens of believers. In fact, this year there have been a few
breakthroughs in Tunisia. Algeria has had some breakthroughs among the Kabbalah people who do not
like the Arabs.

So the Kabbalah people have been coming to Christ. There are thousands of Kabbalah believers. Again,
they are a minority, small people's group.

The masses of Arab people of Algeria are outside the Gospel and many of them have never once heard or
seen a Bible. Many never had anything. We may ask, why are there not more people going to these
places? There's 200,000 missionaries in the world.

Why are there so few today? Pioneer missionaries. Most are what I call maintenance missionaries.
There's two kinds of maintenance missionaries according to me.

Those who God has put there and they're doing a good work. And then those, they are just there because
they're basically ignorant. They didn't know anything else.

They heard that there was a need to go help the church in Kenya, so without examining the rest of the
world, they went to Kenya. Now don't misunderstand me. God is sovereign.

I'm not going to walk up to someone in Kenya, and say, yeah, I'd like to, but I'm not going to do it and say,
you're out of the will of God, you poor soul. Go back to start. If I didn't believe God could overrule our
weaknesses and our mistakes, I don't know what I would do.

But at the same time, you're young people. You don't want to make the same mistakes. You don't want to
only consider maintenance missionary work, going where the church already exists.

Now, if you want to hear something really funny, listen to this. Some American mission societies, where
they pay their missionaries big salaries, and I'm not saying that's wrong, they go to countries where the
church already exists, and they do the same work that you could hire somebody to do for one-tenth as
much money. But of course, we know they couldn't do it as good as the Americans are doing it.
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No wonder there are now whole books written against this kind of missionary work. The majority of
missionaries today should be going where the church does not exist or is very, very weak. I don't think
American missionaries need to go to some of these countries.

At the same time, when the Lord sends someone working through their cultural baggage, you know, I want
to be very careful in saying any judgmental thing about a particular individual. I'm talking overall concept
strategies. And I know in my own life, when I was young and to this day, there were blind spots, there was
ignorance, I made mistakes, and yet God didn't leave me.

He somehow worked through my mistakes and my humanity to accomplish His purposes. Blessed be the
name of the living God of grace and mercy. What about some of these other countries? And I just sort of
mentioned.

Like Tibet, here to the north of Nepal. I used to live in Nepal and minister a little among the Tibetans. I've
seen two mega blockbuster films about Tibet lately.

I'm sure, I know there's an infatuation with Tibet in Switzerland. I'm sure you've seen those films. I believe
you have Tibetans living in Switzerland, but there is no church in Tibet.

What a wonderful strategy to reach these people when they're in our own country. That's a good idea, isn't
it? It's not my idea. It's an old idea.

But very few people are doing it. How many of you are working among minority groups like Tibetans or
other refugees in Switzerland? Raise your hand. Raise your hand.

Come on, don't be shy. I know all Swiss people are shy. Don't be shy.

Raise your hand. Not too many of you. Maybe the rest here, you ought to just pray about that a little more.

I don't like these people. They're living over on that other side of the town. They're speaking some funny
languages.

They're also eating this strange food. No, I think I like to work among proper Swiss people. By the way,
what is a proper Swiss person? I've never had that explained.

At least everybody who names the name of Jesus should attempt to show some love to these people. You
don't have to have a special calling into a special ministry to show a little love for the immigrant people
who are here in the midst and often treated as second- and third-class citizens. Maybe as a result of this
seminar, some of us could start praying for Tibet.

Some workers are getting some short-term visits there. There may be a couple of believers there.
Shouldn't the whole body of Christ be concerned about Tibet? It doesn't mean we all go there.

It doesn't mean we all even give our money there. You can only give your money to so many different
things. But we can all be concerned.

I pray for almost every nation in the world. It's no big deal. You just get a copy of Operation World.

Or you get prayer partners living in all these different countries. And I've gone through this book two or
three times. You can get it in your official bookstore.
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And it's helped me so much. And Patrick Johnson, the author of that book, has come out with a new book.
The new edition of this book will come in about one more year.

Meanwhile, he's come out with this book, The Church Is Bigger Than You Think. And it's an excellent book
to see what God has been doing. But he also points out the remaining pioneering mission work that yet
must be done.

