
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

Matthew 15:21-28. the Woman of Tyre.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon highlights the importance of faith, perseverance, and compassion in our relationship with God,

using the story of the woman of Tyre as an example.

Scripture: Matthew 12:13, Matthew 15:28, John 5:6, 1 Corinthians 10:13, James 1:12

Topics: "Persistent Prayer", "Faith And Humility"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer reflects on the compassionate nature of Jesus towards afflicted individuals,
showcasing various responses to their pleas for healing and restoration. Through the story of the woman
of Canaan, Mortimer emphasizes the woman's remarkable faith, patience, and humility despite her
background and the initial delay in receiving mercy from Jesus. The preacher highlights the importance of
persistent prayer, trust in God's faithfulness, and the need for secret worship and transactions with God in
times of trial and distress.

Transcript

It is very interesting to observe the various ways in which Jesus behaved to afflicted people. Some, he
offered to relieve; saying to one at the pool of Bethesda, "Will you be made whole?" and to another with a
withered hand at the synagogue, "Stretch forth your hand." Others he restored on their FIRST application
to him--while he permitted the woman of Canaan to plead long and earnestly before he showed her mercy.
Yet even this delay was the cause of her obtaining greater favor in the end; for it gave her the opportunity
of proving the strength of her faith. Before he exposed her to this test, he knew that she could endure it.
The compassionate Savior proportions our trials to our strength, and will bring upon us no temptation
greater than we are able to bear. A sharp trial is often a sign that he confides in our fidelity. Had a weak
saint been tried as Job was, he would have been overwhelmed; but God knew that his servant would
prove faithful.

When we consider who this woman was, we have reason to be astonished at the attainments she had
made. She was a Canaanite, a daughter of the cursed race. She was not descended from Abraham, the
friend of God--she was not one of the nation of Israel. No! she was descended from ignorant heathen. She
resided in the wicked city of Tyre; and she had been brought up in the Greek or heathen religion; yet it
appears evident that she had obtained some knowledge of the true God, and that she possessed a hearty
faith in his name. How could she have called Jesus the Son of David, had she not heard of the prophecy
made unto David concerning One who should sit upon his throne? She was evidently a child of God, born
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again of the Holy Spirit, and bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit--faith, patience, and humility. She had
such faith, that she believed that Jesus would have mercy on her, in spite of his apparent unkindness; she
had such patience that she continued, notwithstanding repeated denials, to press her suit; and she had
such humility, that she could bear to be called a dog. Let us now observe Christ's conduct towards this
woman. The disciples in a spirit of selfishness, and not of compassion, entreated their Master to send
away the poor suppliant. Jesus is never weary of the cry of distress; above all, the voice of faith, though
choked with tears and sighs, ever sounds sweet in his ears. The mother is glad to hear those cries which
prove that her babe lives; and the Savior rejoices to hear those petitions which are the tokens of spiritual
life.

Have we ever prayed as this woman did? Have not we as great requests to make as she had? She
implored a temporal blessing, and received an answer. Had she never prayed for spiritual blessings? Her
faith, her patience, her humility, prove that she must have prayed for them--whether beneath some
fig-tree, as Nathanael did, or in some chamber of her heathen home--we know not. She was a true
believer, and therefore must have been a secret worshiper. She had learned to trust in her God from his
dealings with her in times past, and therefore she was not dismayed by her Savior's seeming sternness.
We also must have secret transactions with our God. When we have experienced his pardoning mercy,
we shall be able to trust him with all our concerns. It is indeed a comfort to a mother, when a child is sick,
to have a God in whom to confide. Sometimes he may see good to take her child away; but He will in the
end reward believing prayer by imparting unspeakable consolation.
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