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Matthew 15:29-31. Christ Heals the Multitude
on the Mountain-Top.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Favell Lee Mortimer's sermon emphasizes the healing power of Christ and the importance of community support

in faith journeys.

Scripture: Matthew 15:30, Luke 5:20, Ephesians 4:32, James 5:16, 1 John 4:11

Topics: "Divine Healing", "Spiritual Restoration"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the miracle of Jesus healing the deaf and mute man, emphasizing the
importance of friends bringing the afflicted to Jesus for healing and forgiveness. The sermon highlights the
deep joy Jesus feels when sinners repent and seek His mercy, drawing parallels between physical and
spiritual healing. It encourages believers to show kindness and love to others as they have received from
friends and loved ones, ultimately pointing to the boundless love and forgiveness found in Jesus.

Transcript

The miracle wrought upon the deaf and mute man brought a host of suppliants to the feet of Jesus. The
mountain-top was his throne of mercy, and thence he rebuked the diseases of the imploring multitude.
Could any occupation have more gratified his loving heart! Yes; there was one which would have been still
more delightful to him. Had penitents implored his pardon as earnestly as these sufferers besought his
healing mercy, he would have felt a deeper joy. The day shall come when all men shall apply to Him for
the forgiveness of their sins; with weeping and with supplication shall they come, each one mourning for
his iniquity.

It is to be remarked, that the poor sufferers were brought by their friends, who cast them down at the feet
of Jesus. The afflicted creatures were not able to come alone. How could the lame have climbed the hill?
How could the blind have found the way, and how could the mute have sued for mercy? But by the
kindness of their friends they reached the blessed spot, and made known their wretched state. It may be
we ourselves owe to the kindness of our friends, under God, in times past, the salvation of our souls. Was
there no affectionate relative who expostulated with us in the days of our folly, who persuaded us to
accompany him to hear some faithful preacher, and who encouraged us to forsake the world, and to serve
the Lord? In some instances it was a mother's prayers, long offered to God in secret, with many tears, that
drew down upon the soul eternal blessings. How much do we owe to such friends for all their love to us,
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and all their exertions for our good! We ought to show the same kindness to others, that they once showed
to us. Have we no unconverted relatives to cast at the feet of Jesus by secret supplications? Have we
none to whom we might send a letter of entreaty, or a book adapted to their case? Are there none whom
we might draw to the house of God, to hear the gospel preached with fervor and with power? These
services of love bind the hearts of the children of God to each other.

You may conceive how much the sufferers who had been cast at the Savior's feet must afterwards have
loved those who had laid them there. When restored, did they not go to seek for others, afflicted as they
once had been? There was no room here for strife and contention; there was enough virtue in Jesus to
heal all who came. When men bestow gifts, there must be a limit to their extent, and this circumstance
gives rise to competition and jealousy; but Jesus is like the sun in the heavens, who has shed his beams
for ages upon benighted worlds, and is still as full of glorious light as when he first began to shine. There is
no rivalry among penitent sinners. There is a fountain in which all may wash, and be clean; there is a
heaven to which all may go, and be happy. In that abode of bliss, benefits received from our
fellow-creatures upon earth will not be forgotten. There will exist in those worlds stronger ties than the
nearest known in this. The converts who form the joy and crown of the blessed apostle Paul, are nearer
and dearer to him than children are to any father upon earth.

But if saints entertain a grateful love towards each other, what must they feel for the Savior who died for
them! Surely the mute, the blind, the maimed, whom Jesus healed, must have loved their gracious
benefactor. It is recorded of a poor blind boy, that such was his affection for the physician who had
couched his eyes and restored his sight, that he never saw him without shedding tears of joy; and that
when disappointed of an expected visit, he could not forbear weeping. The saints on earth begin to feel
this love for their Savior; but now they love imperfectly. In heaven this love will be the spring of all their
thoughts. It is written upon the tomb of one of God's servants,* this saying, which he had expressed in his
lifetime--"To love is heaven; to love a little less imperfectly is the foretaste of heaven." * See the Life of
Gonthier, the Swiss Pastor.
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