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Courage to Show Forth the Fullness of God
by Emanuel Esh

God has committed Himself to the church and has willed His truth to triumph through us, and it is the church's

responsibility to manifest God's fullness and demonstrate God's power and love to the world.

Duration: 1:14:09

Scripture: Joshua 1:5-23, Matthew 6:33, Matthew 28:19-20, Colossians 1:18

Topics: "Courage"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of resting on God's word and staying true to it.
He encourages listeners to proclaim and meditate on God's word, and to observe and do what it says. The
preacher highlights the need for Christians to have a purpose and a burden in their Christian life, as God
has work for each individual to do. He also reminds believers of God's promise to be with them and not
forsake them, even in the face of opposition. The sermon draws from the book of Joshua and emphasizes
the timeless principle of relying on God's word for success and prosperity.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, Africa, PA, 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the freewill offerings of God's people. A special thank
you to all who support this ministry. So many things on my heart, I don't know really how it's all going to
come out, but I feel blessed, abundantly blessed in the Lord.

It's a joy to be here, meeting together with the saints, the body, the body of Christ. Part of the burden of
the message that's on my heart is the body of Christ, the church. And last Sunday, I shared a message on
courage to the church.

And maybe some of that will come out today, but I felt like the Lord would have me go a little different
direction than it did last Sunday, preach the word of living hope. So, can we just stand for prayer together?
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Let's turn our hearts to the Lord with thanksgiving and praise. Yes, Lord, we thank you.

Thank you, Father, for the ministration of every part of the body, ministering and edifying itself in love.
That's what you want the body to do, Lord. Lord, may we see a little more clearly today what you want me
to do, what you want us to do, how you want us to walk as a body, as individuals in this body.

Lord, would you give us vision? Would you give us purpose? Would you give us sight to see and hearts to
walk after you, Lord, and courage to do your will? Thank you for your word that is before us. We treasure
it, Lord. It is sweeter than honey.

It is better than thousands of dollars or gold or silver. Thy word is more better than all of that. So, Lord,
would you feed us this morning? Guide us, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.

I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold us in your powerful hand. Bread of heaven, feed us till we want no
more.

Feed us today till we are full, Lord. Already we have received so much. Lord, would you just give us a little
more? We're still hungry.

We're still thirsty. Guide us, Lord, O thou great Jehovah, in Jesus' name. Amen.

You may be seated. In the psalm that we sang this morning, that tenor mentioned that one line, one line I
picked up, God has willed the truth to triumph through us. And there's many truths in that line, but the one
that I want to bring out a little bit is that God has willed His truth to triumph through us.

The body. The body. So many things in my heart.

Lord, what should I share first? Let's turn to Colossians for a verse. I'd like to focus in the beginning a little
bit on the body of Christ, the church. And I'd like for us to be able to catch a vision of what God wants us to
do and to be.

For without purpose, without goals, we just kind of sink. We just kind of stalemate. We're discussing the
Young Men's Bible School for January this past week as a ministry.

Realizing that only about half as many were registered as last year. Three years ago we had 120, and now
there's around 60 registered. As we discussed that and contemplated and thought about that, we came to
the conclusion that our young men do not feel the need to study.

It might just be to them, just another Bible school. But I say something's missing. There's a reason why
they don't feel the need to study.

There's a reason why they don't have a vision of what God can do. Or let me say, maybe the reason why
they don't see the need to study is because they lack a vision of what God would have them to be and to
do. I believe it's very important that our young men catch a vision of the body of Christ and the work that
God has called her to do.

God has vested in her. God has willed that through her should the work of God be done. Not through the
animals, the birds or the fish.
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No, God has committed Himself to the body of Christ, the church. And if we don't have a vision for that,
we're going to stalemate. We're not going to see the need to study.

We're not going to see the need to prepare. We're not going to see the need to enter into fasting and
prayer and the work of God because we don't have a vision. And so we came to the conclusion that the
young men somehow need to catch a vision of what God wants them to be and to do.

For there's really no use going to Bible school to study. Taking off three or four weeks from work just to
study. If that's all there is, then it won't.

Then there's something missing. But if I could just throw a little bit out for you young men. If you knew that
beginning of April or May of this coming year, you were going to be thrust out to preach the gospel five
times or ten times a week.

Just imagine with me. Think of me with the circuit riders in the 1700's. Early missionaries, Moravians
coming over working among the Indians.

Young men. Jonathan Edwards was mentioned. Young men.

These men. Many of these men in their early 20's spent their lives riding the circuits of the early settlers in
this area and traveling in further west this time of the year working with the Indians and preaching among
the settlers. Daily.

Preaching many sermons a day. Riding to the next village. Preaching at every place they had opportunity.

Young men. Single young men. They had a purpose and they had a vision.

And I believe that if our young men could catch a vision of what God would have them to do. Of what God
could do with them. They would very quickly buckle down to study.

Read God's Word daily. Get up in the early morning hours and seek the Lord's face. Reading His Word
daily.

I believe the reason not more young men are registered in the Bible school is because they don't have a
vision. They don't have a need. They don't see that God wants to use them in His kingdom for His work.

