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How Satan Destroys a Church - Part 1 (Guard
Your Garden)

by Don Courville

The sermon explores how Satan seeks to destroy the church by undermining the home and relationships through

division and disobedience.

Duration: 41:31

Scripture: Genesis 2:15, Psalm 121:5, Matthew 6:33, 2 Corinthians 11:3, 2 Corinthians 11:14, Ephesians 5:22, Ephesians
5:25

Topics: "Spiritual Warfare"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher shares a story about a hunter encountering a bear and how they negotiate
their desires. He then goes on to talk about his experiences and travels, which have given him insights
into the most important things he has learned in 42 years. He briefly touches on the submission of the
wife, referring to Genesis chapter 2, and emphasizes the importance of following God's commands. The
sermon concludes with a lesson about the dangers of being in places we shouldn't be, using a humorous
anecdote about a child carrying swimming trunks to school.

Transcript

Well, I'm going to start off with a verse of Scripture and then pray a couple of verses of Scripture. The first
one is in 2 Corinthians 11, verse 3. But I fear less by any means as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtlety. So your mind should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

That subtlety, that craftiness, and the corruption actually goes to one word that's translated. That is just to
destroy. So your mind should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Be destroyed from the simplicity. And that's the idea of singleness. And then in 2 Corinthians 11, another
verse just to pick this verse out.

This little series entitled How Satan Destroys the Church has, I guess, the encouragement of a father and
his son. And the son wanted me to record these messages and the father wanted me to put these things
in a book. Well, we'll just get them in a message like this first.

But after I was challenged on that some four months ago, I've worked on it for four months, and now I'm
ready to share a little bit about this. Actually, I've got a little subtitle over here, How Satan Destroys the
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Church, but more in reality, How Satan Tries to Destroy Christ. Any attack that comes on a church or on
you or me or a church is actually coming to destroy Christ.

And if we are in Christ, we're just going to be right there on the target mark, on the target. So How Satan
Destroys the Church. This comes out of, I guess, probably 42 years of preaching and even more years
than that of watching.

I sort of had a hobby of studying preachers and studying churches. I don't know, I was probably a young
teenager when I began to notice the pastors that we had and other pastors and just sort of tucked them
away. And so I've kept that up for many years, never thinking that I would have through that so many
illustrations of things that I've learned.

And then all the years of preaching myself and my own illustrations of failures and blunders and things and
a bunch of my friends get together and compare notes and look at our scars and things. It's a warfare. It's
a warfare.

And I was thinking this morning before we came here, how sad so many of these stories are because life
is real, war is real, bullets are real. And this is just as real as any war that uses real bullets in this area. So
I'm going to share these things.

Some of these things as we get in here will get a little bit heavy as we go along. But after we go through
this, I'm trying to get to some principles, not necessarily to do a lot of teachings per se, deep theological
teaching and exegetical teaching and stuff like that, but to learn some principles that we can use to survive
and to help our churches survive. So let's have a word of prayer.

Now, Father, thank you for this opportunity. And I pray for your grace to just hold this thing together, hold
me together, hold us together to understand what is going on because so many times, Lord, as earlier, we
were studying on light. We don't understand what's going on.

So when we get in the darkness, you're teaching us just to trust. We don't understand everything, but
many things you do give us understanding. And so we do ask you to help us understand this subject,
especially in the dark days that we're in, in Jesus name.

Amen. I'll say this again. This subject, it's like I read a story that we've all heard before this morning about
the hunter.

He'd come across the bear, raises up his gun and fixes the shoot. And the bear said, wait a minute. And
the hunter drops his gun down a little bit.

What'd you say? He said, wait a minute, wait a minute. What are you going to do? I'm going to shoot you.
Why do you want to shoot me? The bear says, well, he says, I want I want a fur coat.

And the bear says, oh, wait a minute, can't we talk this over a little bit? I said, and the hunter said, what do
you want? He said, well, I want some meal. Can we just talk it over a little bit? OK, so he starts talking.
They sit down and they talk it over a little bit.

