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God's Holy People
by Denny Kenaston

God's holy people are a special people, set apart from the world, living out the virtues of God and showing forth

the praises of God.

Duration: 1:20:48

Scripture: Philippians 2:12, Titus 2:10, Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:10-12

Topics: "Holy People"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of not being ashamed of our faith in God. He
encourages believers to embrace their identity as children of God and to live in a way that represents His
holy name. The preacher highlights two key factors in experiencing a transformed life: a genuine desire for
it and walking in God's grace. He also contrasts the values and behaviors of believers with those of the
world, emphasizing the need for a different perspective on materialism and a dedicated prayer life.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, EFRA PA 17522.

These messages are offered to all without charge by the free will offerings of God's people. A special
thank you to all who support this ministry. We're used to that, but we don't have days like this yet up our
way, so I thoroughly enjoyed the day.

Well, this evening, I want to continue moving this evening along the lines of where I started last night. I just
want to develop this whole concept of God's people, who they are, what their place is in the world, in a
very practical way. We began last evening.

I want to finish this evening. God's holy people, that's the title of my message this evening. God's God's
holy people.

You know, I studied that word people. It's different. It's like special people.
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God's people. It's not the word like this people and there's some people over here and there's people over
here. It's a special word.

God's holy people. I'd like you to open your Bibles to 1 Peter 2. We're going to develop this theme. We're
going to look at several portions of Scripture in the New Testament.

And I want to say this as I begin this evening. I do not believe in the doctrine of being different. I want to
make that real clear.

The Bible does not teach a doctrine of being different just for difference sake. However, I do believe if you
live according to the word of God, you are going to be different. But there's a difference between those.

I don't believe we should put on a black hat so people know that there's something religious about us. I
don't believe we ought to wear suspenders just so people can look at us and think that there's something
different about us. I don't believe in the doctrine of being different.

But I do believe in obeying the word of God. And I do believe if we obey the word of God, in the midst of a
crooked and a perverse generation, we are not going to be like the world around us. And I do believe that
God does not want us to be like the world around us.

And we want to look at that again this evening and develop the theme by looking at several portions of
Scripture in the New Testament. There's something beautiful about God's holy people. There's something
sweet about it.

There's something that is a sweet treasure about God's people standing out, being set apart from the
people that are around them. I don't know how that sits with you. I know that some people have an
aversion about being different.

But I believe God's people are supposed to be different. 1 Peter 2, we're going to start reading in verse 6.
In 1 Peter 2, we find these words, Wherefore also it is contained in the Scriptures, Behold, I lay in Zion a
chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Now, I'd just like
to make a note here because in some places in the Scripture it says, He that believeth on him shall not be
confounded.

There are other places where it says, He that believeth on him shall not be ashamed. And I believe that
word confounded or that word ashamed, those two words are very close together. And what it simply
means is, If you love the Lord Jesus Christ and you follow Him with all your heart, you will not be
ashamed.

You will not. Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious. But unto them which be disobedient, And
I'd like us to notice that the Spirit of God did a little bit of a twist there on those words.

Unto you which believe, he's precious. Unto those that are disobedient, notice it didn't say those who don't
believe. It said those that are disobedient.

And that's the bottom line of those who do not believe. They do not believe because their deeds are evil.
He who comes to the light comes because they want their deeds to be manifest that they are wrought in
God.
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But those who don't want to come to the light, they don't want to come to the light because they do not
want any of those things exposed. And so the bottom line, according to this Scripture, of believing or not
believing, is not just, I can't believe or I don't understand. But no, the bottom line is, I don't want to obey
God.

Wow, that's different, isn't it? I don't want to obey God. But unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made, the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling and a
rock of offense, even to them which, notice what it says, stumble at the word, being disobedient,
whereunto also they were appointed. But ye, now this is the text we want to look at, but I wanted us to look
at the context there.

See? Because the opposite of what we're going to look at in verse 9 is a bunch of people who stumble at
the word, who do not want to follow God's word, who do not want to change their life. They stumble at the
word, being disobedient. But ye are a chosen generation.

A chosen generation. A royal priesthood. A holy nation.

A peculiar people. Now let's just stop and think about these words for a little bit. Every one of those
phrases comes out of the Old Testament.

God used every one of them in the Old Testament. And remember, we looked at the Old Testament
example of God's testimony upon the earth. We did that on Monday and Tuesday evening.

God used these words in the Old Testament to share His heart with Israel about how He wanted them to
be. And He told them things like this, If you will walk after My ways and keep My statutes, you will be a
nation which is different than all the nations that are around you. God said, If you will walk in My ways, I
will make you My peculiar treasure.

God said those kind of words to Israel. Now here they are showing up again in the New Testament. And all
it says to me is that the heart that God had in the Old Testament, and how He worked with Israel, and the
desire He had for Israel to be a testimony to the world around them, God has the same desire for us.

