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Christian Life According to John (Part 3)

by Denny Kenaston

The sermon emphasizes that the Christian life is marked by anointed ministry that stems from a deep relationship
with God and the Holy Spirit's empower ment.

Duration: 1:00:49
Scripture: John 7:37, James 1:21-22
Topics: "Christian Life"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of what we do with the things God is dealing with
us about. He quotes James 1:21, which encourages believers to lay aside sin and receive the word of God
with meekness. The preacher warns against being hearers of the word only, and not doers, using the
analogy of a person who forgets their own reflection after looking in a mirror. He emphasizes the need to
walk in the light of what God shows us, and promises that those who do so will experience freedom and
blessings in their lives.

Transcript

Hello, this is Brother Denny. Welcome to Charity Ministries. Our desire is that your life would be blessed
and changed by this message.

This message is not copyrighted and is not to be bought or sold. You are welcome to make copies for your
friends and neighbors. If you would like additional messages, please go to our website for a complete
listing at www.charityministries.org. If you would like a catalog of other sermons, please call
1-800-227-7902 or write to Charity Ministries, 400 West Main Street, Suite 1, EFRA PA 17522,

These messages are offered to all without charge by the freewill offerings of God's people. A special thank
you to all who support this ministry. Our Father and our God, we bow down before you, Lord.

We reverence you. You are the King. You are the Lord.

Oh, Father, we need you today. We need you to open up our eyes and help us to see this land of ours
given over to idolatry. We need you to open up the eyes of these young people, dear Father, who stand in
great need of losing their way in this land filled with idolatry.

Oh, Father, | pray. | pray that you'll love them in such a way. | pray that you'll captivate their hearts, Father,
in such a way that they'll not be drawn away by the idols that are in this land that we live in.
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Oh, Father, in Jesus' name | pray that you'll come and visit us in this session, Lord. Oh, have mercy upon
me, your servant, Father, and grant grace to me. Fill me with the Holy Ghost, Lord.

| don't want to stand up here by myself, God. Please don't make me do that, Father. Fill me with the Holy
Ghost, Lord.

Make your Word a fire in my own bones and also in the bones of these dear young people, Father. We
commit this session to you, Lord, and pray that you'll cause a sense of awe to settle down over our hearts
this morning, Lord. Lift up the eyes of our hearts to see your will, your beautiful will, your purpose, your
dreams, your visions for us, for these young people, dear God.

| pray this in Jesus Christ's holy name, asking you also, Lord, to rebuke the enemy away from this place in
Jesus' name. Confound all of his plans, God, and all of his evil cohorts, Lord. Confound them all, Father.

Let Jesus Christ rule and reign in this place. We pray in His name. Amen.

You can open your Bibles to John chapter 7. As we finish up where we were, where we left off yesterday,
yesterday's last point about eating His flesh and drinking His blood, a life of communion with God, that
intimate communion of eating His flesh and drinking His blood continually, that flows very well into our next
point, the Christian life in John chapter 7 is anointed ministry. These flow beautifully together because if
you do not know what it is to eat His flesh and drink His blood, you will never ever know the joy and the
thrill of anointed ministry. The one flows from the other.

What you do with the last point, which was given yesterday, will determine whether you have an anointed
ministry in your life. Like one wise old man said, what you do with the Bible will determine what God does
with you, young people. What you do with the Bible will determine what God will do with you.

I don't know if you understand what | just said or not, but I'm telling you, I'm giving you the greatest secret
that you could ever get a hold of, and if five of you would get a hold of what I just said, we would know who
you are in ten years from now. If just five of you would get a hold of it, what you do with this book will
determine what God does with you. Remember the young man who left it on his shelf and walked by it day
after day after day? What he did with the Bible determined what God did with him.

And we'll say more about that as we get further along here. If you do not grasp the things that were
spoken of yesterday, then you will hardly have a clue what the Christian life is all about, | promise you. In
John chapter 7 and verse 37 is where we're going to read some of my favorite verses in the Bible.