And pretty soon the bear gets up and leaves alone. And we've all heard this story. He went away with his
meal and the hunter went away with his fur coat.
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This is what happens when we sit down and we try to communicate with Satan or his demons. They're
going to get you every time. And this is some serious stuff.

Now, I don't know everything about this subject. And I wouldn't say that. I do know this, that when I went
through my six years of theological training and everything, there were a whole lot of things I didn't learn
that I wished I'd been taught.

And this subject would have been one of them, because we got a lot of good Bible teaching, a lot of good
things in there. But the practicality of it, a lot of it was missed. Now, my last couple of years, I had a school
that focused a lot on the practical.

And it was very, very helpful to get the practical. But if you take all of the things that I've shared and all
these stories, and I'm going to bring in some illustrations from lots of different areas, different areas of the
country, some areas of the world. As I've shared, the Lord has been gracious to let me share in three
countries.

And I guess I counted up about 17 states, everything from those small groups, homeschooling groups to
some larger areas, pretty large sometimes. But those things, all of that traveling around and all those
experiences and getting into all those things has begun to give me a picture. And I think what I'm going to
share with you in this little series is the most important thing that I've learned, the most important things
I've learned in 42 years.

And so let's get going. The first thing we're going to look at, we're going to go to the foundation of this
thing. And that's this, how Satan destroys the church.

He starts off by trying to destroy the home. These are the basic things, we know that. David said in Psalm
121.5, I think it was him that wrote that, the Lord is thy keeper.

That's an interesting thing because if you go back over to Genesis, and I'll be in Genesis a lot, and I'll be in
Ephesians chapter 5 a lot. But in Genesis 2.15, when God put Adam in the garden, He told him to do
something very interesting. And the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to dress
it.

We understand that. He's going to take care of that garden and to keep it. That's the same word that's
used for guard.

Now, why would all of a sudden, Adam is in this beautiful place in the garden of Eden, and God would tell
him to keep it, to guard what he had? Well, we know that that means there may be some danger. The first
couple that I ever married, when I first started pastoring, the young lady, the wife, came and was
complaining a lot about her husband not leading spiritually. Not wanting to take the lead and not be so
prone to lead into going to church and those type of things.

He'd have other interests. And it really grieved her. But as time went on, she just sort of began to go his
way.

We've all seen this happen. Wear her down. But in time, he got plugged into the Lord and turned around
and came back around and was getting on fire for the Lord.
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And that's good, isn't it? Yeah, that's good, but it's bad. Because in the meantime, his wife's heart had
already been turned off, and she kept on going the other way. And now it's flip-flopped.

And he's coming in and complaining and asking for prayer and can I help and this and that. They ended up
in divorce. And I got my first rude awakening to the reality of what happens when the serpent gets in.

He didn't guard his garden and he lost his crop. It was heartbreaking. Just heartbreaking.

1 Peter 5.8, if I can go back over. I'm going to have to lay these out so that we understand that when the
Word of God says, Be sober, be viligant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about seeking whom he may devour. That means whom he may swallow up, whom he may consume,
whom he may drown.

This wasn't put here just to have a nice subject. But God tells us to resist steadfast in the faith. Now, this is
the same basic thing that the Lord told Peter.

When he said, Satan had desired to have you that he may sift you. It's not the same word, but the word sift
means to shake like in a sieve. In a sift.

And you're going to get your flour in there. He said, Satan wants to do that with you. But he said, I've
prayed for you.

Now, I want to make a statement here. This is going to be my propositional statement in this message.
The basis of the home is marriage.

The basis of marriage is a lifelong relationship. And this point here, don't miss it. The basis of a lifelong
relationship is agreement.

Agreement. You say, I never heard it put forth like that before. Well, I thought it might be interesting if we
would use that term agreement.

