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Our Hope in the Coming Storm
by David Wilkerson

The sermon emphasizes the importance of being prepared for the coming storm by spending time in the Father's

presence and being thoroughly persuaded that God is at our right hand.

Scripture: Matthew 24:21

Topics: "God's Presence", "Preparation for Trials"

Description

David Wilkerson emphasizes the need for the church to prepare for the impending storm of tribulation,
contrasting the prevalent 'feel-good' messages with the reality of coming challenges. He reflects on Jesus'
forewarning of destruction in Jerusalem, highlighting the importance of being spiritually ready and
grounded in God's presence. Wilkerson urges believers to seek intimacy with God, as it is through this
relationship that they will find the strength, joy, and hope necessary to endure trials. He reminds the
congregation that true peace comes from being assured of God's control in turbulent times.

Transcript

Nobody wants to hear bad news and the church today is no exception; the American church seems to be
preoccupied with a "feel-good" message. This attitude is prevalent in many of the books and magazines
we find in Christian bookstores. It is almost as if our leaders are saying, "Relax! God is our Daddy and
we're all his kids and we're meant to have a good time."

A storm is coming and God wants his people to be prepared. It will come like a thief in the night, bringing
sudden panic and disbelief. You may be thinking, "If calamity strikes, let it come! I'm in God's hands, so
Jesus will see me through."

Just before his death and resurrection, Jesus stared into the face of a horrible coming storm. He saw that
just ahead, Jerusalem would be surrounded by powerful armies, the temple would be destroyed, the city
would be burned to the ground, and their entire society would collapse!

Now, Jesus was the very embodiment of God's love and he wept over his society because he saw what
was coming. "Then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved"
(Matthew 24:21-22).
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If we think about it, we see that Jesus' day was very similar to ours: peaceful, calm and prosperous. Even
as Jesus warned that a storm was coming, he continually sought out secret places to be shut in with his
Father. Fully persuaded that God was with him, Jesus knew that he was in complete control!

Beloved, if we are going to face the coming storm, we need to be prepared so that nothing disturbs our
spirit. We can do that only by spending time in the Father's presence -- shut in with him until we are
thoroughly persuaded that he is at our right hand.

In the presence of Jesus we find joy, hope and rest -- all that we will ever need!
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