In the last day, that great day of the feast. And let me say this before | go on. This is the feast of
tabernacles.

It was an eight-day feast for seven days. For seven days the priests would leave the temple and go to the
Pool of Shalom with golden vessels and scoop up in those golden vessels beautiful fresh water out of the
Pool of Shalom and pour them out before the Lord singing the song which you find recorded in Isaiah
chapter 12. Therefore with joy shall we draw water out of the wells of salvation.

And they sang that song as they poured the water out every day for seven days in the feast of
tabernacles. But on the eighth day no one made a trip to the Pool of Shalom or to the Brook Kidron. No
one made a trip on the eighth day.
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That was to signify that the blessing had not come yet. You see they poured out that water as a prophetic
promised blessing that someday a great blessing would come upon Israel. Something like they've never
known before.

But on the eighth day no one ran to the pool. No one carried their golden vessels and scooped them up full
of water and poured them out before the Lord. But that day it was silent.

And it was on that day where we are right here in these verses. And it's silent. Picture the scene.
It's silent. The Jews have been doing this for many, many years. Sitting there silent.

At the time when usually the priests poured out the water as a promised prophetic blessing of things to
come. But today it's silent. And Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and
drink.

He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive. For the Holy Ghost was not yet
given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified.

But if you could just imagine the scene. Though those Jews did not understand what was happening, that
river was standing in their midst. That very day the river was standing there in their midst.

There He is, God incarnate. There He is, anointed with the Holy Ghost. There He is, waiting for the time to
go to the cross and go to the grave and rise from the dead and ascend back to the Father and pour out
upon God's people this promised blessing.

The blessing was standing in their midst and they didn't know it. Yet, what else could the blessing do but
speak those words that day? If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. And oh dear young people
today, that call goes out to you just as clear as it went out to those Jews.

| thought about yesterday, you know, we looked at John chapter 4 and there we have a personal artesian
well. Amen? That was John chapter 4, but in John chapter 7 we have rivers of living water flowing out to a
lost and a dying world. Praise God for an artesian well.

But dear young people, God wants you to have more than a personal well where you get your personal
blessing every day from God. God wants you to be rivers of living waters flowing out unto a world around
you. And thus, the Christian life is anointed ministry.

And I've learned this, if you will learn to maintain your personal well, it will soon become rivers of ministry
flowing out in so many avenues that you won't be able to keep track of them. Listen to that. If you will learn
to maintain your personal well, that well will turn into rivers of living water flowing out in every direction in
your life.

Isaiah chapter 12 verse 3, Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. Let's turn
now and read just a little bit in Acts. Can we do that? Acts chapter 1. Here we find again Jesus is speaking
about the same thing here in Acts chapter 1 and verse 8 that He was speaking about there prophetically in
John chapter 7. In Acts chapter 1 and verse 8 He says to His disciples just before He goes back to the
Father, and they're asking Him lots of questions, and, how about the kingdom now, Lord? And, okay,
praise God, we thought You were going to be our King and then You died, but now You've rose again.
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Now is it going to be the kingdom now, Lord? And the Lord says to them, don't you worry about those
things. Those are not for you to figure out. Those are in the hands of the fathers.

But ye shall receive power. After that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto
Me. There's that river that flows out of you.

Ye shall be witnesses unto Me in Jerusalem and in Judea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts of
the earth. The Christian life is anointed ministry, young people. Anointed ministry.

And maybe you're sitting here today and you say, Oh, Brother Denny, I'm just a young person. You're
talking big things. You're talking stuff way beyond us.

And maybe you're here and you're an older brother or sister, and you think, whoa, you're going way, way,
way beyond what these young people need to hear. Let me remind you of how God used the young
people in days gone by. Do you realize, young people, that it was thousands of young people in the Welsh
revival that shook that whole country for God? Do | need to remind you that it was thousands of young
people, along with the other people in the church, who shook the islands of the Hebrides when revival
came there? Those were young people who had been born again by the Spirit of God.