Because that's how things started off in the Garden of Eden. God laid it out how things were going to be.
And He laid it out all it was.

And then when God said, But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it. For in
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die. God was saying, we've got an agreement.

You can eat everything you want. Everything's yours except this one tree. So when Adam disobeyed God,
he broke the agreement.

He broke that agreement that he had with God. And so the basis of a lifelong relationship is agreement.
And we're going to come back to something in a few minutes.

We're going to come back to Ephesians. Let me just lay it out to you, Ephesians 5. So we've got that
basis. We're laying the foundation as we come on in.

We're going to get into the principles that we need to learn. But the basis of this lifelong relationship is
agreement. And it starts off in Ephesians 5.21. Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

The basis of a lifelong relationship is agreement. That we're going to be submitted to God. Both husband
and wife are submitted to God.
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Submission to God. And then it goes on in verse 22. Wife, submit yourselves unto your own husbands as
unto the Lord.

And that's her part. And then in 25, you get the husband's part. He is to love his wife.

Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it. When you have a
wedding and you have the vows, that is what? An agreement. We're making an agreement that we're
going to stay together until death parts us.

And when somebody breaks that agreement, trouble follows. When Adam and Eve broke the agreement,
trouble followed. Now, here's the thing.

We make our agreements. And the enemy comes in and tries to break that agreement. He tries to
separate us.

And that's going to be my next section. When we go into that, we're going to get into the area of division.
What happens when division does come.

Now, I want to back up and share something I learned this week. I went over and looked at that word
agree in Matthew 18, 19. You know, where the Lord said, if two of you... Let's see if I can get back over to
that.

I didn't mark it, but it wouldn't take too long. When we're praying together, we're getting together and
fellowshipping together, Matthew 18, 19, I looked up this word agree. Again, I say unto you that if two of
you shall agree on earth as touching anything, that they shall ask it shall be done for them of my Father
which is in heaven.

It's a very powerful principle that God has laid out. It's better that you have just two of you praying together
in agreement than a whole mob of you praying that aren't in agreement. There's more power will come out
of the unity.

This word is the word for... Where we get our word for symphony. And it's pronounced sumpho... Let's
see, I don't know if I can say it. Phoneo.

Yeah, there it is. Sumpho. Phoneo.

If I can read my own writing here. It means to sound together. Music, melody, harmony.

It's used in Luke 15, 25 for the word music. Different forms, sumpho, phoneo. But I ran into something
interesting in this.

Last week, we went to a nursing home. And the children go to nursing homes and go to other different
places and play. And they had some friends come and they started off in this one song.

And I'm not too much on the music, but it didn't sound too good. There's something not going on right out
there. And it took them a little bit and they finally got their act together.

And got everything back together. But, you know, just being on the wrong page or wrong notes and all this
stuff can get things out of harmony. And it doesn't sound so good, but they got it put together.
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And so, I looked up this word of being of one mind. That you may with one mind and one mouth glorify
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The principle for the marriage is oneness.

One mind. The principle for fellowship with God is being of one mind. The principle of fellowship in the
church of unity is of one mind.

That is the basic. I'm laying out the basics. And if we're not following the basics, is it any wonder that
Satan comes in and destroys our marriages, destroys our relationship with God, destroys our churches,
destroys our nation? Now listen, I ran into something very interesting.

One accord. One accord used twelve times. One time it's used for the word of one mind.

Then you go into the book of Acts through the rest of them. And it had this interesting thing. I went to my
laptop and I looked that up there.

And I had something I usually don't see. I had a little paragraph about this. I said, wow, that's interesting.

We usually don't get that much information like that. And here I'm going to just quote it. It's a unique Greek
word, being of one accord.

Used ten of its New Testament occurrences in the book of Acts. It helps us understand the uniqueness of
Christian community. It is a compound of two words meaning to rush along and in unison.