But now, it's a very different situation than it was in the Old Testament. But still, a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, a nation of priests, a holy nation, a nation that is set apart, a nation that is set apart for
God's purposes and God's will, and a peculiar people. Now that word peculiar, when we look at that today,
our understanding of peculiar is a little different than this one here.

We might say, if somebody is a bit odd, we might say, He's kind of peculiar. But that's not what this word
means. Although I'm afraid people have used it that way and said we're supposed to be kind of peculiar.

No, this word peculiar means a treasure. It means a treasure, something very precious. And that's what
we are, and that's what we are to God, and that's what we're supposed to be.

So that's quite a bit of difference between the disobedient who stumble at His word and the chosen
generation who are a holy nation. But let's look on at the end of verse 9 here, as we just broaden this
theme of God's people. You're a chosen generation, you're a royal priesthood, you're a holy nation, you're
a peculiar people.
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Why? Whenever you find that word that, it's an explanation. Now He's going to explain why we are these
things. That ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness and into His
marvelous light.

Now that word praises there, that means more than just praise God, praise God, praise God. I mean, it
does mean that, but it means much more than that. It means the virtues which bring forth praise.

The virtues of God which bring forth our praise. We are to be the people who show forth the virtues, the
praiseworthy virtues of Him who called us out of darkness and into His marvelous light. That's what we're
supposed to be doing.

That's why we're to be a holy nation and a peculiar people, so that we can show forth or live out the
praiseworthy virtues of the God who called us from where? Out of darkness and into His marvelous light.
Look at that. Verse 10, which in time past were not a people.

And every one of us can say that, can't we? But now, are now the people of God. And like the little song
says, the people of the living God. Which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul. That's a good word for us American Christians. We live in a land where we are surrounded with
fleshly lusts which war against the soul.

And Peter pleads with us to abstain from those fleshly lusts which war against our soul. And look at the
testimonial aspect of verse 12. Having your conversation or your life honest among the Gentiles.

That whereas they may speak against you as evil doers, they may buy your good works which they shall
behold. There it is again. They're going to see them.

Glorify God in the day of visitation. You know, some time ago I was reading some of the accounts of the
marchers, the persecuted Christians of the early church. It's very interesting to read those.

You know, as critics do, they make up all kinds of stories as they talk about God's people back in those
days. I mean, they said things like they sacrifice babies and eat them, you know, because talking about
taking communion and things like that. But there were a few accounts that I read which intrigued me
where people wrote about the early church and the people and what they were like.

And in their writings, though they were enemies, they were writing favorable testimonies about God's
people. And the jest and the spirit of the words that I read was this. I can't believe the way these people
live.

These people who call themselves Christians. I don't understand them, but they just seem to be spotless
in the way that they live. That's the way God wants it to be.

That they may, by your good works which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. Now, they
may not glorify God now. You're persecutors, they may not glorify God now, but someday they will.

In the day of visitation, they will glorify God. They'll remember the way we lived. Let's turn over to Titus
chapter 2. Well, let's stop for a moment and just, we don't want to read any further, but I want you just to
notice the flow of the context of these verses, because God is bringing out this principle that we started on
last evening and we're going to finish this evening, that God's people are not going to be like the world
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around them.

So, God brings the principle here first. And then, what do you find after that? Submit yourselves to every
ordinance of man under the governors. Servants, be subject to your masters.

Honor all men. You know, all the way down through there, what do we find Peter talking about? Very
practical, everyday things that he wants them as God's people to do. You'll find it that way again over in
Titus.

Shall we turn there now to Titus? Paul is speaking to Titus, giving him direction about how he should direct
the churches on the island where he left him. To set in order the things that are lacking there. And you
know, we use that, and it's not wrong, we use that as a verse to strengthen our burden to have ordained
leadership in a church.

And that's right. Paul did leave him there to set that in order. But there were some other things that he
wanted him to set in order too.

He was not just there to ordain leadership. He was there to set in order the things that are lacking. And
that's why Paul gave this epistle.

We're going to read from verse 11. But before we read verse 11, just skim through the verses that precede
that in chapter 2. Just skim through it. Paul is talking to Titus, and he's giving him instruction on how to
instruct the different groups of people in the church.

He talks about the aged men. He talks about the aged women. He talks about the young women.

He talks about the young men. He talks about the servants. He gives specific, clear direction on how Titus
is supposed to instruct these different groups of people.

And in every one of them, it's very clear, practical teaching on how they are to conduct their lives. We all
know that. But I want us to see that before we get into the rest of it.

Well, let's start in verse 10 to get the flow of the context. Talking about the servants. Not purloining, but
showing all good fidelity.

Why? That they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. Look at that verse! Ooh! Look at
that verse! Servants! Titus instructs the servants on how they are to be. And how they should conduct
themselves.

And how they should serve their masters. Not purloining. Not answering back again.

Not just with eye service. And why, Titus? That those servants may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.
Or, by their lives, they will beautify the doctrine of salvation.

Why? So that somebody else can get born again! So that that unconverted master can see that converted
slave laboring and honoring and respecting and serving his master. And you'll see by your life that you're
different. And that will adorn and beautify the doctrine of salvation.