Those were young people who had been sanctified by the Holy Ghost, and their hearts and their lives had
been purified. Those were young people who had surrendered absolutely everything to God. And those
were young people who were full of the Holy Ghost, and they were running over.

So I'm not shooting over your head this morning. God is waiting for you, young people. Who will get
serious with me, says God, to the youth of this land in this 2004 where we live? Who will get so serious
with me that they will walk so close to me that the anointing will so fall upon them that | can use them as
rivers of living water flowing out unto eternal life? Acts chapter 2. Let's go there.

If you doubt me, let's go read in Acts chapter 2. Acts chapter 2 and verse 16. Peter speaking. So
interesting last night, brother.

Craig was reading these verses, and he stopped just before this verse and jumped right past it and kept
on going. And | said, thank you, Lord. Did you notice that, brother Craig? Verse 16.

Peter standing up to speak to them, and he says these words. This is that. This is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel.

And then he quotes the prophet Joel. And it shall come to pass. In the last days, saith God, | will pour out
of my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.

That's you. That's you. | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy.

That means to speak forth the mind and will of God in the power and the anointing of the Holy Ghost.
That's what that word prophesy means there. God wants you young people to prophesy.

Your young men shall see visions. Oh God, do it again. And your old men shall dream dreams.

I'll take them, Lord. And upon my servants and my handmaidens, | will pour out in those days of my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy. The Christian life is anointed ministry, young people.
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God is searching for youth who will pay the price and be filled with the Holy Ghost continually. God is
searching for young people who are willing to live a life under the anointing of the Holy Ghost, just like we
heard last evening. | want to look just for a moment back in John 7 again.

Just turn there for a moment. And look at the word believeth. So we get a little grasp of what the conditions
of this beautiful portion of Scripture is.

Jesus says in verse 38, He that believeth on Me. Now remember, we talked about that ETH yesterday.
Believeth and believeth and believeth and continue to believe on Me.

Out of His belly shall flow rivers. Not a river, rivers of living water. Now this word believe and believeth
again is one of John's words.

You'll find it in other places in the Bible, that's true. But John uses it 99 times. Let's look at the meaning of
this word.

It is one of John's beautiful words. But consider the meaning of this word, which has been distorted in our
day. But here's what it means to believe.

You know, everybody says, Oh yeah, | believe. Yeah, | believe. You know, and just like James says, the
devils believe and tremble.

But what does it mean to believe? You know, we've turned that thing around so much that if we say, yeah,
| agree, then that means | believe. But that doesn't mean the same thing. Just because you agree, just
because you have a mental assent to something, does not mean that you believe like the word believe is
in the Bible.

But here's what the word believe means. It believes to believe into Me, losing your whole life in Me
continually. That's what it means to believe.

And if you say, I'm not sure that's what it means, just get a glimpse with Me. If you were to stand before
God Almighty and He told you to believe in Him, you would believe into Him losing your whole life
continually. That's what believe means.

It's more than a mental assent. Yes, we must understand it with our heads. Yes, we must agree with it in
our hearts.

But it's more than that. Believe. The Christian life is anointed ministry, young people.

In Luke chapter 11, if we could just turn there for a moment. You know those beautiful verses in Luke
chapter 11 where the Lord Jesus was teaching His disciples how to pray because they asked Him, would
You teach us how to pray? And He begins to teach them how to pray. And in the midst of His lessons on
teaching them how to pray, He also was teaching them what to pray and what to pray for.

And He taught them to pray for the Holy Ghost in their lives. And He gave this illustration in chapter 11 in
verse 13, saying, if ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more
shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Ghost to them that ask? That ask! And by the way, if you go up
just a few verses, you'll find the word asketh. E-T-H.
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And keep on asking, and keep on asking for the anointing of the Holy Ghost in your life. But | want to
challenge you young people this morning. Number one, get thoroughly right with God this week.