The image is almost musical. A number of notes are sounded which, while different, harmonize in pitch
and tone as the instruments of a great concert under the direction of a concert master. So the Holy Spirit
blends together the lives of members of Christ's church.

We're all different. But if we sing, what happens? It sounds beautiful. We harmonize.

And we make music. And this is the idea of being of one accord. And in God's ears, it's like this incense in
the Old Testament that went up representing the prayers.

It's just beautiful in God's ears. And I guess I could say it maybe energizes Him. Our one accord.

This is why it was so powerful to come down and answer prayer in power. There's 3,000 that get saved in
the book of Acts. And then you just go on and on.

Thousands get saved. Why? There was so much power in their prayers. They were of one accord.

God was free to just work powerfully. And what happens? Well, it wasn't too long into there, and what
happens? In Acts chapter 5, and the Knights of Sapphire come along. And all of a sudden, the one accord
is gone.

The prophet's spirits picked this up right away. There's something wrong here. And they dealt with it.

It was such a serious nature not to have one accord in the church that they died. And we are willing in our
churches today to go along without it. And what do we do? We die.

We have function without unction. We have big crowds, but we don't have many conversions. We've got a
lot of entertainment, but God is not glorified.
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And we go more and more and more like the world. If we're going to go more and more like God, we're
going to go down lower and lower and become humbler and lower in His sight. And we're going to become
more powerful, and we're going to become more unified in our spirit.

Now, with this little bit of basis, let's move into this first little area about the submission of the wife. And we
won't need to cover a lot, because we know this is the way it's supposed to be. This is the ground rules.

And the basis of it, if I could go back to Genesis chapter 7, not chapter 2, I mean. Chapter 2 in verse 7,
And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and man became a living soul. And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put
the man whom He had formed.

And we know all these things. And you slip down to verse 16, after He told them to address it. The Lord
God commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the garden, 17, that of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil thou shalt not eat.

18, the Lord God said, It's not good that the man should be alone. I will make him and help meet for him.
And so 19, He says, Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the
air, and brought them unto Adam to see what He would call them.

And whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And so Adam gave names
to them, and then He caused a deep sleep to come upon him. He took one of his ribs, in verse 21, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof.

And the rib which the Lord God had formed from the man made He a woman, and brought her unto the
man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She shall be called woman,
because she was taken out of man.

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be
one flesh. They shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, and the man and his wife were not
ashamed.

I need to read that just in case somebody might be listening to this message that doesn't understand that
when God made Adam and Eve, they became one flesh. They were one. So when we have a marriage,
we become one.

The man and the woman become one. And the only thing that is to separate that is death. Now, the point
that's brought out at this point is the woman was supposed to submit to the man.

And the man is supposed to love the wife. And I want to bring out my first major point for a lesson.
Submission is broke at the point of disobedience.

When Eve ate of the fruit, her submission to God was broke. And the result was the loss of oneness of
spirit. When she submitted, and we're going to come back and look at the details of this serpent.

We're going to look at some things here. But when she submitted to the suggestions of Satan, her
submission to God was broke. Her submission to her husband was broke.

And she moved into a different realm. She became, or she came into the realm of being under the power
of Satan. Just like that.
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Amazing thing. There was a radio preacher many years back that had a woman that sent him a donation
of six whole dollars. Well, back that far back, when John R. Rice shared this story, it was probably a lot of
money.

But she said something to him. She put a note in there, and she said this. Do not acknowledge it.

My husband said never to send money to radio preachers. Of course, he sent it back, and he said this. I
could not be a party to her disobedience to her husband.

He wasn't going to get involved in that situation. Now, the word submit in Ephesians means to place in an
orderly fashion under. To come under the authority of someone.

The wife is to voluntarily submit herself under the authority of her husband. And it shows one's relation to a
superior. Not in the fact that the man is more important than the woman, but it's the relationship of
authority, principle of operating in life.

God, man, and the woman's under. It's a place of protection. It's a place, it's God's order.