And that master can get born again. There it is! Just like we said last night. Then he goes on to explain.
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Now he's going to give the doctrine that is motivating him to tell Titus to instruct all these people how they
should live. For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Doing what? Teaching
us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.

That's good for us American Christians, isn't it? Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts. We should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. Now, if you live soberly in a laughing world, you're
going to be very different.

If you live righteously and godly in an ungodly world, you are not going to be like everybody else. Looking
for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Who? Now
note this verse.

Who gave himself for us. Why? So that we could go to heaven. Who gave himself for us.

Why? That he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a peculiar people. There's that little
phrase again. A peculiar people zealous of good works.

May I just say it again. That word good works is not just talking about taking care of your neighbor when
they're having a struggle. Or maybe they lost a loved one and you go to comfort them.

It means that, but it means more than that. It encompasses every area of a Christian's life. Because all of
our lives should be motivated by love.

All of the works that we do should be motivated by love. So here we see that Jesus gave himself for us.
That he might produce a people who, number one, have been redeemed from all iniquity.

That's the negative side. And then purify unto himself a people. His people.

God's people. God's holy people. Zealous of good works.

That's what Jesus went to the cross for. You know, if we have it in our mind somehow, I don't want to be
different, you know. Oh, it's okay to be a Christian and I'm glad to go to heaven someday, but I don't want
to be different than everybody else.

Listen, if you don't want to be different, you can't be a Christian. Can I say that again? If you don't want to
be different, you can't be a Christian. Christians are different.

And then Paul finishes with these words. These things speak and exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let
no man despise thee.

Thank you, Paul. Thank you for that word of encouragement. Don't hold back, Titus.

Bring these practical things to bear upon the churches that are there at Crete, because this is the very
reason why Jesus died. That he might redeem a people from all of their iniquities. And then purify them
and make them a holy people upon the earth.

That's what he went to the cross for. You see what I'm talking about? Some time ago, I was in South
Dakota, and out there for the weekend, and there was a letter on the bulletin board. And it was a letter
from the local rest home where the young people go to sing.
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And, you know, visit with the old folks and all of that. And I was caught by this letter as I read it. This is
basically what the letter said.

Dear Milbank Christian Fellowship, We, this is the authorities at the rest home, by the way, not the people.
I'm sure the people would write a letter too, but these are the authorities at the rest home. Dear Milbank
Christian Fellowship, We want to thank you for sending your young people to our rest home to minister to
the people.

Their attitudes, their conduct, their attire, and everything about them is a refreshing blessing when they
come. I read that, and I thought, yes, that's right, Lord. That's the way it ought to be.

That even the world is looking on and saying, I may not understand those people, and I may not at this
point want to join them, but I sure do appreciate many, many things about them. Some time ago we were
having a little meal in a restaurant. Three couples having a little meal in a restaurant.

It was a papa and a mama, and a papa and a mama, and a young man and a young lady. We were having
a very special meal in a restaurant. And, you know, restaurants are pretty open.

You know, everybody else is there. But we were so filled with joy at the occasion of that meeting in that
restaurant that halfway between two places, between Bainbridge and Lancaster County, we were so full of
joy. We were sharing.

We were excited. We had a sweet prayer together. We reached our hands around the table and held on to
our hands and bowed our heads and blessed God and thanked God for all that He has done and all those
things.

And we were just bubbling over. And this went on, you know, for about an hour and a half. Then we asked
Samuel and Kate to disappear for a little while so that we might discuss a few things about courtship and
how it should be and all that.

And when that young couple went away, the couple over here sitting in the booths over here walked up to
the table and said, What is going on over here? It must be exciting. We had a blessed opportunity there to
testify to that couple and tell them what was going on and tell them what courtship was all about. And this
is the first time they've ever been together.

And I mean, this is weird stuff in this world we live in now. But that man and that lady, their eyes lit up with
joy. And we told them, They've never touched each other.

What? They've never touched each other. And they're not going to touch each other until their marriage
day. And their eyes lit up again.

Who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, all unequity in our lives and purify unto
himself a peculiar people zealous of holy living. May I say it that way? Because that's what it means.
Zealous of holy living.

Let's turn to Philippians yet. We just want to look at a few Scriptures and then we want to get practical
here this evening. Ah, the Lord is good.

The Lord is good. Philippians chapter 2. We're going to start reading in verse 12. But I want you to notice
the context of these verses also.
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These are the verses that precede verse 12 are the verses which describe the self-emptying of Christ. The
self-emptying of Christ. That is something that God is calling every one of us to do, isn't it? Even as Paul
said, let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied himself out.

Verse 12. Wherefore. And that wherefore is there because of all the verses that Paul just gave us before.

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure. Notice that phrase, His good pleasure. Do all things without murmuring
and disputing that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation among whom ye shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life that
I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain.