Oh may God open our eyes. Colossians 2 verse 9 Speaking of Christ For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. In Christ Christ contained Jesus the man contained within Himself as He walked in
the face of the earth.

All the fullness of the Godhead bodily. The creator of the universe. Our God became flesh.

And in that body dwelt the fullness of the Godhead bodily. That's the picture of Christ. I'd like to read a little
bit out of a book by Watchman Nee The Release of the Spirit about this.

I went through this book during the November Bible School with the youth that stayed in our home in our
morning devotions. I read to them out of this book each morning and shared with them the vision that I
have or the burden that I have or what I see needs to happen or what I see God can do in the hearts of
each individual as brothers and sisters in Christ. And it has to do with this fact that you and I hinder God's
work by not being able to release the Spirit of God that dwells within us and let it flow out of us.
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Does anyone know what I'm talking about? Is there a time when you feel the Spirit of God burning within
you and you want to do something but there's no way to release that Spirit to flow freely out of you? That's
what we're looking at. And I shared with the youth at Bible School and went through that and they loved it.
They delighted in it.

It ministered so to my soul. We are a three part being. We are a spirit, a soul and a physical body.

The spirit is called the inward man. The soul is called the outward man. And then that all resides in this
physical body with the flesh which you see.

When a person is born of the Spirit of God, the Spirit of God comes and dwells in the very heart of our
being which is our spirit. And unites with our spirit and they become one. And there the Spirit of God lives
and dwells and moves and He wants to use each one as an individual vessel for the Kingdom of God.

But if our soul, if our old man is not broken, is not a yielded vessel, then the Spirit of God that dwells within
is hindered from flowing freely out of it. Are you with me? And that's why He calls the release of the Spirit
this book by Watchman Neath. The picture there is the woman with the alabaster box.

She came to Jesus. She broke that box. And the fragrance of that that was in that box filled the room.

But unless that box were broken, it would not release the fragrance. And likewise, unless you and I are
broken, humbled, yielded vessels in the hand of God, we will not be able to release the fragrance of the
sweet Spirit of God dwelling within us freely. And we hinder the work of God as individuals.

We are not able to freely flow. Reading from Watchman Neath. If we really understand the nature of God's
work, we shall readily admit that the outward man, which is our soul, is truly a formidable hindrance.

Surely God is considerably restricted by man. When the people of God acknowledge this, they will be
ready to know the ultimate purpose of the church and its correlation with God's power and God's work.
There came a time when God committed himself to human form in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.

Before the word became flesh, God's fullness knew no bounds. Once the incarnation became a reality,
God's work and God's power were limited to the channel of his flesh. The question then was, Will this
man, Jesus Christ, restrict or hinder God? Will he hinder the manifestation of God? Because God had
committed himself to that one man.

We are shown from the Bible that far from limiting God, he has incredibly manifested God's fullness. Jesus
did not restrict or hinder the fullness of God dwelling within him. But it freely flowed out.

The rich fullness of God was channeled without restriction through his flesh. However, in our day, God has
committed himself to the church, his body. Currently, his power and his work flows in through the church.

Just as in the Gospels when we find all of God's work given to the Son, so today God has entrusted all his
work to the church and will not act separate or apart from it. Think of the church's tremendous
responsibility. God's commitment to the church is like his previous commitment, without reservation or
restriction to the one man Christ.

However, now it is, we are the local body, we are the body of Christ. Jesus of Nazareth was God himself.
His whole being from within and without revealed God.
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His emotions reflected God's emotions. His thoughts reflected God's thoughts. He said, not I, not that I do
my will, but the will of him that sent me.

Jesus said, just before he was crucified, he said, except a grain of wheat fall into the ground, it abideth
alone. And in a sense, he was speaking of himself, saying that except I die, there will be not this fruit
coming forth out of my life. The basic teaching of the Gospels portrays that the presence of God portrays
the presence of God in one man, Christ Jesus.

While in the epistles, they declare that God, they declare God through the members in the church. May
our eyes be opened to this glorious fact that God dwelt in the man Christ Jesus, but now he dwells in the
church, the vehicle of his purpose for this earth. And that's why what Tanner pulled out this morning, God
has willed the truth to triumph through us.

Not through the sinners, not through the animals, but he has willed his truth to triumph through the body of
Christ. In him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And then if we look at Ephesians chapter 1, the
end of the chapter speaking of Christ, how he was raised from the dead, set up the own right hand in
heavenly places, far above all principality, power, might, and dominion in every name, but is named not
only in this world, but also in that which is to come.

That has put all things under his feet, gave him to be the head over all things to the church, the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. Very clearly saying that in Colossians there, the
fullness dwelt in Christ bodily. And now in this verse, we very clearly see that the fullness is given to the
church.

If the church hinders or restricts God, how shall God be made manifest? Is that not a responsibility? I
thought of Tanner's going to Tulaway. And verses came to me like this. Scriptures that says, as I looked at
them going there, realizing that they are going to go there and they are manifesting God to those people.

They are going to be the manifestation of God to those people. Most of those people have never seen any
true manifestation of God. And this verse came to me, it says where two or three are gathered in my
name, there I am in the midst of them.