It all works together. Remember, God said it wasn't good for the man to be alone, so this is His idea. He
needs somebody there to help him.

And the woman is also to be under obedience. I was looking back over at 1 Corinthians 14.34, and it
seems like we just have a whole world that's just sort of gone mad against God and against God's word.
And we get worse and worse, and we come up with worse and worse ideas on how to fix things.

But Paul said, Let your woman, under the inspiration of God and the word in 1 Corinthians 14.34, let your
woman keep silent in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them to speak, but they are commanded to
be under obedience. As also saith the law, this was the principle, to be under obedience. And this is why in
our services, our ladies are quiet.

A lot of churches you go to, the women speak up a lot, and if you notice, the more they speak up, the less
the men do. And I've gone into, then, some of those churches where the women have just about
completely taken over the church, if they haven't. As a matter of fact, I remember one time when I was
preaching in a church, and the pastor there was an interim pastor, and he invited us in to share and for the
kids to play their instruments and sing and all that stuff.

And we were all getting set up, and I remember I was up at the pulpit, just sort of standing there, looking at
it, seeing what it looked like from up there. And down the aisle, come this inferno of a furious woman. And
the pastor was over here to my left, and I said, uh-oh.

And, I mean, she stormed down there, took a slight right, and went right straight to him, and I sort of
backed off a little bit. Gonna be fire, wind, and thunder. I didn't want to get... And she said, what's going on
here? And I said to myself, there's the church boss.

He had forgot to check with her that he had invited us in there to fill the pulpit. Well, I don't have to go on
from there. But the enemy destroys the church when he can get a woman in control, or anybody that's not
supposed to be in control.

The law of the garden was, don't touch or don't eat. And I think probably God might have said, don't touch.
Eve said that, and we said that she added to the Word of God.
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And I don't know about all that. Let's go on in now. Here's the lesson.

Satan destroys the church by destroying the home. He destroys the home by destroying the marriage. He
destroys the marriage by destroying the authority structure.

This church I just talked about was destroyed basically from all spiritual power because the authority
structure had been undermined and taken over. Now, I'm not against women, but they're not to be
controlling the church. There was one preacher that was asked when he was going to have the wedding
ceremony, the young little bride said, Pastor, would you mind leaving out the words obey? Whoa, trouble
from the very start.

And the Bible says Titus 2, 5, to be obedient to their own husbands. When Eve obeyed the serpent, she
broke a vital law in God's kingdom. Now, I want to go into this and show you how this happened.

Let's go back over to Genesis, and I just want to take you through this just in case you haven't noticed
some things. Here's some principles to be observed. First, or A in my notes, is Satan rules over who he
can get to obey him.

It's very simple. If you will listen to him and do what he tells you to do, he will rule you. And all he's got is
the power of suggestion.

Now, there's sometimes if you don't obey him and he's got some others that he's controlling, he will get
them to come attack you because you wouldn't obey him. But that's all he's got. Now, here, Genesis 3, 1,
the serpent was more subtle, that means he's more prudent, more crafty than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made.

And he said unto the woman, Yea, as God said, ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden. Now, here's
the first thing. I was looking just before I come up here, back over in 2 Corinthians 10, 4. And this is one
we should always remember.

Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalted itself against the knowledge of God. You see,
every thought that comes in is not just your thought. It can come from God or it can come from Satan.

Come from something you read or something you watched or whatever. But we're to cast down
imaginations and every high thing. I was thinking of sometimes how people get locked up, where
sometimes they just are totally incapacitated for functioning in society because they've listened to these
thoughts.

Somebody, somewhere along the line, you know, there was one little kid that couldn't do very good in
school. How come? He can't do too good. Well, I'm dumb.

Who told you you're dumb? Well, so and so said, I'm dumb. You tell him enough and he begins to what?
Believe him. You ruin him.

And this is what happens. Satan destroys us by completely programming our mind to think what he's
trying to tell us. Now notice, she listened.