Now there are many things that I would like us to look at in here, but again, Paul is bringing out this
principle that God's people are supposed to be an influence. They are supposed to be different than the
world around them. And it seems to me that what Paul is saying in verse 16 is if they are not that way, if
they don't reach that place where they are, that light shining in the world, holding forth the word of life,
standing out in the midst of a crooked and a perverse nation, if they are not those things, if they don't
reach to that, then he considers that he labored in vain at Philippi.

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. Why? Because God is inside of you. And what is
God doing inside of you? God is inside of you working out His will, both to will and to do His good
pleasure.

God is inside of you attempting to work out His good pleasure in you. And what is His good pleasure? To
purify unto Himself a people zealous of good works. Oh, do you understand what we are getting at here,
my people? God is after so much more than just giving you a one-way ticket to heaven.

God's plan of redemption goes so much deeper, reaches so much further than giving you a one-way ticket
to heaven. Now, praise God! When this whole thing is all done, blessed be the Lord, we do get to go to
heaven. But God is a plan for our life.

God has a burden upon His heart. God is desiring to raise up a people who will represent His name. He
sent His Son into the world that He might purify unto Himself a people that are zealous of good works.

And so we see the plan of redemption. We see the redemption plan working out in the heart and the life of
a believer. Someone comes to the Lord.

I came to the Lord thirty years ago. I believed on Christ. I repented of my sins.

And the Spirit of God came to dwell inside of me. Now God is inside of me. I wasn't the same person the
next day after I was born again.

I woke up that morning. I was not the same person. What was different about me? I had a new heart and
somebody was inside of me that was not inside of me the day before.

And it was God. And a holy God living inside of a man is going to make a man holy. And it started from day
one.
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I couldn't help myself. All of a sudden I wanted to read this book that I never believed was anything. All of
a sudden I wanted to read it and I began to read it three hours a day.

Why? God was inside of me. And what was He doing? He was wanting to sanctify me. He was wanting to
change this old hippie into a holy man.

That's what He was doing. That's what He had in mind from day one. I mean, He didn't even give me a
day.

He was after me. But by the way, it was no burden to me. It was God.

I mean, that's all I wanted to do. I woke up and I wanted to read this book. You know, all of a sudden I
realized this book has God's Word.

This is what God thinks. I want to find out what God thinks. God was inside of me.

And God has been inside of me for 30 years. And God is inside of you. But the question is whether you
are allowing God who is inside of you to work out His work and His grace in your life.

That's the question this evening. It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.
And what that simply means is this.

God is creating the desires in your heart. You open up the Bible and you read it. God creates desires in
your heart to do that which is right.

And bless God, not only does He create the desire, but He turns right around and gives the power to do
that desire for anybody who wants to do it. Hallelujah! He gives you the power. There is no excuse for
anybody that is in this room to go your own way and live.

And there's no reason for you to say, I can't do it. It's not I can't do it. It's I won't do it.

Because anybody who wants to, God is right there to give all the power to live it out. Hallelujah! That's the
way it is. God is inside of you, my friend.

What are you doing with God who lives inside of you? He's in there. He's stirring inside of you. Do you just
run away? Too much? Head out the back door? God is inside of us, brothers and sisters, and He is trying
to work out His good pleasure.

Hallelujah! I like that. His good pleasure. Are you going to let God work out His good pleasure in you? You
know, hey, we're all in different places, but we're all in that sanctification process.

Every one of us in this room. I mean, God never quits dealing with us about something. He's working in my
heart.

He's been working me over on a few things. How about you? Are we going to let God have His way as He
continues to work in our heart? There's no stopping in this thing, brothers and sisters. You can't do that.

You can't just say, that's far enough and I'm not going any further. No, you can't do that. This is God.

This isn't just some club. This isn't some social club. This is not a place where people get together.
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This is God. You don't do that with God. It won't come out right, I guarantee it.

So you can't say to God, okay God, that's as far as I'm going to go. Uh-uh. Uh-uh.

God is inside of you. You'll just be miserable if that's as far as you want to go. You're going to be miserable
until you bow.

God's holy people. You see it. There are many places where we can go in the Scripture to show you this
same principle.

And you know, some people get converted because they're afraid of hell, or some people they get
converted because they want to go to heaven. But hey, how about getting converted just because you
want to glorify God? That's okay, young people who grew up in a Christian home. You don't have to be
afraid of hell to get born again tonight.

You can get born again so that God can be inside of you. You can get born again simply because you
know your life is not glorifying God. You don't have to have the flames of hell burning at your fingertips in
order to get born again.

You don't have to hear a sermon about heaven. If your life is not glorifying God, there ought to be
something inside of you if you're rightly responding to the light that God is shining on you that says, I want
to be all that God wants me to be. It's time to give my life to God and let God come inside of me and live in
me and dwell in me and work out His will in me and empower me to do His will.

Hallelujah! That's the New Covenant. Well, this is just the introduction. But we trust the Lord.

Let's go to 1 Peter 1. We'll start reading in verse 13. Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. If I
understand that verse, that verse says to me, there's a whole lot more grace coming yet.