And you are going to be manifesting God to those people. What a responsibility. Is it not important that we
give a clear sound on the trumpet? Is it not important that we give a clear demonstration of who God really
is? Oh, it's so important.

Jesus did not hinder the flow of the Spirit through him. But for the joy that was set before him, he endured
the cross. I thought of some examples of Jesus.

He manifested God likeness. He manifested the likeness of God to all around him. In many, many ways.

When he saw the sick, he had compassion on them. And he ministered to them. And when you look at it
this way, you can see the heart of God, our Father, reaching out to that sick person and longing for that
person to be healed of his sickness.

God, who has created us in his own image, we, at our own choice, took part in the sin, have become
partakers of the nature of Adam, not by our choice, but by choice. But that is our nature. And we, by our
own choices, partook in sin and have become a wretched, debilitated people without God, without Christ.
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But in Christ, we can be washed and be saved. And God looks upon humanity as a beautiful specimen
that he has made. And he longs to see us walking in the beauty of holiness.

Not living in the filth and the sins and the flesh. And so forth. But when God came on this earth in the form
of a man in Christ Jesus, when he saw the sick and we see how Jesus ministered to them, we can see the
glory of God.

We can see the heart of God. We can see that God loved that person. And he reached down and he
wanted that person to be whole.

And Jesus would lay his hands on him and touch him and the man would rise up and walk and be made
whole. I think of the lepers. Jesus was not afraid to go and touch the lepers.

But when he saw the leper, you can see his heart going out at that person. Did we see God our Father?
Can we see the heart of God in Jesus? In everything he did. We know so little of suffering.

I was reading an account this week of a leper colony and I don't even know where it was. But there was
this huge area of quite a number of acres that had a wall around it. And inside this wall was a leper colony.

And everybody that went through that one single gate to go into that leper colony would not come back
out. But they would go in there because they had leprosy. Because they had to be separated from the rest
of the people.

Leprosy was a very easily spread disease. And if you were found to have leprosy, you had to go to that
colony, separate it from the rest of the people and you lived there until you died. Suffered.

Two young men. The account reads of how a man could go up on a little hill outside of that leper colony.
And there he could look in across the wall and he could see what was going on inside there.

And the people in this leper colony, they were all in the same shoes, all in the same boat. They all had
leprosy. And they all knew they were going to die.

But they cared one for another. They loved each other. And the account goes and says that this man on
this hill could look in this leper colony and there he could see what they were doing.

There was one man who had no feet. His feet had rotted off and fallen off. And there was another man
who had no hands.

His hands had rotted off. That's when the disease had eaten him. And he could see the man that had feet.

He carried the man who had arms, who had hands in his arms like this. And they were farming together
and they were planting corn together. And he would carry this man and that man who had hands would
drop the seed, would make a hole with one hand and drop the seed in.

And the man with feet would step on that and close the hole up. And they were planting corn that way. And
the challenge came to God's people.

Who would take the Gospel to these people? And two young men decided, they said, we'll do it. And they
knew that when they walked through that leper gate, they would never come back out again. But they
loved.
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And they took the Gospel in there and ministered life to them. That's the heart of God. That's manifesting
God.

And when Jesus would see the leper, He would manifest the heart of His Father and reach down and
touch them and heal them. And you can see the manifestation of God Himself. I don't know what God will
ask you to do, Brother Tanner, but it doesn't really matter.

You're going to be manifesting the presence of God every day. And they're going to watch you. I think of
the heart of God and how He must have been grieved about the sins of humanity.

And He sent His Son to rescue us when Jesus was there in the house and the man who was born of four
came to Him, was brought to Him, left down through the roof. I see the heart of God yearning. Not only
that the man would be healed physically, but that the people around him would understand that God has
the power to forgive sins.

And Jesus broke the ice or He kind of like broke out there in that situation and said, By sins be forgiven
thee. And there we see the heart of God again. God is yearning for sinners to have their sins forgiven.

And He's manifesting His yearning heart for sinners to be delivered and set free by His Son Jesus Christ in
whom dwells the fullness of God. And there I can just see Jesus, His ministry may just have been
beginning. I'm not sure how far His ministry was.

But people didn't understand what it was all about. They didn't know what it was all about. And here this
sick man lies in front of Him and the yearning heart of God wasn't just that this man would be made well,
walk and be able to walk.

No. But He was yearning and saying, By sins be forgiven thee. What a powerful Word of God.

And the people around there said, Who can forgive sins but God? And we see God is being manifested in
Jesus Christ. We see that. I think of when the woman who was caught adultery came to Jesus.

Again, how His heart must have yearned for a woman who was caught in the snare of adultery. Maybe
she was a harlot. Maybe she had been mistreated and abused by the girl and this was the only way she
could find fulfillment.

I don't know. But the heart of God yearned after that woman in her situation. And Jesus said, Neither do I
condemn thee.

Go and sin no more. I think of how He fed the 5,000. I think of how He patiently discipled His followers who
were continually concerned about position, pomp and power.

Amen? I think of how He sorrowed over Judas when he betrayed Him. I think of the loneliness they must
have sensed when they all ran and fled in the Garden of Gethsemane. I think of the love that He had for
little children.