Don't leave one stone unturned. Get thoroughly right with God. Number two, get to the place where you
are completely surrendered to God.

That means there are no issues between you and God. There's nothing that you're holding back here and
saying, well, that's one thing that I'm going to keep for myself. That's one thing that I'm not going to give

up.

| know what God is saying. | know what they've been saying this week. But | disagree with them, and I'm
not going there, or whatever it may be.

You get to the place where you are entirely surrendered to God in every issue and every area of your life.
And then from that point, begin asking God continually to fill you with the Holy Ghost. And ask in faith,
believing that He hears you, because you have every right to ask Him, being one of His sons or daughters,
being one with a clear heart, being one who is surrendered to God.

You have every right to ask Him as your Father and to believe and know that He will give you just what
you ask for. | want to challenge you on that, young people. Are you full of the Holy Ghost? You know, |
thought about it yesterday as | was preparing.

Some of these young men that you're hearing, last evening some of you heard Brother Darrell on Sunday
morning at charity. These are young men, 27, 29, 30. You know, they sat in Bible school one day.

They sat where you're sitting. They heard what you're hearing. | can remember when Craig sat in my living
room in the Bible school circle.

But | know their lives back then. I'll give you a little secret. | know their lives.

Not now, back then. They were praying while others were playing. They were reading their Bibles while
others were hitting the snooze button for the third time in the morning.

They made very conscious choices about what they would do with their time and their money. That's years
ago. Young people, this thing doesn't happen by accident.

It's a matter of choice with you whether you will be anointed with the Holy Ghost. It's a matter of choice
with you. God doesn't just go around and say, okay, I'm going to pick this one up and do something with
him, and I'm not going to do anything with this one.

I'll take this one, but | won't take this one. Absolutely not! God goes to and fro throughout the whole earth
looking for those whose hearts are upright toward Him. And He says, there's one that | can use.

Young people, | just want to challenge you again this morning. Go for the goal. Don't be satisfied.

Throw off this life. Throw off the frivolities of this life. Throw off the wasted time of this life and get serious
with God.

Pick up this book which is the eternal Word of God, which is quick and powerful and sharper than any
twedged sword. Pick this book up and make it your life, your bread, your very sustenance. If you will do
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that, God will give you anointed ministry, and that is the Christian life, young people.

Let's go on to the next one. John chapter 8. We can move ahead there. One of my favorite portions in the
Bible.

John chapter 8. The Christian life is a life of freedom. A life of freedom. Before we read the text, | want you
to note just a few things.

There are two freedoms that | would like to preach about from this famous text in John chapter 8. In the
one sense, they are the same thing, but | would like to divide them into two for the sake of application.
Those two freedoms are these. Freedom from sin.

And number two, freedom that comes from walking in the truth. Freedom from sin. And the freedom that
comes from walking in the truth.

The two working together make you free indeed, young people. Free indeed. Indeed, so free that there is
no question about your life.

So free that everybody knows you're free. So free that you keep your mouth shut about how free you are.
That's free indeed.

And before we read the text here, consider also two words. The word free, which we will find in this text,
and the word liberty, which you will find in other texts in the New Testament. Now, as we read it in the
English, we see the word free, and we see the word liberty.

But if you read it in the Greek text, you will find out it is the same Greek word. Freedom and liberty, they
are the same word, and they mean the same thing. And if you interpret them in the context of the verses
which you will find them in the New Testament, you will know very clearly what God means by freedom
and liberty.

The word means moral freedom. Moral freedom. It means liberated.

| think we heard that last evening. This is more than just sensual issues, by the way, although it does apply
to the sensual issues of our lives. But it's more than that.

It is moral uprightness in every area of life. Now, since that's what the word free means, then these words
that we're going to read, they are the great emancipation proclamation of the Lord Jesus Christ. If the Son
shall make you free, then are ye free indeed, without question, young people.

