| sermon JeSl

Luke 13:1-5. Christ Speaks of Two Dreadful
Events That Had Lately Happened at
Jerusalem.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of fearing God and repenting of our sins, lest we perish, as seen in the
Lord's judgments and the conseguences of sin.

Scripture: Psalm 139:1, Luke 12:4, Luke 13:1, Romans 2:5, 2 Peter 3:9
Topics: "Divine Judgment", "Gods Justice"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer delves into the mysteries of heaven and the divine knowledge of God, shedding light
on the events in Jerusalem and the concept of divine judgment. Reflecting on the rebellion in Galilee and
the tragic fate of rebels in the temple, Mortimer challenges the common perception of judgment and
highlights the ultimate justice of God in the afterlife. Emphasizing the distinction between earthly and
heavenly judgment, Mortimer urges listeners to fear God and recognize His love as the force that
withholds immediate judgment.

Transcript

It is most interesting to us to know what passes in heaven respecting ourselves. In this passage, some of
the light of the other world is let into our dark prison.

The discourses of the Lord were often interrupted by the questions and remarks of his hearers. On this
occasion some of those present spoke of an dreadful event that had lately happened in Jerusalem.
Perhaps they thought that this event was unknown to the Lord until they told him of it. But all things that
ever had occurred, or ever would occur, were known to him, for they were appointed by him. He knew of
this appalling transaction, and he knew its secret causes.

Some of the men of Galilee had lately rebelled against the Roman power. Pontius Pilate, the governor,
had sent officers to apprehend the rebels. In what place were they found? In the temple. How were they
engaged? Offering sacrifices. Though rebels, they continued to approach God; but their services were
odious in his sight. The Roman officers respected neither the place nor the employment, but slew the
rebels, and mingled their blood with the blood of the beasts that were ready to be sacrificed. Many people
who heard of the event concluded that because these men perished in so dreadful a manner, they were
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sinners of the deepest dye. But is this the rule of God's government? Does he mark out the most signal
transgressors for the most signal judgments? In human courts of justice it is the ringleader who is
condemned, when his accomplices often escape punishment. No doubt God also would act in this
manner, were this earth the place of judgment. But there is another place of judgment--there sinners are
punished in exact proportion to their guilt. He who knew his Lord's will, and did it not, shall be beaten with
many stripes. But in this world some of the most daring offenders live at ease, and die in apparent peace.
The rich man in the parable, who lifted up his eyes in torments, had lived in luxury and been buried with
honor; while the faithful Lazarus, covered with sores, had languished at his gate. Jonathan, the generous
friend of David, fell in battle, and his body, as well as the wicked Saul's, was exposed by the Philistines.
When we hear of shipwrecks, and of fires, we often find the wicked and the just have shared the same
fate. Sometimes one out of a great number escapes alone. Is he the best, the most approved by God?
Perhaps he is the most guilty. When Saul slew the priests of the Lord, one alone escaped. It was Abiathar.
Was he a faithful priest? No! he became a rebel and a traitor. Then what are we to learn from the
judgments of the Lord? To fear THAT God who CAN destroy all his enemies. It is love that arrests his arm,
and causes him to suspend the blow that is ready to descend.

Though the righteous are slain with the wicked, they are not involved in their destruction. To them sudden
death is sudden glory. Those who have witnessed their behavior in the midst of storms, and in the
approach of death, have testified to their calmness and their joy. When the Pegasus was wrecked, there
was a pious minister on board, named Mackenzie, whose voice was raised in intercessions for his
companions in danger, until the billows overwhelmed them all. It was beautiful to behold him, surrounded
by the shrieking crew, composed, and peaceful in the midst of the tumult of the waves. Was sudden death
a judgment to this holy man? But it was an dreadful judgment to those who had despised the gospel, and
neglected their own souls. Whenever we hear of these calamities, God is speaking to us in a voice of
thunder, and saying, "Except you repent, you shall perish."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/luke-131-5-christ-speaks-of-two-dreadful-events-that-had-late
ly-happened-at-jeru/
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