This is the heart of God being manifested in Jesus Christ. Let the children come to Me! And He picked
them up and He held them. That's the heart of God.

I think of when He met the funeral possession there in the city of Nain. It says that it was the widow and it
was her only son. It's a very specific thing there.
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She's a widow with only one son and her son has died. And this widow has no means of life, of food or
anything after that. And there the heart of God reached out and ministered to that widow woman and
raised her son from the dead because she needed Him.

I think of the stories of the Good Shepherd. Jesus is describing the heart of God. Of the shepherd going
out after that one lost sheep.

I think of how when He described the story of the prodigal son. We see the Father's heart there. We can
once again, just as we study the life of Christ, we can see the heart of God just coming out of Him.

God was not restricted. But the fullness of God was in Christ Jesus and manifested for you and I to see
who God really is. I also thought of, also was thinking of Jesus standing before Pilate with all power in His
hand.

But He humbled Himself to death. He knew what His calling was. He had a clear call, clear purpose, clear
vision to die for the people.

He allowed them to mock Him, spit on Him, pluck His beard, His hair out and dress Him like a king and
bow down before Him in mockery, such mockery. He allowed it all to come. And they took Him and they
bound Him to that whipping post and gave Him 39 stripes and lashes which many men died from.

And there, again, I thought about that. I thought He bore it all. And I thought of Jesus when they laid the
cross upon Him after that and He carried the cross out of Jerusalem and up that hill and there He couldn't
go anymore and they had someone else carry the cross and they carried the cross out there and they
nailed Him to the cross and hung Him up to die.

I believe that it was not put on. Jesus didn't just put on a good front. I guess I'm kind of thinking that He
probably put on a pretty good front.

He said, Father, forgive them. They know not what they're doing. But I believe that there was love shining
out of His eyes for every one of His persecutors.

I believe that as He took His hands and He drilled nails through there, there was deep love in His heart for
every human being, including those soldiers. And there was a yearning love for them. I believe that He
wasn't put on.

He actually loved them. He said, Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.

That's the manifestation of who God really is. And then as He looked down upon His mother, He took care
of her. He assigned someone to take care of her.

John, behold your mother. Mother, behold your son. The heart of God manifesting itself.

And all the people who walked by and saw those things, they didn't understand. But they were viewing and
seeing who God really is. That is the manifestation of God.

And God was in His fullness in Christ. And Christ did not hinder the fullness of God from being
demonstrated and worked out through His own heart and His own life. He didn't hinder it.
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But now, this same fullness has been given to the church. The same power, the same responsibility has
been given to you and me. As individuals, each one of us carries a great responsibility to manifest the
presence of God.

To manifest, to be like God, each one of us. And when you get a body together of individual members
coming together as a body, that's the church. Then that church is to demonstrate the fullness of the
Godhead bodily.

If we lose a vision of that, may God help us. Do I see the importance of a godly life every moment of the
day? Do I see the importance of how I respond and react to every situation? It is to be a manifestation of
God Himself. Why? He's dwelling in here.

And if I am allowing, if I am a broken, humble vessel, then the Spirit of God within me will respond through
my spirit in a godly manner whatever comes or goes in my life. Amen? And when we have many brothers
and sisters together, that will be a glorious thing. I picked up this paper out of Denny's office, and I'm going
to read it to you.

Tozer, it's something by Tozer on Separatism from the World. I don't know if Brother Denny preached it
here or shared it yet, but I'm going to share it anyhow. I think it fits.

The church's mightiest influence is felt when she is different from the world in which she lives. Her power
lies in being different. This power rises with the degrees in which she differs and sinks as the difference
diminishes.

This is so fully and clearly taught in the Scriptures and so well illustrated in church history that it is hard to
see how we could miss it. But miss it, we do. For we hear constantly that the church must try to be as
much like the world as possible.

Except, of course, where the world is too sinful. The goal of the church is not to become like the world, but
one of the goals is to be different. Let me read the first part again.

The church's mightiest influence is felt when she is different from the world in which she lives. Her power
lies in being different. And this power rises with the degree in which we differ and sinks as the difference
diminishes.

Let us plant ourselves on the hill of Zion and invite the world to come over to us, but never under any
circumstance will we go over to them or join them. The cross is the symbol of Christianity, and the cross
speaks of death and separation but never of compromise. The cross never speaks of compromise.

No one ever compromised with a cross. The cross separates between the living and the dead. The timid
and the fearful, they'll cry, Extreme! And they're right.

The cross is the essence of all that is extreme and final. The message of Christ is a call across a gulf from
death to life, from sin to righteousness and from Satan to God. By Tozer.

What would God have us to do? Some of you might just be hearing another message. Some of you might
go home and say it was good. Others may begin to do something about it.

I'd like to talk a little bit about courage. So far, this has just been the introduction. To stir our hearts, to
recognize the call of God upon the body, the church.
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To recognize the work that is ahead of us. To recognize how much it's needful for us to manifest Christ to
the world, to everyone around us. Without a burden, without a call, without a purpose, we will die.

And if you're sitting here today and you don't have a purpose in your Christian life, I beg you, sit up and
listen carefully. God has work for you to do. Turn with me to Joshua.

