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A Perfect and an Upright Man.

by F.B. Meyer

God desires to teach us that our integrity is rooted in His work of grace upon our hearts, and that we must love
Him for Himself, not just for what He gives us.

Scripture: Job 1:1, Job 2:3, Psalm 139:23-24, Isaiah 6:5, Romans 7:18, 1 Corinthians 4:4, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Hebrews
12:1-2, James 1:2-4, 1 Peter 1:6-7
Topics: "Integrity”, "Divine Grace"

Description

F.B. Meyer discusses the character of Job, whom God described as perfect, emphasizing that Job lived
according to his understanding of God's requirements. Despite Satan's accusations that Job's goodness
was self-serving, God allowed trials to reveal the depth of Job's integrity and the flaws in his character.
Through suffering, Job learned to see his own sinfulness in the light of God's perfection, leading him to
repentance and a deeper appreciation of God's grace. The sermon highlights the importance of loving
God for who He is, rather than for the blessings He provides.

Transcript

A perfect and an upright man. Job ii. 3.

EVEN God spoke of Job as perfect. Not that he was absolutely so, as judged by the perfect standard of
eternity, but as judged by the standard of his own light and knowledge. He was living up to all the
requirements of God and man, so far as he understood them. His whole being was open and obedient to
the Divine impulses. So far as he knew there was no cause of controversy in heart or life. Probably he
could have adopted the words of the Apostle, "I know nothing against myself." He exercised himself to
have always a conscience void of offence toward God and man.

Satan suggested that his goodness was pure selfishness; that it paid him well to be as he was, because
God had hedged him around and blessed his substance. This malignant suggestion was at once dealt
with by the Almighty Vindicator of the saints. It was as if God said, "l give thee permission to deprive him
of all those favouring conditions, for the sake of which thou sayest he is bribed to goodness; and it shall be
seen that his integrity is rooted deep down in the work of my grace upon his heart."

But the book goes on to show that God desired to teach Job that there were flaws and blemishes in his
character which could only be seen by comparing it with the more perfect glory of his own Divine nature.
His friends sought to prove him faulty, and failed; God revealed himself, and he cried, "Behold, | am vile,
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and abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

How often God takes away our consolations, that we may only love Him for Himself, and reveals our
sinfulness, that we may better appreciate the completeness of his salvation!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/fb-meyer/a-perfect-and-an-upright-man/
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