She listened. And then, after she's listened a little bit, what does she do? Back over in Genesis 3 again.
And he said unto the woman in verse 1, 3, 1, Yea, had God said ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden? First mistake.
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The woman said unto the serpent. Here she is now. She's talking to a serpent.

She's talking back. We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree which is in
the midst of the garden, God has said ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. Now, the
Bible tells us that when the enemy comes in, we are to resist.

Resist with the word. Resist steadfast in the faith. But we're not to fellowship.

Talking to serpents is fellowshipping. She has begun to fellowship with a serpent. She's carrying on
communion.

God tells us don't carry on communion, in a sense, with the enemy. He comes in. You resist him.

What did Jesus do? He didn't sit down and let's have a talk. No. Thus says the word of God.

It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
It's over. So you resist.

Now, Paul got unto the Corinthians for having fellowship with demons in 1 Corinthians 10. Now notice the
progression, the third thing. In verse 4, and the serpent said unto the woman, now he's talking back.

Said unto the woman, ye shall not surely die. For God doth know that in the day that ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. All right, where are we at
now? She's listened.

She's talked. And now she's reasoning. All the time she's losing more ground, isn't she? And then, what?
She's been lied to.

She's been deceived. What happens? In verse 6, and when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise. We can't go into all of the
things here.

There's a lot of stuff here. But she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband
with her, and he did eat. So she listened, she talked, she reasoned.

And then, she was deceived, and she looked. That means she saw it. That means she saw with
intelligence.

She's thinking it over. Sounds pretty good. Sounds like a good deal.

What do I sign on the line? Somebody want to try to sell you a timeshare, or a new vacuum cleaner, or
something? But you've got to do it now. That's the time you'd better run. And then notice, when she took,
she was hooked.

And then the last thing, she shared in the sin. By the way, the Bible says that sin entered into the world
through Adam. Adam got blamed for that.

Adam, we're going to get to him in a minute. We're going to get to the man in a minute. But he was in flat
rebellion.

The woman is deceived. But he was in flat rebellion. Now here's a key lesson.
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I'm going to give you a couple of key lessons. This lesson here, Satan became her master when she took.
When she took.

When you take of the bait that the devil lays out for you, he becomes your master. And we all know that
Jesus said, no man can serve two masters. Isn't that interesting? Became her master.

As a matter of fact, if I can go back over here. The Bible says in Romans 6. In Romans 6. Listen to this. In
verse 19, I think it is.

16. Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to, what? Obey his servants ye are to whom ye
obey, whether of sin unto death or of obedience unto righteousness. A tragic thing happened for the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jesus Christ came and He died on the cross to get us out of this mess because it passed all the way down
from Adam and Eve all the way to us. And so the wages of sin is death. They died.

She was lied to and she died and it's passed all the way down. And if we will not believe God, if we will not
accept what God says about redemption through Christ, then we will die also. We're born dead in our sins,
but we can be born again by the Spirit of God and have life.

Now here's another little lesson. And that's this. Children of disobedience are children of Satan.

We're born as children of disobedience. My mom and dad didn't have to teach me to be bad. It just came
natural.

We're born like that. That's why you have to be born again. And unbelievers that profess to be believers
will live in disobedience to the Word of God.

And they'll try to compromise. Oh, well, I think we ought to do this. I think I'll go find another version.

Yeah, see, this version backs up what I want to do. We listened to a young evangelist preach how one
time he opened this book and it had 15 different versions in there. The author's just going to get things to
make it sound like back up what he wants to say.

Well, let's see if we can wind down here a little bit. There's a third lesson. It's dangerous to be in a place
where you're not supposed to be.

Shouldn't have been hanging around too close to that tree. Like the little boy. Mama said, I don't want you
going into that pond.

Don't go swimming in the pond. So he's going off to school. And she says, let me look at your pack.

She looks in his pack and there's his banana. There's his water. And there's his sandwich.