I'm going to go through this briefly because the clock seems to be going extra fast. The last part of the
message here has to do with courage for the church. And how she should walk.

Joshua chapter 1. So many things that we could take from this, and as I read these first nine verses, I'd
like for you to just ponder with me. Joshua is at a time when there's a transition from the wilderness to the
land of Canaan. The land of Canaan is the promised land.

In this land there are lots of giants, there's walled cities, and there's work to do. But in this land there is a
promise to be fruitful, and many good things, and many blessings have been promised for many
generations to the children of Israel. First to Abraham, where he was promised he would be given all the
land there.

After Abraham parted with Lot, God brought Abraham up into the mountain there somewhere, and He
said, look around you, all this land I'm going to give to you. He promised the same to Isaac and Jacob and
so on down. And the promise is also to Israel in the book, to Moses there.

But Moses was not able to enter into that land, the promised land. But I believe that this is a picture of the
Christian life many times. God has a place for us which is, we see in the book of Ephesians, which goes
side by side with the book of Joshua.

Joshua was promised this land, and He would take the people in there, and they would take the land. The
land was already given to them. They were already promised victory.

They were already promised they couldn't lose. They were already promised that God would be with them.
And it's the same picture that you and I have today in the church.

God wants us to go in and take this promised land of all the beauty and blessing that God has, the gifts
that God has given to the church, His body. And there's deeper things for us as Christians to enter into.
More than just the nominal, yes, I'm saved, praise God.

No, there's work to be done. And God has work for us to do. Some of the children of Israel, they were
satisfied to stay on the other side of Jordan.

They were settling down. It was nice. They liked it there.

And many Christians part there. They never cross over that River Jordan and go after the deeper things of
God, the deeper things of Christ, the power that God has vested in the church. It says, she's the fullness of
Him.

Are we exemplifying the fullness of Christ as a body? We're called to it. It's there. It's before us.

Let's read in Joshua. Listen carefully. Now, after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, it came to
pass that the Lord spake unto Joshua, Moses' minister, saying, Moses, my servant is dead.
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Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan. Vow all these people unto the land which I do give to them, even
to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot should tread upon, that have I given to you
as I said unto Moses.

From the wilderness in this Lebanon, even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the
Hittites, unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. There shall not any man
be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.

I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage, for unto this people shalt thou divide
for inheritance the land which I swear unto their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very
courageous that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law which Moses, my servant,
commanded thee.

Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper with us wherever thou goest. This
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous,
and then thou shalt have good success. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage.

Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee wherever thou goest. Moses, my
servant, is dead. Now, therefore, arise.

I thought of how we are entering it as a nation. There's a new president, destined to be ordained to lead
this country. I don't know what kind of changes that he's going to bring.

I don't need to be afraid of that. But I can look forward to changes. Here were the people in the wilderness
traveling for 40 years.

A whole generation had grown up. They were used to this wilderness life. This was all they knew.

Many of them. Hundreds of thousands of them. This is all they knew.

Was the wilderness daily food from heaven, living there, the cloud to o'ershadow them by day, keep them
out of the sun, and the cloud by night to give them light. This is all they knew. There was a change coming.

Maybe there were some who didn't want to do it. I don't know. But there was a change coming.

How would you and I face changes? We don't like changes, do we? We kind of like it the way it was.
There's a change coming. Moses, my servant, is dead.

Now, therefore, arise. Go over this Jordan. Now, and all these people to the land which I do give to them,
even the children of Israel.

Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon that have I given to you as I said to Moses. I want to
talk about courage in the last part of the message. And there's four pillars that hold up this courage that
you and I so desperately need in our Christian life.

We need courage to do that which God has called us to do. The first pillar which courage rests on is the
assignment. And this is why I gave the introduction the way I did, because I wanted you to see that the
church today has an assignment.
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Amen? If we don't have an assignment, there's no need for courage. There's no use trying to raise
courage up. There's no use putting air in the tire if you're not going to use it.

And so, just trying to raise up courage is not the issue. But, if God has spoken, if God has given a
mandate, if God has given direction, if God has called me to a specific work, then that's the first pillar that I
need to rise up to be able to do. Courage rests on that pillar number one is the assignment from God.

And the assignment to Joshua was, go, arise, over this Jordan, thou and all this people, unto the land that
I give them. Every place that you tread upon, I will give to you. It's already given.

Take this land that has been promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And what is it? He describes it from
the wilderness of this Lebanon, even to the great river, down to Egypt, to the river Euphrates. Where is the
river Euphrates? I looked on the map.

The river Euphrates goes way up into Turkey, the Hittite kingdom up there. Which is during Solomon's
reign. His reign included up to the river Euphrates.

And it went from the wilderness, the desert area, the Arabian desert, all the way to the great sea. That's
what it's describing here. Toward the great sea.

The great sea, toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. That is the first pillar. A description
of the work that he was to do.

What would you say is the description of the work that the body of Christ should do? I want you to think
about it. Corporately. What is the description of the work that God has called you personally to do? If God
has given you a work to do, then take courage.

The second one is God's presence. Verse 5. There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the
days of thy life. As it was with Moses, so I will be with thee.