Praise God for what we have, but it's only a down payment. I mean, this might be 10%, 90% is yet to
come. Therefore, be sober and hope to the end, Peter says.

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance. Don't live
the way you used to live in your former lusts when you were ignorant. Untaught.

You didn't know. Now you know. See, the danger in American Christianity is that American Christians are
allowing themselves to return to their former lusts.

So much so, that you can't tell the difference between who is and who isn't. It's because they're allowing
themselves to go back into all their former lusts. And Peter says, don't fashion yourselves that way.

But, as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. And that's not just
talking about your words. It's talking about your words, but it's not just talking about your words.

It is your life. It is every area of my life. As He which is holy hath called you, so be ye holy in every area of
your life.

He which hath called you is holy. You know, I thought about it today. How do you describe the holiness of
God? You know, that's one of those things which it's hard to even describe in words.
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But the holiness of God is basically it is all of God's righteous attributes flowing out of Him at one time. You
know, there in Isaiah 6 where the cherubims are and Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up, you know,
there in the temple and all those things. And there were the seraphims there and they were flying around
there in the throne room, you know, and had six wings.

With twain they covered their feet and with twain they covered their face, which is their glory. And with
twain they did fly. So they're flying around here in the throne room of heaven with their faces covered.

Why? Why? Because they're in the presence of the glory of God. And all they can say is, Holy! That's all
the words they have. They say them continually.

They've been saying them eternally. And they never get tired of saying them. You know why? Because
they're not just saying words.

Somebody didn't sit them down and say, okay, seraphims, it's your job to fly around in the throne room
and say, Holy, Holy, Holy. They're not there just saying words. It is the outflow of their response of being in
the presence of a holy God.

All of God's righteous character, all of His love, all of His judgment, all of His fiery zeal, all of His
righteousness, everything about God, it all comes out of God at the same time. See, it's not just a list of
things about God. But it is who God is.

And all them angels can do is say, Holy, Holy, Holy. Lord God Almighty. The whole earth is full of Your
glory.

That's all they can do. It's that God that Peter says, as He which has called you is set apart and holy in
everything about Him, so be ye holy in all manner of your conversation. Now, I know that could blow you
away here this evening.

You might think, Oh, how can I? Yeah, I know. We will never attain. But what Peter is saying is, keep on
moving.

Just keep on moving. That's all God requires of you. Just keep on moving.

Allow God to continue to sanctify every area of our life. That's all God wants us to do. We're God's people.

I know that is a high calling, and I know that we fail at times, but brothers and sisters, God has come and
sanctified and set apart every area of our life. And He has every right to ask us to allow Him to touch any
area of our life. He's God.

He's God. But, we have been looking at this week at the motivation behind this God and why He wants
this. He wants a people who will represent His name.

That's what He's after. I must read it. Ezekiel 36 verse 23, And I will sanctify My great name which was
profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them.

And the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before
their eyes. Look at that verse, brothers and sisters. In the Old Testament, hear the heart of God as He's
speaking to Israel who profaned His name, who failed the testimony of God.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 12

He says to them, I will sanctify My great name. That's what God is after. How is He going to do that?
Which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned.

How is He going to do it? The heathen shall know that I am the Lord. How are they going to know that I am
the Lord? When I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. That's exactly what God wants to do in every
one of our lives.

He wants to be sanctified in us before the eyes of the world around us. Are we willing for that? Are we
willing for that? Are we willing for God to get that possessive of us? God said to Israel in the Old
Testament, He said, I have sanctified you that you might be Mine. Oh, glory! Are you willing for God to get
possessive with you that you might be Mine? Well, that's the introduction.

Now we have 24 points to the sermon. Praise God! But can you see God's heart? We want to get some
practical things down here, but we want to look at the principles first. I'm not just making these things up
here this evening.

This is God's heart. God's holy people. You know the verses there in Isaiah 55 where God says, For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, and My ways are not your ways, saith the Lord.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so high are My ways above your ways, saith the Lord. Do you
hear those words? That spells different to Me. That spells different.

My people, they walk in My ways. Oh, they're a different bunch, these people of God. If you smite them on
the right cheek, they will turn to you the other also.

These people are called God's people. Now that is about as high as the heaven is above the earth. Men
don't do that.

When somebody comes up to a man and socks him in the face, they don't look at them with eyes of love
and turn their cheek and say, Here. Here. But God's people do, according to the words of Jesus.

But I say unto you that ye resist not evil, whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also, says Jesus. This is a different bunch of people. These people are called God's people.

If you force them to do something, they will willingly do extra. You can come to them and say, Carry this
for me for one mile. And they will pick it up and they will carry it.

And when they finish carrying it for one mile, they will stop, look up in your face and say, Sir, would it be
okay if I carried it another mile? Would that be alright? Yeah, sure, okay. Never met anybody like that
before. They are always trying to get away as fast as they can.

Now here is this guy saying he will carry it another mile. Why would he do that? He is a Christian. They are
different, these Christians.

