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And Saul Hearkened Unto the Voice of
Jonathan.

by F.B. Meyer

We can learn from Jonathan's example to stand up for those who are misunderstood and plead for others as

Christ intercedes.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 19:6, Proverbs 17:17, Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:31, Romans 12:10, Galatians 6:2, Ephesians 4:32,
Colossians 3:13, James 1:19, 1 Peter 3:8

Topics: "Reconciliation", "Advocacy"

Description

F.B. Meyer emphasizes the noble act of Jonathan in advocating for David despite the potential fallout with
his father, Saul. Jonathan's willingness to stand up for his friend illustrates the importance of reconciliation
and understanding in relationships, especially when jealousy and misrepresentation cloud judgment.
Meyer encourages us to take up the cause of those who are misunderstood, even at the risk of our own
reputation, and to allow the Spirit to guide our hearts towards compassion and advocacy. He calls on
believers to emulate Christ by interceding for others and fostering a spirit of love and understanding.

Transcript

And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan. 1 Sam. xix, 6.

IT was a noble act of Jonathan. He might have withdrawn from his friendship with David when it
threatened his relations with his father; but, instead, be stopped into the breach, and pleaded for his friend,
endeavouring to eradicate the false ind ungenerous conceptions of which Saul had become possessed. It
is an example we do well to study and copy. For his love's sake, as well as for his father's, he was
extremely eager to effect a reconciliation between him to whom he owed allegiance of son and subject,
and this fair shepherd&#8209;minstrel&#8209;warrior, who had so recently cast a sunny gleam upon his
life.

Men often misconceive of one another. Jealousy and envy distort behaviour and actions which are in
themselves as beautiful as possible. Misrepresentation will blind us to the true excellences of one
another's characters. Wrong constructions are often put on the most innocent incidents. We cannot help
these things, they are part of the sad heritage of the Fall; but we may often take up the cause of a
misunderstood man, and at the risk of losing our own reputation, and diverting to ourselves some of the
odium which attaches to him, we may stand as his sponsors.
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Even if we dislike another, as Saul did David, let us give scope to the good Spirit to plead his cause at the
bar of our hearts, as Jonathan did for his friend. Let us consider all the kind and loving things that may be
said of him; let us put ourselves in his position; let us be willing to believe and hope all things. Let us plead
for others, since this is a work in which Christ's followers most closely approximate to Him who ever liveth
to intercede.
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