Let's read the text in chapter 8 and verse 28. Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son
of Man, then shall ye know that | am He, and that | do nothing of Myself, but as My Father hath taught Me,
| speak these things. Thank you, Jesus.

And He that sent Me is with Me. The Father hath not left Me alone. Why, Jesus? For | do always those
things that please Him.

You see that simple insight into the walk that Jesus had with His Father? It isn't any different for you and |,
is it? And as He spake these words, many believed on Him. And I've noticed as | study in the Gospels,
whenever there was many around, Jesus always took the opportunity to go a bit deeper with the words
that He said, to go a bit deeper in His challenges to the people, and this is no exception to that. As He
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spake these words, many believed on Him.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples
indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. They answered Him, We be
Abraham's seed, and we're never in bondage to any man. How sayest thou ye shall be made free? See,
again, they don't understand what He's talking about.

So He explains it a little bit better. Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin. We've heard that this week, haven't we? And the servant abideth not
in the house forever, but the Son abideth ever.

If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. Free. Morally free.
Without question. How? Continue in My word. These are religious people.

They've got it all together. They know how to dot all their I's and cross all their T's. They've got their
theology down.

They're very religious on the outside. They have all the forms. They go to the synagogue.

All these things are in place. But yet, they are not free. Maybe you find yourself in the same place.
Got it all together. | go to church. I'm here.

| know what to say. | can have all the right conversations with people. Yet, I'm not free.

They were not free. 1 John 3, 5. John said these words, And ye know that He, Jesus, was manifested to
take away our sins, and in Him is no sin. Well, now that's an interesting verse, isn't it? They tell us today,
Jesus was manifested so that we can go to heaven.

Isn't that wonderful? Jesus came to earth so that we can all go to heaven. Anybody want to go to heaven?
Well, everybody wants to go to heaven. Sure, | want to go to heaven.

Pray this prayer. John said, Ye know, speaking to the people of God there, Ye know that He was
manifested to take away our sins. Amen? And let's read another one.

In 1 John 3, 8. He that committed sin is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from the beginning. And for this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. And what are the
works of the devil in the context of what we just read? The works of the devil is sin.

The Christian life, young people, is a life of freedom. Freedom from sin. You don't have to live in sin.

You don't have to carry that bondage around with you for the next 20 years of your life. You don't have to
carry that big load around with you, that maybe your dad has been carrying, or your mom has been
carrying. You don't have to carry it.

For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that He would take away our sins. His name is Jesus.
And He shall save His people from their sins.

Oh, young people, today it's very popular, you know. Today, be not deceived with vain words, young
people. Today they tell you you can live in sin and go to heaven when you die.
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Don't believe it. It's a lie. The devil's been telling that one for 6,000 years.
He told that one to Eve. And he's still telling it to people today. And they're preaching it from the pulpits.

Such bold statements. | can go out and commit adultery and kill somebody, and if | die in the middle of it,
I'll go to heaven. No, you won't! For this purpose was the Son of God manifested.

To take away our sins. And when He takes away our sins, yes, praise God, we get to go to heaven. Now,
this is the negative side of the glorious freedom, if we can call deliverance from sin a negative thing.

But this is the negative side of our glorious freedom that we have in Christ. But we're not done yet. Let's
look at the positive side of this glorious freedom.

And that positive side is a sincere walk in the truth of the Word of God. You see, young people, after
you've been delivered from sin, God is not finished with you yet. He has a whole new life of adventure and
freedom in store for you.

When you get to the place where your heart is clear, like the song said today, Oh, everything is washed
away. Break down every idol. Cast out every foe.

Now watch me, and | shall be whiter than snow. Listen, you haven't arrived at some super spiritual place,
young people. You just got to first base.

Now it's time to get in the game. God has a glorious life for you, a precious life, a sincere walk in the truth
of the Word of God. The Bible calls it walking in the light.

The Bible calls it walking in the perfect law of liberty. Or, as Jesus said here in John 8, continuing in my
Word. If you continue in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed.