I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. What more do you need? What a wonderful promise, right? What a
blessing! I think of what he said to the disciples before Jesus up to heaven. Up to heaven.

What did he say? Go ye into all the world. Make disciples. Preach the gospel.

And then what? Lo, I am with you always. If you were to make a study of the men of God in the Bible, the
men of God that were called to specific work, you would see that most times, almost every time, when
God called the person and gave him a work to do, God said, I will be with you. Abraham.

He called Abraham, and he made a covenant with him, saying, we're inseparable. We're together. When
Isaac was on his way down to Egypt in the famine, the Lord called him and spoke to him and said, Don't
go down.

Stay in the land, and I will be with you. Gave him direction and promised, I will be with you. When Jacob
laying there with his head on a rock there the night that he had a dream, he saw the ladder up to heaven
and God spoke to him.

God said to Jacob, This is the land I have for you. Do thus and thus, he said, and I will be with you. Just
search it out and see how often God says to those men, I'll be with you.
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When he called Gideon to go destroy his father's altars and cut down the groves. Two times he said, I'll be
with you. I will be with you.

So brothers and sisters, it really doesn't matter what the assignment is. If God gives you an assignment,
He promises to go with you. He promises to do that.

When he came to Mary, when the angel came to Mary and said, Mary, hail thou that art highly favored.
The angel appeared and scared her. Thou art highly favored.

You know what he said next? The Lord is with you. Yeah. He'll go with you.

The second pillar here is that He will be with you, His presence. And that's what He said to Joshua. I will
be with you.

Enter into the land. As I was with Moses, so I'll be with you. Courage rises.

Who can be afraid when God is with Him? Who can be afraid? The third pillar is focus determination. A
repeat is given. Be strong.

Good courage. For unto this people shalt thou divide from inheritance the land, which I swear unto their
fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous.

We can be sure that when God gives us a mandate, when God gives us direction, when God gives us an
assignment, He says He'll go with us. But we also know that that's when the storms of life will come. We
know it will not be easy.

I thought of the disciples going across the Sea of Galilee there. Jesus asleep in the boat. He was with
them.

And they just woke Him up and said, Oh, Jesus, save us. We perish. And He stilled the storm fine.

The next time they went across the Sea again, this time Jesus was not with them. And the storms came.
They were about to perish again.

They're in fear and trembling. Oh, how they longed to have Jesus with them. But Jesus wasn't with them
at that time.

What a thing. How would it be to have an assignment from God and not have His presence go with us?
Moses, he didn't want angels to go with him. He wanted God's very presence itself.

Lord, go with us. And this focus, the third pillar is courage rests on focus, determination, and repeat. And
when God goes with us, He also gives us courage to continue on in the face of opposition.

We can be certain storms will come. We can be certain trials will come. Sorrow, heartaches, hardships.

Oh, we have it so easy. We have such a comfortable Christian life. Oh, may God have mercy on us.

We often pray, God protect us. God protect such and such and so. No, I think we should be praying, God,
just use us.

Just use us. Suffering's a very real part of the Christian life. But we don't know much about it.
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The third pillar is courage rests on focus and determination. God repeats Himself again and goes on. God
wants to take one step at a time.

Don't fall in the trap of thinking I'm not fit yet or I can't do it. No. When God calls, He goes with you, and He
gives you encouragement to continue to press on.

One thing you can write down is that there will be opposition. If you have a call of God, if you're doing the
work of God, it's not a battle, not a playground, but a battlefield. The fourth pillar we have here rests on the
Word of God.

End of verse 7 and verse 8. He says, Be careful to observe to do all the law which Moses, my servant,
commanded thee. Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper with us
wherever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein.

For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, then thou shalt have good success. These are Old
Testament scriptures, but the principle is the same as the New Testament. When God is called, when God
has given an assignment, and He's promised to be with you, and gives you encouragement in time of
storm, one thing's sure.

Courage rests on God's Word. You can rest assured in God's Word. Stand in His Word.

Stand in the truth of His Word. Don't deter from it. Don't turn to the right or to the left, but stay right in.

The fourth pillar rests on the Word of God. It says it shall be in thy mouth, meaning proclaiming it. Speak
about it.

Talk about it. And it says meditate on it. Hide it in your heart.

And then it says to observe to do. This is a very simple, very clear instruction for us as Christians. Amen?
It's not complicated.

But we need to do. Observe. Be careful to observe to do all that is written therein.

And we have today the New Testament. We have the New Covenant. In Joshua 23, later on in verse 14
and 15, it says that nothing failed that God had promised to do for Israel.

Nothing has failed. God has promised to do everything. God has kept His promises.

And in all the promises, all the good things that God has promised to the children of Israel, He did not fail
to keep one of them. In Joshua 23, verse 14 and 15. What is the church's responsibility today? What are
we doing? It takes courage for a father to face his son.

It takes courage to go and talk to my son about his needs. It takes courage to talk to our daughters about
their needs. It takes courage to speak to my brother when I see a need in his life.

