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Matthew 12:31, 32. He Warns Against the
Unpardonable Sin.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The unpardonable sin is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, and it involves sinning against conviction and with
deliberate malice.

Scripture: Psalm 51:17, Proverbs 14:12, Matthew 12:31, Luke 15:7, Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9, 1 Timothy 1:13, Hebrews
10:26, James 4:17, 1 John 1:9
Topics: "Blasphemy Against God", "Unpardonable Sin"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer delves into the concept of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, emphasizing the
severity of rejecting the truth of the gospel despite being convinced of its validity. The Pharisees'
deliberate malice in attributing Jesus' miracles to Satan serves as a cautionary tale against leading others
astray from the faith. Mortimer highlights the danger of dying unpardoned, citing the example of an infidel
who expressed regret on his deathbed for not seeking forgiveness through Christ's sacrifice.

Transcript

This is a very dreadful part of our Savior's discourse to the Pharisees. There is a sin which cannot be
forgiven, and it is a sin of the tongue. Certain words which may be spoken against the Holy Spirit, are
called, "Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit." There is a mystery in this subject which we would not presume
to attempt to remove. Yet we may form some idea of the nature of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, by
examining the conduct of those whom Jesus now addressed. The Pharisees seem to have been
convinced by the miracles of the Savior, that he was a true prophet; but though convinced, they were
determined to reject him, and to set the people against him also. In this dreadful state of mind they
accused him of working miracles by the power of Satan, and not by the Spirit of God. Had they really
supposed he was assisted by Satan, their sin would not have been so enormous; then they would have
sinned, as Saul of Tarsus did, "ignorantly, in unbelief;" but now they sinned against the convictions of their
conscience, and with deliberate malice.

That man has reached the highest pitch of wickedness, who, though himself convinced of the truth of the
gospel, endeavors to persuade others to disbelieve it. We hope there are not many who act so daring a
part. It is probable that infidels are generally deceived themselves, before they attempt to deceive others.
Such a state of unbelief, dangerous as it is, is far better than conviction of the truth, accompanied by
determined hatred against God. Such is the condition of devils, and of all the lost spirits. They cannot
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doubt the power of God; but while they believe and tremble, they vent blasphemies against his holy name.
Is any soul distressed with the fear lest he should ever have committed the unpardonable sin? let him take
comfort. His fears prove that he is not sealed up in final impenitence. At the same time, let us all beware of
the deceitfulness of sin. Though every sin is not unpardonable, every sin is dangerous. Many who have
never been guilty of the unpardonable sin, will nevertheless die unpardoned. Who can conceive how
dreadful it is to feel you are dying, and that you are not pardoned. Some impenitent sinners die resting on
false hopes; but others die in despair. Those who have stood by their death-beds, have declared that the
sight of their agonies was too horrible to be endured.

Pardon, so little sought for by sinners while they live, is not always obtained when they are dying. The
Hon. Francis Newport, an infidel, who died in 1692, in his last illness was heard to say, as he looked upon
the fire, "O that | was to lie upon that fire for a hundred thousand years to purchase the favor of God, and
be reconciled to him again! But it is a fruitless, vain wish; millions of millions of years will bring me no
nearer the end of my tortures than one poor hour." This miserable man had not faith to come to the blood
of Christ to wash away his sins. The understanding may be convinced, while the enmity of the heart
against God is not removed.
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