Now, we cannot finish a time like this without talking about China and about India. Very different countries.
China has proven to be easier for the growth of the gospel.

Because communism destroyed a lot of the religion, but couldn't give much in its place. And through all the
suffering and bloodshed, the church may have grown in China to 60 or 70 millions of people. This only
took place because of great pioneer missionaries a hundred or so years ago.

Many of them gave their blood. Once the church is established, once the church begins to grow, you don't
need as many missionaries. Unless, of course, it's a huge, you know, extra huge country, where there are
pockets of unreached people that the churches refuse to do anything.

So then you need specialists. You often need, for instance, Muslim specialists to go in and work among
the people that the other people in the church, they don't like those people. And brothers and sisters, that's
exactly what we have in India.

India doesn't have 10% as many believers as China. Less than 10%. Now, that's still a few million people.

And the Indian church, I believe, has the capacity to reach their whole nation. They're not doing it, but they
have the capacity to do it. Therefore, when we went to India way back in the 60s, we felt our work must be
training and discipling Indians to take care of their own country.

10, 15 years later, when it was getting harder and harder to get a visa, we knew we had made that right
decision. And today in OM India, we have 700 Indian workers. They're reaching 10 million people a year,
on the average 10 million with the gospel.

But if I'm honest, we have been able to do very little among the Muslims. Very little among the upper caste
Hindus. And those two groups represent as many people almost as live in the whole of the United States.

And so we know probably 25% or more of all the people of India, a billion people, have never heard the
gospel of Jesus Christ. So many people. 125 million in India, you may want to write this down, are
Muslims.

And I don't think you're ever going to forget what I tell you right now. There is almost no church
whatsoever among those Muslims. And the Indian church, whose roots are mainly in Hinduism, the Indian
church does not easily relate to Muslim people.

There are some beautiful exceptions. And we're trying to encourage, praying for the finance to see these
changes. 125 million Muslims in India.

Look across the border to Bangladesh, another 125 or more millions. Go to the west and you have
Pakistan with another 130 million. That area is often referred to as the Indian subcontinent.
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There it is, my hand is covering the Indian subcontinent. Way more than 25% have never heard of Jesus
Christ. Pakistan is still granting missionary visas.

Pakistan is allowing some work among the Afghan refugees there along the border by Peshawar. God has
set before us an open door among the unreached people of the world. We don't have time to talk much
about the Central Asian area.

All new open doors since the collapse of the Soviet Union. Some missionaries have gone. Some from
Switzerland.

So few compared to the need. Brothers and sisters, the day of pioneer missions is not over. Because of
population explosion.

Because 90% of all missionaries are working where the church already exists. The pioneer mission task in
some ways is as great as ever. And I hope you will make this a priority.

I hope you will get a copy of this cassette and give it to people. I hope you will email me for this free
material and this Bill Drake video and share it with people. You will become what I call a mission mobilizer.

I have a cassette tape. I'd be happy to send you how to be a mission mobilizer. In fact, if you pick up this
paper, you will discover cassettes available on subjects where probably you never listened to a full
message in your life.

Let me take your survey. How many of you have listened to a tape on the subject of fundraising? How to
raise money for the kingdom of God? Raise your hand. Wow, we do have a few.

Campus Crusade is one of the most gifted fundraising organizations in the history of the planet. Campus
Crusade is one of the most gifted fundraising organizations in the history of the planet. In OM, we follow a
long way behind just gasping for breath as we see Bill Bright raise another hundred million.

By the way, that's not going to help you much as you go as a missionary to Tibet. Bill will just tell you to go
out and raise your own. But at least write him and ask him to send you a little bit.

And the brand new tape I've just done on that subject is called, Fundraising is Teamwork. And it's one of
the most exciting aspects of Christian ministry I've ever had the privilege to be involved in. So I hope you'll
come up and let me and my partner Kyle here give you a copy of that.

And I hope that you'll visit the tremendous book exhibit and all the other exhibits and especially try to find
out what's going on in pioneer situations around the globe. And remember, you can be in a country where
the church exists and still be pioneering among the unreached people of that country. And some probably
would say at this point in another seminar that the teenagers of Switzerland are rapidly becoming an
unreached people's group with their own culture.

