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Mark 10:46 to End. Blind Bartimaeus.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon highlights the importance of faith and perseverance in prayer, as exemplified by the story of Blind

Bartimaeus, and encourages listeners to follow the Savior.

Scripture: Matthew 20:34, Mark 9:27, Mark 10:52, Luke 18:1, John 9:7

Topics: "Divine Compassion", "Spiritual Healing"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the compassionate nature of Jesus towards the poor and afflicted,
highlighting how the Prince of peace often showed tenderness to those overlooked by society, like
beggars and outcasts. Through the stories of Bartimaeus and the blind man in John 9, she emphasizes
the importance of persevering in prayer and faith, even when faced with discouragement and silence.
Jesus, in his mercy, not only restored physical sight but also offered spiritual healing and eternal
blessedness to those who earnestly sought him.

Transcript

In the history of earthly princes we do not often hear of the poor and afflicted, but of brave generals and
wise senators. In the history of the Prince of peace we meet continually with anecdotes of beggars and
outcasts. Those whom men overlooked and spurned were the objects of his most tender regard. The
blind, as among the most helpless, received signal tokens of his favor. On one occasion we read of a blind
man who was brought to him by his friend. (See Mark 9.) Bartimaeus appears to have had no friends to
assist him; if he had a friend, it was that blind man who sat with him begging, and was as helpless as
himself. Far from being encouraged to come to Jesus, he was rebuked by the multitude, and told to hold
his peace. Many people anxious about their salvation have been placed in the same circumstances. No
friend has offered to lead them to the Savior, while many have rebuked them for their concern about their
souls.

On another occasion the Lord passed by a blind man, and restored his sight without waiting to be asked,
for that blind man knew neither the Savior's name, nor his power, until they were revealed to him by the
Lord himself. (See John 9.) Bartimaeus, far from being noticed by the Lord, could obtain for a long while
no answer to his earnest entreaties. His case was more trying than that of the woman of Canaan; for stern
answers were less discouraging than no answers at all. Besides, she could follow Jesus with her cries,
while Bartimaeus from his blindness was unable to find his way to his Lord. Jesus was passing by--would
soon be past--might never pass that way again, (as indeed he never did;) it was a short opportunity; it
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seemed likely it would be the only one. All things were against the poor blind beggar; but instead of being
disheartened, he "cried the more a great deal." There are some who leave off praying without having
suffered as much discouragement as poor Bartimaeus. If their cold and careless prayers do not receive an
immediate answer, they are ready to give up the case as lost, and to try no more. But those who
persevere in fervent prayer shall be blessed with blind Bartimaeus.

At length Jesus stood still. Thus he honored the beggar in the presence of the surrounding crowds. He
commanded him to be called. Those who had before rebuked him, must now have felt ashamed. The blind
man was evidently agitated and distressed, for those who called him said, "Be of good comfort, rise; he
calls you." What a joyful moment was this! With what haste the poor man obeyed the summons! He cast
away his outer garment, that it might not slow his movements, and approached his compassionate friend.
Though the Lord well knew his desire, he induced him to express it in his own words--for he loves to hear
the petitions of his people. Not only did he bestow sight on Bartimaeus, but he pronounced these words of
commendation--"Your faith has made you whole." This assurance must have been dearer to the poor
beggar than even his bodily sight, for it implied a promise of eternal blessedness. Though the Savior said,
"Go your way," yet the grateful man followed his deliverer.

Thus as the Lord journeyed towards Jerusalem, he gathered in his train fresh monuments of his power.
The march of earthly conquerors is tracked with blood; smoking villages and mangled corpses mark the
way which they have trodden, while weeping captives are chained to their triumphal chariots. But the
Savior left joy behind him wherever He went, and collected new trophies of his mercy. Thus will He come
at the last day. He will bring his saints with him; he will be attended by those whom he has rescued from
the darkness and blindness of sin and death, from the grave and its corruption, from hell and its horrors.
Shall we belong to that triumphant band? Has Jesus opened the eyes of our minds? Do we now follow him
in the way?
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