If you sue them at the law for $20,000, they are going to do everything they can to try not to get into the
courtroom. But if you do get them into the courtroom, and you sue them for $20,000 as they stand in the
courtroom and the judge says you will pay them for $20,000, that not will stand up there and say, Your
Honor, could you make that $23,000? I'd like to give him $23,000 just so that he knows that I love him.
Okay, $23,000.
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Now that's about as high as the heaven is above the earth, isn't it brothers and sisters? If you make them
your enemy, you better look out. They will bless you and they will pour out prayers for you. They will pour
their love on you, and you will not be able to get away from them.

If you make them your enemy, you better be careful what you do. Because they will come after you with
love like you've never known. And they will begin praying for you.

They're God's people. If you give them a burden to bear, they'll quit eating. And bear it patiently with you.

They'll just quit eating. They live in the world, but they are not of the world. And they're not tainted by it,
even though they're in it.

Oh, they don't run away to the mountains, no. They don't run up there and hide. They don't find some
holler back in the middle of nowhere, where they live away from everybody else, no.

They live in the world. But you can tell without a doubt that they are not of the world, and you can tell they
are not tainted by the world, while they're in it. They're God's people.

These people, they hate sin. I mean, they hate sin. While they hate sin, and you know they hate sin,
somehow, some way, they will love the sinner, even though they hate the sin.

Now, that's an odd combination, isn't it? They hate sin. Oh, they hate it. But if that filthy sinner comes
around them, he'll sense love.

He'll sense acceptance. He'll see a smile. He'll hear a hello.

He'll hear a kind word. He'll hear a concerned word. Even though that man is full of sin, how can that be?
You can hate sin that much, and yet get that close to it that you can love that sinner.

This is a mystery. But these are God's people. That's the way they are.

They may be rich, but you'll never know they're rich. They may have a million dollars, but you'll never know
it by the house they live in or the car they drive. You'll never know it.

They work hard, earning their money. And they do. These people, they're hard workers.

These people of God. They work hard. They work long hours sometimes.

They put in a day and a half's work in a day. They're hard workers. You can hire them.

You'll want to hire them. You'll get one and a half times the wage out of them. They work hard and earn
their money.

And turn around and give it away. Imagine that. They give it away.

After they worked hard all week long. And they give it away. Offering plate comes by.

Imagine that. That's a very different view of materialism, isn't it, than the world around us. I mean about as
high as the heaven is above the earth.

Imagine this one, brothers and sisters. They get up early in the morning. And go sit in a room all by
themselves.
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And talk to somebody that they can't see. Can you imagine that? And they'll do it for a couple of hours.
And they don't get bored.

And they do it the next day and the next day. Imagine that. Getting up early in the morning.

And going into a room all by themselves. And sitting in there for a couple of hours. Talking to somebody
that they can't see.

They're a different bunch, I'll tell you. They are. You may not be able to figure them out.

But there's something mysterious about them that draws your heart their way. And somehow in your heart
you know. Though they seem different to you, there's something right about the way they live.

They go without eating. Often skipping many meals. They do this thing called fasting.

And I mean sometimes they'll fast for days. And they don't die. They live with the beautiful attitudes of
humility in the midst of a proud and arrogant age.

They're a different bunch. Having lowly attitudes. Having lowly expressions of humility in their life.

By the things they do. The places they go. The cars they buy.

The houses they live in. There's something lowly about them. In the midst of a world that's full of the power
of positive thinking.

And think and grow rich. And get over the next guy. Push everybody else out of the way.

They take the low road in life. Again and again and again. They love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth
with all their heart.

And you know they do. There's no question about it. They look on the failings of others and they don't
judge them.

But they pray for them. Or they may rebuke them at times. But they don't judge them.

And they don't gossip about them. And go tell others about it. But they go to God and talk to God about it.

They're God's people. They live a life full of joy and victory in the midst of their trials. You see God doesn't
deliver them from all the things that everybody else faces.

He delivers them in the midst of all the things that everybody else faces. And somehow there's a peace
and a joy about them as they walk through the trials. They bury their dead with singing and joy.

It's most unusual to go to one of their funerals. Sometimes it's kind of hard to figure out if somebody died
or not. Because of the joyful singing at the funeral.

And they do take the body and they do lower it down into the ground. And they do put dirt on it. But they're
singing while they're doing it.

What an odd bunch. These people are called the people of God. They love a book that they've already
read.
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And read it again and again and again. And some of them have read it 20 or 30 times. Same book.

They just keep reading it over and over again. It's very different. Oh, listen to this one.

They work all week long. Sometimes six days. Then they give their only day off to the Lord.

Imagine that. Give it to the Lord. It's not for them.

It's for the Lord. Go to church. Go to each other's houses.

Fellowship. Worship God. Spend an evening in meditation.

They take the whole day, the only day off they have. And give it to the Lord. Their youth.

They're a different bunch too. They respect and obey their parents. It's an amazing thing.

They can be 25 years old and still you'll see a respect and a reverence in their heart. They respect and
obey their parents. These young people do.