So if you go to Tibet or Turkey or Afghanistan I hope you will love and appreciate the brother or sister who
stays in Switzerland. Because we need one another. And we need that unity.

And it comes from Philippians, esteeming others better than yourself. I want to take a little time now and I'll
give you an opportunity to ask questions. I have the ability when I speak to create misunderstandings.
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My wife has been telling me that for 40 years. So in this time of question and answers this is an
opportunity to somehow sort out something that maybe is miscommunicated. So who is going to ask the
first question? Prefer that you ask in German than she can interpret it in English.

Otherwise if you ask in English she has to say it in German. Because we want everybody to gain on the
blessing or the confusion. So who asks the first question? It's very hard to get the first question.

Okay, good for you. Very good question. Fortunate, are you Swiss? German, okay.

Swiss and German people, I think generally European people have more ability to learn languages than
say Americans. How many of you already speak two languages? How many of you speak German? So
you're half way there, you're half way to Arabic. If you mix these two languages together basically it will be
Arabic.

No, that's not true. But it does mean that you will be able to learn a third or fourth language easier. Easier.

The best thing of course is to get into one of those countries and live there as soon as possible. And I'm
amazed at the people in our own ministry who are speaking fluent Arabic today. I mean it is very
encouraging from all over the world.

But in some of these situations they also need short term helpers. And people who may not know the
language. Because everywhere in the world, including the Arab world, they're learning English.

And that's the way we even get in some of these countries, by teaching English as a second language. In
some of these countries, let me tell you, anybody can teach English. Even a Swiss person who's not
speaking it so well can teach it.

There are all kinds of open doors. One of the keys is to get started, somehow to get started. And one of
the keys for Swiss people in this small, little, semi-isolated nation is to get out of the country as quickly as
possible.

Even going across to Italy can do something for you. How many have been to Italy? Well, look at that. You
have changed from your mothers and fathers.

God bless you. There's great hope for this new digital computer generation. Okay, right here in the front
row.

He would like to have the reference of the scripture in Romans 15 you quoted. It's Romans 15 and verse
20. I'm sorry, I don't have handy the Corinthian reference.

I'm sure as you read Corinthians, you'll come across that great verse where Paul emphasizes the need to
go to those who have not heard. In many countries, as you mentioned, it's very difficult to get into. The
government doesn't really like it.

Is it better to just go in there and stand there and say, I'm a missionary and preach it? But on the other
hand, if I try to have a more indirect approach, maybe it's difficult to get to the point of preaching because
I'm not straight enough. What do you recommend? I believe we need a lot of wisdom in missionary work. If
the church exists, even though it may be small, like, say, in Turkey, we need to listen to what they have to
say.
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We need to listen to the missionaries who have already been there. They may not always be in
agreement. Some will be more bold than others.

Like in Turkey, many are engaged mainly in personal evangelism. Many of these countries, you don't go in
as an official missionary, you know, with a big, giant Bible and a label on your head, I'm an apostolic
missionary from the Jumbo Baptist Church of Georgia. We need to be, as the Bible says, as wise as
serpents and harmless as doves.

There are also the times when we need to be bold. We're finding in Turkey there is freedom to distribute
carefully new testaments. There's some freedom to show the Jesus film.

Now, Turkey is completely different from Afghanistan. So, there has to be training and orientation. And
then moving with what the Holy Spirit is doing in that nation.

Right now, there's much more freedom in most places. Much more freedom than we are taking advantage
of. And the far bigger problem is getting God's people to open their hearts than it is to get these nations to
open their doors.

And if you're Swiss, you have even a greater opportunity. I've hardly met anyone who didn't like Swiss
people all over the world. There is a nation north of here where there is some tension.

And some of you are German. And right now, there's a great spirit of favor toward Germany all over the
world, even in Turkey. That's true of Canadians.

Canadians also have tremendous acceptance. And some, many people never met one, but they have
tremendous acceptance. And yet, God has also used Americans, the most disliked people in the world.

And yet, when the Holy Spirit fills them, like characters like Billy Graham, God can still use them. So, He is
no respecter of persons. And one of the reasons in our ministry we're so committed to international teams,
we find that people from different nations have different strengths and weaknesses, and if we can get
them broken before the cross together, they can make a great impact for God.

