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John 9:1-5. the Man Who Was Born Blind.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of suffering for God's glory and doing His will, using the example of the

blind man in John 9:1-5.

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 9:10, Matthew 5:16, John 9:2, John 9:4, 1 Peter 4:10

Topics: "Suffering And Glory", "Gods Sovereignty"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the disciples' misconception regarding sin and suffering, highlighting
the danger of following false beliefs and the importance of relying on the truth found in Scriptures. Despite
the blind man's affliction, Jesus showed him compassion and used his situation to display God's power
and grace. Mortimer emphasizes the significance of suffering for God's glory and the urgency of doing His
will while we still have the opportunity, drawing attention to the eternal impact of our actions and the need
to prioritize serving God and others.

Transcript

The disciples asked a very singular question, when they said, "Who did sin, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?" How could they suppose that any sin of the man could cause him to be born blind? It
appears that they must have entertained a superstitious notion common among the Jews with regard to
the soul. Some of them imagined that souls passed from one body to another, and that when they had
acted wickedly in one body, the next time they were born into the world, they received some punishment.
This was an idea taken from the heathen, and was very false and absurd. How dangerous it is for men to
follow their own imaginations respecting things unseen! The Scriptures give us a true account of all things;
if we would follow them alone, we should be spared many tormenting ideas. How painful it must have
been for men born blind to think that their blindness was the punishment of sins they could not remember,
and which, in fact, they had not committed! How it must have added to the weight of their calamity, to find
themselves regarded by their fellow-creatures as objects of God's especial displeasure!

But the Lord Jesus viewed this blind man with especial tenderness. Those most afflicted in their bodies
are sometimes the most honored, and the most beloved of God. There are many people who could testify
that it was through the loss of a limb, or of sight, or of hearing, they were brought to know the Savior's
power and grace.

And why did the Lord take a deep interest in this blind beggar? Was it because he felt compassion for one
who had never beheld the light of day? No doubt he did feel this compassion; but there was another
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feeling, stronger even than compassion, that filled his heart. It was the desire for his Father's glory. He
knew that in this blind man his Father's power and grace would be shown forth. Therefore, when the
disciples asked the reason of the poor beggar's blindness, he told them the reason was, "that the works of
God should be made manifest in him." When affliction is sent, let each of us reflect, "Perhaps this trial has
been appointed that God's power may be shown in sustaining me under it, or in delivering me from it." If
we love God fervently, we shall be willing to suffer in order to promote his glory.

One mode of promoting it is by suffering his will; but there is another mode--doing his will. When we are
not pressed down by the weight of some affliction, we should be seeking for opportunities of doing good to
our fellow-creatures. How impressive are the Savior's words--"I must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day--the night comes, when no man can work." The Lord Jesus knew the exact period when the
night of death would put an end to his labors of love upon earth. But we know not at what moment that
night will overtake us, and deprive us of the opportunity of serving God any more here below. Have we
begun to do the works of God? The first work is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Are we spending our
days in pleasing ourselves, or in pleasing God? How many are now wrapped in the shades of night who
misspent the short day in which they might have served the Lord!

Sometimes, when night comes on, we remember some business that we have omitted, and that we ought
to have done during the day. We think to ourselves, "We will do it to-morrow." But when the night of death
is at hand, we shall not be able to make that resolution. What has been left undone, can never be done at
all by us. If the great business has been left undone--if the one thing needful has been forgotten, how
miserable will be our condition! But if we have obtained pardon ourselves, this will not satisfy us. We shall
wish that we had helped our fellow-creatures out of their misery by directing them to the Savior. How
blessed were the last hours of Count Zinzendorf! They were spent in praising God for having converted so
many of the heathen. "I only hoped," said the Count, "to do a little good, to see a few poor heathen turn to
the Lord, and behold thousands have believed." It filled him with joy to think he was going to meet some of
them in heaven--Indians, and Negroes, and Greenlanders, whom he had never seen upon earth, but to
save whom he had sent missionaries to distant lands. Many who saw him die were heard to say, "May my
last end be like his."

If we wish to die as he did, let us now remember the command, "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with
your might." (Eccles. 9:10.)
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