It takes courage to talk to the unconverted young men. Does it not? As a father, I need courage to do what
God has spoken to me. It takes courage to address my brother when he comes late to church on Sunday
morning.
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Doesn't it? It takes courage to train the children to get up in the morning when they ought to. It takes
courage to reprove, to rebuke. Sinners, they encourage each other to sin.

They dare one another to sin. They dare one another to talk evil, speak evil, to do evil. Brothers, it's easy
to encourage brothers to be strong, be of good courage.

But it does take courage to confront. We don't like confrontation. It takes courage to face a rebel, a flirt, a
lukewarm, a sinner.

It even takes courage to face my own needs. Doesn't it? It takes courage to get up in the congregation and
say, I have a need. Would you please pray for me? It takes courage to face those around us, to discipline
the child when it needs a spanking.

Instead of waiting until the frustrations mount. It takes courage to face the enemy. How can I expect to
have courage to face the devil if I can't face my brother? How can I face the enemy when I can't face my
children? And so forth.

Just a few pointers there on us as fathers. I could say much more about elders. Leaders of churches.

It takes courage. But if God has spoken and God has promised to be with me and I'm resting on His word,
courage will rise up. Why? Because I have a purpose.

I have a goal. I see a need. God has vested Himself to the church.

If I don't do my part, I will hinder the manifestation of God. If I don't have enough of courage to do what
God is calling me to do personally and in the congregation specifically, it will hinder the free flow of the
Spirit of God in this local body. If you're here today, you're part of this body and you're not walking in
freedom or you are walking in sin, you are a hindrance to the flow of the Spirit of God in the body
corporately.

But take courage. Face the issues. Face every one of those giants in the promised land.

I used to think that when the children of Israel took the promised land, that they had... I can't draw the land
very clearly, but you have the seas over here and you have Israel somewhere in this area here today. This
was the promised land that went way up to here somewhere. And I used to think that when Joshua took
the land that he went and took all this land and drove out all the inhabitants and that the inhabitants were
kind of living on the side of here and that later on when Israel became weak, that the inhabitants would
come back into the land and take over.

I don't know if you ever had that picture in your mind or not, but that's not the picture at all. They took the
land. They claimed the land.

They took... They overcame the kings that dwelt in the land. But the people... But they failed to drive out
the people of the land. And there were many pockets of many different kinds of Canaanites, Hittites, still
dwelling in the land.

And when Israel was strong, then these people were subdued. But when Israel fell into sin, then these
people rose up, as you could read in the book of Judges, and they would oppress and come back and
take over the land again. And that's a picture of what happens to Christian life if we don't deal with all the
giants in our land.
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Shall we kneel for prayer? Father, we come in Jesus' name, that name whereby You have vested all the
power of heaven and earth in, that He was faithful to the end, laying down His life, loving them to the end,
loving all mankind, giving His life for a ransom. And now that You, Father, You have vested in the church
that same fullness of power, the same fullness of joy, what a responsibility, what a privilege. Yeah, oh,
Father, give us grace to fulfill the calling on our life.

Give us grace to go, Lord, knowing that You go with us in whatever You're calling us to do. Oh, Father,
would You give courage, let courage rise in the hearts of each individual, each father here today. Let
courage rise in each mother.

Let courage rise in every brother and every sister to rise up, to recognize the responsibility and to do the
work of God. Oh, Father, would You in mercy look upon us and stir our hearts unto the work of God. We
love You, Father.

We delight in Your Word. And we take it seriously this morning. Grant us grace to face the giants in our
own lands.

May You go with us, Lord, in Jesus' name. Amen. I love that picture of the broken vessel.

You know, the alabaster box is broken. The ointment poured forth and... So it is in our lives, you know, like
Brother Emmanuel shared, as our lives are broken before the Lord, the Spirit comes through each one of
us. And, you know, that's the importance of not resisting the work of the Spirit in our own lives.

That His Spirit can flow freely. We're yielded to His will, His divine will for our lives from day to day. And as
His Spirit continues to flow and minister to the body of Christ and minister to the world.

Thank you, Brother. As I think of that Scripture in Ephesians, it says, And He, Jesus, has put all things
under His feet and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the church
being His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all. The fullness of Christ is only manifested through
His body.

And that's why, you know, that's why I believe it's very important for, you know, for people to recognize the
need of the body. Because it's only through His body, the fullness of Christ is manifested. So let's be a
church.

You know, I think of the messages that have come forth, you know, of full surrender, on pressing in, and
now a message of a visionary message of God's calling for us, His assignment, His desires, where He
wants to take us. As we allow His Spirit to flow freely, He will take us there and enable us, whether it's with
our thought, whether it's with you as fathers, God speaking to you in regards to your children, or whether
it's us as a church in a direction He wants to take us. I'm excited.

I am. To say the least, you know, I know us ministers are working with the Home Fellowship leaders, and I
just see God laying a foundation underneath us, underneath us, underneath us as fathers and as a church
in the direction He wants to take us. And I'm excited what God wants to do in our midst.

So let's be faithful in those things God is speaking to us about. Does anyone care to share? We'll take a
few minutes yet. Get your hand up.
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Commenting on the message or anything you'd like to share briefly. Others? Slip your hands up. Do we
have another mic, Robert, or just one yet? OK, we have another mic.