And she says, what's this? Well, that's my swimming trunks. What do you got your swimming trunks in
your pack when you're going to school? Well, in case I come home by the pond and the temptation's
greater than I can stand, I'll be ready. Don't make an opportunity for Satan.

He'll take it. He'll take it. The most dangerous place to be is where you ought not to be.
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You see, when David fell, he didn't fall in battle. He fell in the palace. And we can go all the way down
through there.

Samson fell. Messing around. In a place where he shouldn't be.

Peter, at least if he was going to go in there with Jesus, he should have gone in there ready to die like he
said he would. But through that trial, he found out he was really not as much a man as he said he was.
Here's something else.

Satan destroys by luring us out of our position. Somewhere around there, Adam was. He said, with her.

I don't know if he's standing right next to her or he's over there, somewhere over someplace else looking
for some flowers or something. But he was there. It sounds like somewhere close by.

But did she check with him? No. I don't think so. So she was lured out of her position.

I've got stories that I've picked up along the way. Some of these are very, very sad. I remember one
woman that one time attacked a pastor.

She didn't have that right. That was not her position. She had something that come along.

And you know how that started. As a matter of fact, it ended up tragedy in her family. It started off in a
woman's Bible study.

And I don't know where the men were that was watching this, but just sad results. And you know what was
going on in the woman's Bible study? It was a tongues movement in the wrong direction. You know, I'm
talking about tongues that wag.

And it ended up in going the wrong direction. But what happened was they took upon themselves, these
women took upon themselves the authority to do something with this pastor that they did not have the
authority to. And it ended up in some sad stuff.

Satan, if given an opportunity in the home, would take over and then move to destroy the church. This is
why I'm talking about this so much. It's because what goes on in the home, when it comes into the church,
it will affect the church just like in the home.

There was a mother that let her daughter and the father too go into the workplace. She actually went to be
a secretary for a man. And she ended up and it takes two to do these things, seducing him.

And they ended up going and getting married. He divorced his wife. Abandoned his family.

And went off. And this story goes on all in all. They were supposed to be Christians.

What happened? She was in the wrong place. She was in the wrong place. She should have stayed at
home.

But these things happened. Now, this is a lot. I'm going to close up on that.

I'm just going to close up on this. When the Bible says that the women are to be keepers at home, that's
their position. And it's a dangerous place when we get out into this world.
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Now, next time we're going to go on in and we're going to look at what happens from there. How Satan
destroys by dividing. And we're going to look at some really interesting principles as we go on into this
thing.

The principle of disobedience or non-submission and how it's tied together with rebellion and then what
happens from there. But I'm going to close up right here. Let's pray.

Lord, we've gone through some things this morning. These are all basic things. But these are things that
we in the church and in our Christian homes have been violating.

And we have been allowing things to go on in our hearts and even in our homes and in our marriages that
we're violating the principle of being of one accord. Of being in agreement. And we just sort of tolerated it.

And then we wonder why things are not going so good. Lord, have mercy on us. May Your Spirit work in
our hearts.

If there's something there that we need to deal with. I know that You've been teaching me that we better
get on it. We better get after it.

We better do it now. Because it's not going to be any better. Like that kid rolling the snowball down the hill.

The more he rolled it, the more momentum it picked up, the bigger it got until it was out of hand, out of his
control and it went on down and did some great damage. May we have our hearts open to You. Now Lord,
thank You for Your Word.

Thank You for these things that You've been teaching us. Some of these things are pretty serious, pretty
heavy duty. And they have some... When we violate Your Word, it has such devastating consequences as
we see what happened there in the garden with Adam and Eve.

But thank You, Lord, that You're teaching us and You've been giving us light. You've been giving us
understanding. And I pray that this little message will be a blessing to the body of Christ.

In Jesus' name. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17292.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/don-courville/how-satan-destroys-a-church-part-1-guard-your-garden/
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