There's no rebellion in their words and their attitudes. Their women stay home. They choose a hidden life
of raising godly children and supporting their husbands instead of an independent life of lots of money and
career and going here and there and lots of activities.

They just stay home. Choose a hidden life. Raise their children.

Support their husband. Very different. It's about as high as the heaven is above the earth today, isn't it?
Their women.

They look different. You can spot them anywhere. They look different.

They dress differently. Their face looks different. Their clothes are different.

Their behavior is different. These people, they love children. And they have many.

Even though times are hard and the economy is low and all those things, they just love children. They love
them so much. They just have many of them.

You see them here and there. They most of the time show up in vans. Hallelujah.

Some time ago we were on our way to a meeting and we were a little bit late in a motorhome. Pulled in
about 30 minutes after the service started. No room in the parking lot for a motorhome.

Vans everywhere. Wall to wall vans. Told my wife, I said, well, we know what kind of meeting this one is.

Yeah. They love children. And they have many.

And they raise them. They are very, very careful about how they raise them. And they raise them.

They don't just let them grow up. They raise them. Their marriages are a bit different too.

These people are called God's people. When they get married, they never part. They never part.
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I mean, it's not that they don't ever have any problems. They have their share of problems to work through
too. But they never part.

When they say those words, till death do us part, they meet them. And they stay. The wives, they stay with
their husbands no matter what.

The ups, the downs, all those things. The husbands, they stay with their wives. They do.

It's amazing. You'll meet them and you'll hear them give testimonies. Yeah, we've been together.

Fifty-five years we've been together. The husbands, they love their wives. You can tell it.

Sometimes it's kind of hard to figure out if they're married or courting. These guys, you know. They're so
sweet and tender with their wives, you know.

They open the door for them. Sometimes you see them in the grocery store holding hands and mushy
stuff like that, you know. It's kind of hard to figure out.

Are they married or are they just together? They're a different bunch. Then when you see that trail behind
them, then you know. They must be in love.

They must be in love. They're young men. They're different.

They live lives that are without question. You won't find them fooling around with all the rest of the fellas.
They're serious.

They're sober. Some of these guys act like they're thirty years old and they're only eighteen. Imagine that.

It seems like the fourteen-year-old boys can do the work of a man. Very different, this bunch. How long do
you want me to go? But my point this evening is simply this.

First we looked at the principles in the New Testament. It's very clear where God's heart is on this subject.
Now we've been looking at practical examples of how it is.

We could go on for a couple more hours. The New Testament is full of the ways of God. And brothers and
sisters, in every situation, it's about this much different.

Are you afraid to be different? Is that a right attitude that you have that says, I don't want to be different. Is
that a right attitude? Will we really win them if we act like them and be like them? How about courtship?
Instead of dating. That's pretty different.

Time would fail me to speak of all the other ones. The beautiful ways of God. They suffer rather than sue.

They care for their widows. They honor the aged. They're honest in business.

They even pay their bills. They respect human authority. It's not the cops.

It's a police officer. They obey the laws of the land. They don't speed.

Their young men don't hot rod. Oh, this is a different bunch. If you could imagine an 18-year-old boy with
his first car, just driving down the road like a conservative man would.
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Watching both ways. Going to speed limits. Oh, my.

They serve their masters honestly. They don't have TVs. They view the radio with real caution.

Maybe they'll listen to a little news, but they view that thing with caution. Yeah, they're an odd bunch. They
are.

And God loves them. The Lord had a controversy with His people in the Old Testament. He laid things out
very beautiful for them and told them what He wanted them to be and why He wanted them to be that way,
and they didn't listen.

Jeremiah was admonishing them with these words in Jeremiah chapter 6 and verse 16 and 17. He said,
Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. That was God's word through Jeremiah.

Then He goes on to say these sad words, but they said, We will not walk therein. We will not walk in your
ways. Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Harken to the sound of the trumpet, but they said, We will not
harken to the sound of the trumpet.

Well, brothers and sisters, we get to be these people that we've been talking about tonight. I get to be one
of those. Why should I be ashamed to be one of those? Why should we hang our head like as if we're
some weirdos in the midst of a world that is looking for answers? We shouldn't hang our head.

We shouldn't be half on the side. We shouldn't be the ones who bow our heads in Jesus' name in the
restaurant, you know, and say our quick little prayer before everybody watches us and sees us. We
shouldn't be ashamed to carry our Bible.

We shouldn't be ashamed to bring it into a restaurant and open it up and read it while we're waiting for our
meal, and then bow our head and pray a prayer. Amen? I mean a long one. How about a two-minute one?
Mumbling words under your breath.

You just stay there. You just keep praying. And God, I thank you for your goodness to me, Lord.

Thank you for the way you've led me through this day. Thank you, Father, for this good food. Lord, let me
be a testimony in this place and all the people, Lord.

Hey! That guy over there. The Spirit of God is speaking to the hearts of people while you're being a real
Christian in a restaurant somewhere. Why should we be ashamed? We're the people of the living God.