So get your hands up. I was very blessed today by the messages. I can't share everything, but one thing
that stuck out to me, convicted me, was those men that went to the leopard colony and went in there and
just gave their life, and I was just... God showed me how selfish I am, you know.

I would be afraid to do that because what would happen. And I just realized God just touched me there
and I, you know, and also about it takes courage to do that, to go in there. And what motivates that, I
believe, is the compassion and the love.

Do I love God enough and the lost to have the courage to go to them? Do I love my brother enough to
have the compassion enough to go to him? Or it may be children or whatever it may be, the compassion
that drives us to to speak and to admonish or to share whatever they need or give. And I was challenged
today. So thank you and God bless.

Brother Jim? Anyone else? Sisters, likewise? I'm always blessed at the way God weaves a common
theme through the main message, the opening, family sharing, even the children's lesson. And I just want
to give Him glory for doing that once again today. I think of Brother Emanuel's message And the quotes
from Tozier, that eloquent quote, the church is only as powerful as it is different from the world.

But Tozier was the epitome of an evangelical preacher. He was a best-selling author, in demand as a
conference speaker, and as a young man, he was one of my idols. I really looked up to him.

He also had six sons and a daughter, interestingly enough, and I would have loved to have seen Tozier be
as dynamic at home as he was in the pulpit. As I heard the sad statistic about 60 young men instead of
120 of last year, and I heard Brother Manuel's plea about young men rising up and seeing the value of
study, I, Tozier, certainly saw the value of study. Back to his very patient wife, that if you would spend as
much money on a broken washing machine as you do books, our sons could wear cleaner clothes.

Growing up under the teaching of Tozier, going to Bible college, going to seminary, I got burned out after
seven years of schooling. It doesn't really surprise me that there's a shortage in young men who want to
go to Bible school. I'm learning as I get older that young men learn best through experience.

And I guess that the burden I had in sharing this morning is can we give our young men a taste of
experience that would drive them to want to study. I was so blessed by Tanner. We got to spend a little
time with he and Rebecca.

I said, our home emphasized studying. While I was off making a living, we were studying. We were getting
ready for missions.

We had a vision. I couldn't have paid enough money to have a young missionary in my home share that
for my children to hear. I think back to my own life.

I was a young man. By the time I was 29, I was the senior pastor of the church. I was married and had two
children.

But I had no idea what I was doing. I had a lot of knowledge. I would have loved to have met some of the
young men, young marriage in our congregation, and had them come along and invite me to Bible school.
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I would have been first in line. But I would have probably been a skeptic and said, prove to me from the
scriptures, not from Anabaptist traditions, the value of head coverings and the value of being separate
from the world. Show me in the scriptures and show me in your life.

I would love to see some of our young marriage or some of our young men with such a vision to go to
Africa, yes, to go to Indonesia, yes. But what about Nevada or Arizona or New Mexico? Some of these hot
climate states in America where they've never even seen modesty. Let alone a head covering.

And see some of these young men be able to defend their doctrines, not only in what they know biblically,
but how they're living it. I feel sometimes like I'm sitting on a gold mine, Sunday after Sunday. I see some
of these godly families and these youths and not only the knowledge they're receiving, but the living
epistle examples.

And I just wonder if the Lord of the Harvest wouldn't send out some of our families in years to come to the
liberal states in the West who need to see living epistles. And hear young men who know how to defend
their faith, the head covering, non-resistance biblically. That's a burden I had and I felt led to share it this
morning.

What a precious Sunday. Another one, I just marvel at what God does Sunday after Sunday for us. I love
Tanner's emphasis on going to Africa with a plan of waiting on the Lord.

And Brother Lester brought it out beautifully. That's exactly what Elijah did. He was fed by ravens.

Well, let's send out young missionaries who know the verse that I have written down here. It says, he that
believeth shall not make haste. When you really believe in something, you will wait on the Lord to bring it
about.

And I didn't know what I was waiting on, so I gave up. I quit as a 20, what was I, 33-year-old burnout
pastor. 34, 35, I don't even remember what it was.

But I didn't know exactly what I believed in. I hadn't seen it lived. I was trying to preach what I knew was
right, but never seen it lived until I moved here five years ago.

Let's take some of these young men and women who've been raised in it and send them out. I don't know
how the Lord's gonna do it, but maybe it's just my own plea. I wish I was 29 again with a godly heritage,
knowing what I believed in, so I could be sent somewhere and then wait on the Lord to see him do it.

Thank you, Jeff. Seeing visions and dreaming dreams. Amen.

We have another mic around, Brother Shane. Yes, I just want to thank the Lord for that message, for the
whole service, but especially the message, Brother Emanuel, that you brought. I just really see a need for
more of a vision of in my life of what God wants me to do, how he wants me to walk.

But I also see, you know, he wants me to completely overcome the giants that have been in my life, so
that he can use me in other ways, so that those giants are out of the way. And one thing that I really
struggle with is the courage, is just looking to Christ and having that courage, but I thank God for the way
he's changing me. I thank God for all of these messages, all of who he is and what he's done for us.

Pray for me that I could go forward in faith and courage and follow Jesus every step of the way. Thank
you.
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