And the opposite of that is also true. If you do not continue in my Word, then you are not my disciples.
Amen? Amen? | think that's pretty clear.

All this brings moral freedom in every area of your life. Not in a day, but it just keeps leading you on into
more and more and more freedom and integrity and character and godliness and holiness as the days go
by and every step into that glorious, holy, righteous life brings more and more freedom into your life, young
people. Don't let the devil steal that from you.

As you obey and yield and surrender to the things that God reveals to you in His Word, freedom prevails in
your life and you find a new strength coming into you and keeping you free from evil and empowering you
to do what is right. Free from evil. That's the negative side of the freedom.

And power you to do what is right. That's the positive side of the life of freedom. And dear young people,
God wants you to have both of them.

Many of you, God has been dealing with you about different issues throughout the week. And the question
is, what do you do with them as you sit here? What you do with the things which God is dealing with you
about will determine how much freedom you have when you walk out the doors on Sunday night in this
place. James says it so beautifully.
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Talk about a beautiful glimpse of Christian growth in James chapter 1. You want to find out how to grow?
Here's a good sermon for you, young men. James 1.21 Here's where it starts with the Word of God.
Wherefore, lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of nhaughtiness.

That's sin on the negative side. But remember, he's not stopping there. Then, and receive with meekness
the engrafted Word which is able to save your souls.

There's the positive side. But, be you doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
For if any be a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a
glass.

For he beholdeth himself and goeth his way and straightway, forgetteth what manner of man he was. But,
don't play the fool like that man who shall looketh into the perfect law of liberty and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. Or may | just
paraphrase it, this man's woman's life will be blessed on every hand.

That's called freedom, young people. Freedom. Christian growth is clear and plain in this text.

And we can see so clearly why some people grow very fast and others grow very slow. It's a matter of
whether you're going to walk in the light of what God shows you, young people. You see, you're on the line
this week.

God is showing you many things. Are you going to walk in the light of what God is showing you this week?
If you will, you will know the truth and that truth will make you free. That's what will happen.

Listen. | think it's clear in this illustration, in this text here in James 1, that the Word of God is the mirror.
Amen? You come to the mirror, which is the Word of God, and you look into it.

And as you look into it, you have a choice to make. Oh, | have seen myself. Oh, | have dirt on my face.

What am | going to do about it? Now you have a choice. You can walk away from the mirror, leave the dirt
on your face, or you can walk away from the mirror and go get that dirt off your face and go on in life. But |
want you to notice something here.

We are looking into the perfect law of liberty. This book is the law that brings liberty. May | say it that way?
This book is the law which brings liberty.

| wonder how you look at it. Maybe you look at it and say, that book is the law which brings more things
than | have to do. No, young people.

You've got it wrong. This book is the law which brings liberty. Liberty? Liberty.

Moral freedom in every area of my life. Are you going to look into the law of liberty and continue therein?
Continuing in my word using the words that Jesus gave? If you are going to look into the law that brings
liberty and continue in it, you are going to be blessed beyond anything you ever imagined. You'll be
blessed.

| wonder how you see God's law today. | wonder. Maybe things got a bit cloudy for you already.
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You know, it's Wednesday and maybe you got things clear before you came here. Maybe you got things
clear on Monday evening, but as you sit here today, things are a little bit cloudy for you. Well, let me help
you a little bit.

Maybe you walked away from the mirror and said, uh-uh. Yeah, | know. | know what he said.
| know. Uh-uh. That guy.

Man. Extreme. Maybe you walked away from the beautiful law of liberty and said, forget it.
Maybe you did. | don't know. It happens.

It happens to all of us. I'm just trying to help you. Maybe to understand why things got a little cloudy for
you.

You may be wandering around saying, what's wrong? Things were going so good yesterday. Now, I'm not
sure where I'm at this morning. Maybe you looked into the law of liberty and said, uh-uh.

