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John 7:37-39. Christ Invites the Thirsty to
Come to Him.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

Christ invites the thirsty to come to Him and drink, receiving the Holy Spirit and experiencing true happiness.

Scripture: Isaiah 44:3, John 4:14, John 7:37, Revelation 22:17

Topics: "Holy Spirit", "Salvation Invitation"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about Jesus' gracious invitation to come to Him and drink, symbolizing the
receiving of the Holy Spirit into the heart. The Holy Spirit has been given abundantly since Jesus'
glorification, offering believers the power to make themselves and others happy by quenching the spiritual
thirst of the world. True believers have the privilege of leading others to the fountain of living waters,
bringing eternal blessings and joy to countless souls.

Transcript

The Savior delights more in promises than in threatenings. In the presence of his enemies he often uttered
most sweet and encouraging invitations.

On the last day of the feast of tabernacles, (even on the eighth,) it was the custom to pour large quantities
of water upon the ground, as a type of God's promise of pouring the Spirit upon man in the latter days. It
seems probable that it was in the midst of this ceremony, that Jesus stood and cried, "If any man thirst, let
him come unto me and drink." And what is the meaning of this invitation? Coming to Christ is believing in
Christ; "drinking" is receiving the Holy Spirit into the heart.

Since Jesus uttered these gracious words, the Holy Spirit has been given in large measure; for when he
was glorified and seated at his Father's right hand, he sent down the Holy Spirit. Until He had presented
an atonement for sin, this great gift could not be bestowed upon guilty man. Those, indeed, who believed
in Christ from the beginning, received a measure of the Spirit; but not so abundant a measure as those
who have believed in him since he was offered up.

This is the substance of the preaching of every faithful minister, "If any man thirst, let him go to Jesus and
drink." The whole world is suffering the torments of parching thirst. It is evident that they feel uneasy by
their anxiety to obtain wealth, pleasure, and honors; but they know not the only fountain that can quench
their thirst. They little imagine that the Holy Spirit would make them more happy than all the enjoyments
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earth can afford.

Not only would they be happy themselves, but they would obtain the power of making others happy. For
out of them should flow rivers of living water to quench the thirst of their fellow-creatures. It is an
inexpressible delight to make the wretched happy. None but true believers can do this. Kind-hearted,
worldly people often try to make their friends and neighbors happy, but they never can succeed. The
Christian has discovered the secret by which he can assuage human grief, and quiet the restless heart.
None can conceive what will be the delight of God's faithful servants when they look around in the abodes
of bliss, and behold those who once thirsted upon earth, but who now thirst no more, and when they
remember that it was their privilege to persuade them first to taste of the fountain of living waters. But
happiness will be as nothing compared to the joy of the Son of God. This joy cheered his heart when he
endured the cross. He knew that millions of souls would be made blessed forever through his blood. It is a
pleasure to remember having saved the life of a fellow-creature. Have you ever seen a young person's
eyes sparkle with delight at the thought of having extinguished the flames that were raging around her
companion? Or have you heard an old man relate how in former days he snatched a poor child out of the
water? The satisfaction that they showed may remind us of the infinite joy the Lord of glory will feel when
he looks around upon the souls that he has blessed forever. "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and
shall be satisfied." (Is. 53:11.)
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