God has saved us. God sent His only begotten Son into the world to transform us, to make us a people
that will represent His holy name. Why should we be ashamed? We shouldn't be ashamed! God is inside
of us working out His will and His good pleasure.

Why should we be ashamed? Well, how does all this happen? How does this life become a reality? Very
quickly. Number one, you must want it. You must want it.

You must be able to look at these principles that we've been looking at this evening and your heart must
say, Amen! Bless God! Lord, do it in me! You must want it. Number two, you must walk in grace. By grace
through faith, this life becomes a reality in our lives.
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No other way. We're not talking about a religion tonight. We're not talking about putting a black hat on and
walking around so everybody can look at us and wonder what we are.

We're talking about putting on a life. We're talking about putting on the Lord Jesus Christ and making no
provision for the flesh to fulfill the lust thereof in the midst of a lustful world. We're talking about walking in
the grace of God with the anointing of God like we said last evening.

It comes by Jesus Christ. It is Christ's life being formed in me one day at a time. And praise God, brothers
and sisters, we don't have to do this by ourselves.

God has put us in a church. A church full of brothers and sisters who agree. A church full of brothers and
sisters who can come alongside of us.

Maybe we had a hard week. Maybe the wind was blowing our way a bit and many things went against us.
Maybe we failed out there to be this testimony in the midst of the world that week.

But we come to church and we have brothers and sisters and they can come alongside of us and they can
encourage us and they can say, you're doing the right thing. Keep on going. Bless God.

We get to be these people, but we don't have to be these people by ourselves. Amen? Yes, we stand in
the world by ourselves alone, but we don't stand alone in the church. We stand together in the church with
other brothers and sisters who can say, Amen! to our pursuits after a holy, sanctified life and how we live it
out in the world around us.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world.
Don't let the world stamp you into its mold.

But be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God. That is God's heart for every one of us. What I told you tonight is nothing new to
any of you.

We all know this. But praise God, we need preventative maintenance. Amen? Our young people need to
hear this.

The children need to hear this. Moms and dads need to get on the bandwagon after a sermon like this and
say, children, that's the way we're going. I know I haven't given you anything new this evening.

No new doctrine. We all know this. Oh, God, help us to live it out with a free spirit.

Amen. With a free spirit. Not ashamed, for whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Oh, maybe people will mock you in this world, but there will come a day when you will not be ashamed.
They will be ashamed. You will never be ashamed for every holy stand that you've taken according to this
book.

You will never be ashamed. It all works out in the end. Amen? It all works out.

Praise God. The church, God's holy witness on earth. That's what we are.
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You know, there's some high and lofty things that we've looked at in the beginning of the week here. For
the last two evenings now, we've come down to earth, haven't we? And that's exactly where God wants us
to live, a heavenly life, down here upon this earth. So I just make this plea.

We open our hearts. Maybe you're struggling. Maybe there's something irking you even now while you sit
here.

Maybe you wish I'd shut up. I don't know. But I'm telling you, the word of God.

Remember that church over there in Africa? Remember that church? I think I told you about that church
when I was here the last time. The deeper light church. Did I tell you about that church, Manny?
Remember that church? Five hundred thousand strong.

Why? Because the fire of God was burning in their soul and the zeal to live a holy life was their motivation.
God looked down and said, there's a people who are sanctifying my great name in Africa. And he laid his
hand upon them vitally.

May God do the same for this church right here. Let's bow our heads for prayer. If God is dealing with you
this evening, I want to give you a chance to come up to the altar.

We're not going to sing a song tonight. But if God is dealing with you, I want to give you an opportunity to
come to the altar while I pray. If you're here tonight, maybe you're not born again.

God is calling you. He's calling you. Say, well, I don't feel Him.

You don't need to feel Him. God's word is calling you to what I've been talking about tonight. Maybe
there's an issue in your life.

Maybe there's a sin in your life that has blocked the flow of God's grace. And you frankly can't stand to
hear what I'm saying tonight. And you wish I would be quiet.

It's because God has blocked something in your life. If you need to come, you come while I pray. God in
heaven, our Father and our God, we love you tonight.

Lord, we thank you for the grace that you gave us this evening. Thank you for that sweet liberty to say
maybe even some strong things. Father, I thank you for that.

Lord, I pray for every one of our hearts. Enlighten our eyes, God. Keep us on the right path, Father.

Oh, God, the straight and narrow way is all we want. We don't want the ditch on the right side. We don't
want the ditch on the left side.

We want to go right down the middle. A holy walk with a holy God making a holy heart that produces a
holy life. That's all we want, Father.

Give us that, God. Everyone in this room, make this church an assembly of the saints, God's sanctified
people. Father, I pray this in the name and through the blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Thank you, Father. I think we're going to have a song, and after the song we'll be dismissed. Brother, if
you want to lead us in a song, and then we'll be dismissed this evening.
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Thank you for your attention. Thank you for your prayers. I appreciate them greatly.

I need them more than you ever imagined.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/12/SID12701.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/gods-holy-people/
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