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Matthew 24:1-2. Christ Foretells the
Destruction of the Temple.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' prophecy of the temple's destruction serves as a reminder of the transience of human achievements and

the importance of prioritizing spiritual things over earthly magnificence.

Scripture: Mark 13:2, Luke 21:3, Luke 21:6, 2 Peter 3:10, Revelation 8:3

Topics: "Eternal Treasures", "Gods Judgment"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the departure of Jesus from the temple, symbolizing the end of His
earthly ministry and the transition to His sacrifice on the cross and ascension to heaven. Despite the
disciples' admiration for the temple's splendor, Jesus prophesies its destruction, emphasizing the
impermanence of earthly glory compared to the enduring devotion of a poor widow. Mortimer highlights
the importance of focusing on eternal treasures and living in holiness and godliness in anticipation of the
day of God's coming.

Transcript

These words record a very remarkable event--"Jesus went out, and departed from the temple."

That was a memorable moment when the Lord Jesus departed from the temple, never again to enter
it--that temple into which he had been carried as a babe in his mother's arms, and where he had been
blessed by the aged Simeon; from that temple where, as a child, he had astonished the doctors by his
wisdom--from that temple where he had healed so many sufferers, and spoken peace to so many
penitents. Never more would he honor it with his presence; his enemies might have it to themselves, to
repeat within its sacred courts for a few more years their hypocritical services. On another altar he would
bleed, even the altar of the cross; to another temple he would ascend, even to the temple in heaven, to
stand before the altar there, with the golden censer in his hand. (Rev. 8:3.)

Had the disciples known their Master as well as they might have known him, they would not have directed
his attention to the splendor of the holy house. How could they expect that the King of Heaven would
admire earthly magnificence! The world's glory must have appeared dark indeed to Him who had dwelt in
the palace of eternal light!
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A little while before, he had called his disciples unto him. For what purpose? Was it to show them such an
object as the world admires? A monarch gorgeously arrayed, or a building beautifully adorned? or even a
prospect of surpassing loveliness? No! it was to show them a sight pleasing in God's eyes--a poor widow
devoted in heart to his service. For what a different purpose the disciples came to their Master!

Instead of admiring the temple's magnificence, Jesus uttered this astonishing prophecy--"There shall not
be left one stone upon another that shall not be thrown down." For nine years before the Savior's birth,
Herod the Great had kept eighteen thousand workmen continually employed in repairing the temple, and
since his death the Jews had continued to improve it. It was built upon a massive rock, and was composed
of stones, some of which were sixty feet in length. Who could believe that such stones would be thrown
down! Yet in about forty years after the prophecy had been uttered, the place where the temple stood was
a ploughed field; for the Romans caused the foundations to be dug up in search of hidden treasures.

God knows the fate of every building which now attracts human admiration. The mosque of Omar, that
stands where once the temple stood, has its appointed time. All the edifices that human hands have
reared, since the tower of Babel was begun, shall perish--they may be demolished by the conqueror, or
swallowed up by an earthquake, or gradually crumbled away by the hand of time--but if they escape all
these enemies, they shall at length be consumed in the flames; for God has declared, "The earth, and the
works that are therein, shall be burned up. Seeing, then, that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hastening unto
the coming of the day of God?" (2 Pet. 3:10, 11.) But there are some things which shall endure. Though
every stone in the temple has been thrown down, the poor widow that cast her mite into the treasury still
lives. Her love still lives. It led her once to offer two mites, and now it leads her to offer never-ending
praises. When we behold a splendid building, let us remember that a poor tattered believer is more
glorious in God's sight than that pompous fabric. Men may think him unfit to enter the magnificent gate, or
to tread upon the marble floor; but God has prepared for him a building not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens--a building that shall endure when all earthly palaces and temples shall melt with fervent
heat.
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