And you know, we usually don't just say, no way, Lord. I'm not doing that. We don't do that.
We're much better theologians than that. We know better than to do that. So, this is what we do instead.

We go, that guy is a nut. | mean, what does he think we are? And you know how the old mind is through
that thing. And pretty soon the conscience finds a nice place to lock in and say, yeah, yeah, that's right.

He's a kook. Fine. I'll keep on going the way I'm going.

But things just got a little cloudy, even though you reasoned your way through it. Let's look for a moment
at the heresy of Christian liberty. The heresy of modern day Christian liberty.

They say, oh, it's great to be a Christian. Now I'm going to heaven. Now I'm going to live it up.
| can do what | want. No more rules for me. Praise God, I'm free.

Young people, that's not what the word free means. But I'm telling you, that's what people are teaching
that the word free means. But that's not what the word free means.

Look at the context of John chapter 8. Look at the context of Romans chapter 6, which our brother quoted
to us the other evening. Those are the two places where that word comes up the most times. And it's a
solid context.

Not one verse out of context, but ten, fifteen verses together in both places. And in both places it means a
liberation from evil and a power to live a holy life, young people. But today, oh, I'm free.

I'm free from the law. Nobody's going to tell me what to do. You missed the whole thing, dear friend.

If that's your attitude as you sit here today, you missed the whole thing. You missed the whole reason why
Jesus went to the cross and died. And that's not a little thing to miss.

To take the word freedom and say it means | can do what | want, when in reality it is the power to do what
you ought, is a heresy. In music they say, I'm free. You like hymns? Fine.
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| like contemporary Christian rock. There's liberty in the Christian life. You sing your hymns.
I'll get into my Christian rock. Oh, will you? Clothes. I'm free.

It doesn't matter how you dress. God looks on the heart, they say. Entertainment and fun.
Oh, Christians are free. They're free. You can watch movies.

You can go dancing, as long as you don't get too sensual when you do it. You can join the crowd who fill
the sports stadiums and bow down to the idol of sports. You can do that, as long as you don't get too
excited while you're there.

It's okay to drink socially, as long as you don't get drunk. And on and on and on the list goes. Young
people, that is not Christian liberty.

It's not. They've taken one of those powerful, one of the most liberating words in the New Testament and
rested that thing to their own destruction. Don't you do it, young people.

Don't do it. Come, let us reason together. Can't you see where this is headed, young people? And maybe
you're on the same road, but you're only just a little bit further down the road.

See, | know that many of you young people, your moms and dads bailed out of that thing, see? They
bailed out of Christian liberty. They saw where that heresy was taking people. They saw the end result.

And by the way, that's the true test of any doctrine. What does it produce in the lives of the people? And
they saw that it was producing fleshly, sensual living on every hand, and they bailed out. And God blessed
them, and you should bless them for bailing out.

But oh, young people, you better make sure you're not on the same road, just a little bit further down the
same road, singing the same tune, saying, I'm going to do what | want, and I'll get it all figured out on my
own. And that brother, he's just an old-fashioned guy, and he's got gray hair, and what does he know
about all these things? We know better. Yeah, you may be on the same road that those other ones were
on.

| plead with you, young people, listen. Listen to the older men. Let's turn just for a moment to 2 Corinthians
3, and I'll just show you how this thing works, and then we'll go on to the next point.

In 2 Corinthians 3, this is one of the key texts that is being used to propagate the heresy of Christian
liberty. Liberty being the freedom to do what | want. This is one of the key verses that has been rested in
these days.

And | want you to know, before we read these two verses, the whole chapter is in the context of a holy life.
2 Corinthians 3. Ye are our epistles, known and read of all men, Paul says. He talks about the ministry of
righteousness, or the ministry which makes man righteous.

He's speaking about these things. That's the context. The whole chapter.

The law of God written on the tables of our hearts. Even the old covenant. The foundation of the old
covenant was holiness.
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How much more is the foundation of the new covenant? Holiness. Now read the verses in verse 17. Now
the Lord is that Spirit.