Really, I can honestly say we would like a Swiss person on every single team in OM. The cleanliness rate
alone doubles once a Swiss person arrives. And they have this national passion to shine and polish and
clean and organize.

We had a Swiss person on our team in London, and she just married a Brit and left us. And we need a
Swiss person to take her place. Let's give someone else another chance.

We've got some hands here. Paul says in one of his letters that he wants to be a Jew to the Jews and a
Greek to the Greeks. How can I, as a Christian, be a Muslim to a Muslim? Does that mean praying on a
carpet? Do I worship or go to the mosque? Every verse needs other verses to bring it into the full big
picture.

But I believe that we should try to become more Muslim, to reach Muslims. We have used this strategy in
Bangladesh. We have seen Muslims saved.

Quite a few Muslims have come to Christ in Bangladesh. In fact, there are now thousands of believers in
Bangladesh. And to keep that in balance, Bangladesh is a lot easier than some of the other countries,
more syncretistic.
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And we let the converts continue with some of their customs. And we engage in some of those customs
ourselves. Like we begin to treat the Bible with greater respect as they treat the Koran in greater respect.

We wouldn't touch the Bible anymore with our foot, which is an anathema to a Muslim, to see you touch a
holy book with your foot. That's just one of many things you can do without disobeying other scriptures.
Sorry for the extra long sentence.

But you already know this all anyway. You can just preach your own sermon. This is a huge question.

It's the hottest controversy among those who are working among Muslims. And we won't be able to
resolve that here this afternoon. Some are using the Koran and they are seeing Muslims come to Christ.

Other missionaries will not use the Koran. So, it's a hot issue. And if you're thinking about going into
missionary work, let me just say this after 42 years in this work, or more, it is very, very, very, very, very,
very messy.

But we have a great God who has no problem working in the midst of our mess. That's called grace. And if
you want a mind-bending, motivating, challenging, stretching, exciting, exhilarating book on grace, just
mention it in your email and you will get one.

It's called Grace Awakening by Charles Wendel and What's So Amazing About Grace by Philip Yancey.
Both will appear in German soon. One is already in German.

Let us now just stand up. You've been sitting way too long. Some of you are going to develop botomitis.

And let us form little triplets, groups of three people. If you're afraid of threes, you can have a two or a four.
Let's just cry out to God about what we have just talked about.

Let us pray for all the nations we have mentioned. Let us pray for workers and for finance. Let us pray for
local churches to take ownership of this vision.

So, let's do that right now in our groups of three. And I'll close in prayer in just about ten minutes or less.
Let's just pray together.

Father, we thank you for this time together. We praise you for the power and the authority of your word.
We thank you that the Holy Spirit is the chief executive officer of all real missionary work.

We are united together to see workers thrust out into the harvest. Especially some of these hard places.
We think of Libya and Tunisia.

We think of Algeria and Morocco. We think of Mauritania and Chad and Niger. We think, Lord, of Saudi
Arabia and other countries in the Arabian Peninsula.

We think, God, of Turkey and Iran and Iraq and Afghanistan. And, Lord, Bangladesh and Pakistan and
North India. We think of Central Asia and so many new countries.

We think again of Tibet and other unreached parts of China. Help us all to become more faithful in prayer.
Help us, Lord, to invest finance in this great unreached people's movement.

Help us spread the vision to other people. And may we see a grace awakening in the middle of it all. We
pray in the name of Jesus.
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Amen. Amen. Please be seated a moment.

Amen. Okay, George, thank you very much. Sorry, I have to speak in high German.

Okay, I would like to point out the 21st of August. Because, as George said earlier, it doesn't start when
we are in the country we want to go to. It has to start here.

We have to let our hearts be touched here. By praying for these nations, by participating in a course
project, two to three weeks a month, by visiting the Mission Village, go there and ask the people, ask what
possibilities there are. This can also be a possible entry.

And they can give you information about what they are here for. Okay. I wish you all God's blessings.

See you tomorrow. Bye.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/29/SID29387.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-verwer/god-knows-no-borders-gott-kennt-keinen-harten-boden-german/
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