And where the Spirit, the Holy Spirit of the Lord is, there's liberty. You can do whatever you want. Oh,
WOW.

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there's liberty. Don't let anybody tell you what to do. Or, shall we read it,
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is moral freedom.

There is power to live a holy life. Now if it means that, then the next verse is powerful. But we all, with
open face, beholding as in a glass, there's the mirror again, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory.

Now what's the image that he's talking about in that text, young people? It's the image of God. It's the
image of a holy God. We gaze into the pages of this book after we have laid aside all superfluity of
naughtiness.

We come with meekness to the Word of God with an open heart and gaze into it. And guess what you see
in the Bible when you read it with a clear heart? You see God. In all His holiness.

In all of His righteousness. And this text says, if you gaze on God, that way you will be changed into the
beautiful image that you see of God in the Word of God. And that, young people, is freedom.

Glorious freedom. Wonderful freedom. That's what it is, young people.

It's freedom. Young people, are you free? That's the question. Are you free? | remember the testimony of
a young lady.

She wanted to give her testimony. It was at a Bible school just like this. It was Saturday.

After, Monday through Friday. And God had been plowing in her life all week long and she just kept
opening up and opening up and opening up. And by Saturday, she was so free, she couldn't keep her
mouth shut.

And she begged, please, can | give my testimony? I've been a fake for so long. | want to tell everybody
that | was a fake and | want to testify to them the freedom that | found in the Lord. Well, she got up there to
give her testimony and you know, she didn't need to say anything.

By the way, when you're free, you don't need to say anything. Everybody knew she was free. Freedom
was just shining out of her heart and glowing through her eyes.

This big smile on her face as she stood up there and freedom just emanated out of her without her saying
one word. And she began her testimony with tears running down her face saying these words, I'm free. I'm
free.

I'm finally free. Well, everybody knew she was free. She didn't need to tell us she was free.

We all knew she was free. If the Son therefore shall make you free, free young people, you shall be free
indeed without question. Free.
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Are you free? Are you free young people? We want you to be free. Free indeed. Free from whatever
bondage is in your life.

Free from whatever past you have that you're dragging along with you into your future. We want you to be
free young people. You can be free.

If you will get honest, you can be free. And if you will walk in this Word, you will continue to be free. That's
my testimony young people.

31 years. And God doesn't stop. He just keeps showing me things in the Word of God, applying them to
my own life and saying, okay, Denny, what are you going to do with this? You see, it's not just for you
young people.

I'm not up here saying, you have to do all this. I'm in the same place you are. Every one of us in this room
are in the same place.

We all have the same moral obligation to walk in the light of the truth of the Word of God every single one
of us. And God puts us in our face just like He's putting you on your face this week. He puts His finger on
something in our life.

And sometimes we argue just like you have been arguing this week. God! It surely can't mean that. It must
mean something else.

Let me see if | can figure out something else that it means. But God, so loving, so kind, wanting us to be
so free, He just holds it right there. And He won't let us go.

And I'm glad He won't let me go. And I'm glad He won't let you go. You know why? Because freedom will
come, young people.

Freedom. The freedom of being delivered from your sins, that's the negative side. And the freedom that
comes from walking in the truth, that's the positive side.

And when God brings the two of those together on a consistent basis in your life, you shall be free indeed.
And so, we only get two done again today. Praise God.

Let's bow our heads for prayer. O God, while on others Thou art calling, do not pass me by, Lord. Do not
pass me by, Father.

O God, thank You for the glorious liberty of the children of God. O God, | know, more liberty is coming
when we get a new body. But there's liberty here, now, in this life.

| pray for these young people, Father. Bring them, lead them, like a shepherd, into all this liberty. Deliver
them from the spirit of this age.

God, please, Father, deliver them in Jesus Christ's holy name. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/12/S1D12688.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/denny-kenaston/christian-life-